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AT YA

The Yéir’;f Release.

BY MARIANNE FARNINGHAM,

When the bells rang their peal through the
wintry air,

A#d stargled the worshippers hushed as in
prayer, :
When the people turned gladly to friends

who were near
And whispered : *“ God give you a happy
new year, |
A fiat went fo th from God’s chamber of
peace, :
“To some there is dawning the year of re-
¢ ,‘m.,l

They koew not the sign that was put on
their brow— <

These happy ones soon in his presence to
bow ;

When the late light came in and began a new
day

They saw not the Messenger placed in the
Way;

They said : “ Will the toil and the sorrow
increase 1" :

Nor dreamed they had entered their year of
release.

With courage they patiently turned to their
task, .

For strength, not deliverance, dared they to
ask ; :

They sighed as they took up their burdens
agaia

Of sorrow and weariness, sickness and pain,

Nor ventwred to hope that their troubles
would cease,

Or joy become theirs in this year of release.

Oh, could they but know what the new vear
will bring ’

What glad songs of freedom and hope they
would sing,

How willingly suffer and toil for a while,

Thinking sye of their Lord and his welcom-
ing smile ; :

And “the patience of hope” would grow
strong and increase,

As they counted the days of their year of
release.

For, ere it has passed, the King’s face they
shall s e,

And ever from sorrow and sighing be free;

The things that perplex them shall all be
made plain, ;

And the evil ot sin never touch them again :

They will gain the bright country of plea-
sure and peace,

Thrice happy oues living their year of re-
lease.

Who are they, thus near to the end of their
way,

With sad faces meeting that wenderful day?

We know not, they] Know not, the Master
alone

Sees who shall have rest in the joy of his
throne :

We may say while our spirits grow strong
in his peace,

“It may be—it may be—my year of release,”

Let us live with that hope in our hearts day

by day,

We can bear that whichYpasses so swiftly
AWAY ;

There is work yet unfinished, tasks yet to
fulfil,

And lessons to learn of our Father's guod will,

Let us spend, as for him, the time shortly to
cease,

And God make us meet for our year of re.

lease.
London Christian” World,

Tae TeacHINGs OF THE PoPE oF
RoMe.—~The flollowing is extracted
from an Kueyclical letter of the present

. Pope, dated Rome September 1, 1888

~“It has always been the habit of
Catholies in danger and in troublous
times to fly for veluge to Mary, aud to
seek for peace in her maternal goodness
showing ihat the Catholic Church has
always, with justice, fput her hope and
trust in the Mother of God.” Again
“This devotion to the August Quven
of Heaven, so great and confident, has
never shone forth with sueh brilliancy
a8 when the militant Cliurch of God bas
sedmed to be endaogered by the violence
of heresy spread abroad, or by an in

tolerable morul eorruption, or by the
Attacks of powerful enemies.” Pops
Lev XIII. tells us the way to have our
sins washed out is by baving recourse
0 “the Blessed Virgin and repeating
the holy Rosary.” I was by devotion
to “the Rosury,” Pope Leo XIII, says
that the vieiories over the Turks in

_Past days were guined, He, speaks of

the tereible persecution the* Chuich "
suffered from the Albigensds, and (hat

it was met by such weapons as these.
R-ally, the audacity of Rome is very
wonderful. The Pope must have a
very grovelling idea of the care for
truth of his' English converts when he

sends over such false trash as this,—
London Freeman.

A CHRISTIAN PAPER FOR EVERY
CHRISTIAN FAMILY. — The Advance
says: ** Your church organization ought
never 10 be considered complete till
there is a committee whose business it
is to see that every family in the parish
is supplied with a religious paper of
some kind—your chur:h paper if pos-
sible~—but som? religious paper by all
means, It will belp the pastor every
day in the year, It will bring light

and joy to many who can be reached in
uo other way. It will strengthen all in

& better life, It is the quickest way to
aid at once all the interests of the church,
It will bind your members together,
and open the way for all good work,
No other single agency can equal i,
You can render no better service to
the Master or your neighbour than by
putting a religious paper into a family,”

DEAN STANLEY'S STORY FOR THE
CHILDREN,~-There was a litile girl
living with her old grandfather. She
was a good child, bt he was not a very
good man, and one day when the little
child came back from school, he put in
writing over her bed, ** God is nowhere,”
lor he did not believe-in:the good God,
and he tried to make the litile child be-
lieve the sxme, What did the little
girldo? 8he bhad no eyes to see, no
ears to hear, what her grandtather tried
to teach her, She was very small;
she could only read words of cne syll
able at the time; she rose above the
bad meaning which he tried to put into
her mind ; she rose, as we ought all 10
rise, above the temptations of our time ;
she rose into a higher and betier world ;
she rose bécause her little mind could
not do otherwise, and she read the werds
not ** God is nowhere,” but ** God is
now here.”

