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OUR ANNIVERSARIES.

Our brethren, East, West, and Central
in Nova Scotia, as well as in Prince
Edward Island, were very happy in hav-
ing bad invitations last year for the
Associations to be held this, at places so
well suited for the purpose of those
attending these gatherings. The last of
these was specially suited for a large
proportion of the churches of which it
is composed. Truro, where the N. S.
Eastern Assocziation commenced its"
session on Saturday last, may now be
reached in one day from almost all
parts of the Province, and in much less
time from nearly all those places which
send brethren once a year from the
churches in the Eastern parts of the
province, for Christian intercourse and
consultation on Christian work.

THE PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND ASSOCIATION.

We regretted exceedingly that we were
unable, personally, to meet with our
' brethren at Summer;ije. By some mis-
carriage of the letters, we were prevent-
ed from giving our readers the account
of the Island Association in our last, as
we intended to havedone. Telegraphic
communication with the Island is very
expensive—75 cents for ten words. This
amounts almost to a prohibition of using
the lines. Our letter did not reach us
from the brother writing till Wednesday
afternoon.

The session commenced on Siturday
morning. There were alout sixty dele-
gates present. Amongst these were
several welcome visiting brethren—
Dr. Welton and Bro. Walter Barss, from
Wollville; Rev. J. F. Avery, from Hali-

fax ; Dr. Hopper, from St. John ; Reyv.
8. Smith, from N. B. ; Rev. J. Alexander,
from Brockville, Ont. The letters read
in the afterncon showed that in many of
the churches there exists a good degree
of spiritual interest. Some had suffered
much from removals to the United
States and the North West.

The officers elected were : Moderator
—Rev. J. B. Woodland ; Clerks— Rey.
A. H. lavers and Bro. J. B. Leard -
Treasurer—G. W. Warren.

The Committee on Afrangements as
usual 1eported recommending that the
Associational Sermon be preached on
Sunday merning by Rev. E. Whitman,
of Charlottetown. In the afternoon
Rev. Dr. Welton, and the evening Rev.
J. Alexander. Other pulpits near were
filled by ministers of the Association.

Of the 24 churchies comprised in the
Association, 22 sent letters. 'There had
been about 90 baptisms during the year.
The sum of about £800 was contributed
to the Convention Fund. Cavendish re-
ported contributions equal to $2.45 per
member, Uigg, $1.18 per member, Alex-
andra andGrand River §1.00 permember.
Beveral other churches made a near ap-
proach to that average.

The Saturday evening session was
occupied by a discussion of the Tempe-
rance question, and addresses on Sab.
bath Schools by Rev. E. Whitman, Bro.
W. B. Howatt, Dr. Welton, Bro. W.
Barss, Rev. E. N, Archibald, and Rev. J.
O. Redden.

On Monday morning there was time
lost by the delay arising from the reports
of Committees not being prepared. The
remainder of the morning was occupied

|

been elected to that office. On taking
the chair Mr- B. said he thought they
had made a mistake, bot it was replied

} that they were quite willing to takethe

risk. %

Rev. M. P. Freeman was chosen
Secretary, and Bro, Cecil Freston,Asst.-
S<cretary. Bro. Wm. Faulkner was

-made the Treasurer. The committees
were filled up by adding brethren pre-
sent to those who were nominated last
year. The committee of arrangements
retired, and brief addresses were called
for from Dr. Wel-on, Dr. Day, Brethren
Selden, Hunter, and others,

The delegates present appointed by
the Central Association were Dr. Wel-
ton and S. Selden.

Io addition, the following brethren
being present, were invited to sit in
Council with the Association :

J. W. Barss, of Wolfville,
W. L. Barss, of Dartmouth.
Dr. Day, of Yarmouth.

Dr. J. E. Hopper, of St. John, N.B.
Amos Huaunter.

W. F. Linton.
Rev. J. J. Armstrong.
Jas. Blesedell.

The Letters were read by Brethren |

S. Selden, Dr. Welwn,'and Rev. G. F.
Miles. The contents of the letters
were generally of a very encouraging
character. Additions had been received
by a larger number than usual, aggre-
gating to about 2086,

Several churches that had not re-
ported last year, and some others for
two or three years, gave cheering
accounts of an improved state of things
amongst them.

