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Heredity in Religion.

sentence, we, Baptists, are leit out in
the cold entirely.

According to the Church of England,
the effects of baptism are those just
described, but the priest is the channel
through which the regenerating grace
flows ; while the Presbyterian Chaurch,
according  to her latest exponent, de-
clares those views false, and bolls
the real channel is to be the * faith of
the parent.” By virtue of lineal des
cent, divine grace is received, and a
claim to the unfading inheritance set up.

I am unable to perceive any essential
difference between these theories, In
each and all there eomes between the
soul of the unncon-cious infant and its
Creator a “chanpel,” as an earthly medi-
ator, through which, or through whom
supernatural grace flows, and in conse-
quence the relation of the one to the
other is changed. This ie a tremendous

In a lecture lately delivered by a
prominent minister of this city, on
the doctrines of Presbyterianism, the
statement was made that infunt dis.
cipleship, or infant membership in
the Church of Christ, finds its sole
support in the contiouity and essential
identity of the Jewish and - Christian
Churehes. On this slender thread hang
the validity of intant baptism and the
constitution of the Presbyierian Church.

The Baptist position is impreguable,
we were told, if the Christian Church

New Testament be taken by itself.
Infant Baptism then finds its sole sane-
tion in the covenant of eircumecision, of
whose distinguishing rite it is simply

“It. wul be noticed that by the last

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wéd@gsday, January 23, 1,884.

and to your-children, and to all that are

afar off, even as many as the Lord our
God shall call unto bim.” Al

the effusion of the Holy Spirit descrihed
in the preceding verses from the 17 h
to the 21st inclusive, and from that day
to this it has been ahundantly verified
The believing parents of every sacceed-
ing genera ion have seen with joy and
gratitude the conversion of those
of their children on whom the Holy
Spirit has fallen, who have been God’s
elect ; but how often too have their
hearts been torn with agony when their
children have proved wayward, when
the son of high hopes and many prayers
has lived perhaps a drunkard’s life, and
filled a drunkard’s grave, In that
seve ‘@ trial of their faith they can only
eay : “Even 5o, Fatner, for 8o it seemeth
good in thy sight.”

It is not surprising to find Presby-
terians, when they quote this passage

£x Home: Missions. Milville,—Rev. R. § Morton. 90c.
’l'be regular meeting of the Home

Mission Board was held on the 14th inst. :
The “promise’’ referred to.igof covrma o &t o reneldonihe 1h Ins
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Agency rollection—Digby, $14.74.
Canar 1,— Leonard Eton, $3.

Margaretville,~Mrs. A. Marshall, $1 ;
H C Gates, 1.

Pardiv —Lalia 8. Morse, §1; Mrs.
W. W. Saunders, 1.

Hilishoro, N B —Rev J.C Blakeney,
$5; Rev. C B W lto, 1; Mrs. M. E
Calpitt, 1; W H Doff 5; Mra. M. G.
Currie, 1; John L wis, 1; Mrs. E.
Gallighar, 1;J D Sieeves, 1; Nehe-
miah Steeves, 1 ; A, H. McLatchey, 1 ;
Joun C Landers, I,

Colportage Fund account,

Halifix. — Grinville St-eet Church
co lection, Sund .y 12th Ja uary, $15 64,
G sp-reaux Curch—§3 50 ; Austin
Locke, 10; CILff «d Locke, 4; Enos
Curchill, 5; A. H, Fisk, 1; Mrs. A, H.
Fisk, 1.

The Treasurer.

