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FEBRUARY 6, 1884,

THHR CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

-

As others see us.

e

Our brethren in the Upper Provinces
are interested in our own operations’ in
the Maritime Provinces. The edi(.nr. of
the Canadian Baptist has been giving
his readers a description of our Con.ven.
tion Schewe, so called. It may inte:
rest many of our readers to see what
is said by our contemporary. There may
be some members of our own churches
who are not as familiar as they should be
with the plan. We hate been request-

- ed to copy the article, and most readily
. comply.
| pHE MARITIME CONVENTION SCHEME.

‘ In a former issue we referred to the

‘ oomposition'ot'Mariﬁme Baptist Con-
. yention and to the different denomina-

tional enterprises which come under its
cognizance and control : we ghall now

| briefly sketch the plan which has be¢n
| adopted by the Convention for raising

benevolent moneys.

This plan is commonly called the
« Convention Scheme.” It originated
in the recommendation of a cgpmittee

- appointed by the Convention four years

ago to consider the whole question of
finance in its relation to tte body and
to suggest a better method of replenish-

ing the denominational treasuries. Pre-

vious to this, with' a few honorable
exceptions, the churches acted without
system in this matter. They gave

unmethodically, spasmodically, or not-

at all. A few dollars, amounting per-

~ haps to less than ten cents a member

collected a few days before the meeting
of the several Associations, was abcut
all that many of them aimed at doing,
Some sgain chose to restrict their be-
nevolence almost eutirely to one chan-
nel, contributing possibly to Home
Missions to the exclusion of Foreign
or to Home and Foreign Missions to
the exclusion of Education. It came
thus to be felt that a plan of raising
money was needed which would em-
brace all the objects ot the Convention
aod secure to each its relative shaie of
financial aid. Such plan was found in
the “ Convention Scheme.”

In this scheme it is recommended : —

1. That every church endeavor to
raise an equivalent of at least one dol-

Y lar per member for its entire member-

ship. This for the three provinces
would amount to $38 400 —a sum sul-
ficient to make all the enterprises of the
denomination nearly doubly strong and
efficient. The scheme does not of
course forbid any church to go it possi-
ble beyond the equivalent of a dollar
per member, a8 it does not exclude any
that honestly fails to reach this figare.

2. That every church allow its
moneys to be apportioned amoog the
different objects of the Convention by
the application of Couvention scale:
that is, that forty cents of every dollar
go to Home Missions, twenty-five to
Foreign Missions, twenty-five to Acadia
College, five to Ministerial Education,
and five to an Expense and Emergency
Fund. Churches or individuals wish-
ing te designate their moneys can do so,
as the wishes of the donors will be
carried out, still they are strongly ad
vised to abide by the. rule which bas
been framed by the Convention. This
rule may be modified) whenever the
pecessity shall “afise. At the next
meeting of the Convention the question
will doubtless have to be considered
whether twenty-five per cent. of the
benevolent funds of tle denomination

hould henceforth go to Acadia College
now that the department of theology
has been removed, or whether a portion
of this twenty-five per c2nt, should not
henceforth go to the support of Maritime
students at McMaster Hall.

Different plaus of carrying out the
scheme are in operation smoug the
churches that bave adopted it. In some,
weekly collections by meaos of or with-
out envelopes are taken; in others
monthly or quarterly. But whatever
method is employed for raising mouey,
the churches are expected to send for-
ward their contributions us often as once
a quarter. A

The general supervision of the scheme
is entrusted to a finance committee of
three, one for each province, appointed
by the Convention, and reporting annu-
al'y to it. The churches of any one
province have simply to send their
cootributions to the member of the
finance committee representing that
province; he then applies the scale of
appropriation and forwards to the dif-

ferent treasuries the sums going res-

pectively to them. The only moneys
that are excepted from this arrange-
ment are those raised by the Women’s
Mission Aid Bocieties, though in the
final report each church is credited with
the portion of these moneys coniributed
by it.

Such then in brief is the “ Conven-
tion Scheme ” which. our brethren of
the Maritime Provinces have adopted
for the raising of benévolent funds,

Several things may be said in its
favor : —

1. 1n the first place itis a * Scheme.’
The differencein results between a sys-
iematic and unsystematic way of doing
things is very great. The church that
has resolved to abandon the latter ani
espouse the former bhas already begun
to advance.

