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UNION OF BAPTISTS IN 
CANADA. 

The public is already informed that 
within the limits of the Baptist Con- 
vention, a general desire has been ex- 
pressed for the Union of all the Bap- 
tists in the Dominion in such work as 
can best be done by united action. 
The Conventions of these and the 
Western Provioces have appointed 
committees to take the subject into 
careful consideration, and report to the 
bodies appointing them. What are 
these Committees doing? The Baptist 
public is deeply interested in the matter. 
It is ove of great moment, and will 
have much to do with the suecess of the 
body in the Dominion. 
The consecrated liberality of Senator 

McMaster sent a thrill through Bap- 
tist hearts from sea to sea. It was 
the touch of a master hand on the chords 
of kinship. The music evoked is that 
of faith, fellowship snd fidelity. The 
Baptists from Vancouver's Island to 
Nova Scotia were like those who 
dream pleasant dreams. D-awn by a 
hallowed desire to be one, they found 
themselves united in the Theological 
Hall at Toronto, erected by an intelli. 

been given for reflection. Now all 
feel that God was in this still small 
voice. The movements were rapid ; 
and some naturally hesitated. But it is 

ferred to has no pleasure in hearing 
and seeing his name in connexion with 
this Institution, founded in the interests 
of Christ's kingdom ; but an overfiow- 
ing gratitude to God for this mercy will 
Bot permit silence. Therefore in this 
matter of union the Committees may 
feel assured that they are not called 
Bipon to go through a difficult and tan- 
gled wilderness. The Lord has gone 
before them. All they have to do is to 
foliow the plain leadingsuf Providence, 

But a good Providence had also an- 
ticipated and prepared the way for this 
great enterprise, now in apccessiul 
operation. Paul was hindered trom go- 
ing to one place, and forbidden by the 
Holy Spirit from going to another. 
God had plans made, but not yet re- 
vealed. East and West the Baptists 
were forbidden to continue in subordin. 
ate co-operation with their brethren in 
the United States in Foreign Mission 
work. They were not disobedient to 
the heavenly vision manifested through 
their intelligent convictions, We of 
these Provinces were not permitted to 
settle according to our first instructions 
in the kingdom of Siam. The all-con- 
trolling band of God led our mission- 
aries to the land of the Telugus., There 
they were received by brethren from 
the West, who had preceded them, 
Thus joined together they have been 
sending for years past the thrilling ap- 
peals of their united hearts through 
the Churches of the Dominion. The 
way was thus prepared for Senator 
McMaster's great plan of Union in 
theological work. In mission work all 
hearts are united, as we judge, both at 
home and abroad. The demand is now 
for a channel through which this cur. 
rent of union may freely flow. Or. 
ganization is all that is needed. We 
trust the Committees will have wisdom 
given from above, by which a perfect 
arravgemeot may be by them recom- 
mended to their respective Conventions. 
While the heart of the body has been 
moved to jointly work for the salvation 
of the heathen, a loud call comes 10 all 
the Baptists of the Dominion from the 
brave pioneers of the North West and 
the Pacific Coast, This, added to the 
calls long heard and feebly responded 
to, emanating from the French popula- 
tion, are quite sufficient to convince us 
that there is a work for us to do united. 
ly in Home as well as in Foreign Mis. 
sions and theological education, Re. 
ligious literature of the Baptist stamp 
bas a claim upon the common resources 
of the denomination in Canada. 
The committees will take all this into 

account, and their deliberations and 
findings will be in accordance with these 
patent facts, It will also occur to 
these brethren that questions of general 
aod public ioterest may. arise in the 
future calling for the views of the Bap- 
tists of the country, There is'the pos- 
sibility of some organization which, in 

gent and large benevolence. Time has | 

all plain now. The good brother re- 

all past dues, advance payments and 
new subscriptions, should be sent to 
E. M. Saunders, Christian Messenger 
Office, Halifax, 
and moneys paid at the office, 

