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. For He will His own word fulfil,
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Thoughts on the @ld. Year. .

The Lord thirlKeth upon foe. 488, xi. 17,
The final step we soon fpust tread
~ “Upon the pathway of this year,
And enter thence another road,
But yet we go without a fear.

For hitherto our watchword sweet
Hath cheered us constintly each day,
Ard still the words shall comfort bring

‘When this year shall have passed away.

Ay, well we know, though skies may
change,
And tempests gather fierce and wild,
Though Satan all his hosts array,
Still God doth think upon each child.

He will not let one trouble come
Without the needful strength to bear;
And in our daily joy or grief
He yet will take a Father’s share.

We did not know one half the good
He plaunned for us in bygone days ;
But we have learned, and we can leave
The fature now with songs of paise.

And feel that we can trust His care,
Though years may come and pass away;

And thiok of all we need each day.
~ Charlotte Murray.
i

Close of the Year.

Has thie year, so near its closing,
Brought me nearer to my God ?
Do I love my Saviour better,
Trust more fully in His word ?
Have my footsteps often wandered
In jorbidden paths of sin ?
Have I tried to honor Jesus ?
Am I any more like Him ?

Has my inward life grown purer ?
Has my daily asking been,
“ Lord, renew Thy spirit in me ;
Make and keep me pure within ?”
Have my hands been ever ready
To perform His blessed will ?
Have I faithfally endeavored,
Every duty to fulfii ?

Have 1 used my single talent

To draw sinners unto Him ?
Can I ever claim the plaudit,

“ Well done servant, enter in ?”
Soon another book will open,

Let the entries made each day
Be of earnest, patient effort,

Far o lite more as.1 pray.

-
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The Passover a Type of Christ,

READ POR CRITICISM AT METROPOL-
ITAY TABERNACLE CoLreee, Lox-

DON, BY AN UNDERGRADUATE, Jan.
25, 1867.

We read in Exodus xi 7, that
the Lord put a difference between the
Egyptians and Israel. This difference
was awfully manifested on that black
pight, when the destroying augel, pass-
g by the doors of the Israelites, en-
®ered the houses of the Egyptians and
laid their first-born in the cold hand of
desth. No colouring is dark enough to
paint the awful picture of the terror
that reigned in the dwellings of the one ;
ner bright enough to set forth the sere.
mity which lighted up the abodes of the
other.

When God had threatened the Egyp-
tians with the destruction of their first.
born, he commanded Moses and Aaron
te eujoin on the children of Israel to
take a lamb on the tenth day of the
menth Abib and to slay it on the four-
%eénth day of the same month. They
were to sprinkle the two side posts and
the lintel of their honses with the blood
of the lamb ; and oo the same night
they were commanded to eat its flesh,
®oasted with fire, togethier with unleay.
ened bread and bitter herbs. It was to
be eaten in haste, with their feet shod,
loins  girded, and their staff in their
hand.

On the same night on which this W
done, the messenger of death passed
through the land of Egypt and smote
the first-born of the Egyptiavs ; but
into the bouses of the Israclites he en-
tered not, for God had said, “ When I
see the blood I will pass over you.”

This arrangement constituted & live-

ly, interesting, and inatruetive type of

‘points, and these will appear if we
speak 1st. Of the lamb chosen: 2nd.
Of the use of its blood; and 8rd. Of
the use of its flesh,

I Tae LauB oHOseN. How sug-
gestive of all that is pure and harmless !
Its lips are never reddened by the blood
of ys fellow, nor is its snowy fleece
soiled by wilfully wallowing in the mire.
It is no companion of the beasts of the
night, that fear the light, and lurk for
blood under the veil of darkness. It
skips in the sunlight, and is a fit com-
pavion of a child. Christ was holy,
harmless, and separate from sirners.
Pare in his nature by Divine concep
tion, perfect in his character by inhe-
reot holiness. 0

2. It was imperative that the pasca
lamb shoald be without blemish. The
most careful scrutiny was made upon
the lamb first proposed, bat, upon the
discovery of the least spot, it was re-
jected, and a farther search was made
until the perfect one was found. Christ
was chosen of God as the only person
whose character at all qualified him for
the glerious purpose for which he was
set apart. And no sooner had he ap-
peared in the world than he was dis-
tinguished by his superiority. John
discovered both the perfection of his
character and his mission as he looked
upon him and exclaimed, “ Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world ! He was the Lamb
without blemish and without spot, and
as such offered himself 10 God as the
sacrifice of his people.

