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TTHH CHRISTIAN MESSENGER,.

Fhe Christian Wensenger,

Bible Lessons for 1884,
FIRST QUARTER.

The lessons for this quarter are drawn
from the Acts of the Apostles, the
Epistle of James, and the Ejistles to
the Thessalonians, This selection of

lessons is made in accordance with the:

plan of giving the student «f the New
Testament the Acts and the Episiles,
as far a8 possible, in chronological
order. - In earrying out this plan, the
study of the Acts is broken, and lessons
from those Epistlés introduced which
were written about the same time. The
Epistle of James is supposed by many
soholars to have been wiitien very early
in the history of the church~in ali
probability about the time of the Con-
ference at Jerusalem. After the lesson
on that Conference, therefore, we have
three lessons from James. The Epistiés
to the Thessalonians were written, it is
believed, while Paul was living at
Corinth. Accordingly, when that part
of the Acts of the Apostles has been
studied which describes Paul’s life in
Corinth, two lessons are drawn from the
Episties 1o the Thessalonians. This
plan will be continued during the next
three years, and until the study of the
entire New Testament has been com-
pleted.

That portion of the Book of Acts with
which we bave to do during the present
quarter, covers about four years of the
great Apostle’s history, extending from

‘A« D, 50 to A. D, 54 - It eomprises the

Conference at Jerusalem and Pauls
Necond Missionary Journey. This is a
most important petiod in the history of
the early chuich, and should be studied
with the greatest care.

We resume, in this les:on, the study
of the Acts of the Apostles, interrupted
by lessons fiom the Old Testament
during the last six months. The scene
of the lesson is the city at Antioch, in
Syria, where a flourishing church had
been gathered through the labors of un-
known but faithful men, who were
driven thither by the force of persecu
tion at Jerusalem The best introduc
tion to the study of the lesson will be
found in reading Acts xi. 19-30; xiii
1-4 ; xiv, 24-28.—Senior Quarterly.

Lesson I.—~JANUARY 6, 1884.

THE OONFERENCE AT JERUSALEM.

Acts xv, 1-1L

Coxyir o Memory: Vs. 8-11.

GorpeNy Texr. —*“ We believe that
through the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, we shall be saved, even as they.”
—Acts xv. 11.

DAILY HOME READINGS.

M. The Conference and its Decision,
Acts xv, 1-21,
‘F. The Covenant of Circumecision,
Gen. xvii. 1-27.
W. Paul’'s Account of the * False
Bretbren,” Gal. ii 1-10.
T. Peter's Wavering about the Law,
Gal. ii. 11-21.
F. Law and Grace,
: John i. 11-17.
8. Deliverance from the Law,
Rom., vii. 1-6.
8. BSecurity in Christ,
Rom. viii. 33-39.

ANavysis.—1. The Yoke of the Law,
Ve, 1-6. Il The Journey to Jerusa-
lem, Vs 2-4. 1II. The Conference in
Session, Ve. 6. 1V. The Address of
Peter, 7-11.

QuesrioNs.— Who wrote the Book of
Acts? What is the general subject of
the first division ? To what pation was
the gospel first preached ?

Ve. 1-5.~Who were the cerfain men?
What does Paul eall them? From
where did they go down to Antioch?
Why? Was their teaching o slight mas-
take, or a great error ?

Vs, 2-4.— Who met the false brethren
in discussion at Antioch ? Did Paul and
Barpabas give way ? Gal. ii. 5. Why
did they go to Jerusalem? Who sen:
them? Who went with them? To
whom was this great question referred ?
What apostles were in Jerusalem at this
time ? Gal. ii. 9.

Vs. 6.—Who came together to con-
sider the question 7 State the question
brought before them.

Vs. 7-11 —Did the subject excite
much discussion? What is the first
int of Peter's address? How had
settled the whole matter? Where

is Peterls mission to the Gentiles re-
corded 20 24. What is Peter'ssecond
point? What wituess did God give to
them ? Was the gift conditioned upon
circumecision ? Wﬁ.at is Peter's thurd
int? How are Gentile hearts puri-
T What does Peter say the teach
ing of the Phariseic brethren would do?
Lesson Provings — Where, in this
lesson, do we find—1 Tuat the gospel
isfor all men? 2 That all are saved
in the same way ? * 3. That salvation is by
grace alone? 4. That we receive it
through.hnht .