Many of the churches had received
members into their fellowship from the
Sabbath Schools, and in some of them
Sabbath Schools had been recently
established, and evidently were taking
deep interest in the work.

The arrangements made for the

LORD’S DAY SERVICES
were :

At the Prince St. (Baptist) Church
Truro, morning, Rev. J. E. Hopper,
D.D.; evening, Rev. Dr. Welton.

Onslow, afternoon, Rev. D. A, Steele,
North River, Bro. S. E. Miller.

Traoro, (Presbyterian) Dr., Welton,
and Dr. Day.

Truro, (Methodist) Rev., H. Bool
and Rev. F. M. Young,

St. Paul’s, (Presbyterian) Rev. W.
H. Robinson and Rev. P. McGregor.

Brookfield, Rev. I. R. Skinner.

Debert River, Rev. D. W, Crandall,

Masstown, o

Island Hall, Bro. S. H. Cain and
Rev. H. Eagles.

A report of the Picton meéting- house
fund was read, shewing $722 28 in
hand.

Rev.P. S. McGregor presented a re-
quest from the Cburch at New Glasgow,
that the amount of this fund be loaned
to that church to enable them to build
a4 parsonage on ground already owned
by them, to be repaid whenever it may
be required. A resolution was adopted,
granting the request, and Brethren J.
L. Walker, W. Cummings, and Rev.
C. H. Martell were appointed a Com-

by the reading and di:cuseion of the
Circular Letter prepared by Rev. A, H. |
lavers on “ Church Discipline.” |

The afternoon session was taken up |
by the Report on Systematic Benefi %
cence. The merits of the Convention
Scheme for collecting funds were by
some called in question, especially the
employment of agents for carrying it
into effect.

The report of the Committee on Edu-
cation drew forth several good speeches.
The principal of these were from Dr.
Welton, Dr, Hopper, and Rev, J. Alex.
ander. ;

Beveral subscriptions were received
towards the removal of the debt and
mortgage from Acadia College buildings.
The speeches were all pointed and
earnest,

A Missionary meetling was- held on
Monday evening, Rev.J.F. A very gave
the first address. This was followed by
Dr. Hopper, Rev. J. A. Gordon, and
others.

The Association is to meet next year
with the church at Belmont, Lot 16.
The Assoeiational Sermon to be preached
by Rev. J. O. Redden, or his alternate,
Rev..R B. Kinlay. The Circular Letter
to be written by Rev. E. Whitman,

N. B, BASTERN ASBOCIATION,

We arrived at Truro sbortly after
the session had commenced on Saturday
morping, and befors the organization
bad been completed, We found the
brethren busily engaged in counting
the ballots for Moderator, Soon it was

- announced that Rev. Henry Bool had

mittée for the transaction of this busi.

Ness,

On Saturday evening it was arranged’

that the meeting should be one of en-
quiry into the spiritual condition of our
churches, Verbal reports being given
by the representatives of the charches,
the Moderator ealled upon Brethren
J. E. Goucher, G, F, Miles, D. Me-
Keen, M. P. Freeman and P, S. Me.
Gregor, who gave interesting addre-ses
on the work of the past year, and the
present aspect of the churehes under
their care and observation, -

The meeting was one of much in-
terest, and brought forth more of the
true pature of a Baptist Association,
than is often seen in meetings on a
specified subjeet at such times,

On Monday morning the Association-
al Sermon was preached by Rev. D, A,
Steele, of Ambherst, [rom John xiv, 12.
The “greater works” te be done by
the disciples of Christ, than those done
by Himself when upon earth.

He shewed that the spiritual work
effected by the Apostles, and his sub-
sequent ministers was greater than the
miracles of healing the body or feeding
the bungry &ec. The moral force of

the gospel 18 far greater than its phy- |

sical effects, the benevoleat spirit in.
duced by Christianity is greater than
any seen when Jesus was on earth,
Christians, to make good their claim,
must aim at doing these greater things.

The Circular Letter was read by the

writer Rev. I. R. Skinner, and adopted ;
subject “ Reverence for the Word.”

