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The I}lm_!t_h Chapter.

Give me sweet harity, my God,
That suffereth so long,
And still is kind and pitiful
" o those who do the wrong.
The charity that envieth not
The better things I see ;
The charity that vaunteth not
What God doth give to me.

The charity to bear a grief
As if'T walked alone ;
Thépiive, unselfich charity
That seeketh not her own.
The charity that would not joy
To. see another's doom,
Would rather bear, believe, and hope,
Or else endure the gloom.

The charity that will not fail
When other things shall cease—
And all will then be well with me
When comes that perfect peace.
Till ghen the Faith and Hope I need
Could ne’er abide with nye, -
If 1 sbould lose that loving grace,
The “ greatest of the three.”

He hath Said.

BY C. H. SPURGEON.

The apostles, like their Master, were
always very ready at quotations. As
inspired men they could have always
used fresh words, yet they preferred
(and herein they are an example to us)
to quote old words upon which the seal
of divine authority has been set afore-
time—* He bath said.”” I.et us do the
same, for, though the words of minis-
ters may be sweet, the words of God
are sweeter; and though original
thoughts may bave' the charm of
novelty, yet the ancient words of God
bave the ring, and the weight, and the
value of old and precious coins, and
they will never be found wanting
in.the day when we require to use
them. ¢ He hath said,’ not only chases
away doubts and fears, but it also
yields nourishment to all our graces.
When the apostle would make us con-
tented, he says, ‘ Be content with such
thiugs as ye bave : for He hath said;
and when he would make us bold and
courageous, he puts it thus foreibly,
He hath said, | will pever leave thee,
nor forsake thee.’ So that we may
boldly say, ‘ The Lord'is my belper,
aud I will not fear what man shall do
unto me.” When the apostle Paul
would nourish {dith, he does it by feed

ing to David’s description, is like
¢ Clear shining after rain,’ whereby the
tender grass’is made to spring out of
the earth. So have we often seen it.
After a heavy shower of rain, or after
a contioned rainy season, when the
sun shines, there is a delightful clear-
pess and freshness in the air that we

"the rain has ceased, when the wind has

thus is it with the Christian’s exercised

ing us from Scripture with the exam- |
'pl“ of Abraham, of lsaac, of Jacob, of i
Moses, of Gideon, of Barak, and of |
Jephthah. When another apostle |

would calm us with a lesson of patience |
hesays, * Ye have heard of the patience |

of Job ;' or if it be our prayerfulness
that be wants to stir up, he says,
¢ Elias was a man subject to like pas-

siops as we are, and he prayed and
prevailed” ¢ He hath said.’ is refresh-
ing food for every grace, and a decisive
death-blow for every sin. Here you
bave nourishment for that which is

good, and poi-oun for that which is evil. '
Search, then, the Scriptures, for so |

shall you grow bealthy,” strong, and
vigorpus in the divine life,

But besides searching them by read-
ing, and treasuring them by memory,
we should test them by experience, and
80 often as a promise 18 proven to be
true, we should made a mark against
it, and note that we also can say, as
did one of old, * This is my comiort -in
my affiiction ; for Thy word hath
quickened me.” ¢ Wait on the Lord,
said Isaiah, and then he added, ¢ Wait,
1 say, on the Lord, as if his own ex.
perience led him to echo the voice of
God to his hearers. Test the promise ;

take God's bank-note to the counter,

and mark if it be cashed. Grasp the
lever which he ordains to lift your
trials and try if it possesses real power.
Cast this divine tree into the bitter
waters of your Marah, and learn Low
it will sweeten them. Take this salt
and throw it into the turbid waters, and
witness if they be not made sweet, as
were the waters of old by the prophet
Elisha,- * Taste and see that the Lord
is good , . . for there is no want to
them that fear Him.

A Taunton telegram says that, while
superintending the preparations for a
theatrical entertainment on Saturday,
Rev. W, B. Thomas, vicar of Halse, sud-
denly expired before medical assistance
could be obtained. He was suffering

| the left, clasping firmly the strong hand
| the danger was overcome and the shore
| reached in salety.

