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We paoblish to-day a « Circuhr'\‘

issued reeantly\by the Finance or
Agency Commi. "\ of the Board of
Governors of Aax ™\ College in con-
mection with their .= The expla-
mations there given come with authority
and give some facts in respect to the
pew chair of “ Education and History,”
in its financial aspect, that our readers
will be glad to know. It is well
koown that the chair itself has, from
the first, been commended by the Presi-
dent and Senate as one that was likely
to add grestly to the literary strength
of the College, but there were grave
Anancial difficultics to be considered in
conpexion with its establishment. These
it seems, have be-n overcome in a way
that is very creditable to the friends
who have taken the matter in band
many of whom are amung the very best
friends of we College. The chair has
been founded and filled on the same
unconditional basis as the various other
chairs in the University. We have be-
fore us a copy of the resolution making
the appointment. In the language of
the circular, ** While the appointment
to the new chair bas not been hampered
or embarrassed by any conditions what-
ever, yet the fact should be known that
some of the fricnds who have contriba-
ted most generously to the * lndebied.
ness Fund,” haye also, in view of the
fact that the chair was to be filled by
Dr. Rand, pledged themselves to addi-
tional sums payable anoually on “ cur-
rent expenses accoun'.” These annual
subscriptions extending over a period of
five years, directly called forth in con-
sequence of the new appointment, and
which it is expected will sggregate, a
considerable amount, are pajable, it
will be seen, to “ current expenses ac-
count.” They will thas efleet, for the
five years, a sub-tantial ivcrea~e in the
genmeral income of the College, and as
they are distinctly made, we under-
stand, “ in addition to 'l other smounts
subscribed "’ will prove to be an import-
ant gain to the College Treasury.

~ We are glad, to be sble to presen,
these facts from a source which our
readers may regard as reliable.
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REV. S. W. deBLOIS; D. D.

In our last we had a lice or two
Boticing the death of Dr. deBlois on
Monday evening, Feb, 4th. We h.ve
for some time past had an oceasional
metice of bis illoess, so that sl hough
we were not expecting to hear so soon
of bis de; erture, yet his iriends were
not greatly surprised at his sudden re-
meoval.

Dr. deBlois was known ecither per-
sonally or through the press as one of
our most us<ful and sucecessful ministers.
Hie long residence at Wolfville and
his connection with Acadia J()ollrg(e as
s Secretary, made him intimately
scquainted with all the students at
Acadia College for the past quarter of
@ eeotury, He was born in Halifax in
1827. He stulied at Horton Academy
and subsequently at Acadia College.
After graduatiog in the class of 1846
he returoed to Halifax and studied law
for three yesrs, During this time he
became & member of Granville Street
Oburch, haviog beeo baptized by Rev.
Dr. Crawley, then its pastor,

Mr. deBlois animated wih a desire
for usefulness in Christian work 1aught
in the Sabbath School, and was for a
time clerk of the chureh. He received
8 license to presch and returned to
Wolfville, where he became one of the
teachers in the Academy lor two years.
He then went to the Theologiesl Semi.
mary at Newston Centre, Muss., and
graduated there in 1853. On his return
be received a cull ‘to the pusiorste of
the Baptist Churcy at Chester where
be was ordain+d Feb, 26th, 1854

After the death of the Rev, Theodore
B, Harding in 1855, Mr, D. Blois was
invited to tuke charge of the Wollville
church, He respouded 10 that esll and
began bis important work in that vil.
Bage in Dec 1855, He continued
pastor of the Wollville chareh tilf his
death, a period of over twenty-eight
years. Counsidering (he important posi-
tion this church occupied ac the Bap-
tist educationsl centre, with a congregu-
tion including the president ‘and pro-
fessors of the coll-ge, the teachers of

_the other iostiutions and some two

I

bundred students, male and female, it
will readily be seen that no ordinary
man could have preached acceptably to
such a congregation during this period
| of over a quarter of a ceotury. Mr.
deBlois was in many respects a model
pastor. His sermons were fresh, lucid
and always contained essential gospel
truths. He probably never preached e
sermon without exhibiting, in brief, the
way of ealvation by faith in the Lord
Jesus. Hevisited his congregation regu-
larly and made himsell the friend of all
so that at the close of his long pastorate
be was more firmly entreoched in the
affections of his people than ever be.
fore. Some idea of Dr. deBlois’ pas-
toral work may be gathered from the
following summary : He had received
into the church by baptism 526 persons,
made 15,400 pastoral visits, married 369
couples, officiated at 350 funerals, and
preached 2968 sermoons.

