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Halifax, N. 8., December 26, 1883,

AT this season of the year it seems
wvery appropriate for people to pause
and take a carelul survev of affairs,
The merchant balances his ledger, takes
account of stock, sums up his profits
and losses, and starts anew with a fresh
balance sheet. The farmer sums up
the products of bis toil, and the caretul
bousewife counts up the year’s ex-
- » penses. Wi b most persons there is a
~ caretul balancing of receipts and ex-
penditures A genersl review in retro-
spect of the past year, of its blessiogs
and successes, its disappointments and
failures, the experiences of happiness
or sorrow in sun-hine or shadov. Itis
also a suitable time to torecast the-tu
ture, to make new resol es and promi-
ses, to turn down the blotted page and
begin alresh the record of a new year.
To all our patrons we say, may it be a
bright and ’

A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

sl

SUBSTITUTES FOR BAPTISM.

A minister with whom we were ac-
quainted in Eogland, who held Baptist
principles. but who wish«d 10 be legient
to the prejudices of ceriain of his peo
ple, was once pressed to adminiser a
sort of rite that might be r-garded as
good as Infunt Baptism. In complying
with this request he held what he called
& Dedication Service. Huving the
child placed in his arms at the proper
time he let a few drops of water full on
the face of the infant, saying, “I
sprinkle thee in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Gliost.”
This would hardly satisfy our Pedo-
baptist brethren now-a-days. We hope
be did not repeat the operation. Ano-
ther minister of whom we recently
heard in Dublin wh), like Pére Hya.
cinthe, cannot find Intant Bap'ism in
the New Testament, but unlike him was
led to reject Infant Baptism, yet having
& weakness that led him 10 go as far as
he could to meet the prejudices of his
Pedobaptist friends, conducted a some-
what similsr service. He took the
child, named it, and baving repeated
Mark x. 13-16 said, “ | receive thee
in the name of the Lord Jesus and on
bebalf of His church as one redeemed
by His most precious blood, and nw
publicly dedicated by thy parents to
Him.” These are but poor subsiitutes
for the iuitiatory ordinance Th: e
who sea~ch the Seriptures must see that
it does not resemble the gepuine New
Testament Bapiism. lHaving coniie-
tions as to the truth is v ry important,
but it is of far more importance to hav.
the courage to carry them into practice.

e S

Unper our “ Family R-ading " De-
partment we gice the last two chapters
of the very interesting story of an
Eoglish family, #o as to close with the
year 1883. It is a charming ~tory and
we learn has been greatly enjoyed by
many of our readers, muking them ac-
quainted . with a number of excellent
people—the father beng a curious
mixture of goodness and weakness.

We shall begin a New Serial the
first week in the New Year, in which
the father, and indeed, all the charac-
ters are equally good and yet are iu
striking contrast with those in the lasi
One.

s

BeLceer's Farmer's ALMANAC,
1884.—This old familiar title come-
forth agaio fresh as ever, and full o
matter. Having been established in
1824 makes it now 60 years of age, a
pretty good lile for a useful annual
in these days of chasge. In the
hands of McAlpine and Barnes it
does not appear to lose anything of
It does not now
attempt as in former years anythiog in
the way of prognosticating what the
weather will be in July or August or
any of the other months of the year,
It can afford to leave that to Veunor
and the modern weather prophets, who
tell us there will be a dip about New
Yemr’s Day, or great heat at the end
July &@. |

The almanac is however full of valu-

able information for everybody and
where it bas had a place in former years
it will be required agsin. It bhas the
- whole field, and doubtless pays well
even at the low price at which it is

ACADIA COLLEGE EXHIBITION,

The closing exercises before the
Christmas Holidays took place in the
Assembly Hall at Acadia College on
Thursday evesing last, in the presence
of a large and deeply interested
audience.

The Rhetorical Exhibition by the
students uf the Junior Class were given
according to the following programme :

Dr. Higgins occupied the chair.
After prayer, a brilliant pianoforte duet
was performed by Misses Hill and

Rand.

“ Arctic Exploration,’”’ by Mr. Selden
W. Cummings, of Truro.

