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bay Reablng. 
people united in seeking God's face and 

For the Christian Messgigor. 
Nearer My God to Thee. 

Jesus, my Lord, my God, 
Redeemer blest, 

Who saved me by thy blood, 
And gave me rest; 

May I now eve: be, 
Near and still nearer thee, 
Lord Jesus, nearer thee, 

Still nesrer thee. 

Throughgthis rough wilderness, 
My pathway leads ; 

O help me in distress! 
Supply my needs! 

I trust alone in thee, 
That 1 way nearer be, 
Saviour, sill nearer thee, 

Nearer to thee, 

When deadly foes assail, 
Ewth’s comforts die, 

Thy grace shall still prevail— 
To thee I'll fly ¢ 

Want and caiam ty 
But diive me nearer thee, 
© Christ! still nearer thee, 

Still nearer thee, 

Son-of the Living God, 
Thou Saviour dear, 

While guid-d by thy rod, 
I will not fear : 

Though troubles like the sea, 
O’erwi.elm me, I will flee, 
To thee, O Lord, to thee ; 

I'll flee to thee. 
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And when thou shalt descend, 
Thy Bri ie to meet, 

Bridegreem, Redeemer, Fiiende— 
Names, oh ! how sweet ! 

With rapture I shall see, 
pear I am to thee, 

Saviour, how dear to thee, 
How near to thee. 

Or shou'dst thou still delay, 
. Thyself to come, 

But summon me away, 
To that bright home ; 

Sweet shail that summons be, 
That brings me nearer thee ; 
Ny Saviour, nearer thee, 

Still nearer thee. 

And as I upward fly, 
By angels torne, 

Still this cha 1 be my cry : 
“Oh! bliseful morn ! 

The Lour that cets me free, 
And lrings me near (0 thee, - 
Blest Saviour ! nedr to thee, 

Nearer to thee !" 

And 10 eternity, 
Thy name I'l] bless ! 

Thou Lamb of Calvary ! 
/ My Righteousness ! 
Loud as ti e sounding sea, 
Shall swell the song to thee : 
# Nearer, my God to thee! 

Nearer to thee !” 

S. T. R. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Thanksgiving Sermon. 

REACHED BY DR. WELTON IN THE PARLIA- 
MENT STREET BAPTIST CHURCH, TORONTO, 
ON THURSDAY, Nov. 8, 1833. 

“0 give thanks unto the Lord ; for he 
is good : for his mercy endureth for ever.” 
Psalm exxxvi. 1. 

Responsive to the call or proclamation 
of the powers that be, we come together 
to-day, my brethren, to render thanks- 
giving and praise to Almighty God for 
the mercies and blessings he has vouch- 
safed to us during the past year. Not 
indeed that we discover in this procla- 
matiow the only or chief reason for 
ooming thus together. It were hardly 
compliment ry to our piety 10 engage in 
this duty only when thus reminded of it 
Or because thus reminded. But as pro- 
fessing Christians who are not insansible 
altogether of their obligations to God for 
the mercies temporal, providential, and 
gracious which he has profusely lavished 
upon them,—as professing Christians, 
and dwellers in a Christian land, we 
gladly unite with God's people of every 
mame throughout the Dominion to-day 
in formally recounting his mercies and 
summoning our rouls to grat« ful praise. 

In all ages of the church, God's peo 
ple—those at least worthy of the name 
~have been a thankful people ; and 
they have been wont in various ways to 
acknowledge the divine goodness to 
them, and to express their gratitude for 
the same. Under the old economy the 
three great historical festivals furnished 
an excellent opportunity for this. These 
festivals we:e instituted largely for the 
purpose of comm" morating great events, 
~great divi e interpositions in Israels 
history, and in each there was a distinct 
recogeition of God's gifts at the ifferent 
seasons of the year. “I was glad,” said 
the pious Heb ew, “when they said 
unto me, let us go into the house of 
the lord . . . to give thanks unto 
the name of the Lord, “ Surely, if 
under that earlier dispensstion all the 

respect, at least once a yesr. 

The Psalm from which the text is 
taken is a recital throughout of God's 
mighty acts—his marvellous interpo- 
sitions on behalf of bis ancient people, 
and it contains an exhortation to thanks- 
giving for the same. “O give thanks 
unto the Lord, for he is good” —and then 
comes the grand refrain, repeated in 

endureth for ever.” 
The mighty snd beneficent acts re- 

corded in the P-alm are esch suggestive 
of profitable meditstion for ourselves. 
Let us advert to one or two of them in 
passing. 

