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A RELIGIOUS AND GENERAL
FAMILY NEWSPAPER,

IS PUBLISHED -

EVERY WEDNESDAY MORNING
AT 69 & 71 GRANVILLE STREET,
o Halifax, N. S,
STEPHEN SELDEN, Prop:ietor,

TerMS—$2.00 a vear in advance. _If
payment is delayed over 3 months $2.25;
f over 6 months $2.50.

To Pastors of Churches acting as agents
in their localities, $1.50 a year.

RATES OF ADVERTIZING :

One inch, first insertion............ $1 00
" each subsequent insertion 0 25
- three months. ... c.oevvun.. 3 00
" SR TR & o o5 dnases 4 50
e twelve months............ 800

Discount of 20 7, allowed for cash pay-
ments in advance.

Special' arrangements made for large
advertizements,

Notices of Marriages or of Deaths from
non-subscribers inserted at 25 cents each,
when not exceeding 25 words. ALL over
25 words charged at 2 cents a word, pay-
ment in advance.

&ovvespondence,

For the Christian Messenger.

W. M. A. Societies.

JROM THE MISSION AGENT OF OUMBERLAND
COUNTY,
AmuERrsT, Sept. 20th, 1884,
Mrs. Selden,—

I bhad the pleasure of visiting Parrs-
boro’ and organizing an Aid Society on
Aug. 22nd, under very favorable circum-
stances. A number of the sisters seemed
all ready to take hold of the work, and
I feel confident from the earnestness
which they manifested that the Society
will be a growing, working one, and not
cease to exist after a short time. The
officers elected were :

President—Mrs. J. W. Jenks.

Vice President—Mrs. J. A. McLean.

Sec.-Treas.—Mrs. McLeod.

In many of the churches in Cumber-
land County it seems impoesible to have
societies on account of the people living
80 far apart, I believe there are two
churches within 12 miles of Parrsboro’,
wheire it did not seem advisable to
organize societies, so 1 urged the sisters
of Parrsboro’ to try and interest the
sisters, and induce them to join their
society.

On Tuesday afternoon, 16th Sept.,
a number of us went down to Amherst
Point, and with the sisters there held a
meeting which was very enjoyable and
profitable, and we had six or seven new
names added to our list.

Mgs. G. Borsrorp SmiTH,

FROM THE MISSION AGENT IN LUNENBURG
QOUNTY.

Cugster, Sept. 22nd, 1884,

Dear Sister Selden,—

I went over to Tancook lately. The
young people seemed very anxious for
a Mission Band and from what | saw I
thought more interest would be awak-
ened and more good done by a Mission
Band than a W.M. A, Society, so we
organized one. The following officers
were elected : N

President—Mrs. Ephraim Mason.

Vice- President—Mrs. Wm, Thomas.

Treasurer—Mrs. David Langille.

Secretary—Mrs. Amos Hubley,

I hope the dear Lord will make the
Sociely a blessing not only to the
heathen—but to the young people of
the Island. I shall pot soon forget the
crowd of youthful faces I met on that
occasion, Not less than two Hundred
I shouldthink—1I enjoy this work more
and more, only wish I had more time to
give to it,

Mgs. J. F. Keurrox,

For the Christian Messenger.
Natural Laws not Eternal,

Mr. Editor,

Having been from home, I missed the
opportunity of replying earlier to the
Rev, L. M. Weeks’ letter.