*“Ia&t, avd treading just where the light

{ ply that it lights up the pathway of

- Clear Shining after Rain,
The sway of Christ as King, accord-

seldom perceive at other times. Per-
haps the brightest weather is just wheo

drifted. away the clouds, and the sun
peers forth from his chambers to glad-
den the earth with bis smiles. And

heart. Sorrow does pot last forever.
After the pelting rain of adversity
cometh ever and anon the clear shin-
ing. Tried believer, econsider this.
After all thy afflictions there remaineth
a rest for the people of God. There
is a clear shining coming to thy soul
when all this rain is past. When thy
time of rebuke is over and gone, it shai!
be to thee as to the earth when the
tempest has sobbed itself to sleep, when
the clouds have rent themsélves to rags,
and the sun peereth forth once more as
a bridegroom in his glorious array. To
this end, sorrow co-operates with the
bliss that follows it, like rain and sun
shive, to bring forth the tender blade.
Thetribulation #nd the consolation work
together for our good. ¢ As the suffer-
ings of Christ abound in us, 80 our con
solation also aboundeth by Christ.” The
clear shining after rain produces an at-
mosphere that refreshes herbs and eer-
eals; and the joy of the Lord, after
seasons of sorrow, makes the goul fruit-
ful.” Thus we grow in grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.— 5.

Where Does the Lieht Shine?

BY REV. A. J. GORDON, D. D.

‘*We were on chipboard, relates a
captain’s wife, *lying in a Southern
harbor. We “were obliged, first, to
make our way ashore. The waves
were rolling beavily, I became fright-
ened at the thought of attempting it,
when one came to me, saying, ‘Do
not be afraid: I will take care of
you.’ :

‘* He bore a peculiarly shaped dark-

lantern, only a single ray of light being

emitted from a small eircular opeunipg.
* Now," said he, * take my bhand : .bold
fast : do not fear. Do not look about
you, or on either side of you, only on
the little spot lighted by my lastern,and
place your footsteps firmly right there.
I heard the rushiog of the waters,
aad was stiil conscious of fear ; but by

looking steadily only where the light |

ifell, end planting my footsteps just

there, not turning either to the right or

‘ The next day my kind guide said,
‘ Would you like to see the way by
which you came last night?” Then he
sbhowed me where our vessel had been
lying, and the very narrow plank by
which we had reached the shore. He
knew that had I turped either to the
right or left I should, in all probability
have lost my balance, and gone over
into those dark waters; but by holding

fell, all danger would be averted.’

Here is a most significant illustration
for us. The word of God is called ‘a
lamp -unto our feet, which would im-

obedience for us. It is not said that it
is & light unto our head, throwing its
beams out into the outlying realms of
science and mystery, to illumine them
for us, It is told that in Oriental
cities pedestrians could eften be “seen
at night threading the dark streets
with a little lamp fastened to their san-
dals, which kept twinkling as they
moved along like a terrestrial star, If
the Psalmist had this idea in mind,
bhow beautiful is the imagery! Pil-
grims of the night, while our Lord is
absent from us for a season, we have
the Bible; the sure word of prophecy,

dark place,’ - until the day ‘dawn, and
the day-star arise in our hearts,” This
is a lamp to our feet, It lights up each
step of duty ; each advance in obedi-

ence indicates for us ; but it does not

the régions of sur.
for it isia foot-lamp
not o _head-light of
Let it shine up-
@1l cce each
successive step in the way of life dis-
tictly révealed,ii‘e“ﬁ’?ﬁ
fession, justification, growth -in’grace,
sanctification, and redemption. Take
one step, afd_the negt #vill be plain
So many persons balt at
the entrance of the way of life, and re-
fuse to advance because they canpot
understand the mystery of the Trinity,
the mystery of ihe incarnation, the
mystery of regeneration, and
mystery of etercal life.
knowledge

upiversal Wkdﬁ

on our pa\ﬁw

» fuith, eon-

before us.