In the first place we have here an alla 
sion to the divine power—and the divine 

remind us of the creation story on the 
first page of Genesis: *“ To him that by 
wisdom mide the heavens: for his 
mercy endureth for ever. To him that 
st: etch~d out the earth above the waters: 
for bis mercy en dureth for ever. To him 
that made great lights * for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever. The sun to rule by day : 
for his mercy endureth for ever. The 
moon and stars to rule by night : for his 
mercy endureth for éver.” Now the 
question arises, what is there in the 
Creation sto'y to interest ourselves or 
stir our souls to praise? Much every 

| way, I'reply; for it is not only a story 
of divine power but, as I have said, of 
divine benevolencs as well, and in the 
putting forth of each the well taeing of 
man appears to be directly contemplat 
ed. It is a matterof wonder and preise 
and this threefold thought is suggested 
by the creation narrative just slluded to 
~first, that God should create us at all 3 
second, that he should create us men $ 
and third that he should so frame and 
order the whole economy of the natural 
world as to promote our individual hap 
pness. The great question of being or 
not being was settled in the affirmative 
for the first man, when God formed him 
of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life and 
he became a living soul. And what is 
true of the first man in this respect is 
virtually true of us all. God is the 
Creator of us all, and in our creation he 
has decided first that wg shall be, and 
then that we shall be the noblest piece 
of his workmanship. See what a high 
place he has assigned to us in the scale 
of being! He has placed us not among 
ephemeral insects that begin to live in 
the morning and die before night; not 
among worms that crawl to be trodden 
under foot of the carcless passer by ; 
but among rational, moral and spiritual 
beings. As the P-almisttexpresses it, 
he has made us * a little lower than the 
angels,” or as the words might better 
be rendered, * but little below divinity, 
and with glory and honor crowned us.” 
Indeed the superior nature of man and 
his superior position among the works 
of God is indicatéd by the peculiar 
phraseology of the inspired writer in the 
creation narrative justalluded to. Thus 
it is said of the creative work which pre- 
ceded the sixth and last day, that when 
Godlooked uponit he pronounced it goad. 
But it was only geod and nothing mere, 
for it was not yet complete ; it had not 
yet received its finishing touch in the 
creation of man. When therefore man 
came upon the scene, made in the image 
of God, God pronounced his work very 
good. Creation had now reached its 
goal and crofin. Alas! that the beauti- 
ful workmandhjp should so soon be 
marred ! that the tNvine image should 
80 soon be defaced that the story of 
man’s creation should so soon be fol 
lowed by that of his fall. But divine 
mercy, whose resources are infinite, was 
equal to the occasion. Divine mercy, 
as if anticipating the great catastrophe 
of the f.li, is prepared with an adequate 
expedient. And the very page that 
records the fall, records the great prot- 
evangelisem—the first promise of a 
Saviour. The sentence, *‘ thou shalt 
surely die,” haa scarcely done ringing in 
the ears of offending man, than his ear 
catches a sweeter note: “ The seed of 
the woman shall bruise the serpent’s 
head.” In other words, a mighty De- 
liverer shoul i come, by embracing whom 
through faith, man should ultimately 
reach a bigher glory than that whence 
he fell. For under the gospel, my 
brethren, Paradise regiined is better 
thao Paradi-e lost. What man lost by 
abounding sin, is more that made up to 
him by superabounding grace. The 
misery that proceeds from the curse is 
more than atoned for in the wercy that 
streams from the cross. God, who caused 
the light to shine out of darkness when 
he made the world, “ hath ‘shined iato 
our hearts to give us the light of know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.” The spirit thatbrooded 

three times a year; we of this later, 
more advanced dispensation should not 
be slow to imitate their example in this 

i “ for hi y. every successive verse,—* for his mercy 

benevolence 1 might add—as seen in 
“the creation of the world, and the words 

this wonderful cosmos, this world of 
bart order and beauty, moves @ipon | 
the morally disordered nature of man, 
making him “a new creation in Christ 
Jesus.” Let us then, my Christian 
friends, first praise God to-day for our 
creation, and then for our redemption: 
“ His soyereign power without our aid, 
ma le use of clay and formed us men ;” 
And when we had unmade ourselves by 
sin, he did not abandon the marred 
workmanship, but 