The foundation of Mr. W.’s miscon-
ception on the Eternity of Natural Laws
has arisen by not clearly apprehending
the essential distinction between the
attributes of God and Natural Laws.
The attributes of God being the essential
elements of his immutable nature, can
never undergo apy change into Natural
eternally inferior to His

The Christian Messenger,

erroneous conception to think so, as it
would be eternally disastrous to the
stability of the universe, if such a
change should ever take place. There-
fore God will always be eternally dis-
tinet from the universe and its laws.
Nor can there ever be any amalgamation
of the Deity and His works. His immu-
table nature will ever be the glory of all
intelligent beings. The whole argument
of the Rev. L. M. W. rests upon the
#ssumption that the Will and Power
of God are Natural Laws. As this as-
sumption bhas not the shade of proof
to sustain it, and as it is easily annihi-
lated, in as much as it is imposeible
for him, or- any one else, to prove such
an assertion, consequently the whole
reasoning built on it must fall. Neither
the Book of Nature nor the Book of God,
nor God himself, furnishes any proof
whatever for his assertion “That the
power and will of God are Natlural
Laws.”’ If from either of those scurces
such a proof can be found, Mr. W. can
easily bring it forward. The very rela-
tion that all things are dependent on
the will of God for their exi tence
proves their finitude, limitation, subor-
dination. Therefore there is nothing
eternal and infinite but God himseif.

command and cannot obey it. It is un-
conscious matter. But the earth moves
on, therefore God is the direct, present,
immediate, sole cause.”” If Mr. W. had
.given that thought a little examination,
he never would have penned it, for it is
extremely easy to sbow his mistake.
Io the very creation of our world God
commanded the Universe to come inio
being, and it burst from the chaos of
nothing into the glory of majestic loveli-
ness. Was the universe conscious ? be-
fore it filled the void of space; yet it
obeyed the eternal Deity. God said to
‘the waters that covered the earth, retire,
let the dry land appear; they rushed
into their appointed channels, aod .ihe
dry land appeared. Were the waters
conscious ?

All nature, from the birth-day until
the present,is invariably obeying God
in all her inconceivable variety. The
earth, it is said, in ber diurnal revolution
round her axis, has not varied
one second since God floated it upon the
pure ether of heaven. Every unconsci-

in some form, therefore your assertion
that unconscious matter cannot obey
God is a very serious mistake: Will not
the unconscious bodies of the saints
arise at the voice of Jesus on the resur-
rection morn to endless life ?

: Jorx Rowe.
Melvern Square, Sept. 16, 1884,

Drar Bro. BELDEN,— -

Please publish the accompanying
article (under protest if you please) but
publish it verbatim, as you find it, and
oblige tiuly yours,

. R 8. Morrox.

We like to accommodate our afflicted
brother, when we can do so, and on that
score alone we insert the following, and
would add that we know notbing of the
expression of thanks sent for publica

tion. It surely did not reach our office.
—Ebp. C. M,

For the Christian Messenger.

An Exolanation, a Protest; and an
Admonition,

R

M. Epitor,~-

On August 27th, I sent for publication
in the Ohristian Messenger an expres
sion of thaoks to. Piof. Spinney & Co,
for the proceeds of a concert given
recently at Millville for our benefit.
And also to the proprietors of the hall,
for its free use on the occasion, and to
those who patronized the Conéwts
from a desire to aid us. But from so
cause, unknown to me,; that notice has
not appeared. I am sorry it bas not, as
the parties concerned expected it would
be published. But as that notice has not
appeared, you will, for the information
of all concerned, do me the honor, to
give this article a place in your valuable
paper. Those best acquainted with my
wife and I konow well that we have ever
been opposed to low, clownish, degrad-
ing Theatrical performances, at any time
or place, but especially in connection
with meetings, concerts or entertain-
ments, got up professedly in the inter-
ests of Religion, Temperance,
éﬂgpﬂdnt enterprize. But it is now

e

Mr. W. says, “ The earth cannot receivea

ous atom in the universe is to obey Gode

or any |

reperted that we are not particular, as |

to the nature of an entertainment, when
the profits are intended for our benefit !
Such a report is unjust and false. Had
we known that at the above named con-
cert, any of the performances would
have been clownish or degrading, as
they are now reported to have been,
we should not have consented for it to
be given for our benefit. And while, we