2. It is a scheme that combines in

itself the chief excellencies of the plan

of giving that is sanctioned in the New
Testament (1 Cor. 16:2); for it asks
every professing Christian to give, to
give regularly or at stated times, and as
God has prospered him. It accepts a
few cents from the poor who are not

able to give their dollar, and it expects
the rich to make up the deficiency by
giving more than the dollar. And
while it urges the churches to reach if
possible the average dollar per member,
it encourages them, if they have the abil-
ity, to go much beyond,

3. It brings before each church the
denominational work as a whole and
educates them to a due appreciation of
every part of it. To those preferring
to give only to Home Missions it shows
that Home and Foreign Mi-sions are
really one, and that while charity begins
at home, it does vot or should not stay
there. To those giving only to Missions
but ignoring Ministerial Education, it
shows that the success of the former is
vitally bound vp withthat of the latter-

4. 1tismarked by simplicity and unity.
It obwiates the necessity ot working two
or three systems of giving in the same
church, or of having a different set of
collectors for every object that is assist-
ed, in which case one set is liuble to
appropriate or trench upon the field of
another, Church machinery as well as
denominational may become so compli-
cated and cumbersome as largely to
neutralize the motive power by the
friction engendered.

In the matter of benevolence there
bas been great improvement in the
Maritime Provinces since the adoption
of the “ Convention Scheme ” four years
ago. \

In their last report the finance com-
mittee say :—** Your commiitee find
that the churches on Prince Edward
I[sland have all adopted the Conventiun
Scheme and are strongly attached to it.
M:ny of the churches are doing nobly
and setting a fine example to larger aud
richer churches elsewhere.

“ The scheme is regarded very favor-
ably by the churches in New Bruns-
wick. Their contributions to the regu-
lar fund show an improvement on last
year’s collections 1o the amount of about
$600.00.

“In Nova Scotia many of the churches
are taking a forward step in Christian
beneticence. The increase in their
contributions to the Convention Fund
runs lrom two-fold to ten-fold.

“ Your committee are persuaded that
if their eflorts are seconded beartily
by the pastors and leading lay members
ot the churches, in a lews years they
will be able to report that one dollar
per head has been raised for our entire
membership.

In each of the three provinees seve-
ral cburches cootributed nearly the

dollar per bhead of their membership,
tire following went beyood : —

P. E. ISLAND,
Members. I’ér head.

UMBE sisovvsvin'snsBokaiss 26 $1 20
Cavendish......... Boh ok s 42 246
NEW BRUNSWICK.
TR T TR R T 260 104
T e A A SRR 401 108
Hamplon..... cocasssccss 32 124
Germain St., St. John..... 863 145
St. George........ ..... a .106 229
Leinster St., St John..... 259 284
DU ¢ oo o5 did Fansn 819 288
NOVA SCOTIA.
s L SRR SRR TaLT 818 110
North Church, Halifax..... 239 111
o £ D IR TR 331 % 17
DastonoRtl . . . ccoos sssin . 99 124
RRNEL L, . Sibabve iern 899 132
TR A T U 109 134
Antigonish, ... «cco vovase 72 1 66.
LR R O ORIy T e 314 194
Granville St., Halifax...... 208 214
First Yarmouth,.......... 318 248
Lockport.....coconeavennes 111 246

. Is theré not room for s more syste-
matic and cousequently more efficient
way of raising Benevoient Funds in the
Provioces of Quebec and Ouotario ?

The grass of the field is better than the
cedars of Lebavon, [t feeds more, and
it rests the eye better—that thymy,
daisy-eyed carpet, making earth fuir and
sweet and homelike. Kindoess is the
turf of the spiritual worid, whereon
the sheep of Christ too%c::otu beneath
the Shepherd’s eye,— .

| did he prevent it? Where did the

‘was directed. Our last lesson left Paul

@he Cheistinn Messenger,

Bibls Lessons for 1884,
FIRST QUARTER.
Lesson VIIL.—FEBRUARY 17, 1884.

THE CONYERSION OF THE JAILER
Acts xvi. 256-40.

ComMmiTr 10 MEMORY: Vs. 29-34.