" Reported that not oxg ceNT hfd been
received during the pa-t month, that—
Trensury was overdrawa t) the amount
of $22.05, and that there were ordets in
hand in  favour of m'ssionaries to the
amount of $786.13,

-  Reports

were raceived from Brethren Henderson
Edwards, Haverstock, Vidito, Wallace,
Marnie and Corey. '

- Grants.

l. To the Sielburne Church N, 8,
$50 00 to assist them in supporting their
Pastor one third of the time for one
yerr, the  remaining two thirds to be
gi¥en to the other two Churches of the | to 1hik the Rev. J. F. Avery, who has
eroup. Rev L M We-ks, pastor. . | g0 kindly donaied to the Bptist Book
. 2 To the Knowlesvills and G assville | and Tract Society, a space for 1884 in
fiell Car C» N B. $100 for one year.| the ¢ /lumss of Buis & Biossoms, we
Rev H J. Shaw, pastor, ' wish both enterprizes su ‘vess during '84,

Tare Committee of Mansgement beg

iiéi‘éﬁ}tam tliew @hutcheﬂ

formed that
loeality is progres-ing gloriously, seven
persons were baptized on Sabbath 13th
and the hand of fellowsbip given to
twenty-one. Oth rs ure pres<ing into the
kingdom, '
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Kempr Queen’s Co.—~We are in-
the good work in this

Tryon, P. E. I.—It may be inter«

esting to some of your readers to hear
from the little ehurch worshipping in
this place.
the Lord is with us,
services are well attended, the week
evening prayer-meetings are sustained - -
and are devply interesting, though not
so well attended as they should be,
some seem to have forgotten the way
to the house of God.

We have evidence that

The Sabbath

Some precious svasons have been

" after thea,

the continuation in another form; and
as children were members of the Jewish

. Ohurch, they, it infvitably follows, must

be also of the Charch ot Christ,

No attempt was made to prove the
position, or to trace any analogy be-
tween the churches and their ordiLances,
but tbeir organic unity was tacily
assumed as a well-lounded doctrine of
Presbyterianism.

Let us bold the subject up tothe light
and see what the assumption is worth,

Thbe terms of the covenant of cir-
camcision are these: “ And [ will
establi<h my covenant between me‘and
thee and thy seed after thee in their

ratious for an everlasting covenant,
to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed
And I will give unto thee,
and to thy sced after thee, the land
wherein thou art a stranger, all the
land of Canaan for an everlasting pos-
gession; and I will be their God,

And God said vnto Abrabham, Thou
shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou,
and thy sced after thee in their genera-
tions, Thisis my covenaot which ye
shall keep between me and you aund
thy seed ulter thee; Every man child
among you shall be circumcised.”

Certainly the conditions of this cove-
nant are plainly enough specified. It
bore no reference to the future life at
all, and its advantages were strictly
limited to the descendants of Abraham.
They were gained in no other way
than by oataral birth, and the obser-
vance of the rite of circamcision on the
part of the parens,
way does this correspond to the “pew

and better covenant’’? and where is

the similarity between the Jewish na-

tion and the Church of Christ ? .
The Cbristian vovenant, it is true,
promises an inheritance as well as the

Jewish, but it is one that is * incor-
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth

not away, reserved in heaven for you,
who by the power of God are guarded
through faith unto a salvation reidy to

be revealed in the last time.”
How is this inheritance gained ?
Here comes in the great and essential

difference between Baptisis and others

bearing the Christian name :
Th2 Roman Catholic Church, accord-

ing to the recent utterances of a high
authority, teaches,

* That the sacraments are the most

poweriul means of grace; that they
are so many chaonels instituted by our
Saviour, which, und¢r outward and
visible sigos, donter the invisible grace
of God. Thus, baptism, in which «ll
Christians believe, is a sacrament. The
pouring of water and the pronouncing
-of the words of the form of baptism,

are outward and sisible actions, baut,

through the will of Christ, whose ordi
nance they are, grace is applied. The
stain of original sin (for we are all
born * children of wrath ”) is blotted
out; the soul is regenerated and be-
comes a child of God, snd an heir to
His kingdom. No ooe pretends that

water and the words of the form of

baptism could, of themselves, produce
snch an ¢flect but they produce it be-
cause Christ willed that these visible
actions should be the m-ans of convey-
ing the grace of regeneration €6 souls,
Why He did this it is vot our purpose
to enquire ; that He did it all Chris-
lians agrie.” A