%
s —

The arrival of Paul and Barnabss at
Antioch, at the close of their First Mis-
sionary Journey (as seen in our last
lesson in Acts, in 1883), was followed
by a controversy which involved the

most momentous oconsequences to the
church for all time, and which led to
their visit 10 Jerusalem, recorded in
this lesson. The controverted question
was a fundamental one ; it being notaing
less than whether the observance of the

| Jewish Law was necessary to salvation.

Nores.—Vs, 1 —Certain men. Paul
in Gal. ii. 4, calls them false brethren.
and says they came down from Jerusalem
to Antioch as spies,  to spy out our
liberty, &e. From Judea. They were
‘probably members of the Jerusalemn
Church. Came down. Not sent ; but of
their own accord, and bent on mischief,
Ezxeept ye be circumcised, etc. They did
not merely recommend that, for pru
dential reasons, certain ceremonies he
continued, but boldly declared that the
observance of the Jewish Law was a
condition of salvation—thus, virtually,
making “the cross of Christ of none
effect.”” They substituted the law of
works for the gratuitous justification by
faith in Jesus Christ. This 'was an utter
subversion of the whole scheme of sal-
vation, as taught in the gospel. 3

Ve. 2.~ No small dissension and dis
pulation. Paul and Barnabas, with the
full authority of the Holy Spirit, op-
posed these false teachers with great
energy. “To whom,” says Paul (Gal
ii. §), “ we gave place by 'subjection, no,
not for an hour.” Still, as coming from
Judea, these Judaizing teachers would
seem to the Church at Antioch as
ciothed with some authority ; and the
brethren were perplexed. Hence, they,
i. e, the church, determined that Paul
and Barnabas, and certain other of
‘them (of whom Titus was one. See Gal.
ii. 1), should go up to Jerusalem wunto
the apostles and elders, about this ques.
tivn. Paul was not only sent by the
church, but by the Holy Spirit as well,
through a special revelation (Gal ii. 2).
He, certainly, had no doubt oo the
question ; and may not have gone to
consult the Jerusalem Church, but for
this direction from the Lord. Iu is not
implied that the Jerusalem Courch had
authority over doctrines, or other
churches ; but it was natural that the
Antioch Church should seek their coun
sel. It was wise, also, to meet the
question in the church from which the
false teachers came,

Vs. 3.—Brought on their way by the
church. The route of the apostles lay
through Phoenicia and Samaria, where
they spread the joyful news of the con
version of the Gentiles ; and the fact of
Gentile conversion was itself a settle-
ment of the question.

Vs. 4.— Received of the church, etc.
Thut is, heartily recewved. According
to Gal. ii. 1, Paul at first privately com-
municated with the leaders of the
church, telling them the gospel which
be preached to the Gentiles: and then
they more publicly declared all things
that God had done with them. Taey
gave an account of their call by the
Holy Spirit to their missionary work,
aod how it had prospered in the coun
tries visited. It was not a story of what
great things they had done, but what
God bad done, who himself had opened
the door to the Gentiles.

Vs. 5, 6.—Yet in the face of this,
there rose up (in opposition) certain (in
the assembly) of ihe sect of the Phari-
sees which believed. These demanded
that the Gentile converts, of whom they
had just beard, should be circumcised,
and put under the whole ceremonial
law—that they should pass turough
Judaism in order to be Christians. The
question was a fundamental one ; and
ueace the apostles and elders came lo.
gether to consider of this matter. The
apostles and elders are specially named,
the church ratifying the sentence which
James, as President of the Conlerence.
announced (vs. 19).