Baut such
impossible.
We can only enter into a full un-
derstanding of God’s mind through
successive stages of obedience:
any man shall do the will of God he
shall know of the doectrioe.’
duty done opens tor us a door to wider
knowledge and further service. I can
only enter ong attainment through the
portals of another and previous attain-
The lamp of obedience just
shows us each next step in advance,
The. Christian life is
like the locks of a canal; only till you
have passed through one door, and had
it shut behind you, will another door
Until you have believed
on Christ and confessed, and so closed
the gates of irresolution behind you,
you. canoot ‘know him in any of the
deeperyrelations of his will,

The lamp of Scripture, moreover,
lights up for us the way of obedience,
rather the way of disobedience.
were well forius to get this truth dis-
tinctly fixed in our minds,—that it is
the province of God's Word to show
us what trauch is, rather than what
error is ; what life is, rather than what
death is ; what salvation is, rather than
what dampation is,

And it we attempt to explore the
realms of error, or to draw up an elab-
orate philosophy of eternal ruin, we are
doing what God does not do; ¢ Strait
is the way, and parrow is the path, that
And the lamp of
life throws its beams along this path to
light it up for vs; butover the whole
adjacent territory of death and punish.
ment it shuts down an awful cloud of
mystery, on which it writes the words,
“the blackness of darkness forever and
If men attempt to light up too
mioutely this mystery with their little
theological lamps, they will do more
barm than good ; for they are doing
what God nowhere does, which is al-
God has drawn out
a most complete and perfect system of
Let us study the philosophy of
the plan of salvation, if we will, but let
us not attempt any philosophy of the
plan of damnation.

and no more.

open to you.

leadeth unto life.

ways dangerous.

With ene glance,
at the fathomless depths of eternal woe,
let us turn with a sigh, and bend all
our strength to the work of smatching
souls as *brands from the burning.
The danger is that we shall get bewil-
dered, and lose our balance, if we look
tco much into the * deep and dazzling
darkness’ of perdition,
the prophet Habakkuk says to the Al-

mighty : * Thou art of purer eyes than
to behold evil, and canst not look upon
The gaze of Jehovah is tix-
ed forever upon the holy, and the pure,
Let us fix our eyes
there, and press on,— ZThe Watchword,

Hear what

iniquity.’

and the blessed.

Worldly Conformity,

The Rev, Dr. James W. Alexander | ® direct negative to every statement he
wpote to a friend: *As I grow older has made. Intoxicating wine is for-
as @ parent, my views are changin
fast as to the degree of ednformity to the | 31, “ Look not thou upon the wine &¢.”
to our | Paul also in more places than one
I am horror-struck to count | enjoins abstinence; There ‘is no evi
up the profligate ehildren of pious per-
sous, and even ministers.

* The door at which those inflaences
enter, which countervail parental in-
struction and example, I am persvaded
is yielding to the wgya’ of yoo?: wcigiy. d?ncé 't.h.;t . Land e L il
By dress, books and amusements, an blmsglt wxph liquor sellers in any way
atmosphere is formed which is not that Publicans in the time of Curist did not
More than ever do 1| #ell such vile compounds as may be
found to-dey in the liquor shops of

world which we should = allow
children.

of Christianity,
feel that our families must stand 4p a
kind but determined opposition to the | Halifax, nor did they sell wine of any
fashions of the world, breasting the | kind or any other goods, that they were

waves, like the Eddystone light-house. | simply revenues ollectors, is known to

And 1 bave found nothing yet which
requires more courage and indepéndence
than to rise a little, but decidedly, above
the par of the religious world around us,

A ¢ SBurely, the way in which we com.
which Peter calls a ¢ light shining in a T

throw ' its beams forward into the fu-
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The following letter with a few neces-
sary alterations was sent to the Morning
Herald as a_reply to a letter signed
“Omega’’ in that paper the 8ih
inst, @s it has been returned’to me, the
editor of that paper not cariog to pub-
lish it, I would thank you to give it
space in your next issue.

