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Pictures in the Lordﬁs Pist,ye&g,&
A cottage<chamber at bedtime,

Is the ?icturg I first yg‘gl_d shq__y,
With a mother tenderly hearing
The murmured accents low

Of her fair-haired, blue-eyed darling,
Who, for rich blessings given,

Looks upward and trustingly thanks
“ Our Father who art in Heaven."'

And pext, a vast cathedr 1

Of pure white marble fashioned,
With steeples crowned by the skies ;
In this church of grandest beauty,
Which bas spread o’er the world its fame,
The worshippers reverently whisper,
 Hallowed be thy name.’

And now, an Eastern region

1 see, and the people kneel

Before a hideous image,

And for its favor appeal ;

But when again 1 look,

They bave ¢hattered the ilol dumb,
And pray to the Lord in Heaven,
An&ti-y, “Thy kingdom come.”

A loved, still form lies sl- eping
The sleep which we cannot wake,
And we rebel against that hand,
Which would our darling take ;
But calmer moments follow,

We know earth’s life is run,

Bat that Heaven’s is just beginning,
And we say, “ Toy will be done.”

A noble soul, forgetting

Its own small, selfish aim,

And living all for others,

And bearing others’ pain,

Shows somewhat to earth’s workers,
The meaning God has given

To the words we speak so often,

4 On earth, as it is heaven.”

I see a young soul, struggling
Against the tempter’s power,
Wealth, fame and honor may be his,
Earth’s fuliest, richest dower ;

But in his noblest moments,

The future is outspread,

And the old-time prayer re-echoes,
4 Give us our daily bread.”

A monntaio, now I fashion,

Upon whose top there stands

A cross, and nailed upon it, .

A form with outstretched hands,
By the great might of that Saviour
Who died, that we might live,

We plead in prayer to Heaven,
“Our trespasses forgive.”

A friendship true is riven,

And love is cast aside,

A vow is idly broken,

A promise is denied ;

But angels keep a record,

‘“ As others we forgive

Who against us we do trespass,”
Likewise shall we receive.

Still I unfold the pictures,

A city-bank I see,

A man, with name untarnished,
Looks up with pride at me.

He stands in much of danger,

For riches, have men forgot

Their honor. His prayer is, “ Into
Temptation lead us not.”

1 seek a thick, dark forest,

A baby wanders there,

Knowing not of the danger,
While sunbeams play in her hair ;
We are children in life’s forest,
We often go astray,

“ Deliver us from evil,”’

We constantly should pray.

1 hear a long, glad anthem,
I see a mighty crowd,

And the woods, the lands, the waters,
Unite in singing loud,

“ Thine is the kingdom, the
The glory above men,

For ever and evermore,
Eternal years, Amen.”

power,

L. G. D.

Not Prospering; Why Not?

Mr. Parson was fortunate in being a
member of one, and Mr. Elder unfortu-
pate in belonging to another charch.

- The two gentlemeén met-on common

ground beyond. the authority of either.
After the usual salutation, Mr. Parson
inqoired :

‘* Well, my brother, how does your
church prosper now?’

‘Prosper!’ exclaimed Mr. Elder,
with a disgusted air; our church does
not prosper at all. We have had five
pastors in ten years, and we are all in
a tangle at the present moment trying
to get rid of the fifth. He has been
with us less than two years, and nearly
all that timg we have been in a row.
Some are charmed with him and try to
keep him, while others want to put him
away. It appears to me that we are
very unfortanate in eur choice of a pas-
tor. Not but that we have candidates

-

made a unanimous eall.’
‘ What is the trouble now " inquired

“I' Mr. Parson.

¢ Wellj indeed,” said thElder, ¢ l;‘
could Hardly tell yod. = Our pastor had
some difference with the treasurer, Mr.
Mark, and he has a good deal of in-
fluence in the chuch, and so the guarrel.
began. You seem to get along with
your pastor so well T would Tike t 6}"6’07
the seéret, and how it is that you never
have a jarin your church.’

“No indeed ; we never have a jir
and we don’t want one ; but if you will
kindly tell me how you treat your pas-
tor T will tell you how we manage to get
along without friction ; for we make no
secret of it’ '

‘I am not certain that we follow any
particular method in ‘otir dealings with
our pastor,’ said Mr. Elder ¥ we gave
bim an uoenimous call which he accept-
ed. Was that not sufficient?

‘Did you give him a good, hearty re-
cep‘ion when he came among you ?*

* Well y-e-e-es,’ said Mr. Elder. hesi-
tatingly, ¢I should think so, Though
we had no formal reception, it being the
busy season, still we came out to church
and all that. The truth is he seemed
distant from the first and waited for the
pevple to make the advances.’