to forward the amounts due as soon as 
possible, 
will be sent by mail to all who forward 
money. If po receipt is received, a 

might voice the sentiments of the Bap- 
tists on questions of moral and religious 
importance. We may name for instance 
the <rrespressible temperance conflict 
which now demands in the thunderings 
of Sinaia solution in the Family, in the 
Church, and in the State. A great 
work is now on the hands of this Com- 
mittee. To them is committed the duty 
of outlining a course for a people des- 
tived to grow in numbers and influence 
io the Dominion of Canada. It is our 
earnest wish and prayer that these good 
true brethren may bave wisdom and 

discharge these grave responsibilities, 
so that unborn generations at home and 
in now heathen lands shall thank God 
for what they did. 

> - : 

THINGS TO REGRET AND 
THINGS TO HOPE FOR, 

When we io the good providence of 
God put our hand to the Christian 
Messenger a consuming zeal took pos- 
session of us to do all we could to up- 
hold the bands of eur brethren in the 
ministry in their labours to build up 
their respective churches, to lead the 
tens of thousands of unconverted within 
the reach of their ministry to Christ, 
to develop the resources of their con- 
gregations, to advance religious educa- 
tion, and to spmead the gospel in the 
heathen world. Now the question of a 

 reconstraction of our well organized 
body has been mooted for the purpose 
of union with our Free Christian Bap- 
tist neighbors. This may cause the 
diversion of the minds of the ministers 
and charches from the one great work 
of prayer, preaching the gospel and 
leading souls to Christ. Brethren in 
the ministry and out of the ministry in 
all our churches will be, we feel sure, 
greatly grieved that public attention 
should be turned in the press to this 
unsettling question. Better that it 
should be discussed and acted upon at 
the Associations and Convention, 

Last year the Lord greatly blessed a 
goodly number of our churches. Our 
dear Bro. Wallace, wrought so hard and 
so long that his bodily forces refused to 
endure further taxation. ‘We looked 
forward hopefully to this winter. It is 
to be deeply regretted that anything 
should bavg occurred to call away the 
solemn thought and boly yearnings of 
soul from the work of saving the lost, 
All things are ready. If the churches 
would bow themselves before God in a 
continued prayer of faith, converting 
grace would most certainly descend. 
The ministers of the word would preach 
with more than usual power, and great 
things would be done iu the name of 
the. Lord. This extraneous question 
should not be allowed (0 touch the mind 
of the body, except on the sarface. 
Every believer should be all ear to hear 
the wailings'of perishing humanity ; ail 
eye Lo see the distress in the world, and 
all heart to feel for thpse lost in sin, 
We sce with pleasure that the devoted 
Evangelist, Bro. Young, is_again in 
the Western part of Nova Scotia 
giving himself up to the work of saving 
sinners from eternal ruin. This is a 
great and holy work. 

In all our churches there is much 
converted talent. The enemy would 
bave it remain unused; but the 
Saviour calls upon every labourer to go 
into the vineyard and work. Mercy 
drops are falling in several parts of the 
field. This is encouraging to the breth- 
ren in parts where darkness rests upon 
the minds of God's people. We trust 
our brethren in the ministry will 
promptly report any tokens of divine 
favour that they may have in revival 
movements. This will encourage others, 
Those who may feel weak and depressed 
will become strong when they read the 
good news; and will give themselves 
alresh to the Lord. 
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The subscribers to The Christian 
Messenger will please bear in mind that 

Orders can be left 

All in arrears are urgently solicited 

Receipts of sums received 

addition to serving other good ends, 
Postal Card should be sent stating the 
fact. 

strength from God to enable them to 

MISSION WORK. 

