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Sunbay | Reabing ie 
Sometime: 

Sometime, when all life’s lessons have béen 

- learned, 

And sun and suars forevermore have set. 

The things which our weak judgments here 
have spurned, 

The things o'er which we grieved with 
lashes wet ; 

Will flash before us out of life's dark night 
As stars shine most in deeper tints of blue ’ 

And we will see how all God's plans are right, 
And how, what seemed reproof, was love 

most true, 

And we will see, how while we frown and 
sigh, 

God’s plans go on as best for you and me» 
How when we called he heeded not our cry’ 
Because His wisdom to the end could see ’ 

But e’en as prudent parents disallow, 
Too much of sweet for craving baby-hood, 

So God perhaps is keeping from us now, 
Life’s sweetest things ; because it seemeth 

good. 

And if sometimes, commingled with life's 
wine, 

We find the wormwood, and rebel, and 
shrink, : 

Be sure a wiser hand than yours or mine, 
Pours out this portion for our lips to drink, 

And if some friend we love is lying low, * 
Where human kisses cannot reach his face 

Oh do not blame the loving Father so, 
But wear your sorrow with ob. dient grace. 

And you shall shortly know that lengthened 
breath, 

Is uot the sweetest gilt God gives his 
friend ; 

And that sometimes the sable-pall of death, 
Conceals the fairest boon his love can 

send. 
If we could push ajar the gates of Jife, 
And stand within, and all God’s workings 

see, 

We could interpret all this doubt and strife, 
And for each mystery could find a key. 

But not to-day, then be content poor heart, 
God’s plans like lilies pure and white 

unfold ; 

We must not tear the close shut leaves apart, 
Time will reveal the calyxes of gold. 

And if through patient toil we reach that 
land 

Where tired feet, with sandals loose, may 
rest, 

When we shall clearly know and understand, 
I think that we shall say, “God knows 

the best.” 

Out of Season, 
L 4 RoR 

There are some people whose very 
blunders seem to be more in the line of 
doing good than other people's best 
efforts. This seems to be the luck of 
the Spurgeons. A short time since a 
young girl came home from the Normal 
College in this city, so full of “pews” 
that she could hardly tell her story, 
On entering the house she burst out, 
“Oh, father! young Mr. Spurgeon 
visited the Normal College to-day, and 
Mr. Hunter asked him to speak to the 
girls ; and instead of trying to make us 
laugh, as most visitors do, or to give 
us the ‘good advice’ that we have 
heard a hundred times, he gave us 
something ncw, He spoke about Jesus, 
and invited us all to Christ ; and he did 
it 80 naturally. and simply, and affec- 
tionately, that all the girls seemed in- 
terested. Ob, how much good it did 
me, father! I wish you had been there 
10 hear him.” . 

Now, this certainly was a very great 
blunder on the part of young Mr. 

that the Normal College is not only a 
Bonsectarian institution, but that many 
of the girls are daughters of Jews, and 
others af infidels, and it is not proper 
to speak of Christ and personal religion 
before them. It was certainly “ out 
of season,” and a great mistake in the 
young man. But give me a Spurgeon 
for such ** blundering” as this. They 
can’t open their mouths without saying 
something about Christ and him eruei- 
fied, “ in season or out of season.” 

This arrow, shot at a venture into 
that group of fifteen hundred girls, may 
yet be found to have reached some 
heart. J. 8. H.— From the New York 
Homiletic Monthly. 
[We were struck with this incident. 

May it ever be said of us and of ours 
that we do blunder thus, What is there 
else worth speaking upon? * I deter- 
mined to know nothing among you save 
Jesus Christ,and bim crucified, — Sword 
and Trowel. : 

I wonder many times that ever a 
child of God should have a sad heart, 
conside what the Lord is preparing 
for bim.— Rutherford, 

Consolation is" the dropping of a 
tle dew from heaven on gentle hearts 

neath ; it ie one of the choicest gifts of divine mercy, — Spurgeon. 

{from being present, 

The English Baptist Anniversaries. 

