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THE UNIVER_S_I_I_Y OF _ACADIA.

The changes recently made in the
Faculty of Acadia College by the trans-
ference of Dr. Welton to the Baptist
Theological College at Toronto, and

Prof. Tofts taking the Principalship of

Horton Collegiate Academy, rendered
it necessary that new appointments
should be made to the Faculty, and that
certain  changes in the curriculum be
effected to meet the altered circumstan-
ces of the institution, and the growing
demands of the times. The Board of
Governors of the College were sitting
through the sessions of the late Coa-
vention, and during the day after its
close, The Board then adjourned to
meet & Wollville on Tuesday of last
week. No pablicity was given to their
deliberations or proceedings until Wed-
nesday, after we had gone to press.
Since then various statements have been
made in the daily papers, more or leds
inaccurate; which have awakened feel-
ings in some minds prejudicial to what
was really done. If the reports had
. been more fully and 'accurately given
it is likely that there would have been
but one opinion as to the propriety and
wisdom of the new departure contem-
plated, and the improvements sought to
be carried into effect by the combined
Judgment of the Governors, Faculty
and Senate of the University,

It bas been seen. for some time past
by the more progressive collegiate in-
stitutions that whilst' they were giving
.out their stores of knowledge to their
students, there was a need of more
being done by way of preparation for
communicating to others that knowledge
that was being gathered. Not that
every student should become a profes-
sional teacher, but it is well known that
the prineiples which lie at the founda-
tion of the art of suecessfal teaching
" are necessary in every profession to
enable men to apply what they know,
and so to render their knowledge prac-
tical and useful. In recognizing this
necessity there have been professorial
chairs of Didactics or Paiduties, or
whatever they may be called; estab-
lished, making Education, in its higher
capacity, the specialty of the crofessor
occupying such position,

This need was dwelt upon with a good
deal of force in one of the sittings of
the Provincial Teachers Assogiation at
its last session held in Halifax in July
last. Its being the great desideratum
in our Collegiate curricula, was dwelt
upon also in a serious of articles in the
Halifax Presbyterian Witness a few
months since and quite largely by Rev,
Dr. MacViecar, in his educational ad-
dresses at the late Convention in Gran-
ville Street Church, and it is the con-
viction of intelligent thoughtful ‘educa-
tionists pretty generally that this is one
of the great desiderata in our Higher
Educational institutions. In the re.ar-
rangement of studies at Acadia,this con-
dition of things was recognized, and it
formed a subject of grave and earnest
consideratioz by the Board of Govern-
ors.

Under these circumstances Dr, Rand
was approached to know if he would
be willing to undertake such chair.
The President, Rev. Dr. Sawyer,
urged the appointment and the result
was that Dr. R. was induced to offer
to the government of New Brunswick
his resignation of the office of Superin-
tendent of Education for that province,
and to aceept the proposed professorship
in Acadia.

The Witness of Saturday last refers
to its late articles and says of them:—

A bope was expressed that some one
of our Colleges would be able ere long
to follow in the footsteps of Edinbur

and St. Andrew’s and establish a Chair
of Education. Acapia Corirce has
gallantly sprung ahgad of her sister
Colleges and with & spirit worthy of
the highest ccmmendation established
such a chair. Success would of course
depend verely largely on the occupant
of the Chair. Inorder to ensure success
the Professor ought to be a man of re.
putation, enthusiasm, and wundoubted
ability, Well: our Acadiwn (Acadia)
friends have laid their hand upon the
right man—the best that could be found
in Canade, Jhey have invited Dr.
RAND to occupy the Chair. Should
Dr. Rand aceept, Acadia will be un-
questionably very strong in a depart.-
ment in. which other Colleges have as
yet done nothing. To educate our

of education is a work ' worthy of the
highest attainments and the most . bril-
liant. talents. We sincersly  wish
Acadia College the amplest success in
ber new and highly creditable experi.
ment.

——— e

It is very desirable that ministers of
the Grospel should be trained teachers—
trained in the science of = teaching.
Ministers bave to teach in the pulpit
and ‘especially in Bible Classes. It is
not uncommon to find men of gzreat»
learning and ability still; unable to
teach, just because they do.not -under-
stand the laws of mind. Hence we
should like to see our ministers enjoy-
ing the opportunity’ of studying ' and
practising the art of science and teach-
ing, (the art and science . of téaching).
A well-filled Chair of Paideutics would
be a great gain to any university.