Dr. deBlois has been intimately con
nected with our Baptist educational in-
stitutions. For 23 years he had been the
secretary of the board of governors, and
during all these years he had assisted
in shaping and matgring the Baptist
educational policy. His genial presence
will be sadly missed by bis brethren in
their apnual gatherings. It i a note-
worthy circumstance that the Baptist
church at Wollville bas had but two
pastors in 88 years. Rev. T. S. Hard-
ing being pastor‘for 60 years, and Rev.
S. W. deBlois for 28 years.

The funeral services of Dr. deBlois
were held on Thursday afternoou last
and were very largely attended. The
exercises were most impressive. Prayer
was offered at the house by the Rev.
S. B. Kempton. At the Church which
was appropriately draped in mourniog
for the occasion, Addresses were de-
livered by the Rev. T. A. Higgins
Rev. Dr. Sawyer, Rev. Dr. Pryor,
and Rev. Dr. Crawley. Rev. Dr.
Armstrong and Rev. Mr. gan,
(Presbyterian) also took part in) the
services. These addresses made pany
toaching and appreciative refer¢nces
to the past life and labors the
deceased. They were a genujhe and
¢pontaneous tribute to.his gentle unas-
sumiag life as a citizen, his piety as a
Christian and his devotion and faithiul-
ness a8 & preacher of the gospel, The
memory of the just is blessed. The
closing prayer at the cemetery was of-
fered by Rev. J. Willilams. The fol-

lowing Ministers were present :  Revs,
T. A. Higgins, Dr. Crawley, Dr. Pryor,
Dr. Sawyer, D. Freeman, 'S, B,
Kempton, Dr. Armstrong, E. M. Kier-
stead, J. Williams, W. J. Swaffield,
Jos. Murray, H. Foshay, S. T, Rand,
with Mr. Lozan (Presbyterian) and
Mr. Buitrick (Methodist.)

> -

BapTisTs have been misrepresented,
maligned and persecuted from the
earliest days. They have notably been
‘“ the sect everywhere spoken against "
from tbe days of the Apostles. See
Acts xxviii. 22, False accusations
have been raised against them, and it
appears will be, so long as they main-
tain their testimony against the doetrine
of sacramental salvation. Bat the
strangest thiog is that they should at
this day be accused of this very thing,
The following is from the Christian
Mirror, the organ of the Congregation,
alists of Maine, published in Portland-
Maine :

“ The great growth of the Baptist
body in America is because they make
of baptism a sacrament, implying that
no one is safe until be is baiptized, If
you wish to increase the visible chureh,

you can easily do so by making it
essential to salvation to belong to it,”

We should hope that our good brother
Dr. Barrage, editor of the Baptist
paper in that city, will take care of bhis
neighbour,and shew him what a mistake
he has made, As to B.ptism being a
sacrameot-—an external ordinance es-
sential to salvation—we know that it is
8 plain command of the Lord Jesus to
all believers, and whatever other act
of faith and obedience is necessary to
salvation, this is no less in the same
category and requires ohedience where
it is possible. Any person who wishes
to follow Him will not think lightly of
his requiremenits. This convietion it is,
that brings men to array themselves on
the side of Baptists, and not the ides
that the outward sct is essential to
salvation. If the Mirror had said that
it is the fiction of sacramental ¢fficacy
on which [ofant Bapti m re-ts, he would

have been nearer the mark.

LUTHER'S THEOCOGY.