8. The lamb was to be a male of the
firet yvar, typifying the strength and
courage of Christ. He entered upon
his ministry in all the vigor of youth
and the coursge of a man. He was the
great burden-tearer of his people, and
the captaif of their salvation. His
ministry was a period of confiict. His
great adversary prowled on Jordan's
bank, as & lion who seeks his prey.
But the Son of God willingly encoun-
tered him, and in a battle strong and
Insting, trivmphed gloriously. This was
but the beginning of a long campaige.
Hosts of adversaries opposed him near-
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was more ffian conqueror over all. He

was * the Lord strong and mighty, the
Lord mighty in battle.”

4. The lamb was taken from the
shéep or the goats, and set apart for the
passover, four days before the time
So, in the covenant of grace, Christ
was set apart as the surety of hi: peo-
ple, and bence he is said to be the “Lamb
slain from the foutidation of the world,”
and, through him, God was enabled to
say of every believing soul, in all ages
of the world, ““ Deliver him from going
down to the pit, I have found a ran.
som.” So the Son of Man Jesus was
raised up from his brethren to be a
Prophet, Priest, and King to his chureh.

5. The lamb having been kept four
days wasslain. Here the Israclite read
in lines clear and legible the gospel of
an ionocent Saviour suffering for guilty
man. Look at that spotless creature,
how meekly he yields to the hand that
leads him to the slaughter. Not a sound
is heard while the knife of the Israelite
draws forth the vital stream which is (o
be a tokem of the and security
which gladden his bapp¥iome. Turn.
ing from the lamb, which lies lifeless at
the feet of the Israelite, let us for a
momeot bebold the great antitype which
it 8o vividly and beautilully represents.
When the time of his death drew nigh
he bimself drew near to the place where
he was to be offered. When the sol.
diers came to takelhim be said, I am
be.” When he stood at Pilate’s bar
“he answered never a word.” And at
Calvary he lay passive in the hands of
his persecutors, in agonies unutterable,
until, by the shedding of his own blood,
be appeased the wrath of God, and
brought in an everlasting salvation.

II. We come now more particularly
to the USE oF THE BLOOD oF THE
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‘mauifestation. The blood was sprink-
led on the outside of the houses. Any
one passing through the streets may
have distinguished between the houses
of Gud's people and those of the
tiane. And it is equally true ¢
whenever the blood ot Christ is spriok-
led upon the heart, it will manifest it-
#elf in a holy walk and conversation.
It “ purges the conscience from dead
works to serve the living God.” The
difference is still distinguished between
the Kgyptians of the world and God's
spiritual Israel. ¢ _
The safety of the Israelites lay in
the fact that the blood bad a power
with God: “ When I see the blood I
will pass over you” The blood of
Christ has a voice all powertul. It
enters the court of heaven as an advo-
cate, where it pleads and obtains peace
and reconciliation with God.

blessing ; and by it he conquers every
enemy. It gains for him ; ld!ll:uon at
the y gates of heaven, and givas
him p:::lat among the glorified. Und.r
the shelter of the blood, the Christian
is safe, however terrible the destruction
that sweeps around him & thousand
shall fall at his side, and ten thousand
at bis right hand, but it shall not come
nigh him ; only with his eyes shall be
behold and see the reward of the
wicked.

II1. The usk or TaE FLESH of the
lamb. The lamb, having been slain
and its blood sprinkled on the door
posts, was 1oasted and eaten the same
night by the household. The washing
of the lamb probably referred to the
manner of Christ’s death being exposed
to the fire of Divine justice until his
strength was dried up like a potsherd.
Thus Christ our passover was sacrificed
for us ; and becomes the food by which
the spiritual lite of his people is sns-
tained. This is the rich provision of
eternal mercy. The bread which com-
¢th down from heaven of which if a
man eat he shall live for ever.

The manoer of eating the pascal
lamb was highly significant of the
gospel feast.

1. It was eaten with unleaven bread.
The house was carefully swept of
every purticle of leaven bread, and
for seven days no leaven ‘was allowed
in the house. Now sin is often com-
paired to leaves. Our Lord ‘warns
his disciples 10 * beware $F the leiv‘c‘u”
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and Pual exhoried the Corathiansce
"* purge out the old leaven and to kee
the feast, with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.” There is a re.
formation going on in the heart of every
Fegenerale man, a sweeping of the
house of former defilement, The man's
appetite is changed.’ The prodigal
leaves the husks to feast at his father's
table.