THE BAPTIST UNION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IRBLAND. 

Oar English brethren give them- 
selves up to the Annual meetings of 
the several denominational 0: ganiza- 
tions for about a week. After the 
introductory meetings on Monday, which 
we poticed in our last, other societies 
came in for a day or two, and the 

Usion adjourned to meet again on 
Thursday morning at Walworth Read 
Chapel. The first thing at ‘hat meet- 
ing was a deputation from the Baptist 
Union of Scotland, which was cordial y 
received and fraternal greetings were 
offered and accepted by Rev. W, 
Tulloch. . After this the Rev. W. 
Woods read a paper on * The Union 
and the Associations.” In the subse- 
quent discus-ion, the following resolu- 
tion was moved and adopted : 

“That in the judgment of this as. 
sembly it is impor.ant that the Union 
and the Associations should become 
wore closely united for practical pur- 
pores ty the Union being made the 
medium through which the A-sociations 
tat veed it may receive help in their 
work. erpecially in the planting of new, 
churches, by which he whole of the 
As:ociaiions may be stimulated to ex- 
tend their evangelistic labours in the 
cities and villages of the country,” 

Io the course of the discussion, the 
Rev. T. E. Williame, of Aberystwith, 
gave some statistics of work in Wales, 
There was not a single Baptist chirch 
in Wales, other than a Scotch Baptist, 
that was not identified with some Asso- 
ciation. In the county from which he 
came the Baptists were very weak, and 
in the wveighbourivg county of Pem- 
brokeshire they were very strong. In 
Cardigan there were 22 Baptist church: 
es, 13 ministers, of whom 6 were pas- 

tors of grouped or affiliated churches. 
In Pembrokeshire there were nearly 
100 churches, and the majority of the 
mipisters—in any case, the half—were 
members of grouped or affiliated church- 
es, #0 that the particularity of it was 
made manifest both in a weak and a 
strong county. In Pembrokeshire, one 
out of every 9 of the population was a 
Baptist ; they were stronger there, in 
proportion to the population, then in 
any other county in the kingdom. The 
imperativeness of evangelistic work was 
manifest to all who were acquainted 
with Welsh Nonconformist history 
The Welsh pastors of long ago were 
evangelists or apostolic pastors. They 
left their homes for months together iu 
order to evangelize the land. The 
wajority were not learned, but they 
were all glowing with love to.Christ, 
and they were instrumental in planting 
in Wales something like 668 Baptist 
churches, with a membership to-day of 
81,000—nearly one-third of the entire 
numerical strength of the Baptist de- 
nomination in this country—and there 
were po less than 330 evangelists in 
Wales, in addition to the pastors who 
presided over churches. 

Rev. T. Nicholson, of the Forest of 
Dean, implored them wot to.get out of 
the old ruts. The old ruts might be 
improved, but God forbid that they 
should depart from them. The result 

- of using the old ruts had been that the Spurgeon. He ought to have known | increase of the denomination in his lo- 
cality had been 3,000 per cent, The 
Baptist Handbook would shew a paucity 
of evangelists, but Mr. Williams had 
told them that in Wales there were 
360. They were not mentioned for 
want of information, He himself had 
been a lay worker for forty years and 
was never tabulated, They did not 
take enough account of the unpaid 
agency. There were 10,000 lay work- 
ers in connection” with their churches, 
and the Lord was helping them in the 
old .methods of operation, and He would 
help them still, He was an advocate 
for grouping, but there were difficulties 
in regard to this in the trust deeds of 
many chapels ; they might, however,be 
affiliated. Let there be half a dozen 
churches under the supervision of a 
superintending pastor, 
The Chairman reported that Mr, 

Spurgeon was prevented by sickness 
Special prayer 

was offered for him, and a telegram of 
sympathy sent to him, 

THE BAPTIST HOME AND IRISH MIS. 
BIONARY SOCIETY'S MEETING 

on Wednesday evening, in Bloomsbury 
chapel, was one of deep interest. Af- 
ter the Chairman's opening address, 
Rev. E. J. Mateer, of Belfast, said : 

