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- UNREASONABLE MEN.

In addressing the brethren at Thess-
alonica, Paul had oceasion to request
their prayers on his behal! that he
might be delivered from ¢ unreasonable
men.”” Many a zealous pastor is con-
strained at times to ask of his friends
a similar favor. There are unreason-

ble men in the church as well as among
the ranks of the ungodly; and some
of the chief hindrances to the prosper-
ity of Zion arise from this source.

“Instead of the word * unreasonable,”

the margin gives the term a@bsurd as a
‘better rendering, indicating that the
apostolic request was for deliverance
from absurd men, persons whose whims
and nonsense were continually inter-
fering with the plans and cfforts of
Christian workers. Theoriginal Greek
work, atopos, means out of place,
an expression which well describes the
chief characteristic of those men who
do not seem to know their proper
places and who are therefore disposed
to be meddlesome and troublesome in
matters which do not properly come
under their jurisdiction.

" There are various classes of unrea
sonable men in almost every community.
Seme of them are hobby-riders. They
have their pel theories and objects
which they persistently thrust apon the
attention of their brethren, and all who
do not show the same interest in these
hobbies as is .aanifested by our unres-
sonable enthusiasts, are denounced in
severe terms. Others love pre-emi-
nence, and reluse to engage in any-
thing good unless they are allowed to
take the lead, and to control the pro-
ceedings in évery philanthropic under-
taking.

A peculiar class of *‘ absurd men "
i8 sometimes ‘met with in those who
exercise a sort of priestly supervision
over ministers as well as churches, aud
give oracular verdicts as to what is
proper and what is improper, even in
the minute details ©f personal appear-
ance or church furnishing. We under-
stand that a very good member of one
of our Maritime Baptist churche:, de-
clines to listen to ministers who wear
moustaches, -and denounces this minis-
terial appendage as being both wicked
and vain. To inform him that fhe
Creator is responsible for moustaches,
and that Christ and his apostles un-

OUR INDIAN POPULATION.

The Blue Book issued by the De-
partment of Indian Affairs, under the
superintendency of the Right Hon. Sir
John A. McDonald, Minister of the
Interior, is a pamphlet of about 530
pages. It contains some most interest-
ing information concerning our fellow
citizens,—the aborigines of Canada.
Let us glance at it.

THE CENSUS OF THE INDIANS

in the Domiuvion in 1882 is as follows.
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The returns from Ruperts Land and
parts of British Columbia are imper-
fect, and are little better than an esti-
mate. Bat the total shows an increase
of nearly 3,000 over last year’s census.
It will surprise many people not only to
find such a large Indian population,
but also to learn that their number is
gradually increasing in all the Provin-
ces, The generally received opinion
that “the gentle race” is tast passing
away, is, therefore, a popular fiction,
In the older Provinces, where statistics
have been carefully preserved, the facts
shew that they are increasing nearly
a8 fast as the general population—irre-
spective of immigration. We find that
in 1871 the census gave only about
12,000 Indians in Oantario, and 1,626
in Nova Scotia. The opposite of this,
i8, ho’wever, proved to be the case
with some of the most degraded tribes
in the northern parts of British Colum-
bia. The agents report these people as
fust decreasing, and unless a vigorous
effort is made to reform and improve
their condition, whole tribes must soon
disappear altogether.

EXPENDITURE FOR INDIANS.

The whole amount expended in con-
nection with the Indians in 1882 was as
follows :

Manitoba and N. W. Terri-
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British Columbia.......cccreenee 40,333 75
Ontario and Quebee. ........ 32,300 00
TRONE: BRERE oo coi o cines ieinminad 4,490 65
New Brunswick.....ccc. cteieee 4498 69
P. B dadandii it oo hisiickoiove 1,194 41
Total from counsolidated

PN cone iononcis smnunnansib 1 : 1808, 818 40
Departmental expenses, °

8T e e R 22,007 53
Indian Trust funds.....:%... 257,277 97

Mounted Police in North-
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doubtedly wore them, is not eaocugh to

convince an unrcasonable man of the |

absurdity of his whim.