Ve, 7-9.—~ Much disputing. The mat-
ter was debated with great earnestness.
Peter roseup, His address would have
great weight on the right side, not ouly
because of his prominedce, but also
because of his former well-known Jewish
prejudices. Good while ago. Assum-
mg that the conversion of Cornelius, to
which Peter here refers, took place
about the same period of Paul's conver
sion, the * good while ”” would be four-
teen years. See Gal, ii. 1. Ged mad®
choice, ete. Peter shows that the giviog
the gospel to the Geutiles was not a new
thing; that it was God’s doing—Peter,
himself, being first chosen to preach to
them, and made the subject of a special
revelation in order to open the door to
them ; that the same terms were pre-
sented to them as to the Jews; i. e, to
the Jews, the Holy Ghost was given,
which was the true test of their accept-
ance with God ; that God looked at
their hearts, and based his gift of the
Spirit upon their true repentance and
faith, und not upon any outward cere-
mooial ; and that in all this mitter he
put me difference between Jew and
Geutile. Purifying their hearts by
faith. Not by the circumcision of the

fl -sh, but of the heart. See Jor. ix. 26;
Col. ii, 11. Not by outward rites, but

L g i
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by the inner application of the blood of
atonement, .

Vs. 10, 11— Why tempt ye God? To
demand, in view of all this, that the
Gentiles should submit to Jewish rites
a3 necessary to their salvation, was to
set themselves presumptuously against
God. It was to insist not on'y upon
what he had not required, but upon
what he had rejected. 1t was to bring
them into bondage instead of freedom.
The yoke was not simply the attention
to ceremonies as such, but the endeavor
to save themselves by their own obedi-
ence and by rituiistic observances.
The law.was not meant to give lite, but
a knowledge of sin ; and thus to lead to
Christ. Through the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Through his finished
work, Jews and Gentiles alike are

saved through what Curist has done. |

Even the Jew must renounce depen-
dence upon his own law, because it is
“weak through the flesh.” Why com-
pel the Gentile to seek salvation from
what has failed the Jew, when *‘Christ
is the end of the law for righteousness
to every ome that believeth ?”

SUGGUESTED LESSONS,

We are greatly indebted to these
brethren for the occasion of the definite

settlement of a question which is world_ |

wide in application and fundamental in
importance. The Lord knows how to
bring good out of evil.

Paul and Barnabas had but one theme.
It was “ what God had done with them.”

The peril of the church of Christ is
not from outside enemies, but from the
bigotry of those within it, who degire to
substitute law for grace.

The cry of the ritualist to-day is that
of the Pharisaic brethren— salvation
through rites and ceremonies.

Let us bless God for a gospel which
breaks every yoke, brings us from bond-
age into liberty, and saves Jew and
Gentile alike through the grace of Christ.

We are not saved by *the mystical
washing of baptism ”; nor are infants
‘* made regenerate ” by infant baptiem.

The Gospels, and Acts, and Episties
are the ultimate standard of appeal
“To the law and 10 the testimony’" is
the demind of Baptist churches. The
question with us is, what is the inspired
example of the Church at Jerusalem,
aod what are the inspired directions
that are gi.en us by the holy men who
spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost? Christians would resolve to be
guided by New Testament teachings.

— e Dk

Help for Parents, or for the
Teacher of the Primary Class.

The Jews had e0o many, many hard
rules ; yes, more than a thousand | How
many had God given on the mountain ?
Only ten. Yet they had made more
than three hundred out of those ten |
The teacher might shom briefly how
foolish and how hard to remember some
of these were, by showing about the
washings, hands held in one position at
one time, and in another for something
else—sometimes wetting only the fingers,
eometimes plunged up to the elbows.
You could walk s0 many yards on the
Sabbath, but no further, etc. Or, if the
children know about sacrifices, you

| might show how burdensome they were ;

or the feasts, how difficult to come from
far-away homes to Jerusalem, leaving
burioess and little children for so long,

Biiefly tell of the church of Gentiles
who were Christians, but bhad never
learned all those laws. Would it be
easy (o learn them? Or to keep them ?
Picture some Jews who had been very
strict in keeping them, having, been
taught from babyhood, coming from
Auovioch, and saying: “ You cannot be
sauved, unless you do as we do.” How
troubled the Gentiles were! They
thought: “ We never can do it; there
i8 no use in trying,” and hurried to ask
their teachers if it were true. Who
were their teachers? Puul and Barna-
bas. This is what they taught, Acts
xvi. 31.

At length they tell the story in Jeru
salem. Some Pharisees interrupt:
“Yes, that is all very well, but it is not
snough. They must keep the law of
Moses besides.”” Call out the names of
some whom they know in Jerusalem—
Peter, James, Jobn—it will seem more
real to them. A little sketch of the
pariy setting out with the letter, and the
joy it caused, may be given.