RRC uti mga 

{ Waterford, d8od 

Ki 

For abouts year 1 travelled over Ire. 
land as ra Bria, log from the | the ” 

| b, down so far | trust tb north to (he sof 

ove or two lArge towns. ‘And every- 
where we 4 known that 
we were what they called’ “ dippers” 
—Baptists—yet the people came in 
large numbers to bear the Gospel. At 
the time I was accompanied by Mr. 
Parker, he singing the Gospel and 1 
preaching it. It has been said in 
Belfast that amongst the large denbin- 
inations there the people will not hear 
the Baptists, I:is true. They bardly 
go any distance to bear when they dis- 
cover we are Baptists, and we have 

little chance of being heard. If you go 
simply and preach the Gospel of Christ 
and the resurrection th-y will be drawp, 
naturally. to Him. For, after all there 
is a warm heart that Joves the Gospel 
there. And, if you bring the Gospel 
to men, they will listen. One would 
suppose that those who sre labouring 
there ought to command a large num. 
ber of people to the tents. In « sense 
they do; in a sense they do not. 
Where the tents are fixed people will 
come. Itmay be partly their curiosity; 
it may be partly from the easy, open 
meetings that are beld in these tents, 
Perhaps an incident may bring more 
clearly to your minds the kind of work 
we are doing, than if I enlarge upon it 
point after point. In Waterfor: we 
bad meetings smong the populsce—in 
a tent there—and a large number of 
Catholics came, They are distinctly 
forbidden to hear Protestant preachers; 
if they do, they have always to do 
penance : or if they read a tract or 
book printed by Protestants, immedi. 
ately is the penance upon them. They 
must confess every thought; even if 
they bave allowed their thoughts to ran 
much on Protestantism, they must 
confess that too. Many of our’ agents 
have said when they come vear to con- 
verse with the Catholics they run away, 
The idea is simply that we should go 
aud preach the Gospel, and the people 
will come and hear, and be converted, 
I do not find it so. If you go to the 
people, especially the Roman Catholics, 
they will not listen, There have been 
isolated cases, where the Roman Cath- 
olies have listened to them, still not 
largely. Bat evangelistic work has 
always been successful. 

Rev. Dr, Landels gave a very able 
and comprehensive address. 

Mr. Houghton, of Liverpool, said 
the Gospel was *“ Erin's only hope.’ 
It appeared to him that Ireland had 
come to her last stage almost, and the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ would be the 
only means of reforming the country. 
They were an influential denomination, 
and must work upon the apostolic prin- 
ciple. He thought they wanted more 
prayér in their assemblies, 

The proceedings then closed with the 
Doxology and Benediction, the dona- 
tions and promises made having amount- 
ed to £100, and the collection to £12. 

THE FOREIGN MISSIONARY MEETING 

was held in Exeter Hall, on Thurs. 
day, April 26th, in the evening, the 
attendance was large. The hall was 
crowded in every part and many 
persons were unable to gain admis- 
sion, A choir of some three hundred 
singers was gathered on the platform, 
and, considering the fact that they were 
from different congregations and had 
met but once for practice, the precisicn 
with which they sung was most praise- 
worthy. Whilst the audience was 
assembling they gave seveaal choruses 
from’ Handel's Messiah. The chair 
was taken preci-ely at six o'cioek by the 
Right Hoo. W, E. Baxter, M, P., of 
Dundee. Prayer was led by the Rev. 
J. M, Stephens, B. A., of Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, Mr. A, H., Baynes read 
an interesting selection from the ninety- 
first annual repot, which appears in {ull 
in the Missionary Herald, Mr, J. 
Tritton made the financial statement, 
which called forth great applause as be 
announced the entire liquidation of the 
debt on the report of the previous year, 
The year, however, closes with a debt 
of nearly three thousand pounds. But 
the ordinary contributions for the gen- 
eral work of the society show an in- 
crease of £3,612 9s, 94., inclusive of a 
special donation of £1,000, In cop- 
clusion, he said, ** I may just add that, 
through the generous _kindoess of a 
friend, £300 has been promised towards 
the liquidation of this debt in the hope 
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‘that the. bs ance. wil { 