Since writing the above we have
received the following excellent report
of proceedings at Wolfvil'e :
OPENING OF THE ACADEMICAL YEAR

AT WOLFVILLE, -

Work was begun in the different de-
partments of our Edueational Iostitu-
tions at Woldville, on Wednesday and
Tbursday the 5th dnd 6th inst., but the
formal opening did not take place till
Tuesday evening the I1th. The Senate
of Acadia College in June last re-
quested Prof. Kierstead to prepare an
address for this occasion to be delivered
under their auspices. This lecture was
given in College Hall oo Tuesday
evening before the Governors, Faculty,
Fellows, Scholars and Students of the
University.  The stadents from the
other departments were also in attend-
ance. *‘The subject was: The in-
fluence of the College on the formation
of character.” As was to be expected,
this address was Scholarly and thorough-
ly Christian in its character. It is re-
garded as a clear and forcible exhibit
of the demands of morality and re-
ligion upon Collegiate training. The
subject is one of paramount importance
and we understand that the Executive
of the Senate think of issuing the ad-
dress ia pamphlet form.

 On Tuesday the Senate and Gover-
L nors were in session all day considering
plans for strengthening the teaching
staff of the College. The Executive
of the Senate were empowered to make
provision for instruction in History and
Political Economy, They have since,
we learn, engaged, for the present
College year, Mr. E. W. Sawyer, to
do this work. Mr. Sawyer is a grada-
ate of Acadia and of Harvard and has
given special attention to these subjects.
We have no doubt, thereforo, but that
they will be well taught. |

~ In the department of modern lan-
guages, French and German— Madame
Cornu, a Swiss lady of high literary
altainments and large experience as a
teacher, will, we understand, take the
place recently vacated by Mrs. Arm-
strong. We are glad to note that such
progress is being made in connexion

with our educational work at Wolf-
ville,

The most important subject before
the Governors was the founding of a
new Chair at Acadia to be called the
Chair of Education or Didactics. The
end contemplated in this foundation i8
the training of College students to make
the most effective use of the knowledge
and mental discipline imported by the
ordinary subjects of the undergraduate
‘Course. This chair was unanimously
tendered to T. H. Rand, Esq., D.C.L.,,
Superiotendent of Education for New
Brunswick and it is believed that he
will accept it and enter upod his work
at the beginning of the next term. The
accession of so eminent an educationist
as Dr. Rand should materially strength-
en the College Faculty.

The prospect for attendance during
the year is encouraging, a very promis-
ing Freshman Class of nearly twenty
students has matriculated. Several of
these we learn have received their
preparatory training elsewhere than in
Horton Academy and two of them came

from the Baptist Seminary at St. John,
N. B.

The interest of Tuesday evenings
exercises were materially enhanced by
excellent speeches from Dr. Sawyer,
who presided, Dr. Welton, and the
venerable Dr. Crawley. i

Dr. Welton spoke feelingly of his
long connection with the institutiong at
Wolfville as student and  teacher, and
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of his appreaching departure to  his

new field, at Toronto. He accepted
it -loyally and hopefully believing
this new departure to be in the interest
of the cause of truth, and designed to
extend the kingdow of Christ. Dr.
Crawley warmly commended the ad-
dress given by Drof. Keirstead and
hoped that the important principles
developed in it might be acted upon in
all the future of Acadia College.

Our readers are aware that Horton
Academy opens with Professor Thafts
as . Principal, and an entirely new
staff of teachers all of whom bring to
their work considerable experience and
a good reputation for teaching ability
and scholarship. :

Of Acadia Seminary little need be
said.  Under the able and efficient
management of the Principal, Miss
Graves, it has become widely known
as one the best and most successful
Ladies Seminaries in Canada; and
tbe high character of the training
and instruction imparted folly justify
this excelleat reputation. In addi-
tion to a large number of day pupils
from Wolfville and vicinity npearly all
the rooms, we learn are already oc-
cupied by boarders, or engaged on be-
half of pupils who have not yet arrive.

We have since learned more definite-
ly that it was the Senate of Acadia
College who unanimously recommended
to the Governors the establishment
of the new chair in the University
to be termed and known as the
“ Chair ot Education” and Dr. T.
H. Rand, Chief Superintendent of
Education for New Brunswick, was
nominated to fill the new position. At
the Governor'’s meeting held on the
same day this nomination was unani-
mously adopted.