We have heard of a man who tock
oflence at seeing a bouquet of flowers
on a pulpit one Sunday, and who never
afterwards made his appearance at
that place of worship. It will net
surprise us to hear that he has ceased
to visit the fields and moorlands for a
similar reason. And it does not re-
quire a very strong imagination to
picture out the course ol that good
man as be draws near the pearly gates
and catching a glimpse of the * pever
fading flowers,” turning away in sad
disgust with the old eomplaint, * An-
other place of worship with those mis-
erable flowers !”

But a far more dangerous class of
men, “out of place,” is found in those

“who have long since forsaken their
post in the Christian churgh, and who
now seek to cover their own unfaith-
fulness by finding fault” with (heis
brethren and conjuring up ull soris of
complaints agaiust faithful pastors.
These unreasonable men do cheap
work for the Devil, as they will find
when the Master calls them to give an
account of their stewardship. At a
righteous tribunal they will learn that
it would have been to their advantage
to have watched their own cour:e of
life more closely, and to have given
less attention to the motes in the eyes
of their brethren.

Readers, let us all pray the good
Lord that we may oot be unreascnable,
that the grace of common sense may
be richly possessed by us, and that we
may be delivered from the annoyances
and opposition of unreasonable men.
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The Halifax grain elevator had steam
up and its machinery running on Friday
morning. It is rumored that grain
enough for two or three cargoes will be

shortly sent here s0 as to test the working
qualities of the machinery.

) Biesy o $1,831,156 37

This, it will be seen, is nearly half a
w:llion dollars more than the previous
year's expenditure. A large portion of
it is for food for the destitute, seeds,
stock, agricultaral tools, farm-instruc-
tors, wag=s, clothing, schools, etc., and
shows that the Government consider it
cheaper and more humane to feed aod
instruct these “ children of the wilds”
than te fight am{destroy them.

The sums grauted to the different
Provinces compared with the po;ﬁjlation
show some singular inequalities in the
treatment of these poor people. For
instapce, in the Maritime Provinces the
expenditore is: $6.40 for each Indian

in Prince Edward Island: $3.36 in|

New Brunswick ; but only $2.25 in Nova
Scotia. In every respect,go far as this
report discloses the facts, our poor N.
S. Micmacs are shown to have ahout
the same proportionately inferior re.
sources, and are certainly in @ much
more unfortunate and neglected eondi-
tiou than their brethren in the adjoining
Provineee, This state of affairsshould
Which of
our legislators will step forward and
see that justice is done to our destitute
Micmacs ?

not be allowed to continue.

THE EDBCATION PROVIDED FOR
THEM,

New schools have been established
in almost every Province during the
year. But
upon conducting them with succe:s are
very great,

the difficuliies attendant

Io some places the re-
serves are situated so far from white
settlements that it is almost impossible
to secure the services of good teachers
for them. The indifference of parents
is a great hindrance. Their heathen
priests er medicine men do their utmost
to prejudice gstheir minds against the
introduction of educational institutions
ameng them, especially those of a reli-
gious character. At best the attend.

ance is very irregular, and add to this

“the opposing impressions and vicions

' readily understood.

allurements incident to the daily retarn
of the child from school to, in mest
cases, uncivilized camp life, and the
difficulties in the way of good success
in education among these people can be

It is & serious question whether the
establishment of industrial schoo's at a
distance from the reserves will not be
found to be the best policy in the new
Provineces. The children can then be
entirzly separated from their families,
and the bad influences of camp life, and
be compelled to attend school. In ad-
dition to ordinary training they could
thus be taught various trades, and be
prepared to become effective civilizers
on returning to their own people. Such
schools have been established ia the
States, and are found to be very suc-

cessful. ¥
The Report shows that in the whole

Dominion only 3,358 Indian children
were on the rolls as having attended
school a part of the time in 1882, while
the daily average of attendance is only
about half that number. This is con-
siderably less than the number reported
last year. It is gratifying to find that
the agents report a desire evionced in
many sections for better school facilities.
In some places the little Micmacs are
attending the public schools in this
Province. Thereis abundant eyidence,
however, that theéir educational status
i8 but in its infancy, and much work
must yet be done in this department,
OUR INDIAN POLICY.

