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py Be ped poh wt 
a , decision. as a Council. 

disinterested’ brethren’? 

1 re o majority who bate reached a 
decision may. say, We are not biassed. 

Bat are’ They in the best position to 

judge? Is it nob always beter to leave 
the matter with those who ‘are not ex- 

posed to sach blassing influences at all? 
For my, part, I confess there appears to 

be no room foc controversy on this 
ques: ion. 

But even though the majority in a 

church were ina position to reach the 

best decision,~esen thongh they do 

reach: the conclusion which a. Council 
would arrive at—there are reasons 

why it would be better to refer aad 
matter to a Council. | 

But even were it possible for the 

majority always to do the right. thing, 

there would still be a reason why a 

Council should be called. A majority 

with which a minority have been in strife 

are not. those from. whom a decision 
will have the most moral effect, It can 
always be said that it was rendered 
through party feeling, or some wrong 

spirit. 
cision be given by a Council, where 

there canmot be amy such reasons to 

influence jodgnient, it has greater power 
to convince them that they themselves 

have been wrong. At least, it ‘will 

compel them to hold their peace ; they 
can no longer say that injustice has 
been done them, and their power to 

disturb is gone, 
Again, it often happens that a difi- 

culty is of such a nature that for the 
chureh to attempt its settlement would 
be to rend it, whereas, even though 
similar feelings might be aroused against 
a Council, it would do little harm, I 

know that there are limitations to uction 
based on this ‘reason, but there is force 
in this ples. ‘inside of all restrictions. 

It being so evident that a Council of 
outside bréthrea is better able to reach 
right sions io any given case 
than the parties interested, it is always 
unfortunate when either majority or 
minority refuse 10 uuile in. galling one, | 
The cause of those who refuse is always 
prejudiced, it matters not though their 

action be just. It has the appearance 
of a desire to shun candid and up- 
biassed investigution. It gives the as- 

senting party ground to say, “ You are 
less sure of the justice of your case 
than we, beeause you refuse to have it 

scanned by eyes free from prejudice,” 
Thus they gain a weapon which can be 

used with grand effect, and the sympa- 
thy of the publi¢ is thrown upon their 
side, whether right or wrong. 

Some, however, who are willing to 
call a Council for advice, refuse to bind 
themselves to accept its decision. To 
do this they regard as yielding the right 
of private judgment. But ls not thisa 
mistake? Is it not merely yielding the 
right of private action provisionally ? 
And must not every member of a 

church, by virtue of constituting a part 
of a body, give up bis right of private 
action, whep not a violation of con- 
science, in deference to the decision of 
the majority, it matters not what his 

private judgment may eootinue to be? 
Now is there any more objection to 
yielding this right of private action in 

deference to the decision of a Council 7 
Nay, in the given case, is thers net 
less objection; for have we not seen 
that the Council is in a better position 
to decide justly than the church could 
be? What valid objection there ean 
be for parties in a church who admit 
the primgiple that the minority must 
uccept the decisions of the mejority, to 
be equally bound by the decision of a 
Council which is better able to judge of 
the case, under the circumstances, than 
themselves, I fail to see. Why cannot 
all say, We, as a shurch, are exposed 
to influences which tend to bias the 

judgment. A decision must be reached 
which is binding on ail, or we cannot 

exist gs ‘a body, Brethren who are 
disinterested and unbiassed are in a 
better position to form a right judgment 
and to back that judgment by a strong- 
er power to induce its*willing accept. 
ance by all. Bo we will eall a Council 
of such brethren, and sabmit our case 
to their decision, feeling that it will be 
eager {fo be bound by their clearer 
judgment than by our own.’ This 
appears rational and Christian, end ean | 

be objected to by none exeept such as 
are determined to abide by no decision 

Whereas, should the same de- | 

Neither, Hp pe ow kind any 
pres le or pus-uge of the New Tes: 

ude Stich " coiifse. Ta 
pry ol gh ama is pot agaist, Her, 
the difference i i between two individu 

als. If they cannot settle it between 
themselves, the offended party isto take 
disinterested witnesses,and talk the mat- 
ter over with the offender, before them, 
If the judgment sod advice .of these 
are of no avail, the case ib to come be« 
fore ‘the ‘church. If the voice of the 
church be disregarded, | he is to’ be “ as 
a Gentile and a Publican.” Here the 
church is calm and dispassionate—in a 
state in which the right decision is so 

