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THE CHRISTIAN

MESSHINGHER.

The @hriiii;n Ressenger.

Balifax, N. S.. July 5, 1882,

The following paper is on a most
smportant subject. It comes to wus
without the name of the writer and
we must not therefore append it. Yet
if that were done it would add weight
to its statements and secure for it a
careful perusal. We can only com-
mend it to the serious consideration of
our readers, and trust that it may pro-
duee some more active effort than has
been heretofore employed :

consideration.

funde eof Christian

men labored, the women spun linen
and goat’s hair, and all joyfully stimu-
lated each other in the work they had
<et their bearts upon to accomplish-
The willing contributors were so many
that the word went forth, stop the
donations, as the supply is more than |
enongh. When will the day arrive
that it can be announced to our spirit-
uwal lsrael that the treasury of the

Lerd is over-filled with donations from a |
willing people; that mo more is re- |
quired ; the heathen are all converted, |

- and the spiritual temple is complete |

|
OUR BENEVOLENT FUNDS. |

The subject of Benevolent Fundsg
presents a wide field for reflection and | ot jgnore.

Books in large num- |
bers bave been written to elbrcc

the duty eof giving freely to the | stated dues are not paid ; fixed dues |

with the top stone pat en with Halle- |
lujah shoutings. }
Iu joiving a church, each christian |
assumes responsibilities which he can- |
In societies,founded by men on worldly |
principles, membership ceases when |

cbarity ; much | haye to be pumctually met to enable | long and needs to end.

good bas been dome by these means," the society to propagate its principles or |

still most of the treatises on specific or |
systgmatic bemevolemce are laid om

library shelves, overlooked or fergotten,

and their influence is far from being |

permanent.

more enduring treatise om the subject

of contributions than that of the mere |
bumen author. The imspired volume;
sets forth this Christian duty of Beme- |
Ite truths | oathered priocipally from ameng the
do pot grow old, its commands beceme |
not ebsolcte ; what it emjoins must be |

obeyed ; the fullest attemtion must be |

volence, fully and plainly.

given to its wise directions, or conse- |
quences of an injurious tendency will |

certainly follow. ;
The Church of Christ was instituted |

for a purpose, it was designed to estab-
lish its members in faith and piety, and

threugh it the extension of the gospel |

in all directions. “ Go ye into all the |
world and preach the gospel to every |
creature” was the early command of our |
Divine Master. This duty stands as |
binding on His christian followers
to-day as it did on those who first re-
ceived the command.

The extension of the gospel is the
chief work of the church ; as the church
is composed of individual christians it |
mecessarily becemes the duty of eack to |
take part in this service. |

The proclamation of the gospel is
too often limited to the services of
preaching from the pulpit frem Sunday |
to Sunday ; whilst this is an essential
part of spreading the truth, still each
member has kis work to perform ; es.
pecially in that part which supplies the
necessary funds to carry forward the
work of gospel extension. In this way |
each church member, however small |
his gifts, or bowever humble his posi. |
tion, may exert an influence heneficial
to others, and resulting in great good
to himself.

The Christian is exhorted to grow in
grace. This growth is not the result
of some mental effort, but is accom.
plished by ccnstant acts. Oge who
enters a Christian churcl, who cou.
tributes nothing to the funds to spread
the gospel, and feels no responsibility
in the matter, makes but slow progress
in adding to his spiritual graces. It
might be doubted in many cases whether
with their names on the church re-

cords, they ever had amy grace from
which growth could be expected.

Contributing of their means to the
Lord’s treasury, ought to be a great
privilege to every member of a christ
ian chureh. The cattle upon a thou-
sand hills are the Lord’s. He has no
need of sacrifice or burnt offerings, yet
he ig graciousiy pleased to accept the
tribute of his people as & recognition of
their obligations for severeign mercy |
and redeeming grace. If this is with-
beld or grudgingly bestowed, it is |
equivaleat to feeling our obligations to |
be small and the privilege as such is |
not enjoyed. |

When the Tabermacle was to be |
built, the permission was granted for
all those who were of a willing mind
to cemtribute towards its ereetion. It
scemed wo grievous command laid |
upon them, but was esteemed as a |
gracious privilege granted the children
of Israel. All those of a willing heart
went joyfully to work. The gold and
precious stopes were contributed by
the rich, the less able brought sking
and goat’s hair. None were (0o rich
to feel above obligation, none toe poor
to be excused. Where goods were not

forthcoming, labor was accepted. The

more into this true path, that they may

| tion can ouly be effectually sustained

to sustain its operatioms, '

each member in the church so that
none may shirk their responsibility in
contributing, is all importamt. No

| oame of a church member should be

left off the contributing list where it is
pessible to obtain it.