do heartily thank any and all persons

who manifest their good will toward us,
either in words or deeds, we never
theless wish it to be distinctly under-
stood that we do not wish our friends to
resort to any unchristian or degrading
practice in order to raise funds for our
support. We do not object to public
gatherings for bénevolent purposes,
80 long as they sre characterizad by
christian and elevating conduct. We be-
lieve Christians should not descend to
patronize degrading or clownish enter-
tainments under any pretence whatever,
And we do herewith desire to record
our soiemn protest against the too com-
mon practice by professing Christians of
countenancing and participating in
comic, clownish, degrading performan.
ces, speeclLes, or eongs, at Tea-meetings,
Concerts, or so called Temperance Meet.
ings, ete. There is no need for such
conduct. Tuere is a better way. Let

not professors of Christianity suppose

tbat they will prowote either the cause
cf Christ, Temperance, or Morality, by
Joiniug with the muititude to do evil.
‘“Be ye rot unequally yoked together
with unbelievers : for what fellowship
hath righteousness with uniighteousness
and what communion hath light with
darkness? And ‘What concord hath
Christ with Beiial ? or what part hath
he that believeth with an intidei 2”7 See
2 Cor. vi. 14 to end of the chapter, See

also Eph. iv. 29 and v. 4. o

R. 8. MorToN.
Millville, Sept. 19th, 1884.

For the Christian Messenger.

Truth versus Mormonism.

Dear Editwr,—

It strikes we that an extended report
of the arrsboro discussion, to which
bro. Sieele referred in your last, would
be of interest and prolit 1o your readers.
Some may be of the opinion that
Mormon absurdides are unworthy of
notice but it is very evident that prose-
lytes ure being made, and it occurs 10
me that in tbis, as in other matters, pre-
vention is easier aud more effeciual
than cure. Whatever may have been
the opinion of the Christian people of
Parrsboro regarding the wisdom of
taking such prominent notice ot the
American * Apostle” ; only one opinion
prevails 10-day, and that i that the
fraud was met at the right time, in the
right way, and by the right man. Mr.
MacLeuu proved himselt master of the
situation und from his sarcasm and
logicul argument there was no escape.
“Kider” S.ea is a mao somewhat
prepossessing in his appearance—
pleasant i0°is address— voluwioous io
s vocabulary, but ficks * the essential
element "— Lruth, and was, conse-
quently, in the baads of Mr. MacLean
#s u pigmy in the bands of a giaot.
The weeds of Mormovism growiug in
Parrsboro and the region round avout
were most etlectually plucked up by
the roots and leftt to witber under the
searching rays of the sun ot Truth,

Tue * Eider ' was the aggressor in
the conflict and challenged Mr, Mac-
Lean to publicly ,discuss the tollowin
proposivions. 1st * Mr, Shea aflirms
\at the miraculous gilt of the Holy
Ghost is imparied to persons by the lay-
g on ol his bands und also that all
the 8igos or miracles mentioned in the
New Testament tollow, aud ure per-
lorwed by the persons upon whom his
or their baods were laid.,” Mr, Muc-
Lean denied bim or them the power,

Iu delence of his proposition Mr.
Shea glibly ‘aud lengthily told the
audience thut the doctrive of the laying
on ol hands was taught o the New
Testameat und that Lhe impartation of
the tloly Spirit tollowed —merely as-
suming be perpetuity of the Aposto-
late, und pretending that the Aposties
appointed by * the Latter day Saiuts ”
are the successors of the twelve. Io
prool of their possessing miraculous
power he offered to put iu documentary
evidence ol cerlain persous that were
sick and recovered alter baving been
visited by their “ Elders” and such
lke trash. When Mr. MacLean
cballenged demonstiration,having shown