ed is a deeper sympathy with the Lord 
Himself, and a more constant and indi- 
vidual realization of His presence and 
power throughout the churches.” 
; The chairglan’s speech was very inte- 
resting, from his quoting several imp irtial 
testimonies, showing the blessedness of 
the work of missionaries. He said the 
missionary work bas been steadily going’ 
on all over the world, and it has begun 
of lite to attract more attention on the 
part of thinkers and politicians outside 
the domain of the Christian societies, 
In the beginning, missionaries were 
oppoted by the powers that be ; then | 
they were pooh-poohed ; afterwards they 
were sneered at as promoters of dis- 
cord ; but now menpof the world bave 
discovered that they are a real power, 
whose influence it is necessary to tuke 
into account in reviewing the state of 
natioos nut yet civilised. Having my- 
self visited the four quarters of the 
world, I bnve bad some little knowledge 
and experience of what is going on, I 
spent three mouths the winter before | 
last, aud travelled more thun six thou- 
sand .oml ~ in that wonderful country, 
India, aud vue of my pleasadtest recol- 
lectione is of an afternoon in the garden 
of Lord Ripou's beautiiul bungalow at 
Barrackpore, and” looking across the 
Hooghly, where directly opposite are 
the once famous Baptist mission premi- 
ses of Serampore, associated with the 
names of Carey and Marshman, and 
many events memorable in the history of 
missions, The last missionary meeting 
at which I presided was that of the Cal- 
cutta auxilliary to the Lon on Society, 
and on the evening previous to my 
departure {from the capital of our In 
dian Empire I met upwards of a hun- 
dred native Christians, belonging to all 
sections of the Protestant Church, and 
listened to several speeches of such 
eloquence and power that it was no 
casy matter to gather up the thread of 
them and reply, Then I personally 
went to the idol worship at Kal-Ghaat, 
and there beheld abominations of which 
I could not give this great assembly 
the faintest idea. The number of Goy- 
ernment officials and other Europeans 
in India who underrate and minimize 
the effects of missionary enterprise is 
steadily decreasing ; they are fast find- 
ing out that although the avowed cun- 
verls may be comparatively few, the 
sapping and mining process has been 
steadily ‘going on, and that the whole 
fabric of heathen mythology—shaken 
to its foundation—may topple over any 
day, 
The Rev. James Smith said the 

work that our friends bave described 
the pictures they have painted, and 
the circumstances connected with India 
which they have mentioned have been 
such as I have been mixed up with 
during a large portion of my life, I 
have seen with my own eyes, to a large 
extent, the results of the important 
changes that have taken place in India, 
and which have been so well described 
to-night. If I could but lay before you 
a picture of what India was in 1840 or 
1841, and what India is now in 1883 
you would at once perceive that one of 
the most marvelous revolations had 
taken place in that country that have 
ever been realized in any land. I re. 
member perfectly well the state of 
matters as I fonnd them.” There were 
po roads, no railroads, no capals, no 
telegraphs, very little education, and 
much less religion, 1 remember, also 
that in those days Hindooism, petted 
by Government aud sustained even by 
some “members of the civil services 
existed in its full power. I remember 
that caste was so severe that, when 1 
have passed by a man who has been 
cooking his rice and my shadow has 
fallen upon the vessel in which he was 
cooking it, he bas taken the rice and 
thrown it allaway. 1 remember perfect- 
ly well that, in the days of which I am 
speaking, there was scarcely any post 
offices. It took five months to get from 
England to India. We used to have 
letters about twice a year. In fact, the 
whole land may be said to have been a 
land of darkness. Mr. Chairman, I 
feel proud oor a connection with India, 
I say that the Indian Government is one 
of the grandest governments that ever 
existed, And I am quite sure that we 
have had a series of men in India of 

