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wrovg. To him Sau! was not an enemy,

put the Lord's awoinled, and therefore

gacred in bis eyes. Besides this, he was

pis master, or king, and a high sense of
joyalty forbade doing him violence. It

was not for David to take the Lord’s

work, unbidden, into his own hands.

He even held back his impetuous fol
lowers, and suffered them not lo rise up

against Saul. David was not a rebel,

with a band of desperadoes, but a true

man of God who would wittingly break

geither divine law nor human.

Ve. 8-10.=~The boldness of David in
following Saul out of the cave and ad-
dressing him, was the boldness of one
conscious of integrity, - We hear his
roysl salutation, and see him bowing in
reverence before the king as a dutiful
sabject, Wherefore hearest thou men’s
words? Though Saul’s animosity arose
from his own envy, there were not want-
ing slanderers who increased his rage
by misrepresenting David. The fear of
the Lord was David's rule of conduct.
He could meet the uncircumcised
Goliath alone, without fear; but, with
six hundred men at his back, "he could
pot harm the Lord’s anointed

Vs. 11-13.— My father. A form of
address showing an affectionate spirit
at variance with any desire to do Saul
parm. See. Here was evidence, in the
portion cut from Saul’s robe, of absence
of all evil iotention. Saul could see
that. I have mot sinned against thee.
Compare Daniel’s words to Darius,
«innocency was found in me"” (Dan.
vi. 22). Thou huntest my soul (life),
Words of keen reproach. What chance
would there have been for David if the

David calls upon Jehovah to judge be-
tween them in this matter, and leaves
i in his hands, Wickedness proceedeth
from the wicked The argument isy
Revenge is wickedness, and comes only |
from & wicked man ; and I will not be
such. Mine hand, etc. See Rom xii.
19, 20.

Ve. 14, 15.—After whom is the king
of Israel come out ? Emphasis on ki.ng
of Israel. David contrasts the digunity
of the king with his own insignificance,
and would disarm Saul’s anger by show-
ing the absurdity of bringing such a
great army to hunt oue who was of such
lowly position. A dead dog . . a (one)
flea. The strongest similes of self-de-
preciation. We, sometimes, after the
same manner,speak of loading a cannon
to shoot a mosquito. The Lord (Jehovah)
judge . . . plead . . . deliver. David
rested the whole case in God’s hands
with perfect confidence. See 1 Peter
ii. 23.

Vs. 16, 17.—David achieved a greater
victory over Saul than in killing him,
His tender my father,brings the response
my son, * A soit answer turneth away
wrath.” His magnanimity breaks Saul
down, and wrings from him the confes-
sion, thou art more righieous than I,
etc. David bad heaped coals of fire
upon his head, and had overcome evil
with good

SUGGESTED LESSONS.

How differently men read God’s pro-
vidences. To David’s men, Saul’s com-
ing into the cave was the call of'the
Lord to kill him. To David, it was the
call to show magnanimity.

A tender conscience like David’s is of

infinitely greater worth than the wedlth
of the world.

The sword wins but one victory—over
our enemy. Gentleness wing two—over

ourselves, as well as our enemy.

o . _—--— -

Help for Parents, or for the

Teacher of the Primary Class.

R

Saul and David are continually con-

trasted by their deeds—one feeding his
envy and malice; the other, though
hunted with great vindictiveness, almost
always seeking to know and do the will

of God. It will not be right to regard
David as perfect and Saul as wholly
vile ; for neither view would be correct.
Yet the good points in the character of
one stand out sharply, as do the evil
points of the other ; hence these are
what we are chiefl; led to consider, as
they clearly indicate the true inward

ness of the two'men,

Two great lines of thought appear:
the hardening effects of sin, as shown

in the conducy of Saul ; and the restrain

ing influence of divine grace, as shown
In the course

of the first, we have the pursuit of David |

in the conduect of David.

by Saul and his three thousand men

and the outward acknowledgment which
subsequent events prove was only super-
ficial, and probably from a momentary
remorse. In the other, we have an op- |

portunity for murder put aside ; a ten

derness. of heart that smote David be-
cause he had even mutilated the gar-
ment of Saul; a holding back of his
men from doing that which might have
placed the kingdom in his hand at

though accompanied by a boldness that
defied danger; a vindication against
evil intentions ; an appeal to God to
Judge between them ; and a final com-
pact to secure the descendants of Saul
when he, David—the hunted outcast—
should become king in place of Saul—a
fact which Saul openly acknowledges.