About 22 years have elapsed since.
Dr. Rand was last engaged in teaching
at Woltville, during which period he
has taught in the Normal School at
Truro, with Dr. Forrester four years,
been Superintendent of Education in
this Province for six years, and Chiet
Superintendent in New Bruuswick for
twelve years, and now retarns to Hor.
ton in the ripeness of long and abund-
ant experiencé in Educational work.
We bail bis retarn. 'We welcome him
to the new Chair. Of the propriety
and urgent need of suchk a branch of
instruction as the new Professor will
take in hand there can be nodoubt. If
it is important to acquire knowledge far
more important is it to be ‘able effici-
ently to impart that knowledge " to
others. This is a Science and an art
and must be acquired by diligent study
under qualified teachers. Perhaps we
cannot do better in this connection than
to append a very clear and able article
we find in the Fredericton Capital,
whose editor we learn is an Episco-
palian and a graduate of the University
of New Brunswick :

MRS |

DR. RAND AND THE NEW CHAIR IN

ACADIA COLLEGE.

The announcement that Dr. Rand
has resigned his post as Superintendent
of our Schools, and accepted a position
in Acadia College as the first professor
to fill the newly established Chair of
The Principles and™ Practice of
Kducation, is one which will be looked
npon generally throughout the Province
as of the first importance., Dr. Rand
has oceupied so conspicuous a place in
the public eye for the last twelve years,
and has been so intimately connected
with the great educational movement
which bas taken place during that time,
that his abrupt resignation of the Chief
Superintendency will come with some-
thing like a shock to our people, who
bave 8o long associated his name with
our Provincial system of Free Schools,
in the organization and developemt of
which he bas taken so pre-eminent a
part, and on which he leaves 8o decisive
an impress of his personality. Scarecely
second to the regret or surprise, from a
personal point of view, with which the
news of bis resignation will be received,
will be public interest in the new field
of work upon which he is about to
enter, and the new departure in college
education which Acadia will inaugurate
by the foundation of the chair to which
he has been appointed. It will be no
slight honor for that college to be the
first in the Dominion of Canada to give
effective recognition to & branch of
university education with ‘which only

the greater universities of the Old

World and the United States bave yet
attempted to graplle. In the more

gogics has long been taught along with
the chief 'departments of general
knowledge. ' It is only within the last
few years that chairs of education have
been 'established at St. Andrews,
Edinbargh, and TLoudon, while at
Oxford and Cambridge a “a Syndicate,”
working in comnection with these
anciént universities, is doing kindred
work. In the United States several
colleges huve followed the example set
by the Old World universities. The
University of Michigan, four years ago,
established a chair of the Science and
Art of Teaching, and Harvard, Prince-
ton, the Johus-Hopkins foundatioo, and
other great institutions, areé moving' in

| the same direction., To Acadia, as we

have said, belongs the honor of being
the first to take this great progressive
step in Canada. It is assuredly one
which will do much towards reviving
the ancient and vital connexion between
the higher edueation and the intermedi-
ate 'and elementary schools. That the
great universities of the world have, up
to' a time comparatively recent, laid
ordaining "~ hands ‘on ‘every profession
save their own, is a faet remarkable
enough. © In the foundation of chairs,
such as'that of which we now speak,
we bave an assurance that students
within' their  influence will have a
theoretical acquaintance with education
as a history und a philesophy.  This
ought, at least, to producs: in the minds
and hearts of college graduaies, those
who are to be the leaders in the world's
thought and action, a deep reverence
and appreciation of the teachers’s pro-
fession.  Such a chair, moreover, will,
no doubt, provide special instruction for
such under-gradonates as propose to
enter upon the work of teaching. It
is one of the nataral functions of our
colleges, as the heads of our system of
publie instruetion, to supply teachers
for our higher schoole as well as
inspectors-and superintendents for the
direction of general education. To
prepare men specially for such work,
to equip them with the highest and
noblest results of educational thought
and experience, to inspire them with a
true sense of the sacred responsibility
of their calling, offers a splendid ficld
for a professor’s exertions. From
the professional teachers’ point of
view, the recoguition of the principles
and practice of education as a‘'univer-
sity subject is of the greatest conse-
quence, since it will probably do more
than anything else to secure to teaching
the rights, prerogatives and advantages
of a profession. A professorship of
education will in no ‘wise interfere with
the work of Normal Schools. ' Norma!
schools teach an art; Universities a
body of general knowledge. The
underlying principles analyzed and
inculcated by the latter are what can
best of all give vitality and fruitfulness
to what might easily become the dry
rules and methods of a routine system,