|

1

that the proposition was one to be

demonstrated rather than discussed, he

failed ingloriously, saying that our
Lord would not perform miracles to
satisfy curiosity, Mr. MacLean re-
minded him of Paul’s conduct towards
Elymas the sorcerer who attempted to
tarn the deputy from the faith, walking
up tohim and saying “ I now attempt
to turn your followers from your faith
smite me with blindness it you possess
the power—I dare you to do ir.
Having tested and tantalized his op-
pouent for some time he charged him
with frand and falsehood, and assured
the audience that there were not Mor-
mons eonough between here and the
Pacific to bring a dead mosquito to life
—n0 not even a dead flea. For the
benefit of others who may come in
contact with somé of these errorists I
here give a brief synopsis of Mr. Mac-
Lean’s argoment in denial of the above
proposition. In denial of the perpetu-
ity of the Apostolate he cleared up the
following enquiriés? Who were the
Apostles?  What were their qualifica-
tions? Have we any record of the
appoiutment of their successors ? The
permaneot officers of the church are
perpetuated—their qualifications speci-
fi:d—their appointment commanded,
see 2 Tim. ii. 25 Tiws i. 5, 7; 1 Tim.
3rd chap. He showed clearly the
weaning of the various terms used,
He showed that the twelve Apo-tles
were of Christ's immediate appoint-
ment, and that wien Judas fell they
were commanded to appoiat one to take
the place of him that tell. Their num-
ber was complete. Their work was
accomplished. The offi:ial Apostles
disappeared at the death of the twelve.
No command fgind for the appoint-
ment ol their suceessors. No direc-
tions given as to the qualifications ot an
Apostle, Toe Apostles had indepen-
dant knowledge of the gospel—were
nfallible in all their instructions—went
f with suitable credentials * sigos,
wonders, and divers miracles.” All
who claimed to be Apostles without
these credentials were pronounced
lalse teachers and messeogers of Satan.
He showed clearly that Barnabas,
Silas, Timothy aud Tius were no:
official Apostles as were the twelve.
Christ was an Appostl: sent of God,
see Heb. ni. *.  No oae with the same
power wa. .upointed in His stead, nor
were there any Apostles appointed in
place of the twelve. No evidence that
auy oue but an Aposile imparted the
giit of the Holy Ghost by the laying
oo of bauds, From the feregoing he
argued two things—ibat the Mormon
Apostles are ucscripiural— that no
Lilder bad the power to communicate
the Holy Spirit. There is no com-
mand in the New Testament for one
man to put bis bands upon swvother in
order to communicate the gift of the
Holy Spirit.

The Apostie Paul, when he claimed
to be an Apostle found it necessary to
prove (1:t) that he bad been appointed
immediately by Jesus Christ. Not
by man nor through man; see Gal,
i. 4, (but the “ Lauwer day >aiots,” or
Mormong make Apostles).

(2) That he had mnot received the
gospel trom others but by direct reve-
lation. See Gal. i, 12,

(3) That- he had seen Christ after
bis resurrection, 1 Cor, ix. 1, 2,

(4) That he was inspired and infalli-
ble as a teacher, 1 Cor. xiv. 37.

(9) That the Lord had authenticated
his Apostleship, Gal. ii. 8.

(6) Toat the signs of an Apostle
were wrought by him, 2. Cor, xii. 12.

‘In his second speech Mr, MaclLean
pressed his opponent hard lor a de-
monstration ot the power he pretended
to possess—making clear what he
meant. by dewoostration.” Here he
showed what be would not regard as
miraculous,

(1) Not novelty else every new style

of bonnet is a miracle—every vew in- |

vention as the telegraph—telephone,
&c., and these latter are more like
miracles than aony thing that can be

perlormed by all the * latter” day

saints” in this community —their leader
included.