This is a grand story for children of
a larger growth,

Mr. Spurgeon has gone for his win.
ter rest to the South of France. In
the current number of the Sword and
Trowel be writes: When this magagine
reaches our readers we shall be packing
up lor our six weeks of rest, Itvis to
us a refilling time when we are well.
We have to pour out fresh teaching all
the other days of the year, and now we
try to receive by quiet meditation that
which we hope to preach afterwards,
In our absence we shall be much
cheered if friends will remember our
work, College, orphanage, colportage,
evangrlists—all these are great devour-
ers ; bat if the Lord's people give to
them conscientiously during our absence
there will be no lack, By faith we
commit all these works to ‘the great
Father's care. The preachers at the
Tuabernacle on Sundays during our ab-

sence will ‘(D.V.) be as follows :~ De-
cember 8, R, H, Lovell ; 16th and 238.d,
W. Y. Fullerton; 80th, J. Jackson
Wray; dJanvary 6, morning, A. G,
Browao ; evening, J. A, Spurgeon ; 18th,
C. Spurgeon,

We have had, what the weather
philosophers-call. ‘a cold ‘dip * during
the last week, On Saturday might the
thermometer began to descend, until on
Sunday morningin Dartmouth it marked
13° below zero, and at the Birse about
a mile out of town it was 16° below.
It continued all through SBunday  below
gero, and on Monday morning is said to
have marked 18° below, This is very
unusual #0 near the sea It was proba.

bly muchcolder in the interior and nigher
parts of the provinsze,

Holiness is The Fi'uoblmul plan
upon which God buildeth up His living

te mples,— Spurgeon,

@hurclim.

Lockrort, Dee, 17, 1888.—Dear
Brother Selden,~The friends of the
cause of Christ may be glad to know
that we have been privileged to visit
the baptismal waters twice lately, Six
have obeyed the Lord by submitting to
His ordinance,

We expect to baptize again next
Sabbath. We believe that many others
are thinking seriously about spiritual
things, and we expect to be permitted
to welcome many into the chorch during
the coming wegks,

Truly yours,
H. N. Parey.

Bews from the

Tae GosperL 1IN FnANcn.—-M. Ca-

succeeded in opening a small room for
the prenching of the Gospel in Noyon,
the birthplace of the reformer, Calvin,
So greatly has the very name of Pro-
testantism been forgotten, thut scarcely
4ny ol the inbabitanis have ever heard
of the name even of Calvin, Great
was the surprise of the pasior to find
quite a select audience, among whom
were even ofll :ial personages  1is first
subject was, * The Holy Virgin and
the Protestants,” He will continue h's
vigits every fortnight, but it assistanee
were fortheoming the Gospel might be
proclaimed weekly in Noyon, Such

assistance the pustor would be glad to
receive,

A CHURCHMAN ON SACERDOTAL-
18M.— Archdeacon Farrar in his Luther
Commemoration sermon suid :—* The

i8 in office, and in office only. It is
baptism which makes us all priests to
God in a sense far high.r than ordina-
tion cau. ~The Christian priest is a
presbyter ; he is that, and, except by
creeping usurpation and insinuated
falschood, he is and he can be nothing
more, If he professes in any way to
be indispensuble for & soul's uceess to
God, it be pretends that the salvation
of any soul depends in any way on
anything which he can graut or wi:h-
hold, he usurps the functions which
belong to Christ aione,”

Tae Sociery o Frienps.—There
bas just been issued to the members
of the Society of Friends, and will,
in about a month, be offered to
the public, a revised edition of the
Quaker rules. The new version is
entitled, ‘ Book of Christian Discip-
line of the Society of Friends', and is
4 revised version of the work first is-
sued a century ago under the authority
of the yearly meeting, Three other
editions intervene between the original
one and that now issued, The volume
is & large octavo of nearly 400 pages,
Chiel amongst the changes is the with-
drawal of the inhibition on music; Lut
the veto on dancing and theatre going
is sustained,

The Mayor of Lewes, England
being a member of the Society of
Fiiends, the corporation attended
Div ne service at the Friends' meeting-
house on Sunday week, without amy
appurent evil consequences.