The policy inangurated by the Gov-
ernment of Canada in respect to the
Indians may be briefly and fairly
claimed to be based upon the dictates
of humanity and justice. We believe
the Indians have * certain inalienable
rights,” to the land they occupy. These
rights we bave purchased from them by
treaty obligatigus. which we are bound

to carry out in their integrity. |

The terms of the treaties negociated |
by Governor Archibald in Manitoba in ;'
1871 were briefly that each Indian |
family of five persons should receive |
160 acres of land selécted by themselves
and cash $15 a year, or land and dollars
in this proportioe, as there were more or
less persons in the family, They were
to receive animals as a nucleus for
sto. king their land with certain farmiog
implements. Schools were to be estab.
lished under certain conditions, and the
liquor traffic was to be prohibited within
their reserves.

These terms formed the basis of all
subsequent treaties, and it is interesting
o observe the measure of success which
has been attained in carrying these
stipulations into operation. The design
appears 1o be to divide the tribes as
much as possible into small bands, and
allot to each band a separate reserve,
and thus dissolve gradually their tribal
cohesion,—10 teach their * braves the
industries of civilized life,—to wean
them away from the ;;recarious pursuits
ot hunting, and to depend more upon
the labors of their hands and the pro-
ducts of the soil for a living,—~1t0 intro-
duce among them various kinds of
trades by practical impulse and instrue-
tion,—to iuspire them with a sélht: of

responsibility through the owunership of
| private property, until educated and
elevated they can be given the privile-
ges of the franchise, and become merged
in the body politic as independent and
self-relying men, invested with all 1he
rights and responsibilitiesof citizenship,

On the 9th of last Decémber ““Bib
Bear,” chief of a large body of the Cree
Indians, with chiefe “ Pie-a-Pot,”
and * The-man:who-
took-the-Coat,” met the Commissioner
at Fort Walsh, and gave in adhesion to
the treaty. They were the last chiefs
to hold out for * better terms,” and
when they can be allotted their reserves
in the Spring it is felt that an ifportant
advance has been made in bringing
about a peaceful settlement with these
wild tribes of the North-West,

There has been po outbreak or seri-
ous feud among the Indians during the
past year. There has been some trouble
occasioned by horse stealing and repri-
sals between different tribes in the
North-West,—a vice to which they
have long been addicted. Agent Deuny,
at Fort McLeod, says: “ More trouble
is caused by the stealing of women from
each other than 1n any other way, This
can only be stopped by the giving up
the practice of selling their women for

* Lucky-man,”

horses, as only a few are rich enough to

“

buy women now, and in consequence
most of the young men who have no
horses cannot get married, and, there-
fore, steal from some one rich in women,
and as, of course, the eld law among
them of cutting off & woman's nose for
leaving her husband,is done away with,
the women do about as they like.”

THEIR RELIGION, MORALS, ETC.

The religious condition of the abori
gines is far from satisfactory. Of the
75,000 Indians in the North- West and
British Columbia it can only'be said
that they are pagans. There are a few
hopeful missions stationed among them,
but they are only oases in the spiritual
wilderness. As fellow-citizens - they
have strong claims upon us. They
present a fine field emphatically our
own for missionary labor. Who will

| go up and possess the land?

Inspector E. McColl,” in his report
respecting the Indians of the North-
West, gives an extended account of
their religious customs, etc. He says:
¢ Heathen Indians do not believe in any
future punishment.  All are admitted
to the ¢ happy hunting grounds’ when
they die.” . From this it appears that
they are Universalists! ¢ Intermar-

riages between families bearing the same ¢

crest . ure interdicted, being considered
morally improper. The custom !ol-
lowed by the Indian suitor is to muke
some present to the girl's father, with
the object in view stated. If the:pro-
posal is favorably received, the young
man i3 invited to his intended father-
in-law’s tent, and upon his arrival is
directed to a particolar seat. Alfter
smoking and eating, the girl isordered
by ber mother to be seated beside him.
This command must be obeyed, and
constitutes the marriage ceremeny,’
The following item from the same
report 18 repealed and re-echoed from
every agency : * Whiskey traffic is still
carried on to an alarming extent among
the ditferent bands within this Agency,
by professional vagabonds, and the con-
sequent demoralization is shocking to
relate.”” The Indian appears to have
no power to control indulgence in these
vices of civilization, and, as a resaolts
agents report that in sections where
prohibition of intoxicating liquors is
not enforced,especially in parts of Briti-h
Columbia, the race is fast decimating.
As a curious instance of the results
of superstition and ignorance Superin-
tendent Powell of Victoria relates thut
on visiting one of their settlements he

| observed three small huts outside the

village. He found that the women
oécdpying them bhad been ostracised by
the tribe owing to their misfortune in
having given birth to twins. * The
penalty is, that the mother and intant
are subjected to starvation until one
of the children dies, und the man who
has been the progenitor is not allowed
to fish or huut for four years,” Of
course he broke up the quarantine
much to the joy ol the uafortunate and
starving sufferers.