A very pleasant and profitable hour 
was spent in one of the classrooms of 
Acadia College on Friday afternoon 
last, in listening to a conversational 
address by Rev. G. F. Currie, returned 
missionary from Tuni, 

Some twenty-five or thirty ladies 
and gentlemen were present by invita- 
tion of Dr, Sawyer, among whom were 
the professors and teachers of the 
institutions. Miss Hitchins added to 
the enjoyment of the hour by singing 
“Not a sparrow falleth.” The follow- 
ing are the more important questions 
submitted to Mr. Currie, with a con- 
densed report of his replies : 

1. A considerable part of mission 
labor is devoted to the training of chil. 
dren in schools. As these children 
grow up, do they constitute a distinet 
class, or are they absorbed in the mass 
of the community, or what becomes of 
them ? § 

Different policies are pursued by 
different missivns in regard to educa- 
tional work. Some make a specialty 
of education. Others keep it always 
cecondary and subordinate to evangel. 
istic work. Under the former policy 
high-class schools are eatablishad) with 
one or more missiongries on the staff 
ot instructors. Usually about an 
hour each day is given to instruction 
in the Bible; and the remainder of the 
time is devoted to the ‘teaching of 
secular subjects, with the view in some 
cases at least of fitting the students for 
matriculation in one of the Govern. 
ment Universities; while it is hoped 
that the scriptural instruction given 
will promote their spiritual welfare, 
aod have some influence, more remote- 
ly, in advanciog the interests of 
Christianity in the country, The 
‘students at such schools are usually 
high-caste Hindus, and - conversions 
rarely occur among them. The large 
majority are absorbed in the mass of 
the non-Ctristian community ; and it is 
very questionable whether their infla. 
ence, as a whole is favorable to Christi- 
anity or the reverse. 
The other policy indicated above, 

viz.: that of making school work sub- 
ordinate to evangelistic work, is follow. 
ed by very many, probably a large ma- 
jority of Indian missionaries, and is 
coming to be more generally regarded 
as the trué educational policy. In ge. 
cordance ‘therewith schools are estab. 
lished in villages where native Chris- 
tians live, for the special benefit of this 
class. These schools are- taught by 
pative Christians, under the superin- 
tendence of the missionary who has 
charge of the district in which the 
schools are located. In many cases 
heathen children attend, and some such 
are converted as the resalt; but the 
chief object of such schools is the edu- 
cation of Christians and their children. 
And as a rule, they amply repay, in a 
missionary point of view, the money and 
effort expended on them. As the great 
mass of the people of India are illiter- 
ate, nearly all our converts are such at 
the time of their conversion. A few 
years of training makes a marked im- 
provement in their minds and magners, 
and fits them for exerting a better in- 
fluence among their ‘countrymen than 
would otherwise be possible. As em- 
braced by this general policy may be 
meationed Station boarding schools and 
Theological Seminaries, both of which 
yield good returns, spiritually, for the 
expenditure involved. 

2, How large is the Eurasian element 
tn our mission fleld, and what is its 
influence on mission work ? 
The pumber of Eurasian people in 

the northern half of the Telugu country 
is proportionally very small ; probably 
not more than two or three thousand in 
& population numbering six or seven 
millions, This is but a rough estimate, 
based on a published statement that in 
1871 the number of Eurasians in the 
Madras Presidency was twenty thou. 
sand, and may not be correct; but it 
cannot be far astray, 
As to their influence on missifn wrk, 

it is rather difficult to say whether it is 
on the whole favorable or unfavorable. 
They are all, or nearly all, nominal 
Christians, Many are members of 
churches, and some are most excellent 
and worthy people. But it must be 
admitted oo the other hand that many 
of ‘them are not very profitable mem. 
bers of society, Much has been done 
for them, in an incidental way, by mis- 
sionaries all over the country, and they 
readily respond to earnest effort put 
forth for their conversion. An in. 
creasing interest in their welfare is felt 
by the Anglo-Indian community, snd 
the leading men of their own class are 
seeking to improve the condition of their 
fellows by infusing into them a spirit of 
greater thrift and self-reliance. What 
their future position end influence will 
be, it would be difficult to predict, Oa 
this point opinions differ, At present 
they are not sufficiently numerous to 
be either very much help or very much 
hindrance to missionary work, 