As it is binding on each christian to
contribute “as God bhas prospered
bim,” so mo church however few its
members, or however limited its

 financial ability, should feel excused

from aiding in sustaining the many
pecuniary schemes of the denomina-
tion.

With much training, will be required

would be in vain. Consolidation is
dead. To attempt this operation would
be like trying to make a big baby out
of several little ones. It could not be
done. The Professorships already
projected would soon be considerably
enlarged ; and if the Convention
Scheme were faithfully worked there
need be no alarm. We have a fine
corps of students and a growing num-
| ber of graduates that would stand
{aithfully by the institution in its times
of trial and success.
' Rev. E. M. Kierstead and others
| also speke briefly in an encoursging

more system in gathering the funds. | strain until the time of adjournment.

Often it is not for want of means in a

' We may now state that the statistics

charch, nor for want of willingness to | of the Association showed that the

give, but a lack of contributions rises
from want of a plan well worked out
in collecting. Much could be said in
this connection, but my paper is already

The religion of Jesus is one of self-

denial. Let each of his followers
In the church of Christ, the contri- | then, in all their pursuits, avoid seper-
bution of its members is fixed by | fluity in dress, living, and general ex- |

| Number baptized during the year

in the Churches ofthis Association

WRB.cocseosecsssossos ssssesene sosnessssses 265
Number received by Letter............ 72
o DY RN ¢ isis seasivise 9

“ by restoration...... Bresessesen 10

{ The Number dismissed to other

CRUNOREN, WP ccieoisrs sosvassseressosses IV
Number excluded..........cccco00vvueee. 43
W A I ics i o aie 103

There were additions received in 27

divine authorify ; nope can escape the | penditure, that they may bave where- | of the churches of the Association.

' obligation to aid jn carrying on the |
The Christian church and its in- |
dividual members, have a higher and |

work of the Lord. The command is,
let each one lsy by him as God has |
prospered him. This rule is wise and |
equitable ; binding on the conscience of
every member in a christian charch.
The early christian churches were

peor, yet the Apostle Paul seemed to |
judge of their steadfastness in the faith |
of the gospel, by their willingness to |
contribute of their substance to help |
those christians more needy than them- |
selves. 1

Speaking of the churches of Maee. |
donia, he says: “Their deep poverty |
abounded 16 the riches of their liberal. |
ity,” for according to their power—he
testifies—*‘ and beyond their power,g
they were willing of themselves” |
When to the, Corinthian church be |
speaks of their various graces, he|
adds, “see that ye abound in this|
grace of contributing, also: all other |
commendable traits of character would |

have been deficient had this one been |

!

| wanting.

The criterion of christian character
scemed 1o rest in the Apostle’'s view on
the liberal contributions. To the |
Phillipians, he says, * once and again |
ye sent to my necessities, not that | seek |
Jor the gift, but 1 seck for the fruit
thatjabounds to your account.”

Hardly auy of the Epistles are free
from the jealous care manifested by |
Paul lest this important duty of wn-‘

!

| tributing should be omitfed by any of |

the churches to which his letters were
writien.

l

The great motive urged by the |
Apostle and which is still placed be-
fore the churches to stimulate to sction
was, “ For ye know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was
rich. yet for your sakes [e became
poor, that ye through Lis peverty might
be made rich,” and adds as imciting to
this important duty, “ He that soweth
sparingly shall also reap sparingly. He
that soweth bountifully shall reap also
bouul«]u”y-"
this subject, are more strongly expres-
sed when he says, ** Give and it shall

But Christ's words on

be given to you. Geod measure, pressed |
down, shaken rogether, rumnning ever
shall they give into thy bosom.” Whilst
the duty of contributing liberally to
objects of benevolence is readily ad-
mitted, it must be confessed as a faet,
that our churches as a whole do net
feel sufficiently their obligations in this |
matter. “ It is better to give than to|
receive,” yet how difficult to mauke this |
a standard of christian actien.

It is evident that many of our:
charches econtribute far less to our |
benevolent funds than they should. Of |
others it may be said they give nothing. !