y 

whom we may well be proud, and we 

od within { bare o work in India greater far than 
has been done in any 0 her country in 

t. Chairman, 1 
= A to tell you ‘what i8 the aspect of 
thingsnow. Caste is fast passing away. 
I have occasionally seen men trying to 
get into a railway carriage, and people 
inside have been holding the door fast : 
the fact is, the people were trying to 
get intoa carrisge in which Brahims 
were sitting; bat the station-master 
Just comes and opens the door and 
pushes them all in. All castes of Hin- 
doos are obliged to sit together, and 
they do it systematically. 1 have 
spoken of Hindooism in this room as an 
unchangeable thing—as the greatest of 
false religions that ever existed in the 
world—us a philsopby that meets the 
wants of a learned man, and that meets 
the wants of the lurge masses of the 
uoedueated. I have spoken of Hin- 
dooism as being the most ancient sye- 
tem perhaps in existence, and I thought 
at the time that nothing could change 
it, But the landmarks ot Hindooism 
are passing away or Imve passed away 
already. If you just ask any of the 
Hindoos in India now as to their ideas 
of Puranic Hindooism they will not 
attempt to delend it. Some of them 
may try, like Chunder Sen, to take 
some extract from the old Vedas which 
very few people would contend against. 
They may tell you that there is some 
truth in their philosophy, which we 
will not deny ; but the gods have passed 
away—gone where the gods of the 
Greeks aid Romans have gone. Why, 
Mr. Chairman, we have heard of num- 
bers ta-pizhit, Those statistics are not 
statistics tat convey to your mind, or 
could convey to your mind, any real 
idea of the work that has been done, 
Nothing is more deceptive than statis- 
tics. In Delhi, when the census was 
being taken, I assisted to take it my- 
self, and I had a very important work 
in connection with it, When that 
census wae being taken, almost the 
whole of one race would have put 
themselves down as Christians if we 
bad permitted them ; we were obliged 
to stop them in order that we might 
bave something like a reality instead 
of a Beceptive census, But let me tell 
you that there are thousandsand tens 
of thousands who have never joined 
the Christian Church but who are 
Christians in heart. There came to 
me the other day a well-educated man, 
one of good position in Delhi. He was 
& man, too, in a Government college, 
and he is reading for a degree. He 
said, “I am a Christian, I believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no 
life that has ever been depicted on 
earth that can compare with the lovely, 
perfect life of Christ. But,” he said, 
“I bave got an aged father and a 
mother. ‘We form part of a large 
family. By remaining where I am I 
can affect the whole. T can go on 
teaching the whole, Your gzenana 
ladies are teaching my wile, she has 
some considerable influence over my 
mother. I do believe in Christ, but I 
cannot bs baptized, for if I was I 
should break up my family and bring 
the grey hairs of my mother and 
father in sorrow to the grave.” There 
are thousands of these, One of them 
said to one of our ladies not long ago, 
“Are there not thousands waiting for 
one another 7” And so it is wherever 
you go. Go into the railway carriages, 
and there you have men talking about 
Christianity, Travel through the lone. 
ly parte of the land, and men talk 
about Christianity. It has become a 
general subject of conversation; and 
the spread of truth has been far greater 
than any of the statistics for a moment 
explains, I attended the two confer. 
ences of 1872 and 1882. * Let me say 
that at the last conference, when the 
missionaries from every part of India 
compared experiences with each other, 
we were astonished (o find that, in 
almost every quarter, the cords were 
being lengthened. In every quarter, 
the truth as it is in Jesus appeared 
to be extending and breaking out on 
the right hand and on the left. But 
now just let me call your attention to 
the position of education. That is 
spreading most rapidly, We have 
heard of twenty-five who had taken 
degrees in ome college; but that is 
nothing. India bas hundreds of such 
colleges or less important colle ; and, 
not only so, I find that we have more 
than 200,000 pupils in missionary 
establishments alone, There has been 
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recently a-¢omphission siti af, consider. 