On Monday afternoon an excellent
educational meeting was held. . Dr.
Welton spoke on finance, and shewed
that there were good prospects in store
for Acadia College. President Sawyer
gave a strong address on the pe.
cessity and valoe of Christian educa
tion ; J. W. Barss gave reminiscences
of the Endowment Fund, and referred
to the devotedness of Professors to their
work; W, Cummings expressed his
gratitude to Acadia College, and those
who had studied there. Short speeches
were given by W. Faulkner, J. Bige-
low and others.

In the evening a Missionary Meeting
was beld, at which there was a wery
large attendance. Speeches were given
by Rev. Dr. Hopper, Rev. Dr. Day,
and Rev. D. A, Steele.

On Tuesday morning, the subjects of
Sunday Schools, Temperance, and
Miscellaneous business were spoken to,
and the Association was then brought
to a close,

- AP -

Tae N. B. Eastern Asssociation was
held at Salisbury last week. The offi-
cers elected were :

Rev. A. T. Dykeman, Moderator.
Rev. I. J. Skinner, Clerk.
Rev, C. C. Burgesss, Asst, Clerk.
Bro. Woriman, Treasurer,

The Associational  Sermon was
preached by Rev. C. B. Welton, from
the words, *“ Follow thou me.”

One item of business of much interest
was the position of the Sackville
Churches. Our.readers will know from
the ietters that have appeared in our

occupy. The 1st Church by a unanimous
vote had decided to make over their
property to a church composed of the 1st
and 2nd churches, and to merge them-
selves in it. The 20d church however
gave only a majority vote for the Union.
The minority claim that they eannot be
transferred to auotber church without
their consent, nor voted out of existence
by a majority. Those of the Second
Church who tavored the union haye
gone to the new church, The remain.
der continued their distinct organization
and reported to the Association as here-
tofore. The new church sent a letter
asking for admission to the Association
as a body composed of the former
First and Second Churches. The
committee to whom the letter of the
new church was referred, recommended
that the church be received yer they
acknowledged the continued existence of
the Second Church. The report was
adopted. But the pastor of the new
church declined to receive the right
band of fellowship. It was understood

that the church did not choose to enter
the Association unless it could be ac-
knowledged as the only Baptist Church

in Sackville, Consequently the 2ud
Sackville Church is a member of the
Association but the new church is not.

————

WHO IS HE?

The following extract of a letter
from Rev. W. B, Bradshaw at Billtown,

demands immediate attention from the
parties concerned :

“There is & man calling himself a
Baptist minister, travelling in the out
of the way parts of this county, and
soliciting aid on bebalt of the New
Meeting House at Lunenburg. He
told some one he had “collected about
$70.00., He has been at Hall’s Harbor,
but keeps out of my way. He calls
himself Sylvester. [ cannot find his
name in the Year Book, nor can I re-
member of ever hearing of it in connece
tion with our traternity. If he is not
& fraud the people vught to know it, it
he is, they should als). Perhaps you
can help to straighten things out some,
He hails irom Luvenburg, but one of
our brethren acquainted there says they
were in doubt about a man there last
year and thiok this is the same. He
leit bere for Scot’s Bay,”

e« o —

Tue Meraopist Cave MEETING
at Berwick, was not as largely attended
as usual. The wet weather interfered
somewhat with the exercises. Profit-
ing by the experience of former years

the meetings were not continued on the
Sabbath day this year.

R .

PoriricaL.—The election to the
vacant seat in the House of Commons
in Albert County, N. B., last week,
resulted in the return of Mr. Wallace,
Government, over Mr. Rodgers, Oppo-

sition, by a handsome majority .

columns something of the position they |
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Wz had no intention or expectation
of openiog up & controversy when we
inserted the circular of our brethren on
Denominational Colleges two weeks
since, nor had they, we believe any
other “object in view than giving a
statement of admitted facts with regard
to what had been the experience of
Christian people in this matter—
especially in the United States. As
however our friend Dr. J, G. Mac-
Gregor has deemed it incumbent on
bim to call in question some of the
said statements we felt that it would be
but just and proper—seeing that we
were unable to insert his letter last
week, our space being appropriated be-
fore it came to hand—that we should
submit eaid lettgr to that Commitiee,
and so give in the same paper the
grounds for their statements. We are
glad that Dr. MacGregor has eo far
developed hir views as it has enabled
the Commttiee by their reply to
strengthen and establish beyond que:-
tion all they have said.

