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PUBLIC WCRSHIP. 

ESTHETICS IN CHRISTIAN CONGRE- 
GATIONS. 

Christ was the perfect man. That 
the true Christian is the bighest style 
of man is a position not now likely to 
be called in question. The gospel is 

- consequently the true civiliser of man- 
kind, and it must paterslly follow, 
therefore, that any refinement which 

attempts to set aside the Christian re- 

ligion in any of its precepts must be 
spurious, and lacking in some of the 

essential elements of the culture tanght 
by our Lord, or sanctioned by his teach- 

Christians, we may learn what is re- 
quired to make it an acceptable service. 
It is by some assumed that a round of 

ritualistic performances is the best evi-| oc oy, general demoraliegtion of tele- 
deoce of geouine Christianity, in the 
individual and in the church,—the best 
proof of the refining influence of re- 

ligion. Jt was so held by some who 
lived in our Lord's time. The ritual 

ists of that day demanded attention to 
"the most minute of the prescribed forms 

of religion in dress, manner of life aud 

religious observances, but this our Lord 
told them was all at the expense of “the 
weightier matters of the law; jodg- 

went, merey and truth.” “God is a 

spirit, He said, and they that worship 
him must worship Him in spirit and in 
truth.” Whatever, therefore, will best 

subserse such worship ‘is most in se- 
cordance with Christian teaching. 
The more free modes of worship 

adopted by Baptist and other congre- 
gutional Churches— praise, prayer, ex- 

bortation, snd the ministry of the 
Word, we believe give fuller scope, and 
more opportunities for spiritual guid- 
ance and control, than where all jis 
prepared beforehand on the printed 
page: lt may bé that in some cases, 
even with them, there is too little regurd 
to the tenching of the Divine Spirit, and 
too much dependence on what is buman 
and formal, In every case, whatever 
detracts from the spiritual, und leads 10 
a relisnce upon formality, must be in 
opposition to true worship. 

It is possible thet the wmstheties of 

gospel worship are not duly considered 
by some congregations, and they fail to 
adopt the language, tose and manner 
moet in accordance with gospel refine. 
ment. Vulgarity has no place in the 
gospel nor in the House of God, and 

~ M esnnot be one of the products of 
Christianity. Wherever this is found 
whether in the pulpit, the choir, or the 
pow, it must arise from want of ac. 
quaintance with gospel teachings or 
disregard of is spirit. Gentleness is 
ibe gospel's essential spirit. W 
this has accomplished its work il'thé 
heart, the life will be that of ‘true 
gentle-man whether he be the willion- 
aire or the pauper, the philosopher or 
he imbecile. Culture, mental, moral 
and physical is & satursl product of 
seligious truth, Obedience to divine 
Iws and commands is perfectly com- 
patible with the highest culture, 
The culture of the New Testament 

® that of the heart, and the life ; and 

We soul, imbued with this could bardly 
Be content with such services as consist 

merely, or largely, of a rigid adherence 
%e forms and ceremonies. 

It is sometimes claimed that vest. 
ments add dignity to the officiating 
clergyman. We have serious doubts if 
they do not seriously detract irom the 
spiritual effect of his services and be. 
come & barrier to his usefulness. 
They certainly have no countenance 
or support from the New Testament, 
and in these days are repugnant to 
many people of high intelligence and 
refined taste. The adoption of much 
of the prevalent chureb millinery was 
doubtless originally intended for the 

condition of the atmosphere interrupting 

was the worst that has occurred for many 
years, The few wires that were work: | 

ance, and it was almost impossible to 

storm extended throughout the United 
States and Eastern Provinces of Cao- 
ada. 

It was reported from Chicago on 
Friday that “ folly two-thirds of the 
sky is ablaze to-night with aurora light 
of many colors, a rare phenomenon in 

fused to work during the entire fore- 
noon.” 
And from Washington, “ great trou- 

ble hss been experienced to-day in 
collecting weather reports on account 

graphic circuits” 

The following is given as the opinion 
of a well kaown electrician oo the 
subject : 