** Brought us to his fold again.” 

In this Psalm there is next allusion 
to Israel's deliverance from Egyptian 
bondage and from the power of Ph roah 
in the miraculous passage of the Red 
Sea,—events typical of similar deliver. 
ances in the spiritual history of God's 
children. Israel's life in Egypt was 
made bitter by hard bondage. Then 

they cried unto the Lord, and he heard 
their cry and came down to deliver, 
leading them forth with a high hand and 
outstretched arm. But their deliverance 
from this trouble seemed to be but the 
beginning of another, for they now find 
themselves by the Red Sei, with the sea 
before them, impassible mountains on 
either hand, and the pursuing hosts of 
Pharoh in the rear. To retreat meant 
destruction, to advance seemed impos- 
sible ; yet the divine command is, “ Say 
to the children of Israel that they go 
forward.” How shall they go forward 
under such circumstances? Not cer 
tainly by their own strength or prowess ; 
but when Jehovah shall commission his 
east wind to plough apath for them 
through the sea, #0 that they may pass 
over on dry ground, which the Egyptians 
assaying to do shall be drowned. How 
fitting that after this signal deliverance, 
Moses should lead the Israelitish men 
and Miriam the Israelitish women in 
this song, which was doubtless rung out 
far into the desert and along the shore 
of the sea; ‘“Jebovah hath triumphed 
gloriously : the horse and his rider hath 
he thrown into the sea. Jehovah is a 
man of war © Jehovah is his name. Thy 
right hand, O Jehovah, is become glori. 
ous in power : thy right hand, O Jebo- 
vah, hath dashed in pieces the enemy, 
They sank as lead in the mighty waters. 
Who is like unto thee, O Jehovah, 
among the gods ? who is like unto thee, 
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, 
'doing\ wonders ?” And how fitting, my 
brethren, that to day, in the spirit of this 
song, we should gratefully remember 
similar deliverances in our spiritual his- 
tory ; when, for example, God emanci- 
pated us from the thraldom of sin, broke 
Satan’s yoke from our neck and permitt- 
ed us to taste the sweet liberty of his 
sons ; and when, as some great Red sea 
of trouble was before us,which in our own 
wisdom and strength we were utterly 
unable to endure or escape, we were 
permitted to stand still and see his great 
salvation. 

After the Red Sea was crossed, the 
great and terrible desert and forty years 
wandering therein still separated Israel 
from the promised land. But Jehovah 
did not forget his chosen people, nor his 
covenant with them. He gave them 
bread from heaven, brought them water 
from the flinty rock, and led them by a 
pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire 
by night. So ours, my Christian friends, 
is a covenant keeping God. The path 

overflow. Tn the mighty sweep of our 
heavenly Father's care, in which myriad 
other creatures and worlds have been 
noticed, none of us have felt that as an 
individual he has been overlooked. On 
the contrary, judging from the multipli- 
city of the favors we have received, and 
from the constant and assiduous loving 
kindness that has wrapped us around, 
we might rather conclude that others 
have been overlooked that particular 
regard might be shown ue. True, the 
bitter has mingled with the sweet in our 
past experience, but we can say that 
the latter has ever predominated. Our 
past lives have not been all sunshine, 

throw the sunshine into beautiful relief, 
and make it more precious to us. Our 
lives have not been altogether exempt 
from trial ; it may be that into some of 
our hearts and homes great sorrows have 
come the past year; but with the great 
sorrows has been given great consolation 
and we have almost forgotten our trials 
in the divine sympathy that has lifted 
us above them. Yea, we have felt that 
we would rather know what trouble is 
and know also the supports that religion 
gives under it, than know nothing of 
either trouble or religion. 