Gorpex Texr.—* Believe on the Lord
Jeésus Curist, and thou shalt be savéd,
and thy house.” —Acts xvi. 31.

DAILY HOME READINGS.

V1. The Lesson.—Acts xvi. 25-40.

¥. The Deliverance of the three He-
brews -~ Dan. ni. 23-30.

W. The Deliverance of Daniel.—Dan.

vi. 16-23.

T. The Deliverance of Peter —Acts.
xii. 1-12,

F. Re{c;ic{gg in - Adversity.—Hab. iii.

§. Rejoicing in Trisls. —1 Pet.iii. 12-19.
8. Conversion of the Three Thousand.
Acts ii 87-4],

Axavrysis.—I, Songs in the Night, Vs,
25, 26. 1l. The Startled Sinner, Va.
27-830. 11I. How to be Saved, Vs,
31-34. 1V. Christian Dignity, V.. 35-40.

Questions.——What proof did Lydia
give that her heart was opened by the
Lotd? What charge did they bring
against the missionaries? How were
Puul and Silas treated ?

Vs. 25, 26 —Where did we leave Paul
and Silas i the Jlast lesson? What
bad befallen them? What were they
doing at midnight? Who heard them ?
Any one besides the prisoners? What
about the chains on the prisoners?
Does God answer prayer now ?

Ve. 27-36. — Where was the jailer
during the songs of praise? What
alarmed him? Is the suicide saved?
1 John iii. 15. How did Paul know he
was about to commit suicide ? How

Jailer bring them? What great ques-
tion did he ask ? -

Vs. 31-34.—-What answer did Paul
and Silas give? What is it to believe ?
Was his bousehold saved by his faith ?
What further instruction did Pasul apd
Siles give? Towhom? Whnere did the
Juiler wash their stripes? What does
the word baptize mean? Who are to
be baptized? Waere the jailer’s house-

hoid believers ? Did they all rejoice in
Christ 7

Vs. 35-40.—What message did the
magistrates send to the prison? What
did Paul say to the message ? How did

this affect the magistrates? What
caused them to bumble themselves to"
the prisoners? Where did Paul and

Silas go upon leaving the prison? Who
were the brethren?

Lesson Provings.— Where, in this les-
son, do we find—1. That joy is not de-
pendent upon circumstances, but cowes
from rest in God? 2. Tohat Chorist is
able to save to the uttermost? 3. Tha
conversion makes one & new creature ?
4. That true obedience is prompt ?

Our lesson gives us the origin of the
Cburch at Philippi, between which and
Paul a peculiar affection existed, and to
which the most joyous of his Epistles

acd BSilas in the inner prison of that
city, a foul and loathsome dungeon,
with their bodies sore from beating, and
their feet fast in the stocks.

Norgs.—Vs. 23, 26.— Prayed and sang
praises. Better, praying, they were sing-
ing hymns. It seems natural that Paul
and dilas in their condition of confine-
ment, with bleeding backs and tortur-
ing position, should pray for deliver-
aonce, but they did more; they burst
out into songs of praise. Not the foul
dungeon, nor physical suffering, could
repress their joy in the Lord.  Prisoners
heard (were eagerly listening to) them.
Never before were such sounds in such
a place. And suddenly. For God was
listening also. A great earthquake.
God does answer prayer, and hooor
faith, and has power over physical
nature, notwithstanding the carping of
uubelievers. Though i1he region and
time were noted for convulsions of this
kind, this earthquake was no mere
happening. And while an ordinary
earthquake would shak e the foundations
of the prison, it would not break the
fetters of all the prisoners, bursting off
hand cuffs, and carefully releasing the
feet from the stocks.

Vs. 21, 28.,—~The keeper. The jailer
of verse 23. Would have killed himself.
Knowing that bis life was forfeited if
the prisoners had escaped (xii. 19), and
supposiong that they had fled. He would
have covered disgrace by suicide—an
act approved among the Romans. Paul
cried with a loud voice. Either the
jailer’s purpose was supernaturally com-
municated to Paul, or be became aware
of it through some frantic ery ; for Paul
could not see him in the darkness,
The loud voice betokens the apostle’s
earnestness. Do thyself no harm. The
Romans glorified suicide, the Word of
God teaches thut no murderer has
eteroal life in bim. We are all here.
Paul may have -been placed where he
could know whether any passed out.