Tle latest astronomical theory is that 
st periods of about eleven years the 
conjunction of the minor planets affect 
the solar atmosphere, causing sun spots 
to be very marked. This results in 
profound electrical disturbances. At 
such times the suroral display is very 
brkliant. Even the ripening powers 
of the solar beams are affected, as the 
years of the famine in India and China 
bave been observed to keep some sort 
of parallel with the phenomena named ; 
80 that the old faith in astrology where- 
by the planets were held to have an 
influence over human destiny bad a 
basis of truth in it. The present elect- 
rical display mey be owing to these 
causes, but as to that he could not be 
positive. Electrical displays appear to 
be more violent every second or third 
year and in all cases the Aurora is gen- 
erally marked. It bas been particular. 
ly 80 of late, und this distorbunee bas, 
be believed, been looked for. We, in 
fact, ma. look upon it as the direct 
result of the brilliant displays of the late 
summer, The effect ot such di-turb. 
suc» on the telegraph wires is some- 
times very ewrious, the wires surround- 
ing the magnets being sometimes 
completely melted, and often the line 
can be worked with the batteries dis- 
connected.” 

a 

THE LATE REV. G. W. THOMAS, 
The West Roxbury News,published in 

Lhe locality where our departed brother 
last labored, has u very appreciutive 
article referring to their affectionate 
regard for bim and his labors. Alter 
noticing their sadness on hearing of his 
expected removal, the article says; 

Abe had just entered his thirty second 
year having bardly passed the thres- 
hold of what seemed a most promising 
earcer of usefuloess. He was born 
in Nova Scotis, but received his 
(raining for the ministry at 
Newton Theological Seminary. 
dale was his first regular 
labor He was watchful, Jpulsi 
aud ardent, be threw bis while sireng 
into the work of his—scred calling, 
devoted sll bis gifts and acquisitions, 
that through a healthful christian 
growth, he might sécure to his chosen 
denomination a permanent foothold in 
this community. His mind was active, 
his thoughts clear, bis command of 
language unusual, while his presence was 
prepossessing and his manners winning 
to a marked degree. As might have 
been expected, the young society rapid- 
ly flourished under Lis mioistry. The 
meetings were well attended, the inter- 
est was deep and = church member- 
ship grew in np He was very 
popular with the young people, whom 
be powerfully woo by his cheerful snd 
warm-hearted magnetism. Something 
over a year ago, be terminated his con- 
nection with this parish, the occasion 
being commemorated by a large and 
friendly gathering of the citizens, irres. 
pective of their desominational prefer 
ences. For some months be continued 
to reside in this community, occasionally 
supplying vacant pulpits, and ha 
several openings presented (0 bim, or 
# view to a formal settlement. Not 
caring, however, to enter any of the 
positions offered, he finally set his face 
towards the bome of his childhood, 
where amid its restful surroundings, he 
was 50 soon to lay down life oy work 

t 1s no : | 

ELECTRICAL DISTURBANCE. | THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER |v 
On Friday and Saturday last, bere | is the ‘old established Christian news: | 

betweeis the ministers and members of 

(ba chorches i als Mpmetalit sles 
prizes. No Christian man can despise 
the fraternal relationship of churches 
of like faith and practies without in- 
juring himself in all bis relations, 

If the churches would have the fall 

We believe there are 

Thousands of Families 

who would be benefitted in every re. 

by becoming subscribers to the Mzs- 
SENGER, who are now depriving them- 
selves and their families of what they 
thould know as well as those who are 
already subscribers, 
Every New BSusscriser who 

sexps ox HIS Two Dorrass wiry 
RECEIVE 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER 
FROM THE DATE OF OUR RECEIVING 
THE PAYMENT TILL Dc. 81, 1888. 
MAKING THE REMAINDER OF 

THE PRESENT YEAR, FREE. 
Will the Ministers kindly announce 

this to their congregations at come con- 
venient time, and speak a word to en- 
courage those who are not subscribers 
to become so at once. This is the best 
time to subscribe. Brethren, help] 

ee 

were largely attended last week in the 
Tabernscle, Brunswick Street. Severs) 
young men and others accepted the in: 
vitations given by Mr. Chubbuck to 
declare themselves on the Lord's side, 
and ‘a large number stayed to the 
prayer mwetings after the preaching 
Sersices. 