¢Itis poesible that he may have erred
somewhat in that respect ; but Mr. Elder
don’t you think that he was the stranger
and therefore entitled to the attention
of the people who were at home in their
own church ?’

.“ As regards that, we did not intend
any cooloess ; besides his position gives
him the right to notice all his hearers,’
said Mr. Elder.

. Yes but you must remember that

| courtesy should proceed [rom the people,’

insisted Mr. Parson.

‘* They know him personly long be-
fore he knows them, and there is no
excuse for any member of the congre-
gation passing by him without a bow or
a “ how-do-you-do." 'This is their way
of assuring him that he is welcome
among them.’

* But are you careful to pay his sal.
ary when it becomes due ?’

*Ob, as for regular payment,’ said
Mr. Elder: * We don’t trouble our-
selves with that, but he can get less or
more whenever he asks for it.’

* And so you reduce your pastor to
the humiliation of asking for money
whenever he needs it ?’ said Mr, Parson,
with some severity in his voice; and
then he enquired: ¢ But do you pay
him all his salary ?’

‘Well yes,’ said Mr. Elder. *We
paid him all the first year but finding
that it would be difficalt to pay as much
the next year we sent a committee to
wait on him to see if he would not do
with less. 'We did pot think it any in-
justice to him for we had to offer a fair
salary even beyond our ability toinduce
him to come to us.’

¢ So then you have broken faith with
your pastor ¥ said Mr‘ Parson severe-
ly.

“No, no; I am prepared to deny that’
said Mr. Elder, with some feeling. ‘I,
myself was one of that commitee. Mr.
Mark and I waited on him in an order-
ly way by regular appointment of the
board, and he secmed rather snappish
with us. We thought that he did got
treat us as gentlemen in the discharge

| of our religious duty, and so the trouble

began.’

‘ Do you ever speak to him in com-
mendation of his preaching ? Asked
Mr. Parson.

¢ Not very often, I should say. Itis
mot right to flatter such men. And
now I remember that they once ap-
pointed a committee to meet him, and,
in a delicate and becoming manoer, to
ask him to preach better sermons, es-
pecially in the .evening, to draw the
young people. He seemed short with
the gentlemen who suggested the im-
provement, and asked Mr. Slocum to
write a few good stirring sermons, and
show them to him, that he might copy
after them., It was a great insult to
Slocam, for though he is a deacon in
the charch he could not say five words
or even make a prayer in public, if you
offered him a kingdom for it.!

‘Tell me,’ said Mr. Parson,  how do
you speak of your pastor to others and

particularly to those outside of your own
charch ?’

division, and that even when we have.
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#And the pastor
of censure ;
and that keeps & perpetual fer-
way we can.’ 2 | 3
7+ 80_you thibk [thht getting rid of hig |
will heal the trouble in your church

said Mr. Parscn.

. Yes,of course. Don’t you think so?
‘We will begin on'new ground) you'see.’

* Yes but you will have the ,1d mate-
rial to work with and when you find
another pastor you wi'l go over the very
same course and come to the same e_iia;’

* Do tell me, then, how you manage
your pastor,’ ‘said Mr. Elder in hope 1o
¢hange the subject somewhat, i

‘Io the fi-st place,’ Mr. Parson re-
plied, * we gave him a hearty call,, dnd
senta large committee to urge his accept-
ance of it.” When heé came to us, we
gave him one of the finest receptions we
could get up, and all the men; women,
and children attended it, and gave the
pastor a warm sbake-hands, and many
assurances of their esteem. Tue trea.
surer was reminded that he might be
scarce of money on account of moviag
and travel, and wus ordered to pay the
first quarter’s salary in advance. When
the new pastor made callson oor fam-
ilies, we made it a point to be at home
to receive bim, and the children were
taught to feel a personal interest in him.
We attend ¢hureh regularly, and stand
by him in any and everything which he
suggests or sets on foot for the good of
the church. If he ¢hould ask us to
undertake any important work to-mor-
row for the welfare of the congregation
we would unanimoasly join him in it,
even though we should diffler with him
in regard to the method of carrying ‘it
on. He knows this, and never springs
anything on us without first obtaining
the jodgement of the people on the sub-
ject by careful personal inquiries. As
for his salary, it has never been men-
tioned to him, nor evenin his presence.
We send him a check every three
months for the full amount then due,
and he sends us & receipt th;ong'h“_t%;_
post-office, and that's the end of that
matter. [f any one grumbles—you
know the chronic grumbler is in every
church—we invariably answer the com-
plaint by saggesting to Mr. Grumbler
that probablv he could enjoy religion
much bettei in some other church under
a different pastor, and we never hear
any more from him. Dear Brother
Elder, go home and treat your pastor as
we do ours, and you will find that you |
have one of the best ministers on earth,
for I know him well. If you receive
him with indifference at first, then pull
down his support after you bave en-
trapped him, next pick holes in his
coat, after that dog his steps with com-
mittees on preaching and stipend, throw
cold water on his work and speak evil
of his sermons so that even strangers
despise him through your misrepresenta-
tions, there is not a minister in Christ-
endom who could be successful in your
church: Let me tell yon, Mr.. Elder,
the church makes the minister turn out
good or bad, for g stingy, discontented
back-biting people will kill the best
minister in the world in far less than
two years. You should look on your
minister as your friend, and act towards
him as the best man in the congregation ;
this will give him a place in the con-
fidence of his people especially with the
young, and it will make your church a
place of worship well attended by all
classes, and, at the same time, an in-
estimable blessing to all the commun.
ity.’