Several leading members of the So-
ciety of Friends “were at the Lord
Mayor's banquet, His Lordship, who
was formerly a Friend, has many rela.
tives in the Society

Duriog Mr. Joseph Bevan Braith-
waite's stay in  Couostantinople the
Friends and persons (mostly Armeuians)
worshipping there as Friends were
formed into a regular “ monthly meet.

* n
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The Canadian Baptistof the 6th inst

gives news from the churches as fol-
lows : —

Montreal (First Baptist Church),—
On Thursday evening, November 7th,
a social meeting was held to welcome the
Pastor, Rev, J, Wheaton Smith, D. D.
The exercises consisted of addresses by
Rev. Thos. Henderson, other members
of the church, and ot Olivet ehurch, and
bl’)' Rev. T, Lafleur; music by the
choir and social intercourse, Refresh-
ments were served at the close,

Toronto —( College St),—The services
on Lord's Day in conneetion with the en-
largement and renovation ei the chureh
edifice were of @ most impressive char-.
acier, - In the morning the Rev, E, W,
Dadson, B, A. delivered a searching
discourse to a large audience, Protessor

Weltoo, D, D, preacbed in the evening
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dot; the Baptist pastor of Chauny, has|

distinction between priest and layman'
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ing. At the close, Pa-tor Holmes bap-
tized seven interesting candidates,

some of them being promising young

Valleyfield, P, Q.—Yoo will be in.
terested possibly to know that we have
now organized into a regular Baptist
Qhurob here, with a first membership of
sixteun,

R T

Petrolia.—Since | last wrote you, five
believers in Jesus have been baptized at
Wyoming ; one was received for baptism
who will uttend o the ordin .ne+ and
others would have obeyed the command
had they been left to them-elves,
Yesterday in Petrolia we rec-ived three
on experience and one the werk before,
making an increase of twenty-five to the
meémbership of the Baptist Church,
Petrolia, since the special meetings
begao. Others are in an anxious state

ol mind, for which we “ thank God and
take courage,

\Brantford—(East Ward),—Yester-
:ljy it was my happy privilege to an-
unce to the church and congregation,
this house of God is free from debt,
Three years ago when I first began to
labor with this people as a student, I
found that the church after a few years
of unusual prosperity, had almost dis-
banded through difficulties arising from
ditlerences of opinion. There remuin-
ed however a tuithful fow, and the Lord
blessed our united efforts to the salva.
tion and sanctifying of souls. On
Suturday Dec. 1st we bad the joy of
seeing the amount paid in full, the mort-
gage released and banded to the trus-
tees. Last evening we had the plea-
_sure of baptizing, and soon we bope
“again to enter the baptismal waters.
J. McEwen.

——

Montreal (Olivet).—Rev, Albert G,
Upbam, late pastor in Sou'hbridge,
Massachusetts, arrived in Montreal last
week, and on Sanday, Dee, 20d. ser-
vices were held for his recogoition in
the pastorate of the Olivet Baptist
Coureh, The Rev, Dr., Clarke, ot Me-
Master Hall, late pasior of the church,
preached a sermon appropriate to the
occasion, from Acis 28 : 15, on, * Wel-
come to a minister.” At3 p. m,
Sunday-School addresses were deliver-
el by the old pastor and the new, and
by Dr, J. Wheaton Smith, pastor of the
First Baptist Chorch. In the evening
Mr. Upham preached irom 1 Cor.2 12,
on * Preaching Christ,” what it means
and what it includes, On Monday
evening a social meeting of welcome was
held in the Sunday-school room,

New families are taking iheir places
in the congregation on Sundays: the
Sunday-School ia strong and vigorous :
and the prospect that opens belore the

new pastor and his people is full of
promise, '

A gentleman, after communicating at
a church with & viear of Puritan pro-
clivities,, made a low and reverent bow
to the altar before he retired. Qoe of
the officiants, supposing it to be a sa-
laam to himself, returncd the bow.