—Abridged from the Baptist Teachers

ﬂnu’éﬁﬁ' Department.

Original and Selected.
Bible Enigma.

No. 254
One of the three Christian graces.

l. In what was Elijah taken up to
heaven ?

2. Who was the owner of the rod by
which God worked signs before Pharaoh?

3 By what name did God make Him-
self known to Moses ?

4. What was the word used by Jesus
to raise Jairus's daughter ? .

5. Whaat is the Christian’s home ? -«

OURIOUS QUESTIONS.

No. 156.
Finding a word.
My first and last are alike,
You will own.
My second and fourth are the same,

Ot either my first or my fifth
Be it known.

My third just its half will proclaim.

My whole is a compliment
Frequently paid

To ladies of every grade.

Behead me and then it may
Truly be said,

I’m first of the kind ever made.

Cartail but this last, and then

... _Truly the name,

Of a lady my letters convey,

Read backwards or forwards.
I'm each way the same,

Now tell me this riddle, I pray.

No. 157.

Charade.

First ; a kind domestic creature,

You can pet, caress and teach her;
Next an article we view,

Alpha and a vowel too;

Third will measure our course at sea;
A list of names my whole may be.

No. 158.

1. What man hired an hundred thou-

sand men for one bundred talents of
silver ? ¢

2. Who stole money from his mother
that she had dedicated to the Lord ?

3. Who was removed from being
queen because she made an idol in a
grove ?

No. 159.
Form a diamond of words.
1. The nose of a domestic animal.
2. A covered carriage,
3. A man servant.
4. A large boiler.
5. An organ of sensation.
6. What goes first in a boot ?
7. The centre of cne.

No. 160.

An animal is my first ;
My next is seen on high;
My whole, with brilliant ray,
Shines 1n the summer sky.

Find answers to the above—write them
down—and see how they agree with the
answers o be given next week.

— &

Answer to Bible ‘Enigma.

No. 253.

~ Double Acrostie.

N ekod A
Q. de D
A gripp A
H adora M

Noah. Adam,

ANSWERS TO UURIOUS QUESTIONS.
No. 153.
1. Abijah (1 Kiogs xiv. 13).
2. Children of Rachab (Jer.
1-10).
3. Joshua, x. 11.
4. Maaseiah.

5. Three years. Ex. vii. 7.

power over the angel and prevailed.”
7. In Deut. xxxiii.
name the tribe of Simeon.
No. 154.
Words contained in words.
Wasp, asp.
Reel, eel.
Shag, hag.
Suip, hip.
Sire, ire.
Lark, ark.
No. 155.
¢ Word Squar
GUA

SOmPIe

ovErc
THOZ
brEy
C=MHEXT
oD

e G A A

from Him ?
Muller.

- srmmorap o

and warm
gsecondary means of gr

once ; a humility that found expreasion.
in & low obeisance before the king

XXXV,

6. In Hosea -xii. 4 it is said, “ He had

Moses does not

: The more you are like God, the hap-
’ | pier you will be ; and God receives not,
but gives. Why should I not give a fow
crumbs to my Saviour, who daily sup-
plies my table, and gives me all things
richly to enjoy.? Would I receive more
Then let me give more,~—

- Kind looks, kind words, kind acts,
id shakes — these are
when men

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. |
— »

..Foreign Mission News.
9 :

The great barrier to the suoccess of
Mission work in India bhas been the
hostility of the women and the diffi-
culty of reaching them with the Word
of Life, This it appears is fast giving

succeeding. We read in the London
Missionary Herald, November :

In a recent letter to Sir Morton
Peto, Bart,, written from Delhi, the
Rev. R. F. Guyton says :—* One most
important feature of our work just
now, and one for which we are a'l
grateful to God, is a very maailest
deepeniog and freshening of spiritual
life among our native Christians: this
i8 specially remarkable in the women.
these have hitherto been most apathetic
and unmoveable, after the'fashion of
women in this country : they are now
beginning to move. Only last Sunday
quite unknown to us, and even unsug-
gested by us, some of them went out
into the * bustees’ round, and there
preached. It that Spirit can only be
maintained, we shall win all in the
bustees ; for our difficalty hitherto has
been that, however much we influenced
the men, the women were agaionst us.
I stuould explain that these women
were simply the wives of native
Christians, not Bible-women, and not
paid in any way, therefore.’