“ Agricultural Education,” by Mr.
[ewis J. Donaldson, of Wolfville.

“The lufluence of Poetry,” by Mr.
Howard S Freeman, of Miiton, N. 8.,
was omitted.

“ Elements of Decay in Institutions,”
was given by Mr. J. W’ Tingley, of Mar-
garee, C B. ’

Mr. Ford then gave a violin solo ac-
companied on the pianoforte by Miss
Dodge.

Miss Alice M. D. Fitch, of Wolfville,
then gave an essay on * Languige—
Fossil Poetry.”

The essay on “ Modern Oratory,” by
Mr. Edgar A. Magee, of Mel. ern Square,
N. S, and on “Canadian Literature,”
by Mr. Heory T. Roses, of Margaree,
C. B., were excused.

“The Athenian Bema,” was the title
of the Essay, by Mr. Smith L. Wdlker,
of Tiuro.

Miss Harding then gave a splendid
snlo on the pianoforte which was highly
appreciated and enjoyed.

_“The. Revelations of Palsontology,”
were then presented by Mr. Irviog S.
Bilcom, of Paradise, N. S.

“The Nature of Geological Evidence,”
was the title of the Essay, by Mr.
Willard F Kempton, of Wolfville, but
was also excused.

“The Thought of an Age,” was given
by Mr.J. A. Ford, of Bothwell, P. E. L

Mr. Margeson here gave a violin solo
to which also Miss Dodge played the ac-
companiment.

Toe proceedings were closed by all
Joining in the National Anthem.

The Junior Class Exhibition at the
close of the year is a pleasing variation
from that of the under gradaates in
June.

The most undivided attention was
given to the excellent orations of the
young men. These weré of the usws)
bigh order, well thought out, and de-
livired with ease and rhetorical .vigor.

CLOSE OF THE FALL TERM OF THE
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
AT WOLFVILLE,

The term just closed at Wolfville has
been on the whole a very satistactory
one. The work at Acadia Seminary
and Horton Academy has been thor-
oughly done. The students have been
industrions and well behaved. No de-
merits bave been given the past term
and there has been a general disposi-
tion to couform to all regulations made
by the goserning body.

On Thursday morning classes were
examined in Political Economy and
Aucient History by Prof. - Tafts,in
Greek by Mr. E. W. Sawyer, in
Algebra by Mr. W, F. Kemptoo, in
Aritbmetic by Mr, Haley. Thesg+ ex-
ercises exhibited the usual thorough
preparation characteristic of these
schools. In addition &o this public
exsmination, the students have been
subm:tted to monthly written examina-
tions, from which their standing has
been derived.

In the afternoon a literary exhibition
was beld according to the following pro-
gramme .

Piano Duet—* Military March,” Schu-
bert, by Misses Hill and Rogers.
Readiog—*The Death of the Old
Squire, by H. 8. Shaw, Berwick.
Essay—*'‘ John Bunyan,” by C. R.
Higgins, Wolfville.

Reading—* Putting Up Stoves,” by
C. W. Eaton, Canard,

Piano Solo—* 1l Desidereo,” by Miss
Alice Eaton, Canard.

Reading—*The Dead Student,” by
C. R Minard, Billtown.

Essay—* Persistent Effort,” by M, D.
Hemmeon, Wolfville.

Reading—* John Smith’s Will,” by
A. E. Shaw, Avonport.
Vocal Solo —* Shadows,”
Lizzie Rogers, Amherst.
Essay—* Dr. Samuel Johnston,” by
H. E. Shaw, Berwick.

Reading—* Artemus Ward's Mormon

Lecture,” by E. T. Stevens, Cochituate,
Mass,

by Miss

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN,

These readings were given with graee
and effectiveness, showing the result of
the training given by Miss Wallace.

R o i

The Mount Allison Methodist Institu-
tion at Backville closed the fall term on
the 17th. The St. John Telegraph gives
a long and very satisfactory account of

sold.

ACADIA COLLEGE MA_T;I’ER’S.