suré to be reached that it is ratified in 
heaven, v. 18. Because the church is 

thus dispussionate, is at least one of the 

reasons, no doubt, why the matter is 
taken out of the hands of the interested 
parties, and referred 10 her. = Lut when 
a church is split into two parties, these 
take the place of ‘the individeals in | i 
Matt. xviii. 15. Just as they were re- 

quired to leave the final judgment to 
the church as dispassionate, 80, on the 
same principle are these two parties 
permitted, at least, to sabmit their dif. 

lerence to some dispassionate tribunal 
for adjudication, For either party to 
decide, the question in dispute, would 
be like either of the individuals, in the 
first case, determining the dispute to 
which they were both parties. Of 
course if the body of the church remain 
dispassiona‘e, without bias to either 
side in a dispute in which other mem- 
bers are involved, the burch may be 
in a position to act. But this is not 
always the case, and when it is the 
heated interested parties are of the 

chureh also, with rights to assist in the 
decision of their own dispute. ' So we 
conclude thet this passage is favorable 
to Couneils, so far as it beurs opon 

them. 
The passage which. has the most 
direct bearing wpon this subject is Acts 

xv. Here a church subwits a guestion 
to a Council. This chureh at Antioch 
i$ in danger of being distutbed over a 
question of doctrine. So they refer 
the case, through Paul and Barnabas, 
to the church at Jerusalem, and to the 
apostles who werz of its membership, 
It is trae that it was a question of dog- 
trine, and it was submitted to. the 
decision of a body which was under 
apostolic gui ance. There can there- 
fore be no case exactly similar to-day, 
Bat it shows that a church is permitted 

to seek, outside of itself, the sid of the 
best wisdom available, nay, it seems 
to suggest, if not demand, this course, 
It is also suggestive that the church at 
Antioch referred their ‘case to the 
brethren at Jerusalem, while they were 
under the apostolic guidance of Paul. 
Is there any reason for their seeking a 

decision (rom the apostles and brethren 
at Jerusalem, when Paul was able to 
give them inspired guidance, except 
that a judgment from this eentre of 
christian iofluenice would baye greater 
apparent authority, and be more readily 
accepted 7 Ls mot this. a scriptursl 
illustration of a principle which we' 
bave noticed above? I have already 
writen at too great length. If objee- 

tions are yrged against the grouad here 
taken, we may have something further 
to say, 

For the Christian Messenger. 

From France. 

Paris, April 23, 1883, 

The delightful promptness with which 
our Bpring has appeared is a new de- 
parturé for that coyest and most uncer- 
tain maiden. 1 believe it is the result 
of a vigorous determination to cut the 
ground from under the feet of lachry- 

moee newspaper-corner poets and senti 
mental songstresses who bewail the 
lingering of the etherial mildness, and 
confide lamentingly to tortured ears, 
how their hearts are weary—weary wait- 
ing for the spring, To be sure she had 
an unusually sound nap while our fierce 
porthern winter held sway with icy- 
thralls and gloomy skies, and so awoke 
to lustier strength and fuller life, “It 
is my turn now,” she said, stepping on 
February's heels, and giving him a 
brisk shoya with her rosy elbow—* be- 
goue, old greybeard I” and in a moment 
she touched tree, and bush, flower and 
grass with her eternal youth, her im- 
mortal smile, I am not a poet, but 
truly to see the coming of the green 
in the gardens, the soft, grey, sun- 
warmed clouds, the happy children 

prose. ad ‘yive it a touch of poesy 
And the season’ in undeniibly excep- 
tional. . During. the whole of March 
there was ndt one disagreeable day, 
even in “Holy Week” and “Good 
Friday,” which the faithful hold to be 
invariably somber and cloudy, ‘the 
weather was beautiful. Then, just when 
the need of it wae perceived, wo had 
rain’ in abundance—beginning, since 
the lstof April, with light showers, but 
increasing to a liberal, drenching, and 
most beneflcient down-pour. Now one 
sees the first frults of it ‘in ‘the great 