Now in what

change, clearly involving in its accomp-
lishment, the use of miraculous powers,
unless the theories themselves are noth-
ing but devil’s-dust, invented to blind
the eyes of Christians,

The Baptist view has been well de-
fived by perhaps the ablest writers on
the sutject thus: * For by grace have
ye been saved through faith ; snd that
not of yourselves : it is the gitt of God,
not of works, that no man sheuld glory."”
The same writer in another place says :
“ For ye are all sons of Goud, through
faith, in Christ Jesus ;" and our Lord
himself has de:lared with the utmost
'emphasis. “ Ye must be born anew ;"
and again, “ whosoever doth not bear
his own cross, and come after me, cap-
not be my disciple.,” Are infants “born
apew ?”  Can babies “deny :hemselves,
take up their cross and follow him ?”

Clearly the difference between the
principle last stat-d and those preceding
is radical. If faith is the sole channel
of regenerating grace, all others must
be false, else the word should read:
*“ For it is the power of God unto sal-
vation to every coe that believeth,
together with his family.” ‘¢ That who-
soever believeth m him should not
perish, but with his family, have eter-
pal lile;” and : “ He that believeth in
the Son bath eternal life, together with
his family.

Four passages from the New Testa-
ment were quoted in support of the
position 1 have defined as ** Heredi-
ty in Religion.” The first included the
words of the Saviour: * Suffer the
littlé children to come unto me ; forbid
them pot ; for of such is the kingdom
of God.” The speaker declared his
inability to understand how any Chbris-
tian could fail to see in these words a
warrant for bringing, if not an injune-
tion to bring his, children to Christ
and into the fold of the church, by
baptism,

To this it need only be said, that in
this incident, as in s0 many others in
the life of our Lord, his commands are
to be obeyed, his example followed, and
the conduct which be approved imitated
as closely as possible. He commended
those who brought their litile children
to him, listened to their prayers, took
the little children in his arms and blessed
them. We are to imitate them and
carry our little children to Him in the
arms of faith, the only way of approach
He bas given us. He neglected to bap-

tized, then or subsequently, and in this
respect we cannot do better than follow
his example. In truth, with this record
before us, we cannot refrain from ask-
ing those who perform this ceremony
apon their infants, ‘* Who hsth re-

in support of the “birthright ’ theory
of grace, invarinbly omitting the limit-
ing clause, * Even as many asthe [ord
our God shall call unto him.” They
who pretend that Peter meant to teach
that theory on this occasivn, must prove
the election of every member of the
lamily of every believer., A singl-

since the efficacy of parental faith must
n-cessarily extend to every member ol
the family, and I would suggest, the
family ot Isaac as an illustrative jmse,
Certuinly no qaestion of legitimacy can
arise between Isaac and Jacob.

PeTER.

For the Christian Messenger.

P. E. Island Baptist Sabbath’
Schocl Convyention.

The seventh annual se-sion of the
above Convention was held at North
River, Dec. 26th and 27th, 1883, The
following officers were sppointed for
the ensuing year:

President Ja-ob Bain, Nrth River..

Vice-President— Alexander Scott,East
Point.

Secretary - J B. Leard, Tryon..

Treasurer - Francis Buain, North River.

2nd Session—Fifteen schools re ported,
viz, t—

Albany, Al-x+ndra, Be'mont, Belfast,
Charlottetown, Clyde R ver, C.vendish,
E«st Point Kngs'on Montague, North
River, SBummersiie. Tryon, Uigg and
We-tmorel ind, eleven of which were
represented by delegates.