(b). These mercies muy be called 
national. And here a wider field of 
thought is .opened up than I can now 
traverse. Suffice to say that God in his 
Providence has cast our lot in one of the 
most highly favored lands under the sun 
a country of which every loyal Canadian 
may. feel justly proud ; a country of vast 
extent, of vast resources and of vast 
possibilities in every conceivable line of 
human progress ; a country lying in just 
the latitude that produces great'and 
enterprising peoples ; a country having 
to-day a greater population than the 
neighboring republic when its indepen. 
dence was declared, and destined in fifty 
years to come to be as populous and 
mighty as that republic is now; a coun" 
try in which the blessings of civil and 
religious liberty are most largely and 
perfectly enjoyed, where every man can 
worship God according to the dictates 
of his own conscience, and where the 
path of promotion in all the great fields 
of human exertion lies open to all, be 
they rich or poor, lofty or lowly; a 
country whose political constitution is 
better than .that of any other nation in 
the old world or new, for it combines in 
itself what is most excellent and omits 
what is most objectionable in the consti 
tution of both the mother country and 
the great republic near by. We have 
reason to thank God that we belong toa 
race whose language and literature are 
now almost universal, and are destined 
to become entirely s0;—a race whom 
God seems to have commissioned to 
carry the blessings of the highest civili- 
zation and the purest Christianity around 
the globe. Truly the lives have fallen 
to us in pleasant places, and we have a 
goodly heritage. Let us show ourselves 
worthy of this heritage, and so maintain 
and guard its interests that we may hand 
it down improved and enriched to our 
children and the generations to come. 

(¢). These mercies again might be 
denominated Providential. . In their 
bestowment God's hand has been visible 
They have come to us, not as a matter 

but the cloud and storm bave served to | 

we tread lies through a “ desert land 5" 

feet, and the sun scorching over head ; 
but ever and anon we reach an oasis, 
some refreshing Elim with its twelve 
wells of water, and its seventy palm 
trees ; our strength is made equal to our 
day, and ere long we shall enter upon 
the rest of which the earthly Canaan 
was but an imperfect type. 
“Look up my soul, pant towards the 

beavenly hills, 
Those heavens are fairer than they seem; 
There pleasures all sincere glide on in 

crystal rills, 
There not a dreg of gilt defiles nor grief 

disturbs the stream, 
That Canaan knows no noxious thing, 
No cursed soil, no tainted spring, 
Nor roses grow on thorns, nor hooey 

wears a sting.” 
Let us praise our Heavenly Father to 

day for guiding us with his counsel here 
and then receiving us to glory. 

But other considerations than those 
suggested by the Psalm before us call 
for hearty thanksgiving and praise to- 
day. Let me name two or three of 
them. 

1. There is the consideration of the mul- 
titude of the mercies we have received at 
God’s hand the past year. To enumerate 
these mercies would be impossible ; we 
might as well try to count the drops of 
rain or autumn’s forest leaves. The 
best thing we can do is to attempt an 
imperfect classification of them, and 
that classification shall be fourfold. 

(a). They may be designated as indi- 
vidual. I mean that they have pertain. 
ed to our individual lives; they have 
distilled on our individual paths ; they 
have tended to the multiplication and 
enlargement of our individul enjoy- 

over chaos, drawing out of its bosom 

ments ; they have fallen into our indivi. 
dual cup, making it many a time to 
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the sands often sagem hot beneath our 

of course nor by any law of their own, 
but because we hr.ve been objects of the 
divine care and the divine thoughtful- 
ness. la giving food to sustain life and 
raiment to put on, God has shown him. 
self to be Jehovah Jireh. And while on 
the one hand he has defended us against 
natural evils, has shielded us from calam. 
ities and judgments in the form of 
earthquake and pestilence, fire and 
flood, on the other he has caused our 
fields to bring forth abundantly, has 
smiled upon the great material indus. 
tries of the country, and caused the sea, 
the mine, and the forest to contribute 
both to the sustentation and embellish 
ment of our existence. And how man- 
ifest from a review of the past that God 
has been choosing our way for us, and 
leading us therein. He has closed before 
Us the path we would have pursued, and 
compelled us to take the path we would 
not have pursued, and in all has shown 
us that he would do better for us than 
we would or could have done for our 
selves. His providential dealings have 
often indeed been marked by mystery 
and obscurity, but they have been shot 
through and through with rays of loving 
kindness, the frowning providence has 
ever concealed the smiling face, 