‘I believe you speak the truth, ad-
mitted Mr. Elder, with generous candor,
‘and I am quite sure we have done
wrong to our pastor. I myself have
been a leader to the disaffected, and I
will promise you to begin, this new
year, to use my influence for the intro-
duction of your plan among our people.
Itis certainly worth an honest trial, and
it may be that, by undoing the evil we
have so constantly practised, we can
keep our much-abused, but long-suffer-

ing, pastor after all.'—New York Ob-
server,

The value of a pension of £2,000 a
year on the life of Lord Wolseley is
£28,733 6s. 8d., and on the life of
Lord Aleestsr £20,216 18s. 4d. 1In

Committee on the i‘cﬂiom Bill, -
| Maecliver, will move that those sums b

IN MY BOAT, EN ROUTE TO
Craune Lim, Jan. 18, 1888.
RN ROHe "Ik aernoon T 8
jtwelye days seouptry Lip, britging with
[ me LO.“:?bQ "Great :ﬁ?;oh).
the little teacher of the women in the
training school, and the daughter of our

ordained preacher Po Seu, w ¢ lives st

Chung Lim. I-am glad to give her
the pleasute of visiting her home; for
she is a very faithful little wonan, and
has Leen away from her ‘friends almost
a yesr. She'is twenty:two, and unt
married,~—a very unusual ¢ircomstance.
But she has taken the matter in her
own lands, and has declared her wish
to fullow the example of single mission-
ary ladies,—live a single life, and give
herself to cbx%gtian_work. :

Hu City, Janvary 26. On Wednes-
day, I took a chair, and went to Kam
A, Sister Khue’s village, where I spent

two nights «t & house belonging to ber
mother. It consists of one small room,

used as u chapel on Sunday. I bad a
very delightfal \isit at this village,
where, with 'Sister A Kue, I visited all
our Christians in that viciniry,— about
fitteen io ull, — and met reveral women
who are secret believers. | made the
personal ucquaintancs ot Suster Hong,
whose presecations are referred 16 in
one of my printed letters. She is a
most pleasing woman, and one of the
happiest of Christians. She says her
heart is at peace, at peace beuuqe her
heavenly Father has heard her prayery
and helped her out of her troublés, so
that she greatly rejoices. And well
she may. Less than a year ago, her
circamstances were dark indeed ; and,
now, she may notonly worship according
to her conscience, but the youngest son,
a lad of seventeen, is a Christian, and
in the boys’ school ; her daughter, be-
trothed in a family muech displeased at
ber mother's becoming a Christian,
worships io secret ; and her old mother-
in-law, who has the shaking palsy, only
waits an.opportuuity to be baptized and
unite with the church, which will soon
be afforded, I hope, by : Mr. Partridge
visiting Chung Lim, in another week.
In my visits yesterday, I found many
who seemed glad to hear; and one
especially, an old ‘woman over seventy,
seemed to have been prepared by  the
Holy Spirit to understand the truth.
Shé said, ‘ Lady, I was ill in bed ; but,
when I heard you had come, I got up
at once, though I fear being ¢ wounded
by the wind’ [meaning to take cold],