8. What are the opportunities 
bringing the Inowiodys of the lo 
the women of Telugu-land, and if mar. 

of their becoming members of Christian 
churches ? 3 

In regard to non-caste women there 
is vo special difficulty in bringing the 
Gospel to them. They are not seclud- 
ed; and move sbout out-of-doors with’ 
#8 much freedom as the men. The 
same may be said of Shudra women, 
though with some qualification. They 
do not perbaps appear quite so freely 
in public as non caste women. But 
the women of the higher castes are kept 
in zenanas, and no man other than rela- 
tives, and by consequence no male mis- 
siooary is ever allowed to see them. 
By special favor lady missionaries are 
admitted to some Zenanas, and the num- 
ber to which they have gained admit- 
tance has greatly inec:eased within a 
few years. . Zenana missionaries in 
many cases find it necessary to teach 
needlework in the zenanas which they 
visit, in order to win confidence and 
pave the way for instruction in the Bible. 
Many hundreds of zenanss are now 
open t6 this kind of effort, and the num- 
ber will probably rapidly increase as 
education and enliglitenment spread 
through the country, 
When zepana women are converted, 

it is impossible for them to unite with 
Christian churches io the ordinary way, 
as they cannot leave their homes to 
receive baptism, In addiion to this, 
the busband or father in most cases, 
would strongly oppose any change of 
religion on the part of the women of 
his household. The question has been 
raised as to whether it would be allow- 
able for lady missionaries to administer 
baptism to women converted iu zenanas, 
but the suggestion has not met with 
much favor. In their case it would al. 
most seem that their peculiar circum. 
stances justily the omission of baptism ; 
#8 its obseryance would involve expul- 
sion frow their homes, and leave them 
to be supported by the missionaries. 

4. If the Gospel for the most part. 
makes converts only ameng the low 
caste people, how is it to be brought to 
bear through them on the upper castes ? 

This question is rather difficult to 
answer. It is in fact the chief pro- 
blem connected with mission work in 
India. It most be admitted that not 
very much progress has been made thus 
far towards its practical solution, Pro- 
bably no better way can be found than 
by the low caste converts letting their 
light shine. Christianity among the 
low caste or non-caste people greatly 
improves their condition, This brings 
them nearer to a level with their caste 
neighbors, and makes them more res. 
pected and influential in the commaunij- 
ty. The change in their condition is 
noticed, and bas the effect of recom- 
wending Christianity to the caste 
ple about them. his seems ng 
the divinely established order, Oar 
Saviour himself appeared among men 
in the bumbler ranks of the people ; 
and the first converts to Christianity 
everywhere are generally from among 
the poorer classes. God is able to use 
the lowly Christians of India to extend 
the truth among the higher classes. We 
cannot doubt that His wisdom aud 
power are sufficient to accomplish that 
which to us appears so difficult, 

5. By what agencies does it seem 
most probable that the system of caste will 
be eliminated from the social life of 
India? 

Partly bythe spread of Christian 
principles among the people, and partly 
by the influence of European civiliza. 
tion, as exhibited by Anglo-Indians of 
the official and mercantile classes, 
Christianity is directly opposed to 
caste. The two cannot exist together, 
and io so far as the former prevails the 
Iatter must disappear, As caste dis- 
tinetions are not regarded by Govern- 
ment, the exigencies of the public 
service and of railway travelling fre- 
quently bring men of different castes 
together in such & way that strict ad. 
herence to caste regulations becomes 
very inconvenient, Under such cir. 
cumstances caste rules are violated 
every day, and they are fast losing 
their binding force. 8. overthrow of 
caste will be a work of tine, An in. 
stitution which bas so long held the 

ple in its iron grasp cannot speedily 
destroyed. But its fate is sealed 

and it must eventually yield to the ud- 
vancing power of Christianity, and the 
spirit of modera progress. 