—Abridged from the Baptist Teacher

If there were but one general truth
I could lodge in the mind of any one or
all men, it would be this . that true life
consists in the fulfilment of relations.
We are born into relations ; we never
get out of them ; all duty consists in
megting them. The family, the church,
the state, the humanity at large, these
are the sources of our primary and abid-
ing duties, as well as of our happiness,

the sum-total of ethics and religion.—
Theodore T. Munger.

i

Boutls” Depariment.

Original and Selected.
Bible Enigma,

No. 257.

Find the answers to the following, and
the initials, it will be found, give an im-
portant command of our Lord and
Saviour :

1. What was the name of the first
king of I-rael?

2. Who was the father of Methuselah ?

3 What was the name of the brother
of Moses ?

4. Give the name of Jacob's eldest
son.

5 Who was the firet convert to Christ
from the Gentile world ?

6. Who was king of the Jews at the
time of our Saviour's birth ?

7,8, What were the two mountains |-

referred 10 in the twenty-ninth Psalm ?

9. Where did our S«viour make Him-
self known to two of His disciples on
the day of His resureection?

10. What woman aceompanied Mary
Mugdalene to the sepulchre to avoint
the body of Jesus on the morning of
the resurrectioan ?

11. Who was the high priest of the
Jews at the time of our Saviour’s trial ?

12, 13. Give the names of the mother
and father of Jacob ard E.au.

14. Nume the dexcon who baptizad a
rich traveller.

15. Give the name of the woman who
was miraculously returned to life by
Peter.

16. Where was the birthplace of
Abrabam ?

17. In what city was Paul imprisoned ?

18. Who was the mother of Timothy ?

19. " Who was the first Christian
martyr ?

=~ OURIOUS QUESTIONS;
No. 170.
A Charade.
Badly feel the printers,
When the types they first ;
But the blunder oft will hapgen,
Though in priniing they be versed.

4 Come, my second,” said the father,
To bis ouly boy ;

‘Put away.your slate and pencil,
And a boat-ride we'll enjoy.”

Within the holy Bible,
This river’s nnme 1s found ;

It belped 10 water Paradise,
Tbat well-known boly ground.

No. 171,
Find the name of a pieze of furniture
in each of the tollowing sentences :

1. Mary is just over ber long illness.
2. Willyou take upa newcap to Annie?
3. There is too much air in this room.

No. 172;

Form a diamond of words :

1. The head of Tom.

2. One and one.

3. Twisted thread.

4. A unit,

9. Two-thirds of an eye.

No. 173.

A nauticalword enigma.

Build up a sentence of three words
letter by letter. Go from the last letter
of each word on to the first. The first
word has six letters, the second three
and the last five.

1. May be found in the wind, but not

in the gale
That sweeps the ocean and tatters
the sail ;
2. Next lives in the anchor, not in the
mast ;
3. The hurricane holds the next terri-
bly fast.
4. Look weil in the boat that hangs on
the davit ;
If rightly you look, you surely will
have it.
5. I'm part of the rigging, but never in
chain.
6. The cupsian has held the first over
again, - :

7. I'm not in the hold, tho’ seen in the
keel ;
8. I’m nothing to steer by, but found in
the wheel.
9. Without me, no captain could ven-
ture to sea;
Tho' mever on board of his ship may

I be.

10. Let's try it again : I'm found in each
rope.

11. And safe in the locker you'll see me,
I hope.

12. 'm always abroad, yet never no
deck ;

13. I help at the anchor, but not at your
beck ;

14. And if there's anything yet you may
see,

Examine it close—it’s me to a 7.

Now mind your letters, arrange them
well

A plen’ant circle then you can spell.

Find answers to the above—write them
down—and see how they agree with the
answers to be given next week,

Answer to Bible Enigma.

No. 256.

J oshu A
A minada B
C asto R
O raph A
B es0o M

JACOB—~ABRAM.

ANSWERS TO OURIOUS QURSTIONS,

No. 165.
Jonah's Gourd,

No. 166,
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No. 167.
A pair of shoes.
No. 168.