. How to remedy this state of affairs 1s a |

problem difficult to solve.
There must be training to bring

learn to comtribute liberally ; as the
benevolent schemes of the denomina. |

by increasing the funds so continually
called for. ;

Probebly no place is better fitted to
commence this work of instruction than
in the Suaday School. The few cents
given by the children from Sabbath to
Sabbath for missions, is leading them
to babits which will not easily be for-
gotten when from the 8. School the
young enter the church. Training

¥

' Rev. T. A, Higgins, made a few re-

| and the general appreciation now of
. mental culture ; whilst formerly it was

' could not be expected to continue to

| were highly educated. He was glad to

| things ; and if there be mot progress in

' thing in the Dominion of Canada.

. conviction that the work done at the
| Acadia Seminary, was worth all the

with to meet the claims of the treasurers |
of our benevelent funds.

R . S '

AT THE N. S. CENTRAL ASSO- |
CIATION. |

As reported in our last, the meeting on |
Monday afternoon was appropriated
to Education.

The chairman of the committee, |

|
marks in harmony with the report,
after which :

Dr. Higgins referred to the changes
that bad taken place in public senti- |
ment respecting educational matters

thought by many that religious fervor
the same extent when the ministers

say that it was now far otherwise—a
goodly number of our best and most |
respeclted men in law, medicive and
politics, have come out from Acadia
College. Progress is seen in all other
things—in the mechanical artx and in
locomotion by land and water, in our
houses, our furniture, and all other

our educational arrangemeuts, we shall
find that we are actually retrograding.
He warmly commended the Ladies’
Seminary at Wolfville, and described
the corps of excellent teachers and the
superior advantages offered there for
mental culture—fully equal, if not
superior, it had been affirmed, to any-

Rev. 8. B. Kempton expressed his

effort put forth to secure it. In the
college toe we see good progress made.

Rev, Dr. Saunders referred to the
recent removal of Dr. Schurman, and
the teaching it gave ns respecting the
salaries of our professors. He thought
we should consider that unless some-
thing were done, other professors
might be approached and their connec-
tion with us endangered. - He theught
some arrangement mwight be made by
having & Winter course, at which
young men might be pursuing their
studies, and in the summer working on

In 22 churches there had been no

| additions during the year.
!  The Association

is to meet next
year with the church at Canard, Corn-
wallis.

The delegates from this Association
to the Ceonvention at St. John, are
brethren J. O. Redden, 1. S. Payzant,
J. W. Barss, W. C. Bill and S. Selden.

Delegates to the P. E. Island Asso-
ciation, bro. S. Selden, Ress. Dr. Wel.
ton and Dr. Saunders.

Delegates to the N. S. Eastern As-
sociation, Rev. W. J. Swaffield and
S. Selden.

Delegates to the N. S. Western As-
sociation, Rev. 8. March, and Rev. A.
W. Barss.

- A -

We have taken some pains to ascer-
tain the truth of the statement made
some time since, that Mr. Moody, the
evangelist had been baptized comewhat
privately, but declined to declare his
position. It appears from all we hear,
that there is no foundation fer the re-
port.

It was swid that Dr. Culross, of
Glasgow, Scotland, bad baptized him
while staying there. Dr. Culross
writes to a friend of ours, June 1, 1882,
who had written him making enquiry,
as follows: “1am sorry to say the
report to which you refer is net correct,
I did not baptize Mr. Moody. Pos-
sibly the report has its origin in the
fact, that all the time he was in London
in 1875, he was the guest of the deacon
of the church of which I was pastor—
my noble hearted and venerable friend,
now gone to his rest, John Sands”
This will be very satisfactery to those
persons who have believed the report,
but blamed Mr. Moody for not shewing
his colors, We shall be glad, however
to bave the report confirmed f:y Mr,
Moody himself, until which time we
shall regard him as not a Baptist.

- -
)

It requires but little piety to find
out faults in christian people, It is not
those who are the most pious who are
the loudest in denouncing the members
of a church for either apathy or wrong
doiug. We often find those who are
guilty of the greatest incomsistencies

their farms, or at other occupations, and /ho fro nevarthelass of quick: diseern.
m

the usefulness of the institution by that-
means be greatly enlarged,

Dr. Higgins said in reply to Dr, 8.,
that it was not mecessary to anticipate
the presenting of tempting offers to
members of the faculty, for that kad
already been done to more than one,
and the temptation had ranged from
$15,000 to $25,000 a year, but whilst
they kmow the value of money, yet
such offers had been ineffectual.