The meeting of the Board of Gover-
nors of Acadia College last week brought
together a larger nomber of brethren at
Woifville than usual at this time of year.
There were brethren from Yarmouth
and Aonnapolis Counties, from New
Brunswick, from Amherst, from Halifax
from Aotigouish, besides those from a
number of less distant places, showing
the deep interest that is feit in the ope-
rations of the Inetitutions at Wolfville.
It is graufying to know that the earnest
discussion which continued through
Wedunesday, Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day—in all ten meetings of from three
to five hours each,—every thing was
carried cn in a spirit in barmony with
the position occupied by the brethren.

space to be occupied with what was said
by the friends respectively as it has
been 8o fuly discussed in the columns
of the CarisTiaN MgsseNGEr during the
few weeks now passed. The following
atlicial communication will shew the
results of the consideration given to the
matter couceruiog the new professorship.
. The Coilege will doubtiees receive a
fresh stimuius from baving been brought
80 prominently before the public, and
fresh coufidence will be felt by its friends
from the severe ordeal through which it
has passed. It will be seen that while
great freedom is used by Baptists in dis-
cussing all such matters whether it
be by writing or speakiag, yet it
bas the effecu of clearing the atmosphere
and of uwiting more closely those who
are concerned in promoting the best
interests of the Coilege.

WorrviLLe, Dec: 22, 1883,
1o the Editor of the Chiistian Messenger.

Dear Siz,—[-aw directed by the Board
of Governors of Acadia College to send
the following communication to your pa-
per, for the information of your readers.

A request was made by a number of
the frieuds to present certain petitions
to the Board of Governors, relative to
the establishment of the Chair of “ The
Priociples and Practice of Education ”
in Acadia College.

Leave was cordially granted, and the

pelitions were presented. The whole
subject was then carefully and thorough-
ly reconsidered. In view of all the
facts, the Board judged it prudent to
respectfully place before Dr. Rand the
changed condition of things. In reply
Dr. Rand at once stated that he placed
the whole matter entirely in the hands
ef the Board, both in respect of his ap.
pointment, and of the salary they might
“be able to give.
[ Afier a full reconsideration of the
whole case the Board coneluded that,
in the best interests of the College, the
new chair should be retained, and that
Dr. Rand be appointed 1o the chair of
“Education and History” in Acadia
College at the same salary as the other
Professors receive.

Dr. R.nd accepts the chair. The
Faculty approve of its creation, and are
pleased with Dr. Rand’s acceptance,

T. A. Higains,
Scc’y. of the Board.

The accounts of the Public Exhibitions
in another column shew the high stand
ing of the lnstitutions as a whole. We
heartily congratulate the Governors the
Faculty and the friends generally on
the progress already made, and the
encourgging prospects opened up by
the hartonious conclusions reached.

. P

WE shall be glad to hear from all sub.
scribers indebted to us without delay.
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WHAT IS IT 0'CLOCK ?

This is pow a great question. The
correct time of day at any place is ascer

tained by observing when the sun attains
its bighest elevation in the heavens.
This gives us our noon, which, of course,
is earlier or later at other places as they
are more lowards the east or west. All
places also on the same meridian—north
or south—of course have noon at the
same time, so that Halifax, Londonderry,
Pugwash, and on to the island of Anti-
costi and Labrador, being in the same
meridian, consequently have their solar
time the same,

If, however, the clocks were regulated
entirely by this they would vary in every
place from every other place, east or
west, one from the other. This produces
the variations of time which obtain in
different parts of the country, and of
course, in different countries, according
as they lie eastward or westward from
where we live. It has been found
necessary for railways to have something
different from this so as to avoid these
variations, and have some degree of uni-
formity so as to prevent accidents which
otherwise must occur. The Iutercolonial
management had for some time past
adopted Moncton, N. B., time, and
calls it Railway Time, which is 15 min-
utes slower than Halifax time, and, of

the proceedings on the occasion.