Yours, &ci,

' AvrHa.
February 26th, 1883,

Unlawful Businesses,

To the Editor of the “ Morning Herald" :
Sig,~I had supposed that the, in its
way, very ingenuous 1etter of « Oniega ”
in your issue of the 8tb inst., on the
morals of liquor selling, would have
received a sufficient answer ere this, not
baving noticed avy such answer is my
excuse for asking your indulgence.

In brief, your correspondent contends,
that because & business is legal it is
therefore proper and one in which any
Christian man may honestly and pro-
perly engage, and that “ if the liquor
seller is a godly man ” the buyiness will
be 80 conducted as to produce no harm-
ful resuits. He states that wine (the
intoxicating article) is not fortidden
to Christians, that Christ himself both
made and drank wine, and directed bis
disciples in all ages to use such at
the Lord’'s Table, that our Lord kept
company with liquor sellers, and gave
them his blessing. Under these circum-
stances he asks if he sins in occasion-
ally buying a bottle of liguor- I pro-
pose, briefly, to answer your correspon
dent’s arguments and statements,which
I think I have not unfairly presented,
and just here allow me to request that
if it is no sin to buy or driuk intoxica-
ting liquors, it is certainly no sin to
sell, and that the traffic in intoxicating
liquors is quite proper and should not
be hampered by licence fees or in any
other way, But it appears to me that
Omega is entirely astray in this matter,
The question of liquor selling is one not
80 much of law as of morals, not Is it
legal? but Is it right? I is quite law-
ful to keep bawdy houses in Paris or
St. Louis on paying the licence fees.
Most people however think it is not
right, and thet Coristian men should
not engage in the business. They judge
the business by its results, just so in
reference to the traffic in liquors, fol-
lowing in its wake, its inevitable results
crowd the public vision in sceunes of
wretchedness and woe, poverty, snd
crime, in wrecks of manhood and wo
manhood, in ruined homes and suffer-
ing children, and slas tha: this is no!
all, it traffics in homan souls. God's
word tells us that “ No drunkard shll
ioherit the kingdom of heaven.” Our
blessed Saviour said that * It is impo-si-
ble but that offences will come but woe
unto him through whom they come,”
Does the man who accomplishes ali
this deeire that his business should,
with all its dire results, be bLeld up to
the public gaze? then he will think
your correspondent, but in all fairuess
let him not thrust himself into the
company of honest tradesmen or other
respectable men. The liquor seller may
be bonored by the churcu, and a eulogy
be pronounced over his coffin by his
minister, if he bas money to leave the
chureh, but he may bave lived in &
palace or retired to the lunatic asyluwn
or ended his days in the poor house,
all the same, the morals of Lis business
will be jliugOd of by its resulis. 1|
think I may®afely ssy that no » Godly
man " willever be fouud in the bus-
ness. ()qe’ga“"iie particularly woforiu
nate in the Scripture argument, It is
no difficult matter to logically maintaiv

.

bidden to God’s people. See Prov, xxuii,

dence that Christ ever drank intoxica-
ting wine, nor that he ever made sueh,
neither did he direct Coristians to use
it at the Communion, There is no evi-

all of ordinary intelligence, unless in
deed your correspondeni should be
excepted. The Publicans of that day

and them.’

mould no doubt have been insulted ut

monly go on is not the way of self- hig insinuation against their characters.
denial and sacrifice and cross-bearing
whici, the New Testament talks of,
* Theu 8 the offence of the cxpss ceased.’
Our ¢! nder influence on the circle of
our fri:nds is often to be traced to our
leaviug so little difference between us

It is certainly possible for rumsellers to
become Christians, but they will leave
the business, they capnot serve two
masters. Christian men may drink wine,
and way also fall into many other sins
and continue’ to fall, sguin and sgsin,

MARCH 14, 1883,
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lutely no necessary use to which he
could put it, and as the possession-of it
might lug to barm, I would say he did
wrofig to buy it, and the man from
whom he purchased did wrong to sell it.
The man who sold cheated, inasmuch
as he did not,. give value, the man who
bought it acted unwisely in allowing
himself to be imposed upon by a worth-
less article.