A% | bunches of asparagus, tiny panniers of 
red strawberries, crisp heads of lettuce, 
and’ 2 armen made to look as 
pretty as bunches of flowers. 
On the ‘Place St. Michel, and the 

Place St, Sulpice, the flower markets 
resume their important business. - We 
have grown wise in our flower buyiug, 
and leave dur purchases till late in the 
day—then the ¥ ladies” of the flower 
market are tired and willing to negoti- 
ate sales. “How much madam "?—we 
indicate a bunch each, of white lilacs, 
narcissus, wall-flowers, snd the more 
precious ranumculus. “Oh, well, mon- 
sieur” she answers, “a franc” or half 
or (wice as much, | : 
Prompt'y we offer a third less, or 

even half, : 
“Oh, no! imposiible.” 
“ But come now let us be reigonable, 

What is your price, madam ?” 
#S:e!l | desire nothing better in life 

than to sccommodate you!” : 

Infl xibility on the buyer's part, con- 
tinues and the fragrant spring blossoms 
are soon ¢xechunged lor the few sous. 

Al} th s time coming till late in the 
autdmn, the most modest ménage need 
never be without i s sweet posy. The 
climate and the immense culture of 
flywers sll round Paris keep the large’ 
market supplied with ti/€ old fashionetl 
homely flowers, of which one never | 
tires, Migoounette.. and wall-flowers 
roses, pausie-, pinks, daffodils, 
quils, and a dozen more may be | 

fresh every day in ithe week. But dur- 
ing winter, ul hough a few of the yery 
grand shops exhibit 1are flowers, there 
is nothing to compare with the 8 
dance of flowers and hot ‘hoyse Loy 

cities are acoustomed. Even 8 
with the exception of 8 few Pp abts in 

soma of the chur was DO 
display or decoration, 
An imprsing mikitury' display will be 

made at Moscow on the occasion of the 
Czar's Coronation, which the Nihilists 

still declare shull never take place. 
Under the chief command of the Grand 
Duke Vladimir there will be twelve 
thousand five hundred men, with nine- 
teen generals, and more than six hun- 
dred officers, while a special police 
force of nearly threes hundred men will 
assist the Moscow police. 

» kb inan 
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Face Difficulties, 

Have the cqurage to face difficulty, 
lest it kick you harder than you bar- 
gained for. Difficulties, like "thieves, 
often disappear at 4 glance. Have the 
courage to leave a convivial party at 
the proper hour for doing wo, koro 
great the sacrifice ; and (9, stay away 
from one upon the slightest grounds for 
objection, however great the temptation 
to go. Have the courage to do without 
that whick you do mot veed, bowever 
much you admire it. Have the courage 

to speak your mind when ik is necessary 
that you should do so, and held yeur 
tongue waen it is better Ahat you should 
be silent, Have the courage to speak 
to a poor friend in a seedy coat, even in 
Lhe street, and when a rich ene is nigh. 
The effort. is less than many people 
think it to be, and the net. is worthy of 
a king. Have the coursge to admit 
you have been in the wrong, and you 
will vemove.the fact in the mind of 
others, putting a desirable impression 
in place of an unfavorable one. Have 
the courage to adhere to the first reso 
lulion when you cannot change if for a 

better, and to abandon it even at the 
eleventh hour upon convigtion, 

— w——— 

The other day some Wisconsin people 
were astonished to see their dog come 

into the house with a piece of paper 
tied to his tail. There was written on 
the paper, ‘ My legs are broken. Please 
help me.” They carefully examined 
bis legs, but found thew all right, when 
somebody recognised the writing of a 
woman who lived balf-a-mile away, They 
went to her house and found her help: 
less from a fall which broke her legs. 
She could not stir, nor attract anybody's 
attention, and she might nave starved 
or frozen to death, but luckily the dog 
came in,and crawling to a table she maan- 
aged to write the note and fasten it to 

crowding to play in the paths of the | his teil, 

: ‘what office had the Lord selected him ? 

1 to? With what was he now #8 

aster 

Bible Lossons for 1888. 

SECOND QUARTER. 

Lesson IX—MAY 27, 1883. 

PAUL AND BARNABAS IN 
CYPRUS. 