(d). Once more in this counection 
these mercies have been seen to be 
spiritual, and they have directly sub- 
served our spiritual good. The day of 
God has been ours with its many hal- 
lowed privileges. May the time never 
come when the Christian Sabbath shall 
be observed, or rather in the 
new world as it is in the old. We have 
the Book of God, a written revelation of 
his will, and the divine promises scat- | 
tered through it as rose leaves make it : 
fragrant of heaven. We have the house | 

beauty” and “ worship at his feet.” We 
have aname and place among his people, 
the excellent of ‘the earth, members of 
the divine family, the elite of the 
universe. The heralds of the cross 
proclaim the gospel message in our 
hearing, and we are permitted to pour 
out our souls to God in prayer, It is 
these privileges and blessings, so richly 
enjoyed by us, which so highly distin: 
guish our land, and every land that is 
favored with them, from those that have 
them not. It is these blessings which 

America’s superiority over Africa and 
Tartary. England and America are 
great because the Christianity of the 

would live in a community, who would 
care to bave his children brought up in 
) community, in which the privileges of 
the gospel are not enjoyed ? 

2. It is characteristic of God's people, 
or should be, that they are a thankful, 
praising people. Those in whom the 
disposition to praise is wanting show 
hereby that they do not belong to the 
divine family. Iugratitude is base when 
shown by man to man; but especially 
is it base as shown by the professing 
Christian to his God. What great things 
the Lord has done for us all! What 
great things he has promised to do for 
us, world without end. Verily, a thank- 
less man is a monster in God's world ! 
A thankless Christian is an anomaly in 
the kingdom of God's grace. The ex- 
pression is as much a contradiction of 
terms as “an honest thief.” 
Under the old economy —and the same 

is eminently true of the new—the saints 
were wont gratefully to record the divine 
mercies to them. The purer the ancient 
church, the clearer and louder was the 
note of praise that rang forth from her 
bosom. In the Psalms, taken as a whole 
—and on this account they have been 
the precious property of the church of 
all times—we have the portrayal of an 
experience s0 #ypical in its character 
that every true child of God can adopt 
it as his own,—~an experience in which 
the element of praise becomes more and 
more predominant to the end. In the 
first Psalm we have a description of the 
truly righteous man ; and if we follow 
this righteous man through the book we 
find him the subject of hopes and fears, 
Joys and sorrows, prayer and praise. But 
as he advanzes on his course there is 
less of fear and more of hope, less of 
sorrow and more of joy, less of prayer 
and more of praise, until, when the last 
Pealm is reached, it is all praise. For 
now he is about to join the celestial 
harpers ; now he would say, “Let every 
thing that hath breath praise the Lord, 
Hal'elujah.” 

3. Praise again is the highest, most 
acceptable form of worship. God's 
people can render him no higher honor 
than to praise and wagnify his name, 
“. Whoso offereth praise glorifieth God." 
There may be an element of selfishness 
in prayer, but there can hardly be any 
in praise. Prayer is prospective, it asks 
for blessings not yet received, but praise 
is retrospective, it calls to mind the 
blessings already received. We may 
ask for what it would not be for our 
good to receive and what therefore God 
may not be willing to grant ; but he can 
never be other than pleased with praise 
for the blessings he has bestowed. So 
fond is he of praise, so delighted to have 
it ascend to him as a mighty cloud of 
incense to envelop his very throne, that 
he is said to “ inhabit the praises of 
Israel.”” And we know that praise will 
be the endless employ of heaven. So 
far as we know there will be no occasion 
for prayer there, for every desire will 
have been gratified, but in memory of 
him that “loved us and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood,” we shall 
ever have occasion for praise. Let us 
not forget that in order to sing the song 
of praise in heaven we must first learn. 
on earth. And while to-day with grate" 
ful hearts we erect a “ new stone of re- 
membrance, exclaiming, Ebenezer,” let 
us enter with trusting hearts upon the 
year before us. 

The Week of Prayer begins with 
the first Sunday in the year, Junuary 
6th, and the general arrangement of 
topics is as follows ; Monday— Praise 
and Thanksgiving ; Tuesday— Cunfes- 
sion of Sin, and Prayer for Cleansing 
and Renewal ; Wednesday— Prayer for 
Families and Instructors of Youth ; 
Thursday—Prayer for the Church of 
Christ ; Friday—Iotercession for the 
Nations ; Saturday—Prayer for Mis. 
sions at Home and Abroad, 

of God, in which we may ‘behold his 

constitute the secret of England's and 

Bible has made them such. Who of us : 

eee 

The Christian Messenger, 
Bible Lessons for 1883. 

FOURTH QUARTER. 