Ou Saturdsy » stirring Temperance 
meeting was held and alter warm 
enrnest addresses by Mr. Chubbuck 
and others, upwards of eighty cme 
forward and signed the Total Abstingnoe 
pledge. i! 
Os Lords Day Mr. Chubboek 

preached in Granville Street Chureh 
in the morning, In the afternoon a 
meeting was held in the Academy of 
Music, which was crowded by « mest 
sitentive and interested audience, The 
singing by Mr, Chubbuck was a very 
touching part of the exercise. The 
singing by the congregation was general 
and bearty, from the slips loaned by 
the Y¥. M. C. A. He preached on 
God's great love 10 man, from * God 
80 loved the world,” ete. His illustra. 
tions were higi ly appropriate snd 
effective, a solemn impression was 
ovigently produced. In the evening 
3] Coo beld an Evangelistic 

rvice in the Granville Street Church 
and although the weather was not 
propitious yet there wes a very large 
congregation and ut the close twelve 
persons accepted the invitation and 
came forward to shew their desire to 
enter upon wn Christian life. 
The meetings are being held in 

Granville Street Church every after 
noou at 8.80 and evening at 7.80 this 
week. 

There will be another meeting in the 
Academy of Music next Lord's Day 
afternoon. f 

tenis ated 

Tux Weseleyan of last week copies 
from the N. Y. Independent, an article 
on * Close Communion’ which com- | 
mences by saying : 

Under the title “ The Sins of Close 

churches such as cannot be secured in the | 
any other way, It awakens and Sus- | 

benefit of their religious weekly, the | 

seek 0 induce all their brethreu who |. 
‘are able to do so to become subscribers, | 

| quoting from our contemporary — 

Tue Union Evangelistic meetings} 

Communion” the Rev. E. H Pratt | 

olli- | we are glad to find that ber husband, | 

gave no countenance by himself joining. 

wrong, and encouraging anything ng ‘like 

‘ance of the Lord's Supper, which was 

bled as a body, does not much matter, 
‘We prefer. Close Communion to Loose | 

Tae London Freeman of Nov, 3rd, 
received 

‘initiation and comm 
"Church, It may be tl 

labors than would othersfise envi 
the case, and of making the results: 
many cases less permanent than ip-shgs 
hoped, when profession of con 
"was made. The connection established. 
by our Lord between going forth in 
obedience to the great Commission and 
enforcement of the duty. enjoined by 
Him, on all who receive the word and 
believe in Him, cannot be severed 
without serious damage to the work 
done by them, and to the highest inter- 
ests of such as receive their word, ‘add 

Christian life. We cannot forbear 

“Although in the commission they find 
beir primary reason and aethority for 
engaging in such work, they do not 
hesitate to take a position which sets 
aside at least one of its plainest require. 
ments. Our Lord's charge to His 
beralds is, ‘Go ye and disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them 
to observe all things 
commanded you.’ This certain. 
ly requires that the heralds in making 

les should instruct them 10 do 
everything which the Lord ‘enjoins, 
Among these th baptism, as it is 
expressly mentioned in the commission, 
must have » place; and instruction in 
reference to it, therefore, cannot be 
excluded from thet which it is their 
duty 10 convey. The same claim may 
be made on behalf of the Lord's Supper 
which the Lord Himself instituted 
previous to His death, and in reference 
to which He says plainly, * Do this in 
remembrance of Me,” and 10 Lhe per- 
petuity of which Paul testifies in these 
words, * As often us ye oat this bread, 
snd driok this a ’ do show the 
Lord's death till He come’ Such 
nDguage does not admit of a doubt that 
this, Like Uaptism, is ove of the ll 
things which the Lord has commanded 
us to observe. 

Now,one would naturally and resson.- 
ably {hi that those who are earnest- 
ly seeking to carry out our Lord's 
commission, sod for that purpose are 
engaged in evangelistic efforts, will 
not fuil to teach their converts what 
cw duty is in sre to these two 

0 commands, * Teach them,” says 
| Beviour, “80 observe all things 

Msgever | bave commended you.” 
Let. us see how some modern evange. 
lists teach them to o“serve these two 
things, Here are the printed words of 
a great evangelistic leader in a book 
intended for the direction of his follow. 
ers. * Does the Army (this has refer. 
ence fo the Salvation Army, so-called) 
consider Rp us & duty that most be 

ceremonious way of run 
(he Sooth of what our 
But even | 

deal thus 

‘bis church, that forbade ” bis doing | 

dnstitoted for the Church, when aspem- | ANG 

ETRE | lla thé 

| Whether they are endowed with a wis- 

this, has had the effect of giv | m . fo 

of an evanescent character, » th 

pro‘ess a readiness to enter on the| in the morning, and Tremont Temple 

whatsoever | have | L0ndon palpit some years ago. The 
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the work % conversion ‘not be 
d. But it is pertinent to ask, if 

those who take this ground know bet- 

can be most effectually promoted? 

dom superior to His? . What right 

On vit pablo grossa they 
SA come to the conclusion that oy 
will best secure the end at which He 
bids them aim, by setting aside His 
plain directions as to the course they 
should pursue ? 