Acts xiii. 1-12; 
, ——————— 

Commit To Memory: Vs. 2-4. 

GorLveN Texr.—" Separate me Barna- 
bas and Saul for the work whereunto I | 
have called them."—Acts xiii. 2. 

DAILY HOME READINGS. 

M. The Lesson, Acts xiii. 1-12 
YT. The Great Commission, 

Matt. xxviii. 16-20; 
W. True Ministers, [Mark xvi. 14 20. 

2 Cor., ob. iii. 
. TF. True Ministers, 
6 sia ; 4 Copa. oh, jv. 

aul an Apostle 
@Gal., ch. i. 

8. Signs of an Apostle, 
¥2 Cor, ch. xii. 

$8. Light for the Gentiles, 
Iss. xlix. 1-12, 

THE HOLY SPIRIT SENDS OUT THE 
FIRST FOREIGN MISSIONARIES, 

Lesson Ourring —1. Missionaries Ap- 
ointed, Va. 1-3. Il. Preaching in 
yprus, "Va. 4-7. IIL Paul the Apostle, 

Ve. 8-12. 

QuesTioNs.— What was the state of 
the church in Judea? Ch. xii, 24. What 
had already taken place at Antioch ? 

Vs. 1-3.—Who were the missionaries ? 
Who selected them ? Who first selects: 
true missionaries now? How were Bar- 
nabas and Paul set apart? What was 
God's purpose as to the Gentiles ? 

Vs. 4-7.~Trace their route on the 
map ; point out Cyprus and the cities 
named. Why, do you think, did they 
go first to Cyprua? To whom at first 
did they preach? What evil man was 
‘at Paphos ? What sort of man was the 
pro-consul ? 

Vs. 8-12.—<Wlho opposed the mission: 
aries? What new pame for Saul? 
What significance in"the change? For 

In what capacity had he labored te: 
y 

lymas ? filled ? What did he say to 
signe of apostleship were given What 

to him 

Scripture Searchings. — What com- 
mands of Jesus require Foreign Mis- 
sions? What threatenings against op: 
posers in the Bible? 

Io the first five chapters we have the 
founding of the Church in Jerusalem ; 
the next seven relate its growth and 

development. With this chapter com. 
mences the era of missions to the 
heathen. Antioch in Syria becomes the 
gréat centre of operations ; Paul the 

prominent figure among the apostles ; 
"a ihe field is seen to be the world. 

TIRe— 

Norah. — vs. 1-3.—In lesson Vil. we 
origin and prosperity of the 

po hn that was at Antioch. 1t con- 
tinued 10.grow 10 numbers and power ; 
and Antioch became, at this time, the 
great eentre of missionary operations 
among the Gentiles, The church was 
rich in men of gifts apd jvfluence. 
Two of the four classes in Eph. iv. 11, 
are'here mentioned, viz: prophets and 
teachérs, The prophéts seem to have 
been the more gifted order, as, at times, 
under special inspiration in healing, 
foretelling events, or speaking with un. 
usual spiritual energy. They were all 
obi but the teachers were not 

prophets. Rannabas ‘heads the list, 
being at this time the most prominent. 
Simeon .'.'. called Niger, some sup- 

' pose that be was an African convert. 
Lugius of Oyrene. Possibly the kins. 
man of Paul referred to in Rom. xvi. 
21. He may havé been one of the 
“men of Cyrene’ spoken of in xi. 20, 
Manaen « . . had been brought up with 
Herod the tetrarch. He was most likely 
foster brother of Herod, his mother 
being purse to this Herod Antipas, who 

associated in boyhood, could not have 
been more widely separated in manhood. 
Laks of the five is Saul, soon by force 
of gharacter and call of the Holy Spirit, 
to become first. As they ministered to 
the Lord. As they were engaged in the 
services of worship, such as teaching 
the Word, praying, ete. While thus 
waiting on the Lord, the command 
came to eogage in missionary work. 
Fasted, This would intimate a special 
season of inquiry of God, perbaps with 
reference to this very question. The Holy 
Ghost said. He, therefore, is the au 
thority for foreign missions, He bade 
them @separale or set apart Barnabas 
and Saul, choosing his own men ; and 
said Separate them for me; teaching us 
that missions are distinctly his work, 
Whereunto I have called them. The 
men chosen were not such as were 
failures at Antioch, but the mightiest of | 
them all. The church immediately 
obeyed the bidding of the Holy Spirit, 
and, with appropriate religious services, 

| them forth. 