Blue Bouks are proverbially dry
reading, but the pamphlet before us 13
certainly an exception to the rule, It
is not merely a compendiam of statistics
and «ccounts, bat it contains most elabor-
ate reports from officers in charge of the

various tribes and bands of Indians,
replete with every varicty of 1oforma-
tion respecting their present condition,
and also 2 comprehensive sketch of the
country they occupy with its varied
resources and capabilities.
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TEMPERANCE LEGISLATION.

The friends of the Cause of Temper-
ance will be interested in the proceed-
ings of our legislators both at Halifax
and Ottawa on this great and important
matter. In the House of Commons on
Thursday week, Sir'John A. Mac-
donald introduced the subject by moving
that the following paragraph of his
Excellency’s speech at the opening of
the session be readable, that i§ to say :

“ 1 am advised that the judgment of
the Lords of the Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council delivered last June
oo the appeal of Russel ve. the Queen
goes to show thatin ordeér to prevent
the uuresisted sale of intoxicatingliquors,
and for that purpose to regulate ihe
granting of shop, saloon and tavern
licences, legislation by the Dominion
Parliament will be necessary. Your
earnest coupideration of this subject is
desired.”

Sir John then moved that the para-
graph be referred to a select committee
ol seventeen members, with power to
send for persons, papers and records,
and to report by bill or otherwise, and

of Messrs. Blake, Ross (Middlesex),
MeCarty, Cameron (North Victoria),
Blanchard. Laurier, Dejerdins, Cas
grain, Hall, Foster (King's County),
Richy, Robertson (Shelburne), Breck-
en, Royal, Baker (Victoria, B, C*) and
the mover. and that the rule is to de-
termioe, and the gelection of members
be subpeered.

Sir Jobn in reply to a request from
Hon. Mr. Blake explained that the
motion was brought down with a view
ot getting the views of the members
from the different . Provinces, where
diverse laws, were now on the books.

Mr. Blake said it must have beea a
great disappointment, even among the
hon. gentleman’s own supporters, at the
brief explanation he had made of his
motion. The hon. gentleman says
they have not been able to find out the
laws of the other provinces, even now,
the sixth week of this session. - If they
have uneglected to have informed them-
selves, a3 they say they have, of the
laws, they were guilty of a great wrong
to the people. '

Mr. Blake said further if this mea-
sure be carried, and the committee
brought in a report which suited the
hon, gentleman opposite, he would
probably present it as his own measure,
but it it was unsatisfactory, he would
then offer it as a scheme of the Oppo-
gition. The government had decided
that legislation regarding the liquor
interests was pecessary and then began
their attempts upon it. They had
asked to leave the matter to seventeen
members to relieve them of all responsi-
bility. He was opposed to the motion
from begining to eud as an unknown
precedent and wholly unconstitutionsl.

Mr. Rykert said the Dominion
Government would neglect its duty if it
shirked the responsibility of regulating
the liquor traffic. They had passed
the Scott Act, which never worked
satisfactorily and was the cause of great
litigation and was highly unsatisfactory
to the temperance people themselves.
The committee proposed wa< to assim-
ilate the laws as regards the several
Provinces and prepare a liquor law sat-
isfactory to all.

The question was then put, on a
division and resulted as follows: Yeas,
111; nays 69. After some debate Sir
John Maedonald gave notice that he
would on Monday move to substituie
the following names for those of the
Opposition members - who declined
to serve: Messrs. Shakespeare, Bowell
Gigault, Landry and Allion. Carried.

The Opposition members who de-
clined were, Messrs. Blake, Ross (of
Middlesex), Burpee (of St. John),
Luurier, Casgrain and Robertson (of
Shelburne.)