1. Might—mite; 2. Rhyme— rime :
3. Flour— flower ; 4. Night — knight ;
5. Bite—bight; 6. Freeza—fiieze; 7.
Waive—wave,

No. 169,
Double Aerostie.
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Our wish for all our youthful readers ;

“ Al Chbristmas joys
To girls and boys.

The Rich and the Poor Man.

A WONDER~STORY FOR THE LITTLE FOLKS,
ADAPTED FROM THE GERMAN,

A long time ago a good angel lived
among men. He sometimes went aboul
in disguise, and then he appeared very
much like a man 80 that those who saw
him supposed not that he was an angel,
but simply a man. It happened ohe
evening that he was tired from travel,
and the night came on before he could
reach an inn. Along the.road were two
houses, one large and bandsome, which
belonged to a rich man, the other small
aod humble, whose owner was poor.
Then he thought, [ will seek shelter at
the rich man’s door, for to him I will be
no burden.” The rich man, when he
heard the knock at his door, lifted the
window, and asked the stranger what he
wanted. He replied, “I am seeking
shelter for the night.” The rich man
looked at the traveller from head to foot,
and because he was clothed very plainly,
he shook his head and saild, “I can no
let you in ; my rooms are full, and if |
lodged every body who knocked at my
door, I might myself take the beggar's
staff in my hand. Go elsewhere.” With
that he shut his window and left the
weary traveller standing at his door.

Then he went to the little house and
knocked. The poor man atonce opened
the door and bade the traveller come
in. “It is already dark,” said he, * you
caa not go farther, lodge with us for
the dight ” So he became their guest.
The good wife baked some potatoes in
the fire, milked the goat, and set the
table for the evening meal. As the night
wore on, a bed was spread for the tired
stranger, and soon slumber closed all
eyes, both in the poor man’s cottage and
the mansion cf his rich ueighbor.

Early next morning, after partaking
of a breakfast with the humtle pair,
their guest said, as he was about to leave
them, “ Because you are pious, and of a
pitiful heart, make three wishes, and I
will fulfil them a'l uato you.”” Then
said the poor maaq, * What should I wish
but for everlasting blessedness, and that
we two, while we live, may have our
strength and daily bread; I desire no
more,”’ S

The stranger asked, “ Would you not
like a new house for this old one.”

# Yee,” said the man, “ if it could be
”-"

- Accordingly the old house was changed
into a new one, and afterwards their
guest went on his way.

It was full day when the rich man
woke and looked out of his window.
There he beheld a pretty new house with
red tiles and bright windows, where be
fore the poor hut had stood.” He was
amazed, and called to his wife, * Run
and see how this wonderful thing has
come to pass.” His wife hastened over
the way, and on inquiry, learned that
the stranger who had lodged with them
had offered to fulfil thrse wishes for
them, and it was he who had changed
their old house into a new one. This
news she brought back to her husband.

The rich man was in a great rage when
he saw what he had lost in turning away
the stranger from his door. “ Make
haste,” said his wife, “ saddle your horse,
and overtake him and ask that he will
grant to you also three wishes,” This
he did.

When he came up with the traveller
he said to him, “I hope you will not
think evil of me, I tried last night to
find my door key, but when I found it
you had gone away.” Then he askled if
three wishes might be granted him, as
for his neighbor.

“ Yes,” said the stranger, “ but it were
better for you not to ask.” Then he
added, “ Ride home, and whatever you
wish for shall come to pass.”

Riding bomeward he pondered what
great things he should wish for ; but his
horse startled by some o'ject sprang to
the side road. * Softly pony,” said he,
“go softly.” The horse jumped and

pranced the move until its rider became

impatient and an ry, and éried out, “I
wish your neck was broken.” Scarce
were the words spoken when plump,
down fell the horse dead with a broken
neck. His first wish was fultilled. He
took off the saddle and bridle and
throwing them over his shoul lers began
to plod homeward on foot. The day
was hot, the load heavy and the WAy
long. He thought of his wife at home
suting in her eusy chair while he was
suffering from the heat, the dust and his
burden. The thought made hiwm angry
and he eaid, “] wish she was on this
saddle and had to stey there.” Imme-
diately the saddle was lifted from his
shoulders, and it vanisted from his
sight. He walked on till he reached
his home, Lhit;kmg all the time what he
should desire in the last wish, when lo,
there upon the saddle sat hi- wife, cry
ing piteously because she could not get
off fiom it. * Ba con ent,” sail he, 1
will wish for you all the riches of the
world, enly stay where you are,”

“ What are they worth to me,” said
she, “if I have 4o sit here forever? You
have wished me on, now you must wish
we off again.” 8o he did

Wuoen she rose up she said to him,
“You sheepshead, [ could have done
better myself.”’