slew The Baptist. The two, so closely 

They naturally went to ‘Seleucia, the 
séaport of Antioch, in order to set sail. 
Their first field was the island of Cyprus, 
some sixty or seventy miles away, in the 
Mediterranean. This was the nearest 
great island ; wasin the track of western 
travel ; and was the home of Barnabas, 
They landed at Salamis, which was the 
nearest port, on the eastern side of the 
island. They at once began their work 
and preached, not science nor senti 
ment, but the word of God, expounding 
the Scriptures, especially in their rela- 
tion to Jesus as Messiah and Saviour. 
The synagogues of the Jews. * To the 
Jew first.” But to these synagcgues 
Gentile proselytes also came, who were 
seeking a knowledge of the true God, 
In their work they had John Mark, 
whom we met in Lesson VIII, the 

nephew of Barnabas, as their minister, 
or assistant. 

Vs. 6, 7.~Paul and Barnabas took a 

tour through the island, probably 
preaching in the villages on the way, 
and came to Paphos, at the western 
end, about one hundred miles from 

Salamis. This was the capital, and 
residence of tiie Roman proconsul. The 
city was notorious forits licentiousness, 

There they found a renegade Jew, a 
Jalse prophet, who was a" sorcerer or 
magician, whose name was Bar.Jesus, 
or, Son of the Saviour. He had sssumed 
the name of Elymas, a word of Arabic 
origin, sigunitying the wise man, or magi- 
cian. Even the great men of the day 
were victims of superstition, and were 
accustomed to consult soothsayers and 
magicians, of whom there were mul- 
titudes, who pretended to foretell 
events and to control evil influen- 
ces by their arts. It was pot wonder: 
ful, therefore, that 
proconsul of this island, Sergius Paulus, 
though represented as a prudent or in- 
telligent and thoughtfal man, should 
have been influenced by the mysterious 
pretensions of Elymas. Having learned 
something of the missionaries, he sent 
for them and desired to hear the word of 
God. i. e., the gospel of Christ. This 
was, indeed, a most um begin- 
ning. 

Vs. 8+10.~But Elymas, fearing t> 
lose his hold on’ the governor, inter 
fered and sought to turn away the deputy 
Jrom the faith, This is the emergency 
which brings Paul to the front. From 
this time his Hebrew name, except in 
his story of his conversion (xxii. 7-13; 
xxvi. 14), gives place to the Latin foray. 
Paul. 
and directed by the Holy Spirit, His 
language is of terrible force, especially 
in the New Version, OQ full of ali 
guile and all villainy, thou son of the 
devil As a liar, he was the son of the 
father of lies. Enemy of all righteous 
ness. He was: not an honest opposer of 
Christianity, as Paul had been, but a 
bater of all truth ;' and was seeking, for 
the sake of madey, to lead astray a 
noble mind and destroy his soul. 

Vs. 1l-+~The hand of the Lord. Not 
Paul's band; but the omnipotent one. 
Blind, A case of poetic justice to one 
who would have blinded a soul. For g 
season. Grace is mixed with judgment, 
Possibly, as in Paul's case, his blindness 
may have resulted in spiritual sight. 

| 

converted ? Lt is said be belicved. Buy 
80 is it said of Simon Magus, (viii, 13). 
Yet the fact that be was a thoughtful 

man snd seemed to be a candid enqui- 
rer, would favor the theory that a real 

spiritual work was wrought in him. Yet 
many are astonished at the doctrine 
(teaching) of the Lord, who do not be’ 
come the children of God. 

- ---_— 

Help for Parents, or for the 
itm of the Primary.Class. 