2. It was eaten with bitter herbs.
If we have known wkat it is to feed
on Christ, we are not at a loss to know
the meaning of those bitter herbs.
These sins of ours committed against
~such a gracious Saviour, pain us never
80 much s when we are feasting on
bis love; but the penitential tear i5a
precious condiment and adds a savour
10 the feast.

The bitter herbs, are also suggestive
of the fellowship which the believer
bas with Christ in his sufferings. We
are gratefal that we do not live in the
days of the fire and the sword, but the
martyr-spirit is always needed in the
faithtal follower of Jesus. Yet this
will be no interruption of our joy, if,
in the conflict, we remember the crown,:
for saffering with him we koow that we
shall also reign with him.

3. It was eaten in haste in a state of
readiness for departure. The chains of
their bondage were broken, their
robes were carefully girded about their
loins, their feet ‘shod, and with their
staff in their hand, they hastily partook
of the strengthening meat, waiting for

the command to depart. This is the
position of the Christian. He is o

word is in his hand.. This will

: be his
support in every step of his pi |

and by this wea he will conquer |
every foe. 57
4. The mosnth on which the passover

2 The blood was a sign of outward
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berad that all who are pot thas. pro-
tected are exposed to a more terrible

over the dominions of the Egyptign |
There is a time coming when a more
manifest distinotion shall be seen be-
tween the righteous and the wicked
than that of the wight of the passover.
While the wicked Ia‘: driven from the
presence of the Lord, the righte:
who have washed their robe :5« 8
them white in the blood of the Lamb,
shall Mhﬂﬂh*dmum mar- |
no more, neither shall they t?‘n‘ any
more, for the Lamb wh in the
_midst of the throne shall feed them,
avd shall lead them to living fountains

tears from their eyes.”

A Touchi_tl_s_ Incidgnt.

When Mrs. Mary A. Livermore
lectured in Albion, Mich., recently at
the close of the leeture an elderly,
white-haired woman spproached her
with the following iaquiry ; 4 Do you
remember writing a letter for John——,
of the Twelfth Michigan Volanteers
when he lay dying in the Overton Hos-
pital 7llnnpbi¢, during the spring of
1863,’and of completing the leer to
his wife and mother after he bad died 7’
- Mrs. Livermore replied that ‘she
wrote 80 many letters daring the. war,
under similar circumstances that she
could not recall any particular case.

The woman drew a letter from her
pocket, that had been worn into pieces
in the folds of the note, and was then
stitched together with fine sewing
cotton.

‘ Do you remember this letter ?’ she

ﬁ Livermore recognised her pen-
manship and admitted her authorship
of the letter. The first four pages were
written to his wife and mother at the
dictation of a young soldier who bad
‘rp,ﬂdv“-h«. :

.dying of the wound. Then she had

three pages written by herself, beside
the dead husband and son, in which she
sought to comfort the lonely and be-
reaved relatives,

* I think my daughter-in-law and 1

would have died when we heard that
John was dead, but for this letter,’ said
the worn and weary-looking woman.
* It comforted us both; and by-and-
by, when we heard of other woman
similarly afilicted, we sent them the letter
to read till it was worn in pieces. Then
we sewed the pieces together, and made
eopies of the letter, which we sent to
those of our acquaintances whom the
war bereft.

' But Annie, my son's wife, never got
over John's death. She kept about and |
worked and went to charch ; bat the
life had gone out of her, Eight years
8g0, she died of gastric fever, One
day, a lit(le before her death, she said :
‘ Mother, if you ever find Mrs. Liver-
more, or hear of her, I wish you would
give her my wedding-ring, which has
never been off my finger since John put
it there, and which will not be taken
off till I am dead. Tell her to wear it
for Jobn's sake and mipe, and tell her
that this was my dying request.’