While we congratulate Dr. McG. and
his associates in Dalbousie on their
good fortune in getting two gentlemen
of such ample means as Mr. Munro, of
New York, and Mr. McLeod, of Hali-
fax, to lavish their gifts upon that insti-
tution, we think it far preferrable, where
possible, to have such donations come
from the people who are to enjoy their
benefits,

We are glad to learn that the smaller
sums supplied by the friends of Acadia
College, have, during the past Conven-
tion year, amounted to about Twenty
Thousand Dollars towards the endow-
ment and sustentation Funds of the Col-
lege. It is not necessary that we should
say anything further respecting the facts
and figures, as the following from the
Committee will be sufficient to. satisfy
even Dr. MacGregor that they did not

epeak without careful examination be-
fore hand.

We avail ourselves of the occasion
to again call the attention of our readers
to the work accomplished in the past by
our Denominational College— Acadia ;
a work, the fruits whereof are to-day
seen, and felt, over the Dominion of
Canada ; to a smaller, but still import-
ant extent, in very many ef the States
of the neighbouring Union, and which
is to-day leaving its spiritual, moral, and
educational impress on several of the
Nationalities of distant and heathen
Asia,—work which verifies the state-
ment contained in the reply of the
Agency Committee to Professor Mac-
Gregor ; viz. that Denominational Col-
leges are in the highest degree im-
portant ‘‘as a means of promoting
the spiritual, social, and material ad-
vancement of mankind.”

That part of the document contained
in our issue of July 4ih, 1o which we
would here specially direct attention, is
mainly statisiical, and is as follows :

“ The Baptists of the Provinces now
occupy an honorable position, but their
wth, under God, is largely due to
their Institutions at Wolfville, That
they can now point with pardonable
pride to their judges, lawyers, doctors,
ministers, protessors, inspectors, promi-
uent teachers, and public men, is due
to the Christian liberality and wise
forethonght of those who, over filty
years ago, began an educational work,
the magnitude of whose results we can
scarcely estimate, At the last meeting
of the Interprovincial Association, held
in 1827, a short time before the found.
ing of Horton Academy, there were in
the denomination but seventeen ordained
ministers, thirty churches, and 1,827
members ; in 1877 the Convention,
covering the same territory, embraced
190 ordained ministers, 344 churches,
and 56,691 members—a wonderful half
century’s growth; and in 1882 there
were 205 ordained ministers, and 87,
489 members. Asa denomination we
have, during this period, been coming
more and more to the front, and taking
our place among the leaders of thought

Land directors of public opinion, Our

Academies have given valuable instruc.
tion to thousands who are now our in.
telligent farmers, merchgnts and teach.
ers ; our Ladies’ Seminary is sending
out its refining and ennobling influences
to the limits of our Convention ; while
our College has furnished us trained
minds for the most arduous and respon-
sible duties of professional life. Acadia
College Las graduated 222 young men
who bave chosen the following pursuits ;
Ministers, 92; teachers, 56 ; lawyers,
43 ; doctors, 14 ; merchants, 11 ; other
occupations, 6. ¢

Remembering its past history and

labors, we would here emphatically

reiterate the desire expressed in the

“ Plea,” and ask the Baptists of the

Maritime Provincep to generously con-

tribute to its funis, so that the work of
* Acadia ” may be enlarged and per-
petuated.