The reports fiom several of the
Schools were very encouraving, many
of those attending ha.ing during the
pwt year accepted Christ as their
S8swviur, and become members of His
church, showing that fuit ful eff rt put
forth in the traming of the young will
bring its reward,

Aft r reading of leiters, interesting
addresses, on Sahbath S-hool work,
were deliveed by a number of the
drlegaies pr sent. An apyr priste ser
mon wus delivered in the evening by
Rv E. W itmn, fiom the words found
in the 10th verse of the 2nd chapter of
Luke.

3rd Session—The subject for discus-
sion, viz. :—

Value of the Sab%ath School to the
church and ¢ ‘mmunity having been as-
signed, Rev. E Wh'tmun, was, in his ab-
sence liid over, and a very interesting
and animat~d discussion on “the relation
and responsibility of the churech to the
Sibbath Schy»l,” was prticipa‘ed in
by toe opener, Rev. R. B. Kiuley, and
a cumber of others.

4th Session—Some important resolu
tions were rubwit ed relsting to Sab

instance of failure destroys the theory, |

e ———

porti g a pastor.

on small salaries, and it is a
should ree-ive promptly the

small grief 10 us that we are n

state of thir gs on some of th

fieldss

Bro. Marvie of Prestou, M
pressivg on his work in his

holdir.g ti ree services ii one

R-v.I Wa liceis being grea

one on Sunday the
church is greatly encourage i
to se'tle n pas or at once.

eastern pirtof N 8

as-istance o Ma itoba.

want to do more this.

tions for the Norih West.

Hebron, Jan. 16th, 1884,

Baptist Book

s e

Illsl y,5; Wm H. Cuute, 5.

Digby,— A. Andrews, §1.
S ewiacke,—~ Emily Cox, §1
E st Pabnico, ~-Cherles La

bath School work—and after being

tize them, or«o direot them to be bap-1freely discussed, adopted by the Con- | Mrs J seph Davius n, 25

Bible-class wis conducted by Rev. J. B.
Woo iland, in a very interestiog and
instructive m nner.

On Tuur-d.y evening after listening
to an excellent sermon by Rev. R. B.
Kioley, some routive business was

' Palsifer, |1; Gevge A.

Avon

Fdmouh,—~C E Young,
. William Haiuson, 1; Jo 1 %
' Char es Bacon, 1 ;

3. To the Emerson Caurch, Manitoba,
$100 if necessry, 1o assist them in sup-

4. To the Preston field, Manitoba $50
addiional to cover the two months not

abve that we are io pressing ne-d of
Funds. Tie Br. thren to whom he $786
#bov- name | are due, sre a!l wo king

gréat impoitance to them th.t they
du- them frowm the Board, aud it is no

pey them. Pastors and brethren will
you not hasten forwsrd your half-yearly
¢ "ntribution to Cenvention Fund.

2. The reports show an encouraging

Bro. Haverstock of Margaree C. B,
reports f ur b.p ized and a very favour
»b'eoutlork Bro Henderson of [':hiq e
Vietoria Co* N, B a so reports four bup-
tized aud the sigus of further progress,

field frequently riding 40 m:les and
Our General Missionary.

n his work at Kemp:, Qu-ens Co,
E'ght were received into the church
th-reron Sunday ti.e 6th and twenty-
13th ivst

Bro. W llace
y0es to Port Me iway this week »nd will

them visit the destitnie fiel is in the | in forgi.ing sins said, * [t is a matter

3 From 'he sbove it will be
wa sre 811l a'tem ting to give a little

provided for in former grant. Rev. J. “Temperance Hotel, Truro.
A. Marpie, pastor. R
FRL Mr. Yule, ove of the Christian work-
> ' the Bapti
1. I need not say af.er what appesrs G o e yands, his opsned &

matter of
amounts

st able to

& mis-ion

anitoba is
extensive

day.

tiy blessed

The
and hope

¢njoyed, the subjects have been fitly
chosen, and a good influcnce seems to
pervade the meetings. Our beloved
pastor has been called to pass through
the waters, in the aflliction of his
estimable partner, who has suffered,
from paralysis. The Lord has gracious-
ly answered prayer and blessed the
means used, and hopes are entertained
of ber recovery. The weekly visits
of the CarisTiAN MESsENGER are
appreciated, and we often fecl sorry for
those persons who have to deny them-
selves this luxary, in order that they*
may indulge in what seems to them a

Gre. A McDoxaLp, Sec'y.
Halifax, Jan. 1Tth, 1854,

For the Christian Messenger.