Rev. Robert Spurgeon also writes
from Barisal to his wi‘e now in England,
which she forwards to the secretary,
Mr: Baynes.

CueeriNG TipDINGS yROM BARISAL.
—The new feature in the meetings was
the presence of a | number of
women. Two of them read short
papers, two others spoke to their sisters,
and a number offered prayer. ( Per-
haps ‘the friends would like to know
that the women would do all this, read,
speak and pray, squatting on - the
ground with their feet under them, and
their cloth or chuddar drawn over their
face almost to their mouth.) [ was
glad to see the ability displayed, and
trust that next year more honour still
will be rendered to our sisters. Many
of them remember you, and ask to see
your portrait; aad th 'y are very inte-
rested in all I have to say about you
and the children.
* On Saturday we called at Ambolia.
After a short service two were exam-
ined for baptism, but asked to wait, and
then I had to go in a dingy to one of
my boatmen’s houses, who was ill, and
pray for him, It wassuondown when we
reached Askor; but we had a delight-
ful ¢ Saturday pight prayer-meeting,’
and felt somewhat retreshed for the
MOTrrow.
* But what a day that was! Askor
Chapel was crowded by ten o’clock.
Mr. Kerry preached, then candidates
for baptism were examined till nearly
one o'clock, By half-past three the
people began to return to the service.
A larger audience than in the morning
filled every crevice of the chapel, I
preached on the words, ‘ Grieve not
the Holy Spirit of God by whom ye
are scaled unto the day of redemption.’
A church-meeting tollowed, and the
names of candidates read out one by
one to be accepted or not by the church.
Thirty women and thirteen men were
accepted, and our.good brother John
and I immersed them in a large tank
in front of the chapel. Mr. Kerry stood
among the crowd, praying as Joho and
I went to change clothes in the boat,

¢ As soon a8 possible we met again in
the chapel, and I gave - the right hand
of fellowship to each one, and then we
had the Communion together. Anon-
do’s wife was present with her little
one, all she has left now, and she i3 so
young to be a widow ! (You, my dear
Mr. Baynes, will remember Anondo !
A young school-master, to whom you
sent a case of medicines. His wile is
I believe, not more than fourteen or
fitteen vears of age.) We left Askor
early this morning and are returning to
Barisal. Mr. Edwards stayed at
Sooagram to preach on the Sunday and
to baptize at my request, I shall not
remain at home more than two days, as
I have promised to be at Digaleah (D.
V.) on Sunday next, Godis filling my
hands with work. This year will be
the most remarkable one in my mis-
sionary career in most respects ; but
the sense of loneliness I bave toendure
is also as remarkable. But we are
Christ's. *That we might by all
means save some’ is our desire, and we
count it an bonour to suffer tor His
sake.” And Mrs, Spurgeon adds: * Io
the letter I received from my husband
last week, he tells me that thirty.two
more have been baptized.” Is not this
cheering news ?”

ITaLy is an interesting field of
Mission work to our English brethren,
Rev. J. Wall writes from Civita
Vecchia the seaport of Rome, Aug. 24:

MissioN woRK IN Civira VECCHIA.
—The very greatest blessing that can
happen to a little missionary church,

thet finds its courage oozing out, is to
be led to work which it would never

are in trouble and are
seen battles.=Dr. John .

ting their un-

plish.
- saves it,
street of the city, a small shop was to
be let.
members of the chirch objected to be
dragged into the market-place.
fitted up
sible,
with its dark and narrow entrances, was
pleaded for ; but only two light folding
doors, with partially frosted panes in
way and a happier state of things is | them, were put, as near as possible, on
a line with the street.
ing Sunday morning the new place was
opened,
gelist, not asingle member of the church
was present. Nevertheless we bad a
good meeting, composed principally of
Christians trom Rome.
the campaign really commenced.
bad brought a small harmonium with
us from Rome, and a good supply of
tracts containing the Gospel. Io a little
while the room, which seats about fifty
persons, was filled and a number were
standing round the door.