ing the subject of e acs 100% and the 
probability. is ‘that. ere long we shal) 
havé a general national §ystem of edy. 
cation, something like your own Board 
schools. So I am not without hope 
that missionaries may be very largely 
delivered from this great toil and 
grouble, and be enabled to give the 
whole of their time 10 (heir own work, 
But, as to education, nothing can: stop 
it. It has spread oo all sides, The 
people find that their material interests 
deprod upon it, . Mules and females 
are longing. for, labouring for, and 
praying for education. I'want to tell yoy 
a little about Delhi. I am sorry to 
detain you. It appears to me some. 
times that every stone of Delhi and 
every brick of Delhi belongs to me, 
When I went to Delhi in 1838, I went 
not only as a missionary, but as a man, 
I trast, with all the feelings of humility, 
I went ready to put my hands to any- 
thing, to clean boots, Mr, Chairman, 
or to do whatever was necessary, 
Many and many a time have I super- 
intended the scavengers in Delhi, and 
felt it to be no disgrace at all. I need 
not go through what I have already 
told and written. The Gospel was 
preached with all my might, and that 
Gospel never could be preached faith- 
fully in vain. I do not believe in the 
world containing a single place where 
the Gospel might not be presched, and 
preached, too. with success. It may 
take time before the people thoroughly 
comprehend it ; but let them dhee 
thoroughly comprehend the great truths 
of the Gospel, and I am persuaded 
that there must be success. It you 
compare the state of D:lhi now with 
the state of Delhi then, the improve- 
ment, is indescribable, The develop- 
ment has been marvellous—material 
development, religious development, 
educational development, Everything 
has been moving on at a most rapid 
space. During my time in Delbi, as 
you will probably have understood al- 
teady, 1 kept myself back from noth- 
ing. When an epidemic of cholera 
came and carrivd away thousands, I 
almost lived among the people. When 
fever came, and was almost as bad or 
wor-e than cholera itself, I took up my 
abode there, and Miss Thorne and my- 
self and some of our brethren lived 
among the people, and fed them and 
clothed them, and did all in our power 
to keep them alive when death was 
all around them. If you had seen 
the change that has been wrought, the 
chaoge in their habitations, the change 
in their clothes, the change in their 
lives-—their moral lives and their re- 
ligious lives—it you had seen, as I 
bave seen, all the idols swept away 
from places where every house had an 
idol and where every family was in 
the babit of carrying a goat to the 
temple and making an offering to the 
bloodthirsty goddess; if you had seen 
large congregations of from 200 to 
300 people night after night (and we 
have about forty of these meetings a 
week in Delhi), you would say, “What 
has God wrought! Never tell us 
about “missions being a failure.” 1 
wish that I could take you on one 
of the journeys into one of the villages, 
We bad large congregations, I cannot 
tell you how eager the people are to 
hear us. They hang about us all day 
long. When we go to preach in the 
bazaar, they follow us, When we go 
to take rest at night, they follow us. 
They are most anxious to hear, Sir, 
we have been Anxious to find people 
who were apparently prepared for the 
Gospel. We have got them by millions, - 
The trouble now is not to get people to 
hear the Gospel. The trouble is that 
we have no one to “tell it to them, and 
we cannot meet the demands made upon 
us, I feel perfectly confident that the 
progress of the Gospel in India is just 
now quite as fast as is safe, If we 
had thousands and tens of thousands 
coming over, where are the teachers to 
come from? If millions came, who 
would there be to teach them? We 
should just have a baptized heathepism, 
The Gospel is making progress now, in 
India, faster than you obtain the means 
to instruct the people, 
Weare discouraged for the want of more 

men, Oh, where are they to come from? 
The highly-favoured churches of Eng- 
land ~—our own denomination—what are 
they doing? I am thankful that the 
denomination has doubled itself within my recollection, and more than that? but oh, I hope we are beginning to bon 
We shall be able to double our 
and tell of Christ to those who have 
not heard of him, ji 
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