With principles and wide \issues like
these involved, the foundation of the
new chair in Acadia is a step in educa-
tional progress which will undoubtedly
awaken much attention and be watched
with the deepest interest. We look
upon the appointment of Dr, Rand as
the pioneer professor, whose mind will
first give direction to the new enter-
prize of his alma mater, as the happiest
one that could possibly have been made.
No man in Canada, now that Dr.
Ryerson is gone, has studied so pro.
foundly the whole theory and practice
of education. In the most difficult
work of inaugurating our Free School
system, to which for long years he has
devoted his time, thoughts and energies
to an extent that made. men wonder
how he stood the .enormous strain of
work at times placed upon him, he has
been compelled to grapple with every
side—practical or theoretical—of the
educational problem. The details’ of
his management have at times been
subjected to severe eriticism, and we
have ourselves more than once felt
obliged to oppose his methods or views.
Bat no critic ever found him unwilling
to face the test of private or public
discussion, and all who came in contact
with him felt that they had to do with
one who was a master of his chosen
subject. Moreover, however men

bave yet to hear of anyone who ques-

tioned his “absolute, unqualified and

4

advanced German uaniversities Peda-

might at times eriticize his ideas, we | 62

heartfelt devotion to the cause of eda-
cation, Itis the last point which, in
our opinion, constitutes .his highest
¢laim, high though others may be, to
the post which he is now called upon
to fill. His heart will be in his work
there, as it has been here in the difficult
position he has had to occupy.

We are satisfied that, as years roll
around, when the direction of our com-
[ 'mon school education is in other hands,
the greatness of the work which he has
done in laying the foundations of our
educational system will be even more
fully recognized than they are .now.
The téachers of the Province will part
with siucere régret from one who was
ever the first to recognize real merit
and applaud honest endeavor in the
work of education. In the new field to
which he transfers his exertions he will
have less strain and worry, and more
leisure forvgrappling with the higher
problems of educational thought so con-
genial to hismind. We wish him every
success in his new sphere of labor, and
we are confident that, with Dr. Rand
as its occupant, the new chair in Acadia
will prove something more than an in-
teresting experiment, and will make a
decisive impress upon all who come
within the range of its influence.

Please do not forget. We have large
demands to meet every week, and n
prompt payments.
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Twue Church of England Provincial
Synod commenced its session at Mon-
treal on Wednesday last. The opening
sermon was preached by the Bishop of
Eastern Pennsylvania, subject, “ How
the Church of God, while preserving
intact her heritage of historic faith, can
best adapt herself to the needs of the
day.”

On Thursday a deputation .was re-
ceived from the Church of the United
States, and on Friday one from the
Province of Rupert’s Land.

Some difficulty is being felt from a
motion for & canon of discipline of the
laity. Another awkward subject before
the Synod is the prohibited degrees of
marriage. = The resolution of last
session declaring marriages within the

by some but evidently not by all
There was considerable excitement in|
the discussion of this matter and en
quiring how to deal with offenders. A
effort to frame a canon was defeated.

On Saturday the Synod had befo
them the subject of Missions. Those
in the North-West and Algoma were
principally dwelt upon.

On Monday the matter of Church
Congresses was before the Synod.

. .
3

WE learn that Rev. J. A. McLeans
of Parrsborough, has received a call
from the far west. It is hoped the
change might be of advantage to his
bealth which hias for some time been
precarious. The church and people
have become much attached to Bro.
McLean and are grieved at the pros.
pect of losing him.” They have asked
him to take three months to visit the
West and observe the effect’ of the
change upon him before pressing his
resignation. 'While we desire the best
possible health for our brother we

shall be sorry if he is obliged to leave
the provinces.

R i i S,

Subloﬁbéu in arrears will do us a

great favor by sending on the amount
due without delay.