Ve 29, 30.—Light. Lights (piural).

Most likely, torches ; with one of which

in his hand he sprang in to the dark-
ness of that inner prison. Came tremb-
ling, a broken Learted penitent God
had spoken to him in the earthquake,
and in the loving spirit of his servants
and conscience, that makes “ cowards
of us all,” was awakened. Hence his
trembling  Fell down. The posture of
reverence. He associated Paul and
Silas with the miracle. Brought them
out, i. ¢, of the inoer prison, into
another room, but not as yet into his
own house (vs. 34). What must I do to
be saved? Not from the earthquuke,
nor from punishment by the Roman
law, for the prisoners were safe; but
from sin. To this point Paul’s answer
is directed.

Vs. 31.— Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ. The only, yet all-sufficient
answer. The Greek presents a contrast
which is lost in the transiation. He
bad called them by the usual title of
respect, 8irs, or lords; they answer that
there is one Sir or Lord, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who saves siuners. Thou shall
be saved. Notice the positive assurance,
And thy house Not on his faith, but
in the same manner.

Va. 32-34.—Spake wunto him ., and
to all in his house. Like Cornelius
(x. 24), the jailer gathered his family
for religious instruction, which Paul
and Silas readily gave. Noticg that
they taught all, and that the same all
were baptizad (vs 33), and are said to
have believed (vs. 34), and also to have
rejoiced (vs. 34). To speak of infant
baptism here, is absurd. The Holy
Spirit seems to take greal care to ex
clude any such idea. ZTook them . ..
and washed their siripes. He took them
from the outer roowm to the fountain or
tank, or perbaps to a swimming vath
which was often connected with prisous.
Grace had made his heart tender, and
he gently washed their bruised backs.
In the same tank or reservoir, which
was ample for immersion, he and his
family were baptizad. Another striking
instance of baptism following immedi-
ately upon faith. Now Le receives them
as honored guests info his house, which
may have been over the prison; and,
like Lydia, gives the best of his hospit.
ality ; and the night which began with
sorrow ends with rejoicing.

Vs. 35, 36.~ When it was day. What
an eventful period had been thst be
tween midoight and morning. Serjcants.
The rod bearers who had probably beaten
Paul and Silas. Let those men go. We
are not told what led to this sudden
change of action. The jailer was de-
lighted, and brought the news to Paul,
adding the Christian salutation, go in
peace; expecting his ready acquiescence.

Vs. 37.—* Almost every word of Paul’s
reply,” says Hackett, “ contains a dis-
tinct allegation ” against the magis-
trates. They have bealen us; beaten us
openly ; beaten us uncondemned, fi. e.,
without a trial ; have beaten Romans;
and have cast us into prison. To treat
Roman citizens thus was @ crime against
their law, and would subject the magis-
trates to prosecution on the charge of
treason, and even to the death penalty.
Let them come themselves and felch us
out. The tables were turned ; the ac-
cused became the accusers. Though
Paul felt keenly the indiguity to which
he had been subjected (1 Thess. ii. 2),
he cared more for the safety of the
infant Church at Pbhilippi; and these
magistrates needed a lesson which wouid
make them hesitate about yielding again
to mob spirit.

Vs. 38-40.—They feared. As well
they might, bad Paul and Silus been
vindictive. Besought them. They came
with honeyed and obsequious words,
and doubtless, with profuse apologies.
Brought them out. Not thrusting them
out privately, but escorting them in
open day, in view of the people. 7%
depart out of the cily. Perhaps fearing
a popular excitement. Brethren. Lydia's
family, the jailer's family, and perhaps
others already won to the gospel; the
nucleus of the Church of Philippi.
Comforted Exhorted and ensouraged
to be faithful. Departed. As the third
person they is used, it is possible that
Luke and Timothy may have remained,
while Paul and Silas went on their way.

SUGGESTED LESSONS.

QOur Lord verified his promise of Matt-
xviii. 20 to Paul and Silas. Though
only. two were gathered in his name, he
was in the midst,

Had Paul and Silas spent their time
in bewailiog their fate, there would have
been no earthquake, and no converted
jailer. It is rejoicing Christians that
shake the world.

If any man needed to be a long time
under the terrors of the law before
pardon, it was the jailer; but none
need be, for there is no merit in con-
viction of sin, and every moment away
frop Christ but adds to our guilt.