The peans of praise raised over the
fourth ceatenary of Lather have hardly
died away before a more -carelul
examination of his Theology calls forth
a sort of protest and pronounces it a
bindrance to the Reformation. It has
long been held that the Reformation
was but partial, and needed further
reform before it could be fairly entitled
to that appellation. Without detraeting
at all from the greatness of the work
accomplished by the bold monk we may
easily perceive that he - hesitated to
carry out all his convictions. The
Baptist Quarterly Review for Jaouary,
February and March, 1884, has a good
article on this subject by Rev. H. S,
Taylor. Wyckhffe's work was more
in harmony with the teachings of the
great Text book than Lauther’s, and the
hosts of Lollards that soon came forth
in testimony of its teaching, and sealed
their testimony in many cases with
their blood, proved Wyckliffe's teach-
ings to be a genuine work of grace
rather than a political revolution.
This writer takes a firm stand on the
great doctrines taught by Luther but
does not hold that they-  were carried
out to their legitimate results. In the
discussion he says: -

The twd grea' pillars of his creed
were, “ justification by faith” and “ the
sole and supreme authority of the
Scriptures.” On these the Reformation
rested, and on these true Christianity
must continue to rest 8o long as it shall
endure. Published and believed, these
two doctrines alone made the Reform-
ation inevitable. They were the very
body of Protestantism ; and, carried to
their logical conclusion, must have
overthrown and destroyed every vestige
of the papacy and its pernicious errors.
It must be remembered, bowever, that
thése doctrines were not the particular

perty of Luther. Oa the contrary,
there had been no age previous to his
that bad not witnessed the fidelity of
men who had pronounced them with as
much clearness and emphasis as did
Luther; and, in most cases. had sealed
their testimony with their blood.

When the first wild storm of the
Relormation had passed, and it became
necessary for the great German to ¢on-
struct & new system of theology the
oracle of clear conviction seems to have
become silent in his soul. He tempor-
izes, compromises, becomes timid.
Holding these two major tewets, as he
did, it is passing strange that Luther
should have stopped at Lutheranism.
They ought to have ecarried. bim iuto
the camp of the most radical of the
Reformers, The doetrine of jusnfica-
tion by faith, pursued to its legitimate
couclusion, 1ot only sweeps aw \y
penances and priestly absolution, bu:
hereditary piety, viesrious . faith, and
infunt baptism, as well. The doctrine
of the supremacy of the Secriptures
followed 10 its proper conclusion, not
only strikes down he headship of the
pope but the union ot Charch and
State, and the authority of all prelates
also. Luther never reached the-e
conclusions. Notonly so,he persecuted
with papal malevolence those of hig
fellow Protestants who sought to realize
in full the true principles of the
Reformation,

The docirine of justification by faith
alone-ought to have led Luther directl
to the theory of a converted Chuich
membership. He confes-es as much,
lo the shorter catechism he suys: * Iy
then this visible Church a fellowship of
those only who have been born sgain of
the Holy Spirit?  Such indeed it ought
to be; bu asin each individual there
is yet much imperfection, so, alo, in the
visible Church, as a whole, there s
much error «nd sin that remains 10 be
subdued by the Holy Ghost.” He then
proceeds to define the Visible Chuich,
** The visible Churen includes the col-
leetion of ull those who have been b p-
tiged in the name of the triune God
and bear the nume of Carist. Tothem
grace and lite are offered, and theip
guilt is 80 much the greater il they ree
main in the desth of sin or backslide.’
Bimply to be baptized in the name of (he
triune God was, in his opinion, all hat
was necessary 1o Church membership,

His premises were correct, The wise
and foolish virgios will m ngle together,
and uoregenersie men will ent-r 1he
Church; but  on this account to
sweep away ‘a personal protes-ion of
the new lile was unseriptural in the ex.
treme, and made his conclusion most
lame and impoteant,

The truth 1s that, with the preced.
ents of Rome still uuconsciously ig
fluencing him, and with the constitu tion
of a state Chusch before him, he could
not insist upon & converted Church
without tearing up his own system Ly
the roots, The irresistible logie of the
situation drove him (o the end be reach.
ed. 3

In his argument in support of infang
baptism his desperate emergency is
again spparent, Feeling thut taiwn, ot
all events, isindispensable to salvation,
be says: *“ When the grace of bupusm
is offered to the child there is as liule

force or constraint used toward it ms
when the parents bestow other benefits
upon it without first consulting its own
will. The will of the parents or guar-
dians is itself the will of the infant chilld.’
In his Table Talks his defense is yet
more labored. “ Faith comes by the
word of God, when this is heard,” he
says, evidently referriong tothe language
of St. Paul; “little children hear that
word when they receive baptism, and
therewich they receive, also faith.”