Your correspondent says * every
thing depends on the way a man con-
ducts his business.” Now if the general
conduct of a trade is harmful to society,
then the soouner that business is ab-
olished the better for all concerned.

In reference to receiving the wages
of the tremendous sin against God and
our fellow man, the position of the
Christian should be that of emphatic
protest, whether these wages should be
paid into the coffers of the church or to
advance the interests of education, or
ineuppofrt of the charitable institutions
of the day by the rumseller himself, or
received through the ordinary govern

cannot accompany money received from
such sources, God can take care of his
people and carry on his work without
Satanic aid, and the sooner this is un
derstood the betier for all.

Yours, =
¢ . ALPHA.

. For the Christian Messenger.
Chicago Letter.

Mr. Editor,

In an editorial before me you treat
well it appears to me,, the su!ject
¢ Compromising for Union,” Unity in
the church of Christ certainly is greatly
to be desired.
And is not the tendency of the dif-
ferent wings of evangelical Christetdom
strongly in that direction? On every
hand we meet with evidences ‘that such
is the case, :
- A siguoifieant event transpired -last
fall in England. The Congregational
Union of England and Wales assembled
according to previous appgintment in
Bristol. While they were in session
they were visited by a deputation fiom
the state clergy of Bristol, numbering
about sixty, with Dr, Elliet, Dean of
Bristol, at their head.
This deputation of the Church of
England clergy was represented by the
dean himself who read an address before
the Union in which he heartily welcom-
ed it to Bristol, -and -expressed, in the
warmest terms, his respect and that of
those he represented, for, as he sail,
“Ouar fellow workers in the cause of
Christ.”
Such an address coming from such a
source was not only unlooked for but
unprecedented in English ecclesiastical
history and is highly significant of
the changed state of feeling in the old
couotry,
To adduce the unmistakable signs of
better understanding and fuller sympa-
thy constantly increasing between the
different denominational bodies of this
county would not be an easy task. since
they are so many,
The Inter-Seminary Alliances, Chri+
tian Conventions, pulpit exchanges,
union services, evangelical unions
social gatherings all witnesses Lo tlLe
fact,
The purpose with which I set out to
write was to mention a meeting held
yesterday in this city, which, indeed,
bears agreeable evidence in the same
direction as the above.
After the regular Monday morning
meetings of the various ministers asso-
ciations of the city, the pastors and
leading Christian workers of the differ-
ent denominations—the Baptist, Metho-
dist, Congregational, and Presbyterisn
were the most largely represented —met
in the Grand Pacific Hotel and dined
‘together, and afterwards took into con-
sideration the advisability of establish-

which to be to talk over evangelical
work, and come into a fuller unier-

The heartiest good-will was manifest on

sided, Speeches were made by Dr.

Seminary.

Q@

énd yet be saved in spite of it all, they

nérwise they vig@uaonqtro@of the Salvat
be for eternity, fotft’hb;ﬁﬂ‘otgﬁt!ggimg
ranked with the | differenges, hoist up red flags
§ invecti¥es against each other. -
therefore, éverything that tend
mote united effort and good feeling !

wrong to do s0''? As there is abso- | The reports from the churches here, a

in Nova Scotia, are most encoura ing,

At the Ministers’ Meeting the first of
February, 166 additions to the churches

were reported, and at the beginning of
March doubtless there will be a larger

numberreported. Throughout the State

and neighboring States thepe bad been,
in many instances, large ingatherings. .
May the good work in your midst go on,
as elsewhere, and to His name be all the
glory !

mental channels. The blessing of God p

'ing an Evangelical Union to meet three
or four times a year, the purpose of

standing and sympathy with each other,

every hand, and steps were taken to se-
outre such a Union. Dr, Lorimer pre-

Simeon Gilbert, (Cong ), Bishop Merrill,
(Meth ), Dr Herrick Johnson, (Pres.),
Dr, P, 8. Henson, (Bapt.), Rev. Robert
West, editor of the Advance, Dr. W, X,
Ninde, of the Barrett Biblical Institute,
and Dr. Northrup, of the Morgan Park

worse which is sweeping before it into
destruction the youth of this great city

'l‘ruiy yours,
BrueNosg,
Chicago, Feb. 21, 1883,

For the Christ.lun Messenger.