‘I live eight miles from bere,’ con.
tinued the woman, ‘ and when I read

W\a!ﬂ‘#" I decided to_drive over |
:d ve you the ring, if you will accept
I
‘Deeply affected by this touching
narrative, not a particular of which h‘
she able to recall, Mrs, Livermore ex-|

childless woman put the ring on her |

finger with a fervently uttered bene-
diction. — Youth's Companion. ;
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M. The Lesson, A
. Infaliible Broofs,

W. The Futﬁ'qs.lnd
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T, Christ and

8. The Glorifiéd
§ The Vacancy Fi
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Instructed, Ves.

sion of
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Praows. — Jerusalem and ‘vicinity) |

the

Tord,
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1-8.
and

especially Mouat Olivet ;

Qussrions.~The Book of Acis.—Who
'm.‘h.” M,"

bownuon_ ;

To whom did

bis resurrection ?
taken? Who else

xv. 3-8.
earth 7

o!:oaontbo

Jesus show himself after
Could they be mis-

How long did he remain on
Vea, 1-8.—For
bat is the ki

5;3 Mg I&O‘tlu?
? What

directions
did Jesus give ?

Vs, 9-12.—Pla
Its probable date
Where did Jesus £ﬂ What

Eph. i. 20, 21.

did this glorification in
xxiv. 39; 1 Cor.

Where is Jesus

Ves. 18, 14.—Why are the “apostles

here formally

names. Why not twelve? |
the vacancy filled? Vs. 15-
met with them ? Where ?

in all?

Scripiure Teachings. —Find -the ten
of the risen Lord

“infallible proofs ” that
risen ?

a
What were the
he had really

Nores.— I, Introduction, (Vs. 1-5),

Vs. 1.—tormer treatise. The Gospel.
of Luke. See Luke i 1-4, alao its close,
comparing va. 9 with Luke xxiy.

hat

xv. 50;
now ?

named ?

and vs. 12-14 with Luke

M“kls

Literally, “ lover of God."
The same person to whom Luke -
dressed his Gospel, (i. 3),

a Chbristian, as indicated

and by the fact

Ve 2,

of bis implied
o the subject matter; a mah of posi
tion, (see “Most Excellent,” in Luke

He

" &

@ LORD,
Acts i, 1-14,

Luke xxiv. 33-53.
the Son
- WJohn
Spirit, |
b" : , ﬂ'o 15-31.
4 scbn‘,hp. xv.
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PREPARATION FOR THE COMING

~1L The Apostles
JI. The Ascen-|
Lord, Vss. 9<12. IIl. The
Disciples Waiting

what had the Lord

ce of the ’
g eorTiy sy ool

volva? 007, Laks

xxiii,

9.
i 1-14

xiv. 1414,

Praying, Vs,

]

also Galilee.

bhim? 1 Cor,

What did he
of
and promises

nooivg?
Phil. i, 21).
Give their

was
Who
How many

xxiv. 52, 53,

:

by Luke i, 4,

ik

MM“ “believe o
kﬂn event ; and Luke writes as b o
‘bad no doubt of it. 7The kingdom of

Lu-. Such a eloud

t, assured Fzoges

God. His one t
that he was the C!

Tsa. xliv. 35 Joel ii. 28-3, rd.

me. See Jobu xiv, 16, 17,26 ; xv, 26
xvi. 7. Jokn bapiis ‘4’ g vy

Ye shall
The power of the Holy
t> enable them to do their

up. While in the act of M.ihﬁ,
(Luke xxiv, 51), His last act on earth
Was a benediction. 4 clond received
: e % shut bim from
view on t ount of Transfiguration
which Matthew cally g « bright dond,"
(xvii. 5). It may be the Old Testament
Shechinah—the symbol of the divine,
presence and glory. The asgension of .
Christ was the fiting, and ‘necessary
close of his earthly mission. Dayid |
gives a prophetic description of his’
trivmphal entrance jato heaven, (Psa.
xxiv, 7-105 ex. 1 ; lxviii. 18, also '
i 20; Heb: x: 12; 1 Pet. iii. 22 That
Jesus ascended with our buwmanity, and
is the man in beaveu, seems clear,

Ve. 10, 11, —Two men . . . in white
apparel. Perhaps the same angels that
appeared at the empty tomb of Jesus,
(Luke xxiv. 4; John xx. 12). ‘Way
stand ye gasing up dnio Aeaven? Other”
duties demanded their sttention. Thsy
were notte mourn his departure, but
to look forward to his coming ‘again ;
snd, in the meanwhile, to ‘do their ap.
pointed work. In like manner, attonded -
by angels,

o