It is almost piteous to hear him who
had so lominously exposed the sacra-
mentarian and official salvation of Rome
resorting to such shifts. The Catholics
were consistent, at least. They put
the efficacy of baptism in the priest who
sdministered it, and exhibited some
texts which seemed to support the doc-
trine. Luther discovered baptismal
efficacy in the sponsor and the baptis-
mal formula muttered in an uncon-
scious infant’s ear |

Upon the mode of baptism Luther's
tergiversations are equally appareot,
“ Baptism,” he says, “is a sign of both
death and the resurrection. Being
moved by this reason, I would bave
those that are to he baptized to be alto-
getber dipped into the water, as the
word doth express and the mystery doth
siguify.” But in the situation in which
he wags placed the reformer’s betier
opinion could not stand, Having lost
sight of the idea o‘a converted Church-
membership, it became easy to sacri-
fice its symbol. Accordingly we find
bim who had so ofien affirmed that
“whatever is without the Word of
Ged is by that very fact against God”.
now saying, in the Shorter Catechism:
* The mere water itself is of no conse-
quence ; and the mere external mode
ol application, whether by sprinkling or
immersioa, is a matter of no conse-
quence,”’

Luther as a negative theologian was
mighty through god to the pulling
down of strongholds. Lauther as a pos-
itive theolegian was something worse
than a failare—he cumbered and still
cumbers the ground.

Ran o o

- We copy the following from the
Presbyterian Witness :

ProveDp BY StaTISTICS,—~A COrTes-
pondent intorms us that a Book Agent
is traversing the country in the interest
of the Bapiist Book and Tract Suciety,
and that his argoment in favour of his
work is that *“the Baptist Church is
more honored of God than any other.”
To prove this he undertukes to show
that their Foreign Missions bave nine
limes as muny convers for the ssme
amount ol money as the Presbyterians
and three times as many as the Metho-
di-ts, He also asserted that the results
in' Home Missions were similar,’—Qar
correspondent asks if statistics justity
the-e statements,

Our reply is that we hope and pray
that the Baptists may bave tenfold more
success in Heathen lands, They have
been highly honored ; and their labours
have bevo ubundant, May they abound
more and more! But no responsible
or wise Baptist will indulge in silly
boasiing I' the agent referred to is
wise he will see the folly of his inter-
énces even if the statistical basis ~eemed
to be correct. The largest number of
converis in propcrtion (o cost ever re-
ported trom heathen lands were those
of the F.ancis Xavier, but no one
would muke the inferences that thé
Jesuits  were special favourites ol
Heaven, Tae logic of the agent re-
lerred to may be lett to the nearest Bap-
tst Minister 1o deal wiih,

What the * Bovk Agent” * under-
tukes to shew ” we presume he will

shew but, if, not, to his own Masier be
stands or falls,

The-comparison our contemporary
draws beiween the missionary werk of
Baptists and that of “ihe Francis
Xavier' will not stand, seeing that the
Jesuits counted the number of infants
sprivkled with their converte, whereas
Baptists demand conversion and a pro-
fession of faith in the Lord Jesus before
Baptism of their converts, It was
quite natural for our contemporary to
forget this, Perhaps he did.

e

The Rev. J. D, Fulton, ‘of New
York, said in a late sermon ; * To-day
Romanism is more an enemy in
America than in any other country.
The Cardinal has supreme control of
this eity. The Pope cin do more with
the Romanist in New York than with
thoss in Rome, Every Romanist con-
verted, every rum shop closed, every
school openel, every child brought inte
the Sabbath-8chool weakens Romanism
in America, A priest said to me the
otherday : ¢ Either the Republic must
die thut Rome may live or vice versa,”

The relizion of Rome is largely man
made. You can hate Romanism, but
love Romanists with all your might,
The manver in which they elaim the
right to read the Bible is full of en-
couragement, I ferl that in this great
city the baitle wil be fought by pray-

ing, not by fighting people,”

W. M. A. Societies.

Ter Nova Scoria CeNtrar Boarp
W. M. A, Socierigs held its Quarterly
meeting on Wednesday 6th inst., in the
Vestry of the North Baptist Church.

After the usual devotional exercises
the Treasurer’s acconnt was presented
which shewed that $331.35 had been re-
ceived during the past quarter. The
expenditure amounted to $2.85.