If there is life in it, the struggle
Last month, ig the principal

We took it immediately. The

It was
in the simplest manner pos-
The orthodox lobby at the door,

On the follow-

Beside the family of the evan-

In the evening
We

I gave the

first of a series of discourses om the

Romans of the New Testament, in hope

that the faith and example of their fore-

fathers might stimulate some to Christ.

Sig. Fasulo and I take the services al-

ternately, and while the one occupies

the pulpit the other stands at the door.

The conversation at the door, outside
the line of excommunication, is often
most interesting ; indeed, it is at this
point that the destiny of a meeting is
o'ten decided. The meeting has not
only kept up, but the members of the
church have preseated themselves, and,
at a special church-meeting, voted a
handred {rancs towards a harmoniam,
and promised to help to keep the door.
* The work here has thus bad another
impetas supplied to it ; and, unless I am
greatly mistaken, it will be some time
before our nascent native churches will
be able to stand long without some such
extraneoas help. There is also need of
help for the railors of various nations
in this rising port of Rome. I wish
some Christian family, who have our
mission at heart, would come and reside
here, and give their life to work among
the French and English steamships, the
coral and sardine boats, the numerous
pative sailors, the eight bundred con-

around the city ; and, above all, among
the many children, who are very ac-
cessible, Bible and tract distribution
might be carried on freely and exten-
sively.

victs who labour in chained gangs

here to Roumania to fetch my family;
and on this occasion i visited Bukarest,
the capital of Ronmania. ,’

* The darkness concerning the way
ot ealvation about here is very grievous.
and great exertions are made by our
enemies to hinder the progress of our
mission. In Stanestie, a villaga in
Bucowina, we were wot permitted by
the governor of the distri~t to hold
mee'ings, I appealed to the gnhvern-
ment, and at last we got permission to
hold closed m+etings with invited guests;
and, although that is not much liberty,
it is still a great progres, and we sin-
cerely thaok the Lord for his grace.
In Sereth, a town in Bucowina, some
R)man Cathslics have been converted,
and they have had io endare many per-
secutions from their relatives and
friends ; but as they still remained firm,
their enemies tried to destroy our whole
mission. We trust in the Lord, and

«he will give us victory over our enemies,

‘From Alexandersdorf, a German
colony near Bucowina, [ recently re

ceived an invitation, signed by seven,
men to come and -<how them the
way of salvation. Accoapanied by two
brethren I arrived there on the 16ih:
but they bad been so frightene! by our
enemies, that they did not dare to speak
to us ; and as we were in danger from
the excit-d crowd, we had to leave the
village, and went to Wishnitz, asking
those who wished to speak to us to come
thither, Oureoemies, however, threat-
ened to kil] everybody who should try
to go to us. Theretore only one man
came secretly to us in the darkness, and
from him we heard what they had to
suffer. When they had gathered to-
gether during the night in order 10 read

one of them if they would not
reading the Bible.

read the Scriptures,

bers living at ten different places.’

the Bible, a crowd hal surrounded the
house, broke all the windows, «nd, armed
‘with great clubs, threatened to kill every
ive up
These are not
Roman Catholics, bat Lutheran Chris-
tians, who rave thus about reading the
Bible, and persecute men who do noth-
ing but meet together to sing hymns and

On the 1st of June I baptized eight
converts in the River Pruth during the
calm and stillness of a beantiful night.
Three others have applied for baptism,
and thus we hope to continue to reap.
At present we have seventy-one mem-

No Lack or MissioNaries.—In the
history of the South-Sea Mission, truth.