Dr. Welton toek a brighter view of
matters., He moticed that some of the
greatest and best institutions had begun
in & very humble way, and had been in
difficulties all the time. Newton had
been, withia the recollection of some
present, in & very precarious position.
Even Harvard has been, and is now,
complaining of want of adequate sup-
port, whilst its funds ameunt to mil.
lions of dollars. He did wot consider
that there was any cause for discourage.-
ment. The child of Providence had
bad its trials and difficulties, but still
lived in the hearts of thousands of

ent le see inconsistency in other peo-
ple, and net enly to see it, but are also
willing to proclaim it, even of their own
brethren. It is evident to the public
if not te the parties themselves, that
they see their faults reflected and so
condemn themselves,

0“0

Tae DisestasrLisument of ‘the
Chureh in Scotland, is one eof those
inevitable events which is only delayed
by the strength snd ability of its, op.
ponents, but cannot be much lomgeér
prevented. The discussion of this
(uestion, which has recently been car-
ried on with much viger and by
Principal Rainey and others, who are
 advecating a more equitable distribution
of the patronsge among the other
Presbyterian bodies, rather than the
disestablishment of the state pure and
simple, has brought to light some very
suggestive facts. The Edinburgh Re-
view, for example, prints a list of forty.
six,parishes with a populatien of 68,118,
where the ministers received $43,000,

friends. Any attempt to consolidate

I\

.

or an average of nearly $1,000 each

JULY 5, 1889,

per annum, and yet the communicants
in all, number only 504, an average of
eleven each, while in some of these
parishes there are only one or two
commaunicants, no sessions, and the
communion has not been administered
for years. It is alleged that the people
are church-going, but they are connected
with the Free Church, For instance
in one case, with a population of
2,425, the State Church has six com-
municants and about a dozen attendants,
while the Free has 890 members and
adherents, and an average attendance of
800. Several other parishes disclose a
similar state of things. These are
telling facts against the continuance of
the establishment.

- - -

PoriticarL.—The recount of ballots
has been in pregress in several consti-
tuences, as intimated by us last week,
but so far, there has been no material
change made in the results reached.
In Bothwell, Oat,, Hon, D. Mills, who
was at first counted out, was subse-
quently counted in, but we observe

that his opponent, Mr. Hawkins has

finally won the seat and has been de-
clared elected. In Lunenburg the
recount by Judge Desbrisay, has in-
creased Mr. Keefler's majority to 137,
but this cannot be regarded as final, as
it is said that in consequence of some
irregularities, the Judge refused to
count the ballots cast ia about one
fourth of the County, and an appeal will
be made 10 u higher tribuval. In the
Halitax Local Elections, the recount
kas not altered the returns, but it is
alleged that 2 number of ballots, suffi-
cient to change the representation, are
missing, which may necessitate a new
contest. y

The nominations have been made in
Manitoba, and Mr. Royal, Ministerial-
ist, has been elected by acclamation,
It is quite probable that all the five
members from that province will be
elected to support the Gevernment.
The elections to the House of Commons
in this proviace as well as inthe N. W,
Territories and in British Columbia,
will be held on the 5th inst. In the
Iatter province, there are no epposition
candidates at present in the field.

. ewy

Tae CuiNesk are invading British
Columbia in grest numbers, Upwards
of 7,000 have arrived at Victoria this
year. The city is full of Mongolians,
and their presence there in sach num-
bers, is cause of alarm.

.*'

Mg. Srurcrox, whose sermons are
being translated inte the dialeets of
North Russia and Southerm India, has
new attained the dignity of having
mantles and corsets named after him in
the shop windows of London,

.*.

Tur Quees. — Last Wednesday
was the forty-fifth anniversary of the
coronation of Her Majesty Queen
Victoria. The citadel and the ships of
war in port were gaily decorated with
bunting, and at noon royal salutes were
fired in honor of the event, Oaly
three English Sovereigns have exceed-
ed ber reign in length, viz : Henry 11,
Edward 11T and George 111, while in
character it has been unequalled, She
is to-day the most honored and the most
beloved ruler in the world, * Loag
may she reign."”