Four new societies were reported—at
Mahone By, Chester, Chester Basin
and Bridgewater. :

Mrs. C. H .Martell was appomted
Missionary agent for Colchester County.

Letters from John March, E«q., were
read, tngether with a copy of Estimates
prepared by hm. Owing to the pro
bability of the funds being all required
furtber action on the same was deferred. |

The BSecretary informed the Board
that an application had been received
from a young lady a member of Granville
Street Church desirous of engaging
in Foreign Missionary work. Her ap-

lization was read and recommen-ations
rom Rev, Dr. Saunders, and Rev. Alex.
MabArthur, commendatory of her Chris-
tian character and standing.

The young lady referred to, Miss H.
Wright was then brought before the
Board and introduced by the Secretary
snd was invited to state her wishes in
this matter, which she did fully and
freely and then retired to another room.

Subsequently after mature delibera:
tion, it was moved by Mrs. J. W,
M nning aad seconded by Mrs. Allison
Smith, That we recommend Miss Wright
to the favorable notice of the Foreign
Miseionary Board, believing her to be a
suitable. person to fill the important
position now made vacant by the mar-

‘riage of Miss Hammond.

Miss Wright was then called in and
informed of the action of the Board.

To the Sisters of the W. M. A. Societies :

It is unnecessary for me to add a
word to the same. Whatever may
result from the above, we may feel
encouraged that at least one Sister has
responded to the call from India, and
bas bad it in her heart to go to those
who veed the faithful service of a
Missionary to tell the glad tidings.

Mission Banops, and those interested
in them, will pleass take notice of the
Coostitution for Mission Bands below.
Tuis has been prepared with great care

| and revised from one which is working

well in oue of the largest Mission Bands
in the Province,

12 Copiés of the Constitution may be
had pstage free on receipt of six cents,
in postage stamps.

M. R Seroex, Sect'y.

Constitution for Mission Bands.

Tae following Rules provided for
Mission Bands have been prepared and
and published to aid the Managers, and
to save the trouble of each one making
its own rules,

Art, 1st. Thet this Society shall be
known us the Mission Band, called

Art. 20d. The object of this Society
shali be to plant and foster a missionary
epirit in the hearts of the young, and te
aid in the extension of the Redeemer’s
kingiom at home or abroad. %

Art. 3rd, The meetings of this Society
shall be held once every
on Special meetings may
be called at any time by order of the
President anl Secretary. v

Art. 4th., Any one may become a

member of this Society by paying the

sum of A collection
shall be taken at each meeting,

Art. 5th, The officers of this Saciety
shall be a President, Vice-Presidents,
SBecretary and Treasurer, Alsoa Com
mittee of Management, consisting of
six ladies. These officars to be elected
once a year—any orall of whom may be
re elected.

Art, 6th, Any Article of this Consti-
tution may be saltered or amended by a
two-Lhirds vote at any regular meeting of
the Bociety. Notice being given of the

same, al least two weeks before action
is taken :

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

From India,

Mrs. Hutchinson writes from Chica-
cole to the Secretary of the Nova Scotia
W. M. A. Societies, dated Dec, 24th,
A lew items from her letter will be of
interest to the friends of missions. We
extract the following :

“ We have secured the London Mis.
sion Chupel subjet to the approval of
their Board of Directors in London
We will hear their decision about Feb,
after which we will write home on
what terms we have secured it, The
Board have sanctioned the money, bat
I think a donation from the Nova
Scotia ladies would be very gratefully
accepted,

I think it will cost about four dollars
(84) a year to clothe a little girl. This
would include a sheet for the cold
weather. 1 have one little girl on the
compound whom I clothe, Her broiher,
‘who is a member of our church, pro-
vides her food.

It costs about forty dollars ($40) a
year to keep a boy* at the Theological
Seminary, That is what we put it
down at in our yearly estimates,

You are vow paying one hundred
dollurs (8100) a year for the Chicacole
Bchools, The teacher’s salaries are

o

—

paid out of that, Bible women ge
about twenty-five dollars ($25) a year,

This is our cool season, and it is
quite cold enough sometimes in these
houses which are built to keep out the
beat of the sun. In cold weather
there is no way of heating them. But
we are very thankful for the cold
weather which gives us strength to
endure another hot season.