. Thus he hal nothing but vexations
trouble and harsh wor.s, and a lost horse.
The poor couple however lived content,
quiet and pious until the end of their
lives.

¢ .- -

A correspondent writing to anm
American coulemporary on the stite

last week, though copious, were not
sofficient (o supply the wants of the
mllmen,” but the wag of a compesitor
set it up ‘ milkmea.” Surely this is a
libel. ‘
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1884,
Harper’s Bazar.

ILLUSTRATED.

Harp r's Bazar is at once the most bril
liant and usetul H)usehold Journal In ex-
istence. It is the acknowledged arbiter of
fashion in this country. Its fashion plates
are the newest and most stylish; and ite
pattern sheet supplements and economic sug-
gestions alone are worth many times the
cost of subscription  Its illustrations of art
needlework are from the best sourcss. Its
literary and artistic merits are of the highest
order. Its stories, poems, and essays are
by the first American and Eur pean authors.
Its choice art pictures would fill portfoligs,
and its humorous cut- are the most amusit
to be found in any journal in Awmerica.

host of brilliant noveities are promised for
1884, el ]

HARPER’S PERIODICALS.

Per Year:
BABPER'S BABAR . ........0.¢00 $4 00
HARPER’S MAGAZINE........... 400
BARPER'S WERRLEY ... oioiiim: 400
HARPER’'S YOUNG PEOPLE 150

HARPER’S FRANKLIN SQUARE
LIBRARY, One Year (52 Nuinbers). 10 00

Postage Free to all subscribers in tie United
States and Canada.

The volumes of the Bazar begin with the
first Namber for January of each year.
When no time is mentioned, it will be under-
stood that the subscriber wishes to commence
with the Number next after the receipt of
order.

The last tour Annual Volumes of Harper’s
Bazar, in neat cloth bindinv will be sent by
mail, postage paid, or bv express, free of ex-
pense (pro -ided the freight does not exceed
one dollar per®volume), for $7. 00 per volume,

Cloth Cases for each volume, suitable for
binding, will b sent by mail, postpaid, on
receipt of $1.00 each.

R-mittai.ces should be made by Post-
Office Money Order or Draft, 10 avoid chance
of loss.

Newspapers are not to cop s thi. adrertisement
without the express order of Harper & Brothers,

Address

HARPER & BROTHERS.

Nov. 21. New York.

1884.
HARPER’S

YOUNG PKOPLE.

An lllustrated Weekly—I6 pages.

SUITED ToO BOYS AND GIRLS OF
FROM SIX TO SIXTEEN YEARS
OF AGE.
¥ol. V. C ommences November 6, 1883,

Harper’s Young People is the best Weekly
for ¢children in America.—~S uthwestern Chrise
tian Advocate.

All that the artist’s skiil can accomplish
in the way of i lustration has been done, and
the best talent of the country has contributed
to «ts text.—New Enyland Journal of Ezucation,
Boston.

In its s ecial field there is nething that
can be compared with it.—/lart/ord Evening
Post.

TERMS.
HARPER’S YOUNG PLOPLE, pep
Year, Yostige Prepaio, $) 50,

Single Numbers Five Cents each.

Specimen copy sent on recept of ['hree
Cents, >

The Volumes of Harper’s Young Peuple for
1881, 18582, and 1888 handsomely bound in
Hluminated Cloth, will be sent by mail, t-
age prepad, on receipt ot $:4. 00 each. loth
Cases for each volume, sqitable to  binding,
will be sent by wail, p stpaid on receipt of
60 cents each,

Rewittances should he wade by Poste
Oftice Money Urder or Dhalt, to avoid chance
of luss

Newspapers are not to copy this  adeertisement
witho t the express order uf Harper & Brothers.

Address :

HARIV'ER & BROTHERS.

Nov. 21.

New York.

ot the weuther, said: * The showers
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