The oune rule of baptism only upon
profession of faith, is not departed from
here ; nor is it anywhere else in the
New Testament. '

P

SO . e 1%

Help for Parents, or for the
Teacher of the Primary Class.
Ask the question, ‘ What must I

do?” Talk about it. Add the remain-
ing words, and then ask who can answer
it. A few who have studied the Golden
Text will say, *bvelieve,” That, in it
self, is not the right answer; for by it
the child is taught that believing is
something by which it earns heaven—a
doctrine that works wonderful mischief
among many. With the help of God,
lead them to po the thing, without any
talk of their understanding it. Tell
the story of the man who asked that
question, what led to his asking it,
where he was, et¢c Did you ever try
real hard to be perfectly good? How

.did you succeed? Show here that no

one can possibly be good enough to get
to heaven by so doing. Could any one
liv- a day without ¢in 7~ Suppose they
could, what would be done about the
sins already commitied? What Pauj
s1id means just this: “God knows all
about how bad you are, and loves you
even with all your badness. He sent
his Son to save you; he sent us here
to tell you how Jesus died, rose again,
and is pow above, ready to hear and
help you. Itis true that you deserve
to die ; but Jesus has taken all the
punishment, and paid his own hfe for
you. If you believe this, you are for.
given. God will not see your sins; for
they are all taken away by Jesus, and
you <#r3 saved. Let all your family
beheve, and they will be saved too.”
Just think of Jesus—how good and
loviug he is, and of all he bas done for
you, and of what he is all the time
doing. The more you think of this, the
more you will feel that it is all true.

And you will love such a dear Saviour
more and more. The more you love
bim, the more you will hkafe sin, and
try to do only such things as please
him. And you will find that without
your knowing exactly how it came, you
are happy like the jailer, and glad to

show your love for Jesus in any way
you can.

—Abridged from the Baptist Teacher.
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Original and Selected.
Bible Enigma.

No. 263,

I am com of 26 letters.

My 1, 12,8, 15, 9, 23, the residence of
the prophet Balaam.

My 19, 21, 9, 14, 6, 25, 4, 15, 11, 22, an
officious member of the church at
Corinth.

My 26, 9. 14, a nephew of Abraham.

My 21, 22, 15, 21, a word in Hosea,
meaning * my husband.”

My 22, 5, 13, a wild beast.

My 17, 26, 3, 19, 7, a bird of the Old
Testament.

My 17, 20, 10, 25, 2, a son of Japheth.

My 24, 10, 18, 22, one of the lesser
prophets.

Liy whole is a command of God to the
Israelites 800 years before Christ.

OURIOUS QURBSTIONS.

No. 186.

What important ipjunction may be
formed of the following letters:

A r p y whottni gescain.

No. 187.
Find a hidden river in each of thece
sontences:

1. It cannot be that he was never
honest.

2. When he went in, I let bhim take
the pail.

3. The ancient name of France was
Gaul, not [beria.

4. What a very bad verse !
saw any quite so poor.

5. Do you remember that weed we
saw down by the brook ?

6. As the broken pieces would not
connect, I cut out others.

7. He said, *“Oh, I only wanted that
one.”

8. Charles told us that Major Daniels
was at the exhibition.

No. 188,

1. Prefix twice five to “ capable of
L doing,” and have “ that can be held or
maintained.”

2. Prefix the same to a small indus-
trious insect, and have “ one who holds
possession of any place.”

3. Prefix the same to a conjunction,
and have a part in music.

1 never

Find answers to the above—write them
down—and see how they agree with the
answers to be given next week.

Answer to Bible Enigma.
No. 262.

Acrostic.

(a) T abernacles.
(b) H adad-Rimmon.
(¢) E nhakkore. w0
(d) C enser.

(e) 1 taly.

(f) T alitha-cumi.
(¢) Y ara (linen).
(k) O strich.

(i) F raokincense.
(j) D edieation.

(k) A staroth.

({) V inegar.

(m) 1 ncense.

(n) D agon.

THE CITY OF DAVID.

DY a2 e L

ANSWERS TO OURIOUS QUESTIONS,
No. 184.