and, now, I waat you'to explain to |

me the doctrine.’ She had already
heard enough to know that there was
a better doctrine than she knew of, and
it was a great joy to explain it to one
80 eagar to hear. To-day, we came by
chair to Hu City, a distance of ten
miles, and a delightful ride it was,
through groves of mango, and other fruit
trees, known only in China, loaded with
blossoms, and filling the air with fra-
grance. We passed through or near
orange orchards, many of the trees
loaded to the ground with golden fruit.
+'+ . Here, at Hu City, instead ‘of
living in my boat as I plansed, I am
comfortably located at the chapel, in
the room that Miss Thompsen prepared
for her own use. Itis quite an im-
provement on my last stopping-place,
for the comfort of which little could be
said. This morning, I concluded that
two nights was the limit of my endur-
ance ; for, though the spirit was more
than willing, the physical part of me
rebelled. To sleep in a small close
room with a Chinese woman is not the
acme of comfort. But such experiences
are not without their compensations, and
I am glad if, by such means, I may be
able to come nearer to this people and
help 'them, as perhaps I could not, if I
held myself quite aloof from them. I
cannot eat their food, but I can sleep in

their houses and this may be one way

in which to assure them of my interest
in them.— Helping Hand,
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And now the cry comes from the
Presbyterians of the United States.
It is said that the number of vacant

churches looking for acceptable minis--

ters is uoprecedented. “ The number
of candidates in our Theological Semi-
paries and Colleges is on the deecline.
This year those  in our seven chief

miparies are sixty fewer than seven

paid to the noblg lords. in lieu of
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ears ago.”

es the English ralers of his country e
“You have accomplished a revolution

giving usan Er;gl'iah educa'ion you have
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turned our native institution+. Directly
and indirectly you are subverting the
binding us.ges and customs of a hun-
dred ages. The tor:oise always has a

You speak proudly of your adminstration
and your education, your rale and your
railroads. We value tham mainly as
aids to a consummation which, per-
chance, you ueither dream of nor desire.
They are serving to_unite the nations
of our; eontinental . conntry. Finally
then, speaking for the educated eclasses
of my country, I declare we do know
what we want, and we will never rest
content until we get'it. ' We want a
free and uni ed India, ruled by ‘its
patives. . So far as you help us towards
this, yom will deserve and receive our
thanks. ' We havée the vision of an ap
proaching time wken, from the Him:
alayas to Cape Comerin, a free, educat:
ed, and unired country will cease to b
the plunder ground of alieds; and tuke
its rightful place, the very Kolisi:ntor
among the nations.”

THE AVERAGE MiN1sTER.—There is
no class of men for whom I have so
much respect and affection as for the
average ministers of the gospel. They
are not sustained in their labors by
popular applause and newspaper puffs
but by the love of Christ and the souls
of men. _They are patient, persevering,
self-denying. They endure as seeing
Him who is invisible. They lay the
foundations for others to build upon,

many thousands a year, but are willing
to work even though poorly paid and
not highly esteemed of men, knowing
that their reward is in heaven. It is
these ‘average ministers who have ex-
tended the church over this broad con-
tinent and  established missionary
stations around the world. Let us honor
them as Goddoes. Let us not provoke
him to anger by treating them with
indifference or contempt. And if we
ourselves are but average ministers in
the estimation of the world, let us rejoice
that God bas counted us worthy ; for to
be his ambassador in some frontier
settlement is nobler than to wear the
crown of an emperor.— Dr. Rabb.

o

At Liverpool an indastrial exhibit-
ion of work done by the scholars of the
Toxteth Tabernacle and Mission Sun-
day schools was opened in the school-
room attached to the Tabernacle on
Aprik-26. The object is to encourage
habits of industry and application in the
scholars,a highly praiseworthy and quite
practicable purpose the pursuit of
which must have exceedingly beneficial
eflects. The work exhibited consists
of specimens of sewing, millinery, knit-
ting, washing, cooking, baking, etc., con-
tributed by the girls, and specimens of
of joinery, decorative painting, mat-
making, netting, and other industrial
arts done by the boys. The exhibits
this year were more numerous and of
higher quality than in any previous
year, and not the least interesting ex-
hibits were specimens of baking ani
cooking furnished by little girls of ten,
twelve and thirteen years.’ Mr. W. P.'
Lockhart said they-had in addition to
the Sunday school—with between 600
and 700 on the books—foar mission
schools in different parts of Toxteth-

the books equal to the number in the
Sunday school so that they had under
instraction somewhere about 1,300
childfen and young people.