- Such setting aside of the Lord's re 
vealed will would be reprehensible in 
#oy one, it is especiully so in those 
whose action professes to be a fulfil 
meant of the commis<ion in which that 
will is expressed.” 

The Boston Watchman says :— Rev. 

mense sudiences, st Clarendon Sireet 

in the evening. He also preached at 
‘the First Baptist chureb; in’ their new 
sanctuary on Monday evening. His 
sermons where all heard with deep and 
delighted interest, and in expounding 
the Scripture reading which preced«d 
preaching, be evinced for #0 young a 
man the band of § master. His style 
of voice and delivévy as we heard him 
in the morning,'was & fresh reminder of 
bis father ns listened to in his own 

sae evangelical point and unction are 
manifest. The voice, while of less 
compass and power, is in tone even 
more liquid and pathetie, and the im- 
pression made on the hearer is most 
religious, ' - 

A PROPOSAL. 

A horse is an animal for everybody. 
If you have not a horse yourself and 
do not need a book aboot the animal | 
you know some ope who has one and 
who would highly value & book on the 
subject, 

Every one of our Subscribers who 
sends on his subscription for 1883 bee 
for the 1st of December, 1882 shall 
receive a copy of DR. KENDALL'S 
TREATISE ON THE HORSE 
AND HIS DISEASES, post free, by 
sending, a request for it with their | of 
subscription. Every NEW SUB- 
BCRIBER also sendiog on their sub- 
sorption this month shall receive This | 
book of 96 pages free, besides | 
the paper free up to the end of this 
year. 

Rb. o dhangs 0 oo 

“Tae Ref ion, from a Baptist 
Point of Vien” Fike the Toronto | 

| -objroting to infant baptism, 

| 

——y | the Irish 

The, motive. as we bave said, is that | cL *liament imprisoned in Kel- 

Charles Spurgeon, Jr., preached last | of 

On F 
Becskerd 

&4 4 LR <8 
Aint ae a—————— 

In the House of Commons on’ Mon. 

for a select committee to Git ire into 
treaty with the Ir 

mainbam jail before their release, Tt was denied by Mr, Gladstone that there bad been any treaty. .The House has been engaged through the week in con- sideration of the new Rule of Proce. dore. Lord Randolph ‘Oharehill on Taesday placed fifty new amendments 

Heavy Loge ine blowing on the western coast ngland on Wednes. day sd Thareday. % Five vilots 
drowned while attémpling 0 resich a distressed vessel in the Firth of Forth, Telegraphic communication on ‘the continent hus been delayed by a snow storm which prevailed for five hours, Several shipwrecks are re EE 
The steamer Wenpbola' ¢ 

with another steamer in the Rao 
Channel. The third officer s he saw flames byrst forth from her 

Io the trial at Dublin for the J 

ey ephdentfioy ed sv mu Ji ‘and sentenced to be hung hanno The dynamite ong at Llanelly, Wales, exploded on riday last, and five men were killed and nine injured, 

Arabi bas written 10 the Times de- claring that the late war earried on by bim was in eceordunce with the laws of God and man and consonant with = solemn decree of a council under the 
presidency ‘of the Khedive sod Der. 
visch Pasha. 7 

Carl Blind. writed to the Daily Now 
declaring that all who care Tog: land's reputation ought to | demanding the release of Arabi, who at first acted with the Khedive's cotsent and then upon the orders of an sssbm- ho gang tatives of all classes of 
gyptians. 
A despatch from Cairo on F 

im ord an unconfirmed im that an ment at . fuses to go pu that ‘there wi'l probably be. u collision with: the 

airy AR h infor- ty have received 
mation from Egypt of the recovery of the des book of Prof. Palmer, 
who with his ‘ 
Bafaion ie i » 

Prophet has been captured and hanged. 

President Grevy is to bs WTA TE A duel with swords w . tween Cormudet, a pu ifim lh the Paria Chamber of Deputies, and the editor of # ‘Demoeratio paper. The lat waned I sharin co 
Extensive floods are invading parts 

2 

A aval ition is 0 | 

riday ni {bin in pp LTC u ngol a tind 
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