—and this deservedly for its merits far
exceed any possible success it can meet
with. T :
Then followed The American Institute
of Hebrew which soon expanded into
The Society of the American Institute of
Iebrew. This Society is now. incorpor-
ated and possesses a capital of ten
thousand dollars with Dr. Harper as
principal—which means sole manager.
While designing, ecarryiog forward,
and perfecting, these several depart-
ments, the Professor neglactel none of
his work in the Seminary, and beside
founded a Summer School, taught a
School of Hebrew at Chautauqua, pre}
pared notes on the International Series
for the Sta-dard, Superintended the
Morgan Park Sunday School, and per-
formed other feats too numerous to
mention, ;

A few days ago I received a letler
from him in which he told me of a new
departure that he is instituting—the
prospectus of which came a day or two
later.

He designs now to from an Old Testa-
ment Correspondence School. The aim
of this school he gives as follows : *“The
Old Testament during the next half
century will be the battle-ground of
Christianity. Its topics are to-day en-
grossing the attention of thinking men
and women everywhere. Never before
in the history of the church has this
portion of the Divine revelation figured
8o prominently. Questions have come
up in relation to it which are vital.
Discoveries are being made which throw
great light upon its pages. In view of
these and other facts, there is a wide

record carefully and systematically.
Men feel that its facts ought to be
known, and that its teachiogs must be
understood. To do this work in a man-
ner which shall be profitable, it is
necessary that a definite plan of study
be marked out—a plan which ‘shall
cover the ground as comprehensively
and yet as minutely as possible. The
events, the characters of HHebrew history

whole Bible, and of the rich stores of
molern research which have so recently

spread desire to study this ancient

should be examined in the light of the-

been placed within our reach. Doctrinal’
and ethical subjects should be studied
in their historic setting. The literature
should be read in connection with the'

There is great difference in the re-
ception given to the gospel in Earopean
countries with their State Charches, as
well as in the dark regions of heathen-
dom. We find in the Baptist Mission-
ary Magazine, November, 1883, ac-
counts from several missionaries of the
A. B. M. Union lsboring in different
countries of Europe. We copy a few
extracts :

HersreLp, TAURINGIA.—Brother
M. Gute, pastor of the Baptist church,
writes, * On my regular visitation tour
to the different out-stations and preach-
ing-places ot our church, which always
takes me three weeks, I had the joy
of baptizing three young men. Two of
them were baptized in Ruhla, as several
friends in that place had the desire to
witness one of our baptisms, Wae could
not get the bathing-place for that pur-
, but a rich manufacturer offered
us his beautiful park, in which there is
a pond, and we changed our dresses in
a neighboring pavilion. A policeman
was present, who kept the spectators in
exemplary order, and the whole con-
gregation listened attentively to my ex.
planations of the ceremony. In the
evening our meetirg-place was crowded
by strangers who had never been to our
service before. Here in Hersfeld we
baptized nineteen persons during the
first and second quarter; but we also
bad the sorrowful duty of excluding
three members.”

ZURICH, SWITZERLAND, — Brother
Bues reports from the first quarter, that
he had the joy of baptizing two persons
who bad found peace with Christ. ¢ One
of these,’' he writes, * the husband of one
of our sisters, has attended our services
for twenty years before he could make
up his wind to give his heart to the
Lord.’

St. PETERSBURG, RUssia,— Brother
Schieve, pastor of the Baptist church,
writes, ¢ Duriog the past quarter four
converts have applied for baptism.
Two of these ladies belonged to the
Russian ¢church, and therefore weshould
have got into conflict with the govern-
ment it we had granted their wish
One went to Kiew, where she was
baptized by a brother who is a Russian
by birth; the other was baptized in
Tilsit, Prussia.. The two others, a
married couple, were baptized on As.
cension Day in a little river before
the Narwian Gate. Some brethren had
pitched the tents beforehand, which of
course drew a great ‘multitnde to the
spot, who were curious to witness the
proceedings. Thus the sacred ceremony
was periormed before a great gathering

of people.’

have thought of being able to accom-

is stranger than fiction. The marvell-
ous power of the gospel has been such
as to fulfil literally the predietion, * A
nation shall be born ina dey? Not the
half has ever been told of the debasing

kept the. people.in Ahe mwosk - sdjeer
slavery for so many ages; and it was
the joy experienced iu their deliverance
from that slavery to the full liber:y of
the blessings of the gospel which inspir-
ed our converts to devote themselves to’
the work of emancipating their fellow-
men by preaching Christ unto them.
This * first love’ has not died out in this
generation ; but now, asof old, we have
no difficulty in finding men moved by
the Spirit of God, who are willing to
‘ forsake father and mother,’ und child-
ren too, for Christ’s sake, and for men
to carry to the regions beyond the word
of everlasting life, Oiltentimes our dit-
ficulty lies in selecting from candidates:
those whom we judge best adapted to
the work. It is by the aid of these
native brethren that the rapid spread of
the gospel along the shores of New
Guinea has been accomplished.— Lon-
don Missionary Chronicle.