RerLy 10 ProrEssor MacGRrEGOR,
Mr. Editor,—

Relerring to the communication of
Professor MacGregor of Dalhonise
College, which you have kindly per-
mitted us to peruse. We beg to say
that at a meeting of the Governors of
Acadia College held last month at
Wollville, we were appointed a Com-
mittee to deal with the matter of College
Agency, in connexion with an effort
now being made to raise additional
funds for that Institation. A gentle-
man familiar with the statistics of our
Academic, and Collegiate schools was
at the same time appointed to arrange
for publication certain facts connected
with the past work of Acadia Col
together with some allied facts relating
to the Collegiate system of Education,
in the Ulnited States, as given in a
recent work of the Rev. Dr. Dorchester
entitled “ Tue Problem of Religious
Progress.” He performed this duty,
and in doing so discussed briefly the
the question of “ Higher or Collegiate
education as a means of promoting the
spiritual, social and material advance-
ment of mankind.” He referred to the
more prominent modes of dealing with
this subjeet, viz., by * organized bodies
of Christians, usually called Denomina-
tions”' and * by an organized political
community called a State or Province ;"
and, in no uncertain or doubtiul lan-
guage, gave his impressions as to which
of the two modes would most effectually
promote “the spiritual, social and
material advancément of mankind.” e
wus perfectly familiar with the fact that
in the United States several institutions
of learning have been the offspring of
bountiful bequests and individual gene-
rosity, but we assume that he did not
refer to these for the reason that when
compared with the great mass of Col-
legiate institutions in that country
they are but few. His instructions
did vot cover other ground than the
two items above referred to, viz., the
past educational moral and religious
work performed for the Maritime Pro-
vinces by Acadia College and the stat-
istical arrangement of similar work
within the United States as published
by Dr. Dorchester. In that compara-
tively new country the circumstances
and surroundings of the people are, in
relation to this subject, most closely al-
lied to those of the Maritime Provinces ;
whiie in Great Britain, Germany, Swit-
zerland,Scandinavia,and other countries
ou the Continent of Europe the quee-
tion of higher education is so mach
interwoven with Church and State,
and the condition of the people differs
80 entirely from that of ourselves that
any just comparison, in the matter of
higher education, is impossible. In
appending our.names to and thus, as a
Committee adopting the statement re-
lerred to, possibly, it would have been
better had this ‘explanation been made
at the outset, but we humbly submit
that an unprejudiced reader could
hardly bave been misled by that state-
ment. No one can have supposed that
it was intended to cover the wide world
and to deal with the subject of Universi-
ty Education generally, notwithstanding
the affirmation of the sound principle
that in those Colleges where daily pro-
minence is given to religion, in the
ordinary acceptation of that term among
Christiun people, greater and more
enduring benefits accrue to  mankind '’
than in other institutions where the
subject is uvoided or kept in abeyance.

But Dr. MacGregor asks: “ Are
there not in Nova Scotia thousands of
working giviog Christians who condemn
Denominational Colleges 7' We an-
swer No!—most empbatically No !/
Higher Education in Nova Scotia is
indebted to the “ Denominational Col-
lege method” for every element of its
prosperity and success, if not for its
very existence. Every College in the
Province is organically connected with
one or other of the leading denomina-
tions. Take Dalhousie — Dr, Mac.
Gregor's own College—for example,
For some years prior to 1863 Dalhousie
College, one of the oldest Educational
Lostitutions in the country, wus literally
dead. The fact that it had rejected
from its faculty a gentleman in every
way qualified for the position on the
sole ground that he was a Baptist had
belped its downfall by proving that a
purely:gState College could be grossly
Sectarian. Then,the life-giving principle
of denominationalism was infused into it.
The Actot Parliament to * resuscitate”
Dalbiousie passed in that year, provided
that *“ any body of Christians” by
making endowmeént might nominate
Governors and Professors, and, as is
well known, the Presbyterian deoomi-
nation promptly took advantage of the
Act, and have since given that Institu-
tion theirstrong sympathy and support,
Wealthy Presbyterians, moreover, since
then, have come forward with -endow-
ment, and the result has been a great
triumph for the * Denominational Col.
lege method.” ;

The history of Acadia College illus-
trates the wisdom of this method even
more conclusively. Thirty years ago
she was yet in ber infancy and had
endowment whatever, o-day,thanks,

‘ot to one or two individuals,—for we

have no Munroes and McLeods—bus to

———

the thousands of Baptist people :bmg;.

out the Maritime I’rovinces,wh

. : WWR08S pray. 4
ersand sympathies accompany their gifts,
have
'100.000, g

her productive endowment funds
reached the large sum of
addition to some $80,000, we believe,
invested in other property, Aboyt
$20,000 additional endowment has beey
raised within the past six months, ang
the ball i« still rolling and increasing.