T-mperance Hotel, and strictly so. A
te'oteler, (stranger) doub ing the fact,
ca ling the propri tir aside, sail, “I
suppo-e you keep a bar, “no” was the
prompt reply *“ Well [ mean something
o drink quietly” * No, not a glass of
liquor shall be drank wi hin the walls of
this house if I know it, but we will treat

you as well otherwise as pos-ible.” The | necessary of life, tobacco. L.
stranger said “ I will remain.” Tewper-

ance travellers shoild r-member thig Jm i
fact and encour<gs Bro. Yule. . oy ;
Yours, &e., The Baptist Meeting House ia
Orex EYe. | Pubnico having undergone extensive
alterations and repairs was re-opened
on the 30th ult. Bro. J. D. Skinoer
of Arcadia was with us throughoat the
day, and his clear presentation of gospel
truth was highly appreciated
The house now has a tower and
steeple, new roof and windows, and pre-
sents a well pronortioned and hao 1<ome
appearance. Within it bas new ceiling,
platform and de-k, and vew furniture,
aod is very comfortable and c.mmo-
dious. The architect J. M Watt,
taith—reliance upon the merits of his g0t Bersiag’en desrrvns hencrnbil

. . ion, The whole cost of the work
Saviour. The preacher, after deploring | Wnon,

11 be i b £y .

the iguorance which blinded men inlo‘ pogssinbatirahact kbt o

!

A CLERGYMAN ON INFANT SPRINK-
LING,. — Rev. W, L. Rolleston, M. A,
vicar of Scraptoft, L+ icestershire, Eug-
land, who has for many years been
widely known for the simple evangelical'
lervour with which be makes known
the old fashioned Gospel, dwelt very
«irongly upon the hollow insufficiency
of ritvalim and the impotence of works
4s & means of salvation, and pressed
upon his hearcrs the necessity of the

List year we |
aided them to the amountof $250 We |

We shall |
be glad if friends having an inierest in :
this work will make s me special dona- | Fégeneration takes place, and that of a |

A. Conoon,
Cor. Sec'y,

and Tract Zoociety,
104 GranvirLre St., HAaLivax.

Collections to (lapital Account.
Berwi -k —Sidney O-borne, $1; L C.

Debert,— Robert Smith, §1.

rkin’ 8:).

Water.ille,—E. C. Banks, $5 , : |
Hautsport,— W. A. Porter, $10; D,W. | certain number they were punished, |

Furg-son, 1; Thus by Irish parents the speaking of |
¢; Ms J. A
vention. During this ses ion a model | ;’f:‘:gm' ll; ﬁ:,":mD:‘;;mz;' l"”’]iog- A
3 H be 21 . e n
Bor.en, l’; :&g-'ncy Fund, 1.30
rt, -Harvis H. Reid, $5; Mrs
Harreis H. Reid, 1; J shu. Rei, 2
$5; John |
Avsant, 2;
M’urgarntYoung.f)Oc; '

seen that | there are hundreds of minis

s

| Quite a sum for so small a church.
Bat the people are united and have &
“ mind to work.” May the Lord give
them similar z-al in building the * walls
of Zion.”

believing the a-sumptions of Romanism

| also of the greatest pain to me that
ters in my
. own Church who are so false to their

responsibilities as to teach that by the . "
: . : | the former house,
' mere sprinkltng of a few drops of water |

|
: . r+ fraternally,
| on the head of an unconscious in‘ant | Yours fraternally

W H. Ricaaw,

| necessity that life will be & sanctified | ISl e 2
| and renewed existence. Oh, what gross ;