How 10 GET THE YOUNG MEN TO
PUBLIC wWORSHIP,—There are many
strong motives that could be mentioned
that have been effeciively used, but the
one to which we would call aitention
has not been fully con.idered, though
it bus always been more or less success-
fal—the social power of Christian
women. Mothers can influence young
men. KEach son feels honoured 10 be
reminded of his duty by a tender-heart-
ed Christian mother, The solicitude is
itseif grateful. It draws him to the one
to him dearest of all others, unless he
has sunk down to be a hopeless repro-
bate, No young man is past recogpis-
ing and at least yielding respect 0. the
motherly influence of women, especially
of Christian women, Try it, mothers;
it will pay a thousandfold ; it will com-
fort you in the cloudy and dark day ; it
will be a pillow under your aching bead
softer than the down, to know of some
young man that yoo hive given, as in
sécond birth, to the world, It will
soothe when anodynes fail, or make you
strang-ly wakeful, to kvow thut you
bave Iescued some tempest-tossed youug
and manly lite, all environed by temp-
tation, and have set him on the rock.
Maybe you have a son beyond the sound
of your tremulous voice, too far away
to hear your pleadings with God, your
wrestlings with Divine strengih— too
far from home to see your endeayours

to bind God to him by his promises 1o
you. Do you want to know bow to put

to an overflowing congregation. The
sermon was both instructive and inspir-

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, December 26, 1883.

darling from the lious ? Speak to some
other mother’s darling, as dear to her as
yours, and as far away perhaps, and for
whom prayers go up swimming in tears,
God will surprise you when faith falters,
and hope long deferred muketh the
beart sick. You will take up the long-
dropped note of triumph, * Come and re-
joice with me. This, my son, that was

lost is found—that was dead is alive
again,’

-

- An Egyptian Home.

Let us begin by visiting the house of
& poor member of the community, so as
to get an idea of Fellah life in its
simplest form. In a blank wall of
about eight feet high, composed of
sunburnt bricks, and veneered with a
coating of sun.dried mud, we find a
small door through which no one over
five or six years could pass without
stooping. As this is the only entrance,
we conclude that the proprietor has
neither buffalo nor any of_ the larger
kinds of agricultural instruments, and
that any hopes he may have of acquir-
ing live stock in the future do not soar
above a eat, a few barn-door fowls, and
perhaps a very diminutive donkey, A
glance at the interior confirms this
conclusion. The enclosure consists of
three small courts—if & space 12 feet
by 6 can be digonified by such a name—
convected by holes in the partiiion
walls similiar in size to the entrance.
The first court is ocoupied almost
entirely by a windowless mud haut,
covered by a flat roof of maize stocks
mixed with clay. This diminutive
structure is at once the kitchen and
winter bed.room of the whole family,
comprisiog a married couple, the
husband’s old mother, and two young
children. A large brick stove, which
occupies two-thirds of the dark interior,
is used in the daytime for baking the
bread and cooking the scanty fare, and
at night it serves as a bed for all the
inmates. Daring the warm summer
nights they can sleep on a bit of seed
mattiog in one of the two other ¢ courts.’
In the first of these are two hollow
mud pillars, for storing the grain and
other provisions, and close to these
primitive provision chests sits the old
grandmother churning baffulo’s milk—
presumably for one of the neighbcrs—
in & kid's skin suspended by a bit of
palmstree rope frem a long peg in the
wall, Leaning on her shoulder is a
youug child, whose perfect nudity is only
partly concealed by the multitude of
flice which cluster on his dark brown
vkin, and who divides his attention be-
tween the churning operation, the
unexpected strangers, and the bit of
sugar-cane which be is gnawing with
intense sati-faction., Iu the third and
innermost court there is nothing but a
small mud hut which represents the
family treasury. Without making a
personal inspection, we can construct
with tolerable certainty an inventory of
its contents, There will be the gaudily
painted wooden trunk in which the
wife, when a bride, brought her modest
trousseau to her new home, the few
articles of wearing apparel and female
ornament not actually in use, and some
copper cooking untensils, These con-
stitute the entire moveable property
of the family, unless we inclaude under
this term half a dosen lean chickens,
which bave been taught to subsist by
their own exertions. The premises
are quite sufficient, therefore, for all
practical wants, and if the live stock
should be hereafter increased by the
addition of a few kids, lambs, or even
& donkey, no additional accommodation
will be required, for the new comers can
sleep comfortably in close proximiry
to the family without any danger of