We do not intend to discuss here the
merits or demerits of the two methods

of education, and sumbit the above ex.

plaoatory remarks ds our answer to the
criticism contained in the first section
of Professor MacGregor's letter,

In reference to the statements made
by that geatleman in connexion with
Dr. Dorchester’s facts and figures, we
must say in the firct place that, although
personally unknown to us, we have jn.
dixputable local testimony to the effect
that he is in every sense of the word 4
reliable man ; and, we are aware, that

asa s'atistician be is recognized through. »

out the United States as a very hi

authority, To settle the matter, how.
ever, we will quote from one whoge
opinion will not be questioned,—a man
of world-wide reputation. Joseph Cook,
in the *prelude ” to his lecture on
* Toternational Daties of Christendom ”
delivered at Boston, March 26th, 1888,

made the following relerence to Dr, fl

Dorchester :

“I am citing these figures from ap |
expert.” (The figures refer to the
“ These
diagrams bave been most kindly loaned
Daniel Dor.
chester, author of the book well known
to echolars here, entitled, “ The Pro. |
blem of Religious Progress.” 1 do
not hesitate tosay that Dr. Dorchester’s |
calculations are the best I can find on

I am

grogress ot Christianity,)
to me by my friend Dr,

either side of the Atlantic,
tolerably familiar with German, Scottish,

and Eoglish statistical discussion of the 4
religious progress of the world, and [

am proud to say that the American

discussion on this matter since the pub-
Dorchester’s volume

lication of Dr.

must be admitted to be as thorough and

scholarly asany that has been published
abroad.”

The discrepancy between Dr, Dur. |

chester’s figures and those of the United
States Commissioner of Edueation

quoted by Dr. MacGregor arises from

their different views in reference to

what constitutes a Denominational, and
what a Non-Denominational College.
The Commissioner desigoates, Harvard,
8 “ Non-Sectariun ” Institution ; ono
of bis reasons probably being that while
its charter remains unamended, the
Governing Body of this as of some
other prominent Denominational Col-
lege has the power to appoint its own
members, while Dr. Dorchester calls it
Denominational for the following rea-
sons, which we consider sound :

In the first place Harvard was
founded because of the dread of * leay-
ing an illiterate ministry to the church-
es.” *“Yale was established for the
purture of a more rigid orthodoxy than
that prevailing at Huarvard, and for the
education of a ministry for the New
Haven Colony.”

In the second place all the “ Board
of Fellows, or men who manage the
affairs of Harvard, were quite recently,
with one exception, nitarians, and its
financial position is very largely due
to the bequests and gifts of the Uhi-
tarian Denomination, since the iastitu-
tion was wrested from the Congrega-
tionaliste,  Again; one of its com-
ponent paris is a Unitarian Theologi-
cal School, and President Elliot’s name
appears in the Unitarian *“Year Books,”
as the President of that Institatioo.
It will be better however for us in this
Connection, to give your readers Dr.
Dorchester's explanations in his own
language as contained in two foot notes
connected with table xiv. on the subject
of ** The Colleges and the Churches.”

Nore 1. “ A great amount of research,

review, and care has been expended
upon the above table. The author can-

not claim for it completeness or entire
accuracy ; but it is a close approxima-
tion, the best that conscien care,
and extensive inquiry can make, The
data are chiefly for 1878, and have been
thered from the report of Edueation
by General Eaton, the omissions of that
year being supplied from his previous
reports, and from thé Year Books of the
churches. Consultations have also been
bad with prominent educators,”
On the “ Denominational Relations "

of the Colleges, he makes the following
note ;

2. “ Under this. term is comprised the
Colleges whicl:) are closely associated, by
origin sympathy and support with par-
ticular churches, £ N

. The non-denominational are those de-
ngxated in General Eaton's reports as
“ Non-Sectarian,” or not specified at
all. SBome however, of those thus de-
signated in his reports as Yale, Prince
ton, Harverd, and Columbia, but really
Congregational, Presbyterian, Unitarian
and Epho«l)fnl, have been included in
the list of Denominational Odl:‘i:l be-
cause they are such in all their tions.
None of the D
have any Sectarian tests, and the

tinetion Sectarian and Non-Sectarian, is
often uanfair and offensive.’’

Over this whole Continent Princeton
is recognized as a Presbyterian institu-
tion, and for the first time in our lives
we now hear of its being classed amo
the Non-Denominational Colleges. .
is true it has no “ Sectarian tests

peither has Acadia,.whose charter pro-

enominational Colh’i:' ‘
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