Lesson THouaH?:— The whole world 
for Christ, 
Tauras 20 BE Tavear :—1. The world 

is lost, without, Christ. 2, They who 
love Christ will be glad to make him 
known. 3. Every Christian has a work 
to do for Christ, 4. Obstacles should 
not binder that work. 
This lesson should be preceded by a 

brief review of Lesson VIL. which will 
naturally include mention of Barnabas 
and Saul, the first and last of those now 
named as prophets and teachers in the 
Church at Antioch, Trace on a map 
the route of Barnabas and Saul. Ex- 
lain that this was the beginning of 
oreign mission work by the Christian 
church, and glance at the wonderful 
amount of such work that is now done. 
Show that we shall always learn our 
duty if with all our heart we seek to 
know ; that God has promised to be 
our guide and teacher, hence we have 
only to ask aright, with an earnest and 
obedient spirit; that God calls every 
one to work for him ; and that even 
though we can do but little, he will ac 
cept it and honor it. 
At Paphos a notable évent occurred, 

detail ; the opposition of “Elymus the 
Resor. » 
name of Saul, henceforth to be known 

service and devotion to God. 
. Vs, 4, 6.~The fact that they were 

the deputy or| 

His force of character, inspired’ 

Ve, 12. Was the depuly geouinely 

which can be deseribed in somewhat of 

ention the change of 

as Paul, Nothing should hinder our 

FOR THE PERMANENT 
CONSTIPATION. 

Bien Se maiiine e sata Po 
rice 81. | USE [Oruggiets sen} 
 KIDNEY-WORT | 
"Oct. 4. 1 year. 

A Sure Oure for ep FEMALE WEAK. 
NESSES, Including Leucerrhea, Ire 
regular and Painful Menstruation, 
Inflammation and Ulceration of 
the Womb, y PRO- 

LAPSUS &e. - 
{3 Pleasant to the taste, efficacious and immediate: 

in its effect, It isa great help in pregnancy, and re. 
lieves pain during labor and at regular periods. 

PHYSICIANS USE IT AND PRESCRIBE IT FREELY. 

FoR ALL WEAKNESSES of the generative organs 
of either sex, it is second to no remedy that has ever: 

been before the public; and for all diseases of the-- 
favors ora World. 

gf A. ved Sex 

prs Amana, Blood Purifier a Si 
‘pared at 233 and 235 Western 
Price of either, §1. x Vovtas il The Compound 

roi ori © por Bem put sie Hrs, Tivos or ir, Es 
oo Loh w hp inquiry, on ag etfs 

Ta Re, Sn 
mie Th 8 KS 
Oct. 4. Ty. 

MASON & HAMLIN 
ORGANS: 
Also,considering quality, cheapest. @ BEST 
payments, or rented. ILLUNTRATED CATA- 
LOGUEN, of 100 Styles, with net prices, sent free. 
The MASON AND WAMLIN Organ snd Plane Oo, 
134 Tremont 8t,, Boston ; 46 E. 14th St. (Union Square), 
New York; 140 Wabash Ave,, Chicage. 

TO BE GIVEN 

NEW SUBSCRIBERS 
TO THE 

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
A Merciful Man is . Mevcital'to his Beast. 

660,000 Already Sold. 
A TREATISE ON THE 

HORSE 
BY B. J. KENDALL, M. D, 

FULL OF 
Valuable & Practical Information,’ 

And containing 

AN INDEX OF DISEASES 
Which gives the Symptons ; Cause an 
best treatment of each ; a Table iving all 
the principal grugs s used ¥ A e¢ Horse, 
with the ordinary dose, e ffects ond anti- 
dotes when a poison, a Table with an en» 
graving of the horse's teeth at different 
ages, with fishes for telling the age of the 
orse ; 66 Engravi wing the im- 

)ortant points im the structulo of the 
orse, also illustrating various disease 

A valuable collection of recipes, many o oF 
whieh would opt a horse owner three to: 
five dollars eac 

Every Farmer 
SHOULD OWN THIS BOOK. 

Dee, 20. 

Nova Scotia 

Book Bindery, 
C. & T. PHILLIPS, 

Cor er Granville ¥ Sackeille Streets, 

BELH BIN BREE PAPERS ERS, TANK BOOKS. M. A anufacturers, Perfor- 
Ban Steam. Machine BADER BAS 
Manufacturers, Cheapest in the Market, 
Jan. 3L 
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“CUSTOM TAILORING." 
H. G Laurilliard, 

119 HOLLIS STREET, 
Hawrrax, N. 8, 

~ Abridged from the Baptist Teacher, a Agency for New York Fashions 