—— -

Hexry Warp BercHER recently
paid a visit to Chicago. Dr. Kennard,
of that city, at the same time preached
a sermon, which was published the fol-
lowing day, offering some free eriti-
cisms on views lately put forth by Mr,
B. Mr. Beecher thereupon published
a letter to Dr. Kennard, in which he
makes some bold statements of doctrine
in genaine Beecher style. *He suys:

“Allow me to say of my own position,
that I know that I am orthodox and
evangelical as to facts and substance of
the Christian religion ; but equally well
I koow that T am not orthodox as to
the lphiloaophy which has hitherto been
applied to those facts. I am a cordial

hristian evolutionist. I do not agree,
by any means, with all of S r—his
osticism—nor all of Huxley, Tyndal,
and their school. They are agnostic, 1

am not—emphatically. But T am an

evolutionist, and that strikes at the root
\

L
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of all medisval and orthodox wmodery
theology— the fall of man in Adam, ang
the inheritance by his posterity of hig

guilt, and, by consequence, any such .

view of atonement as has been con.
structed to meet this fabulous disaster,
Men bave not fallen as a race—mep
have come up. No great disaster met
the race at the start. The creative de.
cree of God was fulfilled, and any
theory of atonement must be one which
shall meet the fact that man was created
at the lowest point, and. as I believe, is,
as to his physical being, evolved from
the animal race below him; but, as
to his moral and spiritual nature, i
a son of God, a new element haviog
come in in the great movement of evo.
lation at the point of man’s appearance,
* N - - *

If to any I seem to bring wit and
humor to an irreverent use, I can only
say I do it because I cannot help it,
So thingscome—so I must express them
but not as a sneer or scoff, though often
with impetaous feeling and with open
mirth,

* - . * -

Forgive my length. I should wish

to live in the affection and confidence
of my brethren in the ministry. But I
cannot, for the sake of earning it, yield
one jot or tittle of loyalty to the king.
dom of Love which is coming, and of
which T am but as one crying in the

wilderness, “ Prepire ye the way of the
Lord.”

It is sad to see brilliant talents so
ranning riot in human inventions, and
rejoicing in “ wit and humor”‘ because
he ' “ cannot help it,” rather than re.
joicing in the trath, and seekiog to exalt
Christ as the only ‘Saviour of lost sin-
ners. And then teaching the absurd
doctrine than man * is evolved from the
animal race below him.”

R I . o

Tae Church Guardian, in noticing
the recent Union of Methodists effected
at Belleville, Ont,, expresses a fear that
“it will not be long before a spirit of
disunion asserts itself.”’

The astate editor fancies that he sces
in this movement a further development
of the “ sect idea” teaching that *any
man and every man may, if he so choose,
separate bimself {rom his brethrea and
form a sect which shall be agreeable in
every particular to- his own precon-
ceived views of what the teachings of
the Bible mean, or ought to mean.” |

prohibited degrees sinful is adbered tO}/‘ THE Gilchrist Scholarship has been

won by Mr. H. G. Creelman, B. A, of

/| Dalbousie College. Mr. C. will re-

ceive £100 sterling for three years and
will probably study at the London Uni-
versity College, and direct his attention
specially to physics,

e -

FROM INDIA.

The followiog from Mrs. George E.
Currie, formerly Miss Armstrong of
our Maritime Provinces Mission, to
the AMlissionary Link will interest
many of our readers ;—

The Link is coming all right now, and
its monthly visits act as a stimulus to me.
Living so far from congenial society, the
mind working in a groove as it were,isvery
narrowing as well as depressing, How I
long to see such scenes as those of which
we read in the home papers: the seasons
of church revivals ; the common Sabbath
privileges in one’s own language. We
bave books and newspapers, Sabbath-
services and prayer meetings ; but the
latter are in a foreign tongue, with a
people who, whatever they may feel, are
not demonstrative.

We have had a little breeze from
Canade in the shape of a- share in the
Montreal boxes. The Tuni -bazaar fur-
nishes us with rice and curry, fowls, and
occasionally mutton. We can nearly
always get plaintains, and in their sea-
8on, oranges ; but for bread, potatoes,
and anything else we may need, we
must send to Cocanada or Madras, Now
do you not think we know how to appre-
ciate our share of the box fram Canada ?
We do indeed, and feel grateful to the
kiud friends who prepared this treat for
their missionaries. May God bless them
abundantly. 1 hope they will continue
to pray earnestly for Tuni Station,

We have come down to the seaside
for a change much needed by all of us.
It is now very hot at Tuni, but we have
delicious sea breezes here and are re-
vived. A wealthy and generous native
gentleman of Cocanada presented this
house—formerly a storehouse for grain
—to Mr. McLaurin and Mr. Currie con-
jointly. Mr. C. had it reroofed and
doorways cut from room to room, doors
made of bamboo matting, etc., expend-
ing nearly Rs. 220 upon it in order to
make it fit for our hot season sojourn.
It is larger than our mission bungalow-
but needs new floors, doors and white-
wash to make it comfortable and re-