In the Nova Scotia House of Assems-
bly the Temperance Question was up
for consideration in a some what differ-
ent shape The Hon. Mr. Fielding
brought in a Bill to amend the Liquor
Licence Bill providing that when a
liquor seller had once obtained a maj-
ority ot the names of the rate payers
in his distriet, in favor of his selling, he
thould be permitied to continue to hold
his license un:il a majority of the rate
payers petitioned against his having
his license granted. This bill called
tcrth cousiderable of debate and on
its second reading on Thursday was
turown out—only five votiag for it.

.”& -

TaE Recorder ina courteous allusion
to our recent references to Methodist
Union, seems to have slightly misap-
prehended our meaning. We do not
dishke the idea of such a Union. On
the “contrary, we regard the unifica-

tion of the various Christian denomina-
tions as in every way proper and des-
irable, when such unity is practicable,
and especially when it does not in-
volve dungerous and unscriptural com-
promises.

.

Tue Dartmooth Temperance Reform
Club has been .doing geod serviee in
trying to diminish the number of rum-
shiops. Rum-sellers have had difficul-
ty in getting their petitions signed by
the requisite number of ratepayers ; on-
ly two—W. H, Green and Paul Farrel
—bhad obtaiped the number when the
Committee last met, It is a disrepu-
tuble business to which no decent mun
shiould descend. Even the money made

from it is by many regarded as unclean
and having a curse upon it.
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Tue Mission of Baptists is of course
to preach the Gospel to all the nations,
But. they bave also other important
work to do, which seems to devolve
peculiarly upon them ; the distinctive
Mission of Baptists is shewn as fol.
lows by the N. Y. Examiner: —

“To contend for the principle that

the Bible is the only and infallible
standard of faith and practice;” “to
see to.it that the Scriptures are faith-
fully studied and correctly interpreted;”’
and, lastly, *““to iosist with undimin-
ished strenuousness upon the principle
of unquestioning obedience, not only

that the said* committee be composed’

7

{

to the explicit, but to the implicit com.

Rews of the World,

The slight injary noticed last week
received by the Queen caused
som# anxiety for a day or two after.
wards. Bulletins were issued. Op
Wednesday the crowd surrounding the
bulletin was so great that those in the
rear could not make it out, and a de-
mand for a reader was made. A
strong voiced man mounted a ‘pile of
paving stones and cried out the intelli-
gevce. When the man motioged to
muke his first utterance, the entire
crowd, which was almost exclosively
composed of working men, uncovered
and was still. The bulletin preduced
a most evident depression. The bulle-
tin ‘announced that the kree upon
which Her Majesty fell when she slip.
ped upon the stairs had become greatly
swollen, and that every effort was being
made to confine the swelling.

On Friday the Marquis ot Loroe re-
ceived the following aathentic news
congerning the Queen: “ Her Majesty
is suffering from the effects of a slight
sprain o{ the knee and will soon be
well.” ,

A vacancy in the House of Com-
mons has been caused by the resigna-
tion of John Dillon. '

It is rumoured that two barrels of
powder have been found in the vicinity
of large gasometers at King's Cross,
London,

At Birkenhead a large employer
discharged all his Irish workmen, de-
claring he would no longer disgrace

himselt by paying people who foster

asta<sination.

At a special meeting of the Charity
Organizing Society to promote emigra-
tion a letter from Sir Alexander Galt,
high commissioner for Canada, was
read. The writer said the Canadian
Government would not sanctién emigra-
tiou to Canada of habitual pavpers;
she was willing to absorb destitute boys
and girls in’ reasonable numbers, to
provide a periodical inspection of them
and a record of their disposal.

John Bright, in his address as rector
of the Glasgow University, said Ameri-
can independence, the French revolation
and the English reform bill bad trans-
ferred power from monarchs and states-
men to the people /With regard to
Ireland, hes.id if the treaty of Limerick
had been fulfilled and freedom ot religion
granted, the sad history of that count
might ne-ver bave been recorded. India
was the great problem of the future,

Frauce is not yet*free from her poli-
tical troubles. On Monday of last week
a miotion was made in the House of
Deputies for granting amnesty to poli-
tical press offenders.,  The minister of
the lnierior opposed it as uotimely,
and it was rejected by 399 to 83. The
Chambers udjourned for a month.