Four men were on Saturday sent to
prison for a month by the Brentford

wagistrates for attacks on the Salva-
tion Army at Hounslow, while - two
others were fined 20s, each,

six weeks ago by a mad dog, while at
work at the French end of the Channel

Tonvel, has just died from bydrophobia.
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'1 Pilgrim's Progress has been trans-

lated into nearly all the uayes of
Iﬂdh,ind’ﬁ*h‘d pobuhk l:i;:g Adiat

as with Europeans,

bad time when be is changing his.shell,

parki*having a number of children on

A Dover labourer, who was bitten

Asiatics
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They do not estimate themselves at so |
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For the Christian Messenger,
Paul Vindicated,

T Q‘-mw: i R PR e SR S,

A FEW THOUGHTS ON ACTS XxI. 17-26,

———

These verses relate an incident in the
history of the great apostle, which has
given rise to a good deal of comment
and conjecture: ' 1¢'dedmé’ tofbe taken
for grantel by mny ‘that in complying

with the advice and request of the

apos'le James and all the elders at
Jernsalem, Paul o&nmihd a serious
wistske, if, indeed, he was not guilty of
something much more serious than s
mere mistake, even'a grave offence, and
a vi)lation of the principles of ‘the £0s-
pel. ' This is a grave'charge, and should
vot be lightly entertained. : Unfortu.
nately it iovolves many others besides
Paul, even the apostles James and John
and Peter, “who seem to have been
pill.rs,” and to whom the gospel 1o the

Jews had been Epecially entrusted, and

not only them; but “all the elders,”
without a siogle exception, and also the
““mioy thousanis of Jews who believed,
and -who were all zeslous of the law.”
For if Paul committed an offence, and
violated the prineiples of the gospel by
complying with the urgent request, of
James and all the elders, they certainly
were as much to blame as he was ; nay,
mors so, For if we can imagine that
Paul was s0 ‘weik or s0 wicked as to
allow him:elf té6 b3 led into sin, how
much greater must the oftsnce of those
bave been who took advantage of his
feeble-mindedness, mentally and moral:
ly, to draw him into the snure? The
case is not helped but ma te much worse
when we refloct that it was all done
professedly for the most benevolent and
pious of purposes, since their avowed
object was to remove the stigma that
had been alléweéd to attach to one of the
holiest, wisest, and most devoted 'of
men, by a false rumor set a going by

malice or by mistake, but whie¢h, if not -

removed, would seriously compromise
the apostle among his friends, and

not only mar his usefulness, but be a
reproach to the cause of Christ, which
to him and to them was far dearer than
their own reputations or their lives.
“Thou seest, brother,” they said, “how
many thousaads of Jews there sve'that
believe, and they are all zeulous of the
law, and they are informed of thee that
thou teachest all the Jews that are
among the Gentiles to forsake Moses,
saying that they ought not to circumecise
their children, neither to walk after the
cusioms "’ Now those who censure Paul
for complyiog -with this requisition,”
so “respectably” and so * numerously
signed,’’ seem to assume that this was
exuctly what Paul had been doing ; and
that this tzaching was not only correct,
good, sound gospel truth, but every way
essential, as one of the first principles
of the gospel. That is to say, according
to them, areport had reached the church
at Jerusalem that this esteemed servant
of the Lord had been fearlessly doing
his duty, declating everywhere tlse whole
counsel of God, and keeping back
nothing that was profitable for the
people, Yegardless toth of the favor or
the opposition of either Jew or Geutile,
and that now, forsooth, there is a general
conspiracy against bim of all those
elders, headed by the venerable apostle
James, to extort from him a denial of
all this, and to compel him ignomin-
iously to confess, and 1o declare in the
most solemn mannper, that he had all
along been grossly remiss in his duty,
and bad entirely failed in preaching ¢ to
tell the truth, the whole truth, and
nothiog but the truth;” and also—
“tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the
streets of Askelon, lest the daughters of
the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters
of the uncircumeised triumph,”~=that
Paul consented to make this. false and
monstrous avowal! But goodoess!
mercy | where are we?  And are these
your earliest and best specimens

gospel grace? and did they inde;?

deliberately commit such fearful abom-
inations ? Nuy, God forbid! Ttissurely
all an idle dream; all false. It is in-
conceivable that any such thing eould
have been done. Were the charge
made by an avowed enemy I would
answer him in the words of Nehemiah
to Sapballat: “There are no such things
done as thou sayest, but thou feignest
them out of thine own heart.” Paul
was never the man to give any cause for
the suspicion or supposition that he
would ever have done deliberately what
he knew to be either sinful, or unwise,
or improper, or, above all, that he would
have given his sanction to what he knew
to be a deliberate falsehood. Nay, T will
believe any absurdity rather than believe
this, Of what can men be thinking
when they undertake to maintain a

theory which implies that Paul would

consent to fell a lie, and syhaAR 10, it
and, more horrible still, that this was
done at the instigation of a holy apostle
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