Our readers will not care forany further,

Au effort has recently been made to
fix a standard of time upon this conti-
nent, and s0 to give some degree of
certainty to the time adopted without
reference to any other meridian than the
60th, 75th, 90th, and so on, making ex
actly an hour of difference between
them, s0 as to have, for instance, one
time of day from the 60th, say at Sydney,
and let that hour be the same all through
to the 75th, say at Philadelphia, where
it would be one hour later. By that
means a person travelling from Sydney
on to Poiladelphia would find his watch
agree with all the clocks and watches
till he got there Then he would find all
the time one hour slower, and then on
to the next—all the places under the
90th meridian—when it would be ano
ther hour still later,

There is some doubt whether Nova
Scotia will adopt the StaNparp Tivg—
that of the 60th meridian, about 15
minutes faster than Halifax—or take the
75th, an bour later, as the Intercolomial
Railway has done, making it about 45
minutes slower than our correct time.
The matier nas been before the Halifax
City Council, but they bave not come to
any decision. There would be .otjec-
tions to either of these alternatives, but
with the present state of things it wiil
be quite inconvenient for the traveller
to determine the time of day by the
railway Time table, seeing that 45
minutes must be added to the solar
time. There should be caretul conside
ration given to the matter ; any precip
itate change would cause great inconve-
nience: Questions of law might possi-
bly arise by not knowing just What it is
o’clock.

Tue Standard Time which, we under
stand, was first projected by Mr Sand-
ford Fleming, and would divide the time
into even hours from Cape Breton to
British Columbia, would bé’a great con-
tenience when fully adopted.

If Nova Scotia should adopt the
Standard Time, it would make all the
timepieces just an hour earlier than the
Iatercolonial Railway time. Clocks and
watches at Sydney would agree with the
correct time, but at all places west they
would be fast until arriving at the 75th
meridian, when they would be one hour
fast and would require to be so altered.
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OBSERVE. — We greatly need all the
mouey due us to meet pressing demands.

T o

The following article has b-en hand-
ed to us by a respected brother to
make such use of as we might deem
suilable and proper. 'We most heartily
commend it to the serious consideration
of our pa'roos,

NEWSPAPER MATTERS.

Among the important questions which
claim serious attention at the hands of
every intelligent Christian head of a
family at the present season is, How
can | make our weekly religious news-
paper more useful at home and assist
towards ite being generally taken
during the coming year? Sowme of your
friends and neigubors will be asking,
What newspaper chall I take? There
are doubtless individual cases where the
question of expense will force itself into
prominence. In many households we
are warranted in assuming in this en-
lightened, reading age that ove or more |
newspapers are taken regularly, possibly
a political as well as a religious Journal.
We may offer a suggestion or two for
your consideration. Do you know,

Ist. The religious newspaper is one of
the Very best educators in a household ?
Next to the mother, it is the chief source
of religious and moral instruction. Ina
well regulated family the members are,
of course, in the habit of attending
church regularly to listen to the balf hour
sermon once cr twice a week, but -here
is & preacher which comes to you dis.
coursing upon all topics having reference
to religious and moral life, presenting
instruction in every conceivable phase,
applicable to man, woman, or child, at
work or at play or at rest, at home or
abroad, on the farm, in the country
bouse, shop or office, taking firm hdld
of the Christian life, unfolding the
teacbing of the Sunday School and the
pulpit, preaching of home duties, plea’
sures and economies, and communing
with the old folks, where there are such,
perbaps confined to the house, in the
sunsel of life. Here the latest phases
of religious thought a discussed, di-
gested, and epitomized by the best
winds in the country, in pulpit or in
pew. The religious newspaper brings
tidings to you of what is going on in the

other world still sitting in darkness
waiting for the light. Reports from the
churches at home and abroad, Home
News, News of the World, in short, con-
temporaneous history to keep you fully
informed upon all important events

course, faster than the time at all places
west of Moncton,
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great world of Cbristendom, and that |

T T
i g ' to give them such practical advice as

chronicler and preacher whose utter
ances are inscribed in about thirty col-
umns of good, fresh reading, (in the case
of the Carisriax MrsseNGer), exclusive
of advertisements. Aund all this preach-
er asks for his sermons, which are many
but short, and which appeal direct to
the miuds and hearts of all 1eaders of
all ages, and also for pastoral work in
your family, is a trifle over half a cent a
day. ‘

2ad. Consider the influences this regu-
lar weekly Mmssenger has upon your
church life and your home life, especially
upon the young. Every intelligent Chris
tian minister and faithful pastor will af.