We are all well.

in last Saturday sfter spending 16 days

on the field, tired and a good deal sun

barnt, :
There is much work just now

that requires my husband’s attention
both here and in Akattampara where

they are making preparations to build
a small chapel,

Yours very sincerely,
Lorrie HurcHinsON.

[** Aboy"” is the name used for

the native young man, we believe, until
he becomes the head of the family.—
Ep. C. M ]

Literarvy,

The Histoiical Books of the Old Testa~

ment: Joshus, Ruth, lst Ss&
20d Samuel, Tst King'l, 2ad Cinge’
The Common Version revised with an
Introduction and ooccasional notes by
Thomas J. Conant, Pailadelphis,

Awerican Baptist Pu lication Societ
pp. 358, Price $2 00, &

Every effort to give the clearest and
most correct version of the Word of
Lite should be hailed with pleasure
and welcomed as the rays of light are
welcomed which come from the sun after
the cloudy day or the darkness of night.
The story ot the great nation Ap

“—*

'by God to bring in the corrective prin-

ciples of His government for the
removal of wickedoess {. m the earth,
and for developing in the fullness of
time His gracious designs in mak
His Son the great Sovereign of h
spiritu | Kiogdom, and so saving those
who believe in and obey Him, must be
ntensely interesting to all thoughtful
men, Dr. Conant's Revisions of
Scripture give a ppculiar freshness to

| the books which' he revises, Years

ago Dr. C's revision of Job was read
by thousands with much pleasure, and
now these historical books will also be
read with new interest and satistaction.
This volume has a sort of completeness
in itself so far as the history is con-

cerned, although composed of the
several books given in its title. B

in reading the notes it is evideot (hat it

i8 part of a general revision of the Old
Testament, secing that they refer to
notes on passages in “other books
of the Sucred volume, Genesis for
instance, and s0 it mukes the reader
wish 10 see such notes also, without
being able to do so. The book is got
up in the Society's finest style, type
and paper are beautital, .

Story o¥ Tk Merv, by Edmond
O'Dinovan, Funk & Waznli's Stand-
ard Library, Series No 1 1884. “

A journey through Central Asia is
not an easy task and the narrative of
such journey is not likely to be & mon-
otonous book, As a story of travel,
this is one of the most thrilling of recent
ye-rs. Asa work of description, its
importance and faithinlness have been
promptly conceded, The countries de-
scribed have baen, one m iy sy, re-dis-
covered by the writer, and his powers
of ob~ervation and his literary skill ac.
quired by many years' service as cofres-
pondent of an influential London journal
give the work an interest and finish
reldom found. The dashing, animated
style is characteristic of the aathor's life
»0 full of adventure unid exploit, [t
still al ve, he is vow in the 8oidan, He
was with Hicks Pusha when that officer’s
command wus annihilated by the false
prophet-El Mahdi, several months ago.
‘Bhose who know him, wi'l hope he will
turn up alive with a new book, Paper,
25 ¢ts,; cloth,$1.00 Funk & Wagoalls,
10 and 12 Dey 81, N. Y. General
Agent for the Maritim+ Provinces S.
F. Huesiis, 141 Granville Street,
Halilax,}q. S.

—————— ———

Foro's CurisTiaN Rerosimory
aNp Houme Circre lor Febuary is re-
ceived. Hdited by Rev. 8, H, Ford.

Paul's Testimony to the Athenians,
S. H. F, Suece sion —Ro oan, Greek,
and Baptist, 8, H. . Rure Fruit, Rev.
C, H, Spurgeon, The Chriviian Rite
ol Immersion, Hon W, P, Boyd. Re.
lation of Baptism to Remission, W, W,
Guardoer, O jest ot Baptism 8, H, F.
Lydia, the First Convért in Kurope,
Lydw's Honsehold Baiz d, 8, H, F.
Tae Conversion of the Jiiler —The Old
Tueolology, 5, H. . The first Bap-
tism in Europe, 8B, H. F. & &,

Seventy pages mnthly, $2.50 a
var, Address Foup's Curisrian

KPOSITORY, Bt, Louis, Mo,

DR o — Fost

Goop, — The Convention Baptist
Bovk Room Cupital Fuud has been
increased by $265 in Hillsboro and

Hopewell churebes of Albert Co,, N, B,

My husband came .
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