CONVERTED. 
Not long since our esteemed contem 

porary, Zhe Canadian Baptist, editori- 
ally advocated the policy of State 
Colleges, fed by denominational Aca. 
demies. In another place we called 
attention to this fact, and said we 
should look with interest for its practi- 
cal results, adding that the Baptists in 
these Provinces hold a very different 
opinion on the subject. We are more 
than glad to see in this paper of the 
11th an editorial following the question, 
“ What is a Christian College ?” which 
takes the ground of the Baptists-by.- 
the Sea, and we may say of the Baptist 
body on this Continent on this most 
important question. This editorial is 
clear and for¥ible from beginning to 
end. By it the Canadian Baptist 
wheels into line and gives no uncertain 
sound. We congratulate our contem- 
porary and welcome it to the fraternity 
of journals in America which advocate 
and defend the sound doctrine of 
Christian Colleges. 
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“Tue proposed Union between the 
Baptists and Free Christian Baptists of 
the Maritime Provinces is calling into 
notice the close communion principles 
of the former body. The Christian 
Visitor, of 8t. John, thoughtfully asks : 
“Why, io this matter of the observ. 
ance of the Lord's Supper, not give in 
the Union each Church the right to say 
what shall be its practice? It will take 
it whether it be conceded or not.” 
This proposition our nearer neighbor, 
the Christian Messenger, at the con- 
clusion of a long editorial on the sub- 
ject, regards as “revolutionary in a 
radical sense.” Union, on the basis 
proposed by the Messenger, would be 
only absorption,” 
The above is from our kind friend, 

the Wesleyan. “ Union on the basis 
proposed by the MrsseNGER would be 
only absorption,” So says our neigh- 
bor. Well let us look at the question 
in a practical light. 
The Baptists hold that communion 

should not extend beyond Scriptural 
baptism and Scriptural discipline. Free 
Christian or Freewill Baptists are a 
large body, doing a good work for 
Christ in the world, They do not 
confine the Communion to the baptised 
aod those under their discipline. Now 
there is a proposal to unite two sections, 
one of each of these Baptist families, 
If the Baptists should accept the 
views of doctrine and practice of the 
Free Christian Baptists, then the Bap- 
tists, to use the language of the Wesleyan, 
would be absorbed by the Free Chris- 
tian Baptists ; and the newly formed 
body would be known as a part of the 
Open Communion Free Christian Bap. 
tists. On the other" hand, if Free 
Christian Baptists should accept the 
doctrine and practice of the Baptists, 
and become a part of them, then they 
would certainly be absorbed in the Bap- 
tist body, and would be a constituent 
element of that denomination. Again, 
suppose both branches should lay aside 
their formulated views of divine truth 
and church practice, and in mutual 
conference form a new creel and a new 
order and practice for the united church. 
es, then there would be a new branch 
added to the Baptist family in America ; 
and this new order of Baptists would 
peed to be called by a new name, 
The above we think is a fair and 

impartial forecast of the result of any 
union that might be effected. In case 
of union the Baptists will either absorb 
the Free Christian Baptists, or the 
Free Christian Baptists will absorb the 
Baptists,or there will be a new desom- 
ination formed, 

Now, are the Baptists of these Proy- 
inces prepared to be absorbed, or to be 

Tue Morning Herald in referring to 
the proposed union of Baptists makes 
the following sensible statement jo 
“The * Christian Visitor’ last week, 

bowever, proposed as a basis of union 
to allow each congregation to act ils 
pleasure about free invitation to the 
sacraments. This jis liberal, but if 
carried out would only remove the diffi. 
culty from the general conference to 
the congregations. ¥or in case of a union 
many 
Commu and Free Baptists. 
The former would go in for free invita. 
tion ; the latter would oppose it. Thus 
the question would be out on a 
bundred battle fields instead of one.” 
The Herald also says the principle 

advocated in the Christian 
“is after the mind of Dr. Sauders,” 

special 
ried women accept the 

are 
aud, it should have added, bout three 

disbanded for the purpose of forming 
something new ? Will they not rather 
choose to stand on théold platform, and 
welcome sll who may unite with them ? 
and wish well to all who cannot adopt 
their views of doctrine and practice ? 
We feel persuaded that the Baptists are 
content to remain where they are, and 
to continue loving and respecting all 
who hold different views, while they 
preach Christ and Him crucified, 