“firm that bis most intelligent and eflcient

woi kers in the church—those who best
ex-mpiify their profession by consistent
Cgristian lives, are the constant readers
of the religious newspapers. It is his
best auxilliary in carrying oo the great
work committed to his hands, and he is
ever anxious to increase its circulation
and usefulness. Then we say,

3rd. Have you a right to deprive
your family of suck a MgsseNaer, and
at the same time spend more than it
would cost on some needless indulgence

in perhaps some more expensive habit 1

Io these Maritime Provinces there are
about 130,000 Baptists and nearly 39,
000 echurch members. The circulation of
our religious weeklies ought to increase
80 as to supply every family. It would
increase if every church member did
bis plain duty in striving to extend the
circulation. '

4ib. If you think with us that the

'HRISTIAN MESSENGER covers the ground
that we have endeavoured to present to

you, and that your views of truth are in

barmooy with what it aims distinctly
unwaveringly and fearlessly 1o proclaim

—we shall be glad if you will get others.

to participste with you in securing ite
weekly visits to their homes for the
comiog year. 1t will afford us pleasure
to know that it is a MesseNcer of good
things t> many new homes in 1884,

AP >

THE WAY THEY Do 1N BosToN.—A
vew and valuable order of ladies seems
to have come into being in some of the
Churches in Boston, They are styled
in the Tremoot Temple Church paper
—* Qur capable-of doing-any-thing la-
dies.” It may be that some of the same
style exist in the shape of * Sewing
Circles,” “ Benevolent Societies,” &o.
&c. The former title is given in con-
nection with the getting up—what they
call—“a kettledrum,” by which a
bundsome sum was realized for the
Sunday School Missionary work, the
nett proceeds of which amounted to
$215.82. Some may be curious to
know what such a kettle-drumis. This
i8 the explanation given—a social din-
ner, tes, &e,

* When the first table was ready, a
‘long roll’ on the drum was the an-
vouscrment. The tables were then
filled, and forty to forty-five minutes
occupied in eating and chatting ; then
all the guests at the table rose, when
all the 1anles were prepared and re-ar-
ranged just as they were belore, and
then another *long roll’ upon the drum,

and the tables filled up again. This
was repeated four or five times,”

At each of the twelve or fifteen ta-
bles (each of which accommodated
Melve'persons) & lady and gentleman
presided,~—in most cases a husband and
wife, bit in a few instances certain
ladies and gentlemen presided who may
be husbands and wives. Some five
hundred or six hundred dined or took
tea at the varieus tables during the
evening. An excellent orchestra dis-
coursed delightful and really very fine
music duriog the evening.
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SUBSCRIBERS in . arrears will much

oblige by immediately sending on the
amount due us.
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Tae Duke or MaimLBOROUGH'S
CaurcE PaTrRONAGE.—~The Duke of
Marlborough—Dbetter known by his re-
ceut title of Marquis of Blandford —who
has just been divorced for misconduct,
is the patron of ten Charch livings !
Is a word of comment necessary on so

suggestive a fact 7 — Liberator,

"It is high time that the Church was
relieved of such patrons, and indeed of
all patronage, especially of State patron-
age. Meetings are being held in Wales
with this object in view. The Libera-
tor, referring to the recent conferences
and meeting in Wales, says :—* The

object of the visit of the deputation
from the Liberation Society m bas
lately visited Wales has been effectually

accomplished. That object was to as-

 certain whether the Nonconformists of

Wales were prepared for a thoroughly
earnest movement for the emancipation
their cou from the yoke of the
ish Establishment if prepared

would aid thew in realizing their wishes,
And we are now sure tuat the great
m-'joritydot t:e Welsh people are not
only ready, but r, lor the st

The case is admm to he a atmr:‘:::
There is no ques ion as to the shamefal.
ness o the past bistory of the English

E-tablishment in Wales—none as toits
failure to accomplish its professed oh.

ject—none a8 to the overwhelmi
strength ot Welsh Nnnooofmity:n::s
its effectiveness as a means of prome

ing religion, inteliigence, and good

citizen~hip among the Wal<h
Our Welsh friends must resolve that the

question shail, as Lord Richrd Gros- :'
venor says, ba lhdl’oughly "Mi “0,’ b

and the great preparation’ be commenc.
ed with un ardour whica will abridge to
the utmost the period ot delay which

must elipse before the fulfilment of

their hopes.’