Govvespondence.

For the Christian Messenger,
The Most Recent and Best.

No one at all acquainted with the
versatile and prolific genius of the
Hebrew Professor at Morgan Park will
be surprised to know that he is again

influence of those horrid systems which L

5

" The "dim of The Old Testament Cor«

history of the age in which it was pro-
duced. This work should be done with
the Eoglish Bible as the basis; all

possible aid, however, must be secured
from outside sources. ;

respondence Schoel is, in a word, to assist
Bible students in the study of the Old
Testament, by arranging and systema-
tising the work, by indicating courses

the student may profitably follow ouf,
in his study, and by furnishing, when
needed, discussioas upon this most dife
ficult topics which present themselves
in this course of study.”

In the prospectus Dr. Harper specifies

especially designs the school, the plan
of work to be adopted, and many parti-
culars with reference to it. He says
“ The work which it is proposed to do
will be divided intoeight regular courses,
each of which will include forty recita-
tion lessons and ten examinations. Each
course will extend over one year.”
These eight courses comprehend the
whole Old Testament. Beside the
regular courses there are also eight
special courses to be carried on in con-
nection. The work of the school
begins the first of the coming January,
With respect to * assistance’ it is
said, “ no one man would dare to under
take all this preparation necessary for &
work so vast, so difficult and so respon-
sible as that which is to be accomplished

of reading, by suggesting topics which

further the particular ones for whom he

the originator of something new.

that something new can be.

Na-
turally however all may inquire what

by The Old Testament Correspondence
School. To do this work faithfully,
there will be required the co-operation

The first public endeavor of Dr.
Harper was the establishment of a
Hebrew Corres}ondence School. The
idea of studying Hebrew by correspon-
dence was an entirely new one, and
aroused no little curiosity and some
prophesies of the immediate failure of
the undertaking, but it was soon found
to be just what pastors needed, and the
small band that began with the lessons
soon increased, and has gone on in
creasing until the number to-day is
greater than was that of the army of
Saul when the hosts of the Philistines
encamped against him in Michmash.

Quickly following T'he Correspondence
School of Hebrew came the Hebrew
Student, a journal designed for students
of the Old 'Testament., At first this
journal was a sheet of sixteen pages
but it has been enlarged, and to-day is a
handsome magazine of double the num-
ber of pages, and issoon to be enlarged
again. The circulation of this.magazine
has been continually increasing, and it
has met with great favor not only among

AusTRIA, GALITZIA.— Brother Mas-
sier writes, ‘ In March I travelled from

scholars of this continent but among

of scholars and specialists in various
departments of this broad field. This
co-operation has already been in  part
gsecured. The assistance of men who
occupy the highest rank in the depart-
ments of history, exegesis and theology

has been promised, and no time or
expense will be spared to make the
several courses invaluable to those who
may undertake them. The tuition fee
for each course is placed at siz dollars
in advance a sum sufficiently large to
incite the pupil to study in order to get
the worth of his ‘money, yet small
enough to place the lessons within the
reach of nearly all.

The importance of the work Professor
Harper here proposes to Jo, caonot it
seems 10 me, be overrated, Would that
every minister in the Mariiime Provinces
might take these lessons! Many, I am
sure, will feel how exactly th: work is
adapted to their need, and will avail
themselves of the opportunity here
afforded of gaining & more adequate
knowledge, and & more systemalioc
knowledge, of the old books of God's
word. Wishing the enterprise, and the
Professor who is at its head, well.

I ren{;lin, l :
ery truly yours,
‘0-~ R- Bc DO

those of England and Germany as well,

Milton, Nov. 23, 1883.
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