. -

Miss Sremarz Yamakawa, the
Japanese young womam who lately
graduated with honors at Vassar Col-
lege, is said to be possessed of remark-
able ability. Her oration upon
** British policy in Japan,” showed a
comprehensive grasp of the subject, and
was delivered with unusual force and
brilliancy. She returns home to tuke
charge of a school for the higher edu-
cation of women to be established by
the Empress. This is a pew and
sigoificant departure in Japanese ecivil-
ization,

000

Purcarony.~A Roman Catholic
geotleman in Australia, left in bis will
& bequest of $7,000, to be used in de.
livering bis soul from purgatery. The
Executor requires legal proof from the
priests that the conditions of the be-
quest bave been complied with before
he will pay over the money, This
involves legal evidence that there is
really such & place as purgatory, sad

ey

S— e —————————— S ——

that prayers or masses have power to
release men’s souls from it, and also
that this particalar man’s soul has been
so delivered. The priests have a dif-
ficult task upon their hands, we may
say an impossible one—there being no'
proof either scriptural or legal of the al-
leged facts. We will watch with much
curious interest for the decision of the
matter in the Courts.

G

- 40> - ~—

Our London exchanges inform us
that the General Baptist Association,
would bold its 113th anniversary at
Derby, during the past week. This
body corresponds to the Free will Bap-
tists on this side the Atlantic, except in
the matter of communion ; here they are
open so-called, but there they observe
restricted communion. They are deing
good work in Foreign Missions. i3

In speaking of Derby, the London,
Freemansays: = b

* Derby. is gelsbrated as the . centre .
of the M'ldlanga way sysiem, and it,
is & very pleasing instance of evange-
listic ' etfort which is faroished o '
meeting held amengst the mechanies -
and labourers of the Locomotive and .
Carriage Buildin DOM meq
morning. Whiﬁt the men' are 3,
breaktast in one of the large mess-'
rooms they are addresséd for half an -
hourby the ministers of the town ofevery -
evangelical denomination in turn, or by
any minister who may be in Derby for
special services, The hearty singing of
the men is an incident not soon to be'’
forgotten by those who have heard
it. It will be no wender if General
Baptist ministers, more or less illus-
trious, are not engaged to conduet it in
turn every morning nest week. And
no doubt, when the Church Congress
bolds its meetings at Derby in the
course of & few we-ks, several ** right

reverend prelates” will enter into a
similar arrangement,

The Buptist Associations are holding
their annual meetings in the various
parts of England. The Baptist papers
give reports of the same. Their ex-
perience seems (o have been very much
of the character of owr own, The
care for the small village churches seems

to be a marked feature in most of
them. '

)

In Wales, where there are many
large Baptist churches, the services
are beld in Welsh and Knglish.. At an
associational meeting held in Hereford,
the Rev. H. W, Wilkins' of Chelten-
ham, in putting the case of Home Mis- '
sions said :—~ *

Among the methods of evasion, none
was, perhaps, more common than to,
plead that they were waiting to be ,
hired—*1 was never asked to do- any- .
thing."  Never asked? Why, what"
would this world be, spiritually or social.
ly, it all who had left it better than
they found it had waited (o be asked to
do some indicated work? No;
had not only set sbout a task to wm
none had iwvited them, but, as a rule,
such works as they did undertake took
a novel direction, and struck an en-
tirely new vein of usefulness. Was
the Almighty asked to send to make
the unparalleled sacrifice of offering
His own Son as an atonement for the
sio of man? No; man—beside not
recognizing his danger, and therefore

unable to suggest & remedy—bad me
such exalted thought in his mind
Was Mary asked to break her ointment-
pot? Was Milton asked to write
“ Paradise Loat” 7 Was John Wesle
asked 1o set out us an evangeligt 7

where you will, and ask the same
question, and you will receive  the
bame wpswer, “No” Then why sbould
one single member of & Christian
church wait 10 be asked to do that
which ought to be a tempting duty, to |
which ke should be prompted to aspire
out of very gratitude to Christ, who
had loved him and gave Himself to
die for him? Consecrated weakness '
has often done more good for the werld
than uncomsecrated strength. If life
end strength be our felt wants, our
need will find an ample supply at the
inexhaustible Foustain of every good
and perfect gift—God in Christ.

— VW B —

We learn from the Canadian Baptist-
that the newly formed Publication
Bociety in Toronto, have purchased
that paper and w mence its lssug -
under the new arrpfigement on the Srd
of July. The Baptist says * the pro-
moters of the propesed Seciety to whom
the sale has been made are Hon, Wm.
McMaster of this city, and Mr. T,
James Claxton of Montreal. Tt I8 un-
derstood that the Rev. 8. A. Dyke will"
be Business Manager of the Hew
Bociety, and tbat he will enter upon ik’
duties on the 8rd of July, repeiving
temperarily such assistance from (he
present editors as may be required and
sgreed upon. 'We believe that no
appointment of Editor will be made till
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