Foreign ;Missions.

FROM BURMA.

Mer-1aH, Tavoy, Dec, 28th, 1882,
Dear Bro. Selden,—

~ Yesterday was the sixth anniversary
of our.arrival in Burma, but my position
was quite unfavorable for writing, and so
must «lo 80 to-day in order to keep up
my custom. The whole day and parts of
the nights at both ends were spent on
the back of a large elephant, travelling
the rough path from Tavoy to this Karen
village. If any one should suppose it to
be pleasant to be mounted some ten feet

cieatures, and be. borne along, now
climbing & mountain side, the elephant
stepping up three feet or more: perpen-
dicularly at times, then descending in
the same manner, again along the bed of
a mountain torrent, carefully feeling each
rock with his trunk to ascertain if it is

| sufficiently firm to bear his great weight

before plaeing his foot upon it, again
winding along the edge of a precipice
where no other beast of burdeu yet dis-
covered would vepnture, but where his
great pad-like foot is quite safe, I should
say that a very brief experience would
make a decided change in his opinion.
l'ue rider is swayed from side toside at
each step of the elephant, and then
jerked in the opposite direction for the
suke of variety, till he can think of little
else than dislocated backbones and frac-
wured spines, The howdah or box used
by the Karens is simply a large oblong
bamboo basket, about four Teet long by
less than two wide, Into this you pack
your baggage and then yourself. To get

1 be expected, but you must settle
down and try to enjoy it. When the
Karen driver sitting fastride his ele-
phant’s bead turns round and asks, * I8
the Teacher happy?” You must say
“happy.” Illeft homea little after three
in the morning, and kept moving till
noon. That brought us to the usual
stopping place on this route, and we
halted for breakfast., It is the place
where Boardman met the Karen con-
verts he was too ill to baptize,which rite
was performed by Mason, then newly
arrived in the country. That occurred

mighty work has God wrought since
then! A few timid, ignorant diseiples
then, a great host now, many thousands
‘of church members,hundreds of churehes
of lewrning of no mean grade. We can
te even wore fruitful in results. Does
Juogle, There are no hotels or even
uouses, We carry our food and all ne
cessury cooking utensils with us, and, of
course, have a servant to do the work.

the shade of a clump of bamboos, or &

wade ; #Breakfast done ready, sir.” In
elephants are tied to trees and allowe

fe-d him, except as the poor beast twists

fast 1 came on, and did not- stop agsin

formed the jourpey in one day. 1 was

could do little more than crawl to ove

is very cold in the jungle at this seasod:

_demands that there be no pause in ‘tho particwlarly in the jungle,

from the ground on one of these great

into a very comfortable position is not .

neariy fifty-two years ago., What &

and pastors, with schools and institutions
but pray that the next half eentury may

some one ask how breakfast is got in the

We dismount, walk about or lie down in-
great tree, till the announcement is

the meantime the Karen assistants and |
drivers prepare and eat theirs, The poor

to ook on. A Karen will drive his 91.
phunt a whole day and night and never

bis trunk round a bunch of grass or |
branch of a tree growingmear his path.
Tuis the elephant does at the risk of &
severe blow on his head, or of being
pierced by the little pickaxe a driver |
u-ually earries. Assoon as I had break: |

tili I reached tuis little chapel at eleven
o'clock at night. I have travelled the_
same road several times, but never per:

very much fatigued, and quite cold, and

corner of the chapel, assist my Kareo !
boys to make my bed, and lie down. If

There is no frost, but the air is damp

Are not such gatherings indicative of | and chilly. - I was by no means too war®
good? The tidal wave of infidelity and | under two blankets, four comforters, |
besides sheet and woolen night-clothes
We can cool off in Burmah at times, and
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