The Czar has received letters threat.
ening him with death unless he pardons
the ‘mprisoned Nihilists.

Two dynamite depots have been dis-
covered at Si. Petersbarg.  Forty per-
sons were arrested on the™9th. The
werk’s arrests number two hundred,
including pupils of military schiools
and railway officials.

Dismarck has granted 20,000 marks
to assist German firms in competiag at
the colonial exhibition to be held at

for an increase of duties on Spanish
goods 50 per cent,

The eruption ot Mount Etna is in-
creasing in violence, and several vill-
ages are in danger of being overwhelm-
ed by lava. Residents of the threaten-
ed places are Heeing, assisted by troops.

Prince Louise is expected to arrive
at Ottawa next week,

Several localities at the foot of
Mount Ararat have been destroyed by a
soow slide. [t is stated that' 150 peo-
ple bave been killed and 100 injured.

A despatch from California last week
said that in consequence of the small
amount of rain fears were entertained
for the wheat and barley crops. The
fruit awd grape erops promise an
abundant yield.

. -e-

A“ReMARKABLE Faor.—It is & reémark-
able fact W. A. Edgers, of -Frankville,
who was so far gone with liver and kid-
ney complaint that his hife was despaired
of, was cured with four bottles of Bur:
dock Blood Bitters- At one day he lay

a fortnight without an operation of the
bowels. ek

Deouixe or ManN.—Nervous, Weak-

ness, Dyspepsia, Impotence, Sexual
Debility, cured by “ Wells’ Health
Renewer.,” gl.

Three years ago St. Julian, the great
California trotter, was unknown; the
same may’ be said of Kendall’s Spaven
Cure. Now both have a world wide re-
putation. Why? Because they both
have merit. One is a great trotter, the
other is the most snccessful remedy
ever discovered to bé used on man or
beast. Read advertisement.

A Praiseworray  OsJgor — % None
name it but to praise.” This is true of
that upsurpassed remedy, “ Hagyard's
Yellow OiL™” It cures pain and ioflam’
mation,whether from sprain,burn,bruise,
or frost bite, lame back, rheumati¥m,
neuralgia, sore throat, croup, «deafness,
and is-for internal and external use.

Retention, Incontinence, = Deposits,

mands of the Secriptures,”

(:i'uvol, &c., cured by % Buchupaibs.”

Amsterdam. He willintroduce amotion, -

Kioxgy Disease, — Pain, Irritation, |

g
;- SRR

f Thé Dr

1)
com

.hi “Oﬁ
E. Kenny
McPherso
corder anc
ing attend

The Ror
a new O
education
ing at the
ning cver
object, an
.oficﬂ fur
ed tha
and is esti
be remen
Power lef
toaidin
Mr. But rﬁ
others a
It was ¢
of Workes
streets on
farmers t
sweepings

DarLrovu
added to
ther one
fessorship
Governors
Wednesd:
of Mouul.d
appoiote
fg)upnded k
Yoik, anc
organizati
Campbell
Eiq., B. A
ematical
pectively.
man Aare
-College ai
medals in
Board of
mit to the
pominatic
Wallace (

An effo
gell Saler
one of §8

A SAD C
man nNan
Pictou th
imprison
awarded
of promis
— Chroni

The L1
strike ba
attacking
ing them
to telegr:
bles. Ti
cruelly k
were will

Since «
a protrac
by non-u

The de
necessar
to be elec
Wedness
ment of ]
12 out of
will prov

At the
Wednes«
House sé
sioners o
by the (
resolyed
the selec
plane.

TeE ¢
of rain, .
the snov
last, ca
many ps
very sey
The rail
under w
A, Railw
merged.
bed wou

At Tr
flooded,
mensely

The R
danger ¢
number
destroye
ones, ]
mouey f

Wixp
water w
ing the
pipes.

Wolf
Hall on
son, of
Age of
ber of ¢
significe
Was pre
address
pulpit ¢
and hoj

The
steame)
from N

If yo
exireme
Ayer's
but o
culable
tired fe
energy,

Tas
mercha
8evere
by Ha
S Breat
weak |
chitis,

I oe
reliet d
when i

applics

Fus
ants, |
chipm;

Rats.”