Lesson XI.—-DECEMBER 16, 1883, 

DAVID SPARING HIS ENEMY. 
1 Sam, xxiv. 1-17, 

Commit To Memory: Vs, 15-17. 

GoLbewx Texr.—* But [ say u 
Love your enemies, 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that desp ly use you and persecute you "— Matt, vy, 4d 

DAILY HOME READINGS, 
ML. David's last meeting with J onathan 

Sam., ch. xxiii, 
T. The Lesson and Context, 

1 Sam., ch. xxv, W. David's last meeting with Saul, 
1 Sam., ch xxvi, 

T. Slanderers and Enemies, 
Psalm xxxi, 

F. Betrayed and Huaoted, 
Psa. liv. and lvii, 

8. Patience of Jesus, 
1 Pet. ii 19-25; iy, 12-19, §. How to Treat our Enemies, 
Matt. v. 38-48, 

DAVID PERSECUTED BY SAUL 
Lesson Outing. —I Saul Hunti David, Ve. 1, 2. IL Saul in David's Power, Ve. 3-7. IIL Evil Ov with Good, Vs, 7-17. tin 
Pracs.—~Wilderness of Engedi. 
QUESTIONS. — V3, 1, 2.— What did 

do for a long time? Where did hb seek for David ? hi 
Vs 3-7.—~Where wers David and hig men hidden? What did Saul do? What temptation for David ? How did be repel it? What did he do? Why? How does verse 5 show his conscientious ‘respect for the king? ; 
Ve. 7-17.—What did David after Saul left the cave? How onde his in- noctnce? Why did he call Saul “father”? How was Saul affected ? What did he acknowledge ? vs. 17-19. Did Se a. Saul ? vs. 22. Did Saul remain frie ? ch xxvi 2 What said of Sam { a work ? . 

Scripture Searchings,— What similar scene can you find later in this history ? What Messianic Psalms Psal phetic of Christ) can you fod Say nd 

After his tearful leave of Jonathan, 
as in last lesson, David was for years an 
exile and wanderer, fleeing for his life from Saul. His experiences during this part of his history are given 1 Psalms 
xxxiv., lii, liv., Ivi,, Ivii., ete. First, he 
went to Nob, the city of the privsts, where he received refreshment and Goliath’s sword ; thence to Achish, king 
of Gath, among his enemies ; thence to the cave of Adullam, where he gathered 
the nucleus of an army, and where his 
parents came to him; thence to Moab, 
to put his father and mother under the 
care of the Moabite king. The city of 
Keilah being invaded by the Philistines, 
he went against and defeated them ; 
but, owing to the treachery of the in- 
habitants, bad to make his escape. 
Thence to the Wilderness of Ziph, 
where he had a like experience of 
treachery, and from which he escaped 
to the Wilderness of Maon. At Ziph, 
Jonathan came to see him and 
“strengthened him in God.” It was 
their last interview. At Maon he was 
pursued hotly by Saul, and seemed 
about to be taken, when news of an 
invasion of the Philistines came to Saul, 
who was compelled to turn aside to 
meet them. Meanwhile David, with 
six hundred men, escaped to the rocky 
stronghold of Engedi, where our present 
lesson finds him. 

Nores.—Vs. 1-3.—Saul, having de- 
feated the Philistines, returned to Gibesh: 
his capital. There, certain informers 
(described by David in Psa, lix. 1) 
brought him intelligence that David 
was in the wilderness of Engedi, on the 
western border of the Dead Sea. It 
was very rocky, full of caverns, and 
hence afforded a good hiding-place. 
Saul took three thousand chosen men to 
bunt David and his men (numbering 
six hundred) upon the rocks of the wild 
goats. The rocks were steep, and inac- 
cessible ; such as the ibex would de- 
light in. The sheep-cotes by the way. 
That is, lower down the mountains. 
Where was a cave. Used by the shep- 
herds as a place of refuge for their 
flocks in a storm. This must have been 
a very large cave, as it sheltered David's 
six hundred men in its dark depths. 
Hidden there, they, in looking to the 
mouth of the cave, could readily see 
Saul as he entered to cover his feet. See 
Judges iii. 24. 

Vs. 4-7.—David’s men were quick to 
see their opportunity, and exhorted 

nto ; 

el’s death, character, and 

him to seize upon it; (see xv. 28; wh 
{1 The temptation was, like that of | Obrist in the wilderness, 
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