bipeds and quadrupeds interfering wiih
each other’s comfort,

-

‘What is the worst thing about |
riches I’ asked a teacher, ¢ Their |
searcity,’ replied a boy, and he was im- |
mediately awarded a prige.

God under obligations to save your

{ WHOLE SERIES.
Vol. XLVII., No. 53. }

| Husban.d;énd'Wives.

The Christian Union has a econtribe
utor, ** Spectator,” who writes much
that is wice. The following is capital :
~—*“If the Spectator were a clergyman he
would always take for his text, * Be
courteous.” According t> his observa-
tion more coldu¢ss and estrangements,
it not more absolute quarrels and sepa-
rations. grow out of a disregard of the
common rule of courtesy in married life
than from any other cause. The wife

to her servants while her husband is in

the widdle of a sentence ; if he were

any other gentleman she would at least
say, ‘ Kzcuse me for a moment.” The
wife comes into the room, and the hus-

lady enters the house, he rises and
offers her one. If a guest is coming to
the house,the lady of the bouse is dressed
and at the door, ready to receive him ;
if it is only her husband, she has ne
welcome. If a lady is at table asa

of social conversation to entertain her
with her tea and berries; if the wife is the
only lady, he sits silent, or even whips
a letter or a newspaper out of his pocket
and- reuds to himsell Madam! no
gentleman is -ntiiled to such disting
guished consideration as your husband.
Sir ! no lady is entitled to such deferent-
ial trestment as your wile. The truth
is, with most of us, manner is like a drebs
suit, pat on opon special occasions ;
whergas it ought to be like our skin,

taken off while we are alive.

-~
B 4

The New York KExaminer informs

denied the application for a writ of mane
damus by a member of the Hanso' -place
Baptist Church, The choreh withdrew

member for cause, in an orderly man~
ner and he appealed to the civil courts
for redress on the ground that the act of
the church disfranchised him. Judge
Cullen based his denial of the applica-
tion on the ground that the excluded
member had suffered the loss of ne
temporal privilege, that he could still
attend and vote at the business sessions
of the society, and that it was not with.
in the province of a civil court to re.
move the spiritual censure which was
the sole effect of the action of the chareh,
This is gond acnse, at any rate, and the
judge says it is good law, There is but
one ease in which a ecivil court would
be .ju:tified in interfering with the dis-
cipline of a church—where that dis.
cipline was exercised irregularly,tyran-
nously, and so #s to injure a man’s
standing in the community, In such
cases, on salisfactory proot.the courts do
sometimes issue' a mandamus r-quiring
the chureh to restore the exeluded mem-
ber to fellowship, and proceed against

him regularly. The Brooklyn case

was not one of this kind.”’

Mgrs. ParTiNgToN's CHRISTMAS

RevLecTION,—~* Don't make such a
noise, dear, said the kind old lady*
holding up ber hand ; “ you give me &
serutinizing pain in my bead, and your
young voice goes through my brains
like a scapel knife, But what did the
good Santa Cruz put in your stocking,
laauc ?,

And she looked at him with an arch
and pleased expression, as he took, out
of his pocket a jackkoife, and a hum.
top pawted with gaudy ecolors, lke
held them op joyously, and it was a
sight to see the two standiog there, she
8 uiling serenely upon the boy's happi-
ness, and he gratelul in the possession
of his treasures,

“Ah!l' said she, with a sigh, * there’s

many a home to-day, Isaae, that Santa
Cruz won't visit «nd many a peor child
will find nothing in his stocking but his

| own litdle foot |’

O e 1 a0 g, -

gets up aud goes off to give a direction

band sits still in his chair ; if any other -

guest, the gentleman brings some topie -

put on from within, and never to be -

us :—* Justice Cullen, ot Brooklyn, has

the hand of fellowship from the said
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