-- 

Tae Bev, A. C. Caure is at present 
preaching at Btillmen Valley, Ill. He 
says in a private note “ There was sugh 
an urgent call for me to g0 back among 

| nodyne 

a 

that I mast go there to spend the winter 
at least.” 

We shall be glad to hear of our 
brother’s success in his chosen field, and 
trust that ere long he may be found over 
one of our large churches. Our readers 
are” indebted to this excellent brother 
for several interesting letters, 

— r——g 

“The Christian Visitoris advocating the Union of the Free Will and the regular Baptists on the basis of each congregation (or church) deciding for itself as to the practice of open or close communion, We may remark that this bas been practically the way with the Presbyterians for many years, with an ever increasing tendency to open communion, so that now a close communion Presbyterian, Church or congregation is not easily found.” — Presbyterian Witness. : 
We most sincerely, on behalf of the 

Baptists of the Maritime Provinces, 
thank the Presbyterian Witness for 
giving us the benefit of the experience 
of the Presbyterian body in the ex. 
periment of the do as you please, policy. 
The Baptists will not fail to see that 
its tendency is, as judged by them, to 
looseness and disorder, 

ca 

A most interesting series of meetings 
has been held by Mr. Moody in Toronto 
He received the cordial co-operation of 
the ministers and churches of that city 
and the results have been of a gratify- 
ing character. | 
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* A PASTOR,” wants to kpow when 
be may expect the Barrisr Year 
Bog. We are not informed, 
Better apply to the Publication Com. 
mittee, 

AO 

Tae Hyun Book Commrrrer are 
actively engaged in preparing the new 
Hymn Book for publication, From 
what we have learned the book will be 
one of the handsomest and at the same 
time the cheapest that has yet appeared. 
Much time has been expended by 
members of the Committee in collecting 
and collating hymns from old and more 
recent books so as to take in all’ the 
best-and reject those seldom or never 
used. ‘We hope there will be no delay 
in puttiog the book to press, 

~~ 

We expect to be able next week to 
make announcements respecting the 
future of the CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 

aa 

Dr. Reap bas written several able 
letters for jthe purpose of shewing the 
propriety of appropriating the unused 
Jortion of the High School for girls so 
that they may Have the Benefit of High 
School teaching as well as boys. Dr, 
R. is an active member of the Halifax 
Board of School Commissioners, 

ee 

Tae WicLier MEMORIAL must not 
be forgotten, The arrangements of the 
Halifax Evangelical Alliance are that a 
meeting shall be held on the occasion 
in St, Matthew's Church on Tuesday, 
80th inst. It should be largely attended, 

Tae death of V. J. Gibson in a 
gambling Louse is not easily forgotten, 
It is well that it should continne to be 
beard until all its Solemn lessons are 
taught, oor 3 

© Literary, 
Tae Jaxvany Oentory will bave its 

War Beries papers describing the naval 
engagements at Belmont, F Henry, 
Fort Donelson, Memphis, and Island 
No 10, The next paper in the series, 
after General Grant's “ Shiloh ” ‘fu the 
February number, will be an account, 
in the March CexrUuRry, of the battle 
between the “ Monitor ” and the “ Mer. 
rimas.” 

Axoraer of Huckleberry Finn's 
adyentures, by Mark Twain, entitled 
“Jim's Investments, and King Soller- 
mon,” will appear in the January Cex- 
TURY, 

-——- 

ce and value of Johnson's 
niment to a family cannot be 
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