“Then the glory of their
latter house shall exceed the glory of

To those who are anxious for a full
darkness has fallen over the miods of | church, Mr. Spurgeon gives a word of
men. that such doctrines should be | advice that is worth considering He
believed in ! | says “that is quite enough for a pastor

| to fill the pulpit well, and that the filling
: ki | of the pews depends upon the z-al. the
; Tae Irisa LaANGUAGE.—At a re.iearnestnou and the di!iggnce of the
} cent meeiing the Mayoro! Duablio, said n:):mt::s."or [i-;uth:x:ac(::(!)!unrl:';:; ,,:.f:
| that his grand-parents had been Irish. i P SNF .

| empty pews in your place of worship, 1
| speaking ; that his father and mother | would advise you to praise up your min-

' bad when children worn a wooden tally | oo,
round their neck+, in which was put a |
| ick tor every Irish word they lapsed

into. When these nicks smounted to a ;

A correspondent of the New York
Evangelist tells the following story:

“ Dr. Mutchmore, editor of the Pres-
byterian, tells of n good eolored wan who
was engag-d in blasting a rock that ob-
structed the piogress of some well-dig.
gers . erynear his residencrinKentucky,
After a tierce explosion that shook the
house, the doctor went out 10 remon-

| Irish was wade penal. Another speak- ,
- er stated that the people of the West of |

l‘relund were anx.wuuo forget their na- | stratn againet enob aarth-shaking shurges,
 tive tongue. Children pretended not | and said to the colored men : * Wuature
| to be able to speak it, and wer ten | YOu ahout? At this rate, you will blow
g P : ‘ ik ¢re beaten | us all into the air.) * Well, boss,’ said

by their parents if they did. be, ¢ I rammed down 0 that powier &

!

l

quired this at your hauds”? In
departing from his exawple, bave ! closed, and Convsntion adjourned, to
you nos,emodei your mandate? and | meet at B -lmont oo the last Tu-sday in
do you not * mske void the word December, 1584, Tne above summary
of God because of your ,tr.'dilion." is forwarded by request to the Cukisrian
The second passage quoted was the l(uungn and Christian Visitor, for
well known sentence occurring at lbo p—. J. B Luaso, -

close of Peter's sermon on he day of of Convention.

Sec'y.
| Pentecost : * Forto you is the M} Tryon, Jan. 3rd, {au, .

%

aitended to, after which the session

R

o
“

Mrs L yton, 20c ; Ms-es Kenoedy, | ;
| Agrney collection, 1.09.

‘ Maigaret's B y.—James Hubley 5.

| "Pigbro 'k, William Crocker, $56; Jas.
Waitman, 1; H. Bauks, $1.

Bear River —Richard Clark, $5; Rev.
W. E. Hal,, 5.

|  Ouslow,—D. Blair, §5.
Lictle . River,—Mrs. C. A. Webber,

A Christian is always on the perch, or |
' on the wing; he is always reposing in |
God, or in flight after Him ; and the lat-
ter is as good an evidence of religion as |
the former; for delight is not doly a |

part of complaceney and affection, but |
alsofear, complaint, desire —fe wrof lo«ing |

the object; eomplaint of bur enjoyin :
' $2 50, A #0 little of it ; desire 10 atiaia and r.ﬁ *

L

piece of the Presbyterian. | wauted to
show the folks around yer what Calvin-
ism could do."’

The best thing to give to your enemy -
is forgiveness ; to ao opporent, toler-
ance ; to a friend, your heart; 1o your
child, a good ex«mple ; to a father, de-
fercnce ; to your movher, conduct that
will make ber proud of you ; 10 yours If,
respect ; to all men, charity. — Mrs,
Balfowr.

&