The first series of Welsh meetings in
support of Mr. Dillwyn’s motiou for
Disestubli-hment in Wales have now
been held and have been largely at-
tended ; und, spite of some nasty opposi-
tion on the part of the Cierical party,
resolutious in support ot M., Dillwyn’s

ed.
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Wz invested five cents in s oopy of

the “ Observations upon the mussion held
in tha city of Halfax, Nov. 1ith to
22ad, 1883, addressed to the Clergy and
Laity of his diocese, by Hibbert, Bishop
of Nova Scotia,”

Bishop Bioney in this pamphlet ex-
presses unanks for the goid done by the
missioners, and says: “ [ am bold to say

that, if nothing else had Lbooq}dggg,,_ it

would have beéen worth while to bring
those men here, for the three
meetings in the Music Hall” But he
believes tnat ¢ advantage has been taken
of the plain speaking, and perhaps
somewhat exaggerated utterances, of the
most poweriul and attractive of these
Missioners, upon one topic, to nullify in
some minds the beneficial effects of what
Was uoquestionably sound and good in
their teaching ” N

The Bishop farther states that erro-
Deous reports of a sermon which has
now gained much notoriety, have been
freely circulated, and writers in newspa-
pers and even, (I say it with sheme),
ministers in their pulpits have
or plainly iotimated that the Preacher
iguored the elementary truth that God
alone cin forgive sin. They might have
known, what is clear even from the
defective newspaper reports, that they
were in danger of bearing false witness.”

In the discussion which has follewed,
the Roman Caihslic view seems to have
overshadowed the Anglo Ctholie, and
the position feebly contended for by the
latter is claimed without besitation by
the former, and the Presbyterian minis-
ters more particularly - are waging war
agaiost Auricular Confession and Priestly
Absolution in their boldest pretensions,
We can afford to let them proceed with
the controversy by simply affirming that
the New Testament kuows nothing of
either of them having the true succes
sion any more than the huwmblest Bap-
List minister that leads his people to be,
come the followers of his Lord and

Master—that is the true apostolic suc.
cession, :

Tag Week ov Prayer will commence
on the 6th of January. We shall have

& full notice of the meelings to be held
in our next.
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A SET OF ‘ PICTURE LESSON CARDS'
forms a good help to study, as well as
being pleasing to pupils in the Prim-
ary cluss. They are beautifally print.
ed, in several colors, a different card
for each lesson, !ience, 8 set for ‘one
quarter consists of thirteen lesson eards
and one quarterly merit card, Orders
are required to be in 5's, 10's, 15,
and so oo, and for A0 entire quarter ;
the price per sett “being only twelve
cents a year. We are glad to eall

special atiention to them, and heartily
commend them., |

-

Dog-Latin, Barbarous, or bad Latin.
—= Worcester's Dictionary,

- - A -——
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Lire witHOUT SUNDAYS,—Wehave
often called attention to the valge of
Sunday, and that we should all do as
much as possible to lessen Sunday la-
bor. *I'm dying—I feel I'm d’%
fetch some one to pray with me,

a poor cabman who bad beén thrown
from bis box some days ago; At his
request his weeping wite sent ber poor
boy for the vearest minister. The sor-
rowful boy soon returned  with the
mionister, and found his father surround-
ed with medical attendants doing all
they could to alleviate the agonies of
the suff-rer. The minister, bending
over him, assured him there was mercy.
A convulsive struggle showed that the
mﬂict was m:l:d‘ ouir. He
-closed eyes, and, with an expiring
oyt o Ry e
£ e 00 more.— Chris-

f

motion have been entbusiastically adopt- :