Baxg, bean, Cane, Ca-n, Dane, Dean,
fane, Jane, Jena, jean, lane, lean, Lena.
No. 185,

Beagle, eagle,
Brail, rail,
Binff, luff.
Bream, ream,
Brige, rigg.

Eorvespondence,

For the Christian Mesgenger,

A Generqus Gift.

The late Edwapd Y'iﬁ(yg.'of Ironbound
li‘hthouse was( baitised by the writer
in June, 15855, ¥ nd united with the North
West Church. Ow~ing to the position he
occupied on that island 1t was out of his
power to asso i te with the church in
its religious s« rvices, but he maintained
an interest in the church, which ap-
peared to strengtiien »s the years passed
away. When the meeting house was
built at Mahone Bay, he loaned toward
the debt :even hundred and forty-five
dollars, for which he took a note at five
per cent, intere<t. L.ter on when the
church was presse i for the payment of
a mortgage of twenty five hundred dol-
lars on the building, he came forward
and took up the mor:g«ge, and held it
alto at five per cent interest, making a
total of thirty-two hundred and forty-five
do llars, on which in'erest had been paid
until the list year ; the money was ready
to pay that when he died. Luast Augusg
he had bis will written, giving the church
the whole debt at his death, and twelve
hundred dollars in cash out of money
he had in a bank. But on account of
the wiinesses he wanted not living on
the island, where he resiled, the wil]
was not signed. About the last of De-
cember he took a violent cold, which
caused his sudden dea h on the 3rd of
Jaouary. Thusthe matter was left open
for dispute. But a sstisfac ory settle-
mwent has been made with the beirs of
the deceased, by which twenty-six hun
dred and sixty-two dollsrs of the church
debt has been cancel ed, leaving the
church virtu:lly frre from debt. Last
evening a resclution was pxssed by the
congregation scknowledging the hand
of God in influencing the heart of our
deceased brother to m-ke the generoug
gift, and also in influe.cing the heirs of
the deceased to seitle the matter har-
moniou-ly. Thus the church is relieved
from a heavy buiden, and is placed
under revewed oblizations to enlarge
her sphere of usefulness. Mesy others
be prompted to simil r benevolent acts
is the prayer of yours in the gnspel,
A. W. Barss,

For the Christian Messenger,
From France.

Paris Jan. 17, 1884,

France is eeriou-ly disturved. The
destitution of a quari¢r of a million of
people is ackvowledge!, and there
seems some chanc+ ot the passage of a
grant of thiee million of francs to re.
lease the tools of mecanics from the
pawn cffices, the wil test advance toward
socinlism yet made, and a useless one
too, because work and not tools is what is
wanted.

Young PrinceVictoris playing shre »d.
ly for the Bonspa~is' succession, by
writing a letter which. in professing his
fili-] obedience, ke really wiscloses his
readiness 10 sup rsede 1 is f.ther. He
has also proved hi~ orthod xy by a big
subscription to Pet r's-pence, and by
making an offer to visiv the Pope, which
the Holy See with characteristic sagaci-
ty, declined

Spanish «ffirs are sgain iu a state of
active fermentwand lik«ly soon to bring
forth either a revo ution or a strongly
marked evoluion in a ¢ servative
sense of Allonsist morarchy. Serrano
has had long and frequ-nt interviews
with M. Jule~ Fery, and is not so com
municative as is his wont with journal-
ists. He sppesrs to bear a load of
anxiety upon hisshoul iers The French
government has sent o1d rs to the Pre-
fects in the Southwestera departments
to be car-ful to disarm al Spanish
soldiers who wmsy take refuge upon
French terri ory,and to prevent enemies
of King Alfonzo from couverting any
poict there into a centre of hostile
action toward him.

There is hizh authority for saying that
the French Go:e pmen:’ i» disposed to
do’its utmos: to reverse th+ re -ent vote
in the Chamber agunst the importation
of American pork. The minig+rs who
have ¢«xamiuved into the subj-'ct are
satisfied tuat the bjeciions 0n the score
of disease are practic.liy groundless,
and that other mo ives gov rned the
action of Paul Bert and his supporters_
MM. Feiry aud Herison, believe it will
be practicab e t) reverse t.e vite with-
in a seasouable tiwe, and have given
assurances in the proper quarier of their
friendly inteuiions.

Aveust