(2) Things which may seem strange
or to us unaccountable are not neces-
sarily miraculous—illustrated. My
neighbor's cows were found in wy
garden recently baving eaten up every
green thing. The fence was all up
and the gate shut—how théy got there
we caonnot tell, yet, for a moment, 1
do not suspect that the law ot gravia-
tion was either suspended or reversed
to raise those cows irom the road and
let them down ioto my garden. A
meteoric stone may fall from- the upyer
atmosphere—tis strange but,not mira-

.
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(3) Things very wonderful are not
necessarily miracles, a sick person may
bafle the skill of physicians and be
pronounced incurable — a Mormon
“ Elder ” performs and he recovers,
I have known such to recover without
the aid of the ** Elder.” A person
may seem dead—a Mormon “ Elder ”
performs and he comes to life—I have
seen that strange event without the
“Elder's” bhelp.

A lady of my acquaintance was sup-
posed to have been dead ; preparations
were being made for her burial, but
before she was buried she gave signs
of life, she has been married twice
since and is living to-night. He then
showed what would be matter for
serioas reflection (1) healing repeat-
edly—not one case, but case after case
in succession (2) creating a limb (3)
turing water into wine (4) raising the
dead (5) giving sight to the blind (a
man minus a finger and a blind man
were in the audience and the Elder’s
attention were called to them, but the
finger is still wanting and the blind
does not yet see,) He futher showed
why he demanded demonstration, (1)
The ** Elder’s” proposition iavites it,
(2) The proposition is for demonstration
and pot discussion—illustration, *¢ [
atlirm that a pressare equal to 5 Ibs” is
imparted to a Fairbanks’ scale by the
iaying on of my hands and also that all
the signs common in weighing this
amount follow and that all the move-
ments common in weighing are per-
for.oed by the scale on which my hands
are laid.” He showed the absurdity
of discussing a proposition of this
nature or proving it by telling how the
scale acted when hards were placed
upon it. Every one would ask for
demonstration. Be it observed that
the * Elder’s” proposition does not take
God into account at all! He claims as
much with reference to the Holy Spirit
as I do with reference to a pressure on
the scale, I will demonstrate, let him
do so or fail, as an impostor.

(3) We ask demoustration because
all are open to conviction and disposed
to afford the Elder the fullest oppor-
tunity to make grod his affirmation.
(4) because it is not probable that a
Mormon has ever performed a miracle
Joe Smith—the founder of Mormonism
—was marching towards Missouri.
His army was visited by the cholera,
then but just known in America. In
a few days twenty ol his company
died. Joe preached, prayed and
prophesied in vain. He first attempted
to cure it by “laying on of hands,”
but desisted with the remark, that
** when the Lord would destroy it was
vain for man to attempt to stay his
hand.” Because the * Elder,” in his
proposition seems to be prepared for
demonstration and this is a practical
age. (6) Because the Word of the
Lord warrants me in demanding dem-
onstration. Here be illustrated his
position from the 3 miracle working
eras— Moses— Flijah—John, Beloved
believe not every spirit but by the
Spirits ete,”

D. G. M.
Sackville, Sep. 1884,

The Maritime Baptist Book and Traet
Society,
104 GranviLLe St., HaLiFax

Dear Brothers and Sisters, workers in
the dunday School :

We have much pleasure in thus
publicly thapking you for past patron-
age, and as we are completing orders
for Lesson helps and periodicals for the
FOURTH QUARTER of this year 1384, we
beg to remind you that we aredprepared
to receive orders in advance for Sunday
School Lesson Helps and papers_for
1885. We are sometimes told that the
lesson papers are delayed in coming,
hence the school was disappointed &e.
This delay arises in many cases from an
improper knowledge of how and when
to order. Please allow us to suggest
how and when, and let it be a standing
rule in order to insure prompt returns.

Ist. How.—Let the Superintendent
or Secretary of the Sabbath School find
out how many Baptist Teachers, Lesson
Quarterlies, and Cards, are needed for
the year, beginning January lst and
ending December 31st; ascertain cost,
buy a Post Office Order, payable to the
Society or to its Secretary, mail it to the
Baptist Book and Tract Society, 104
Granville Street, Halifax, N, 8,

20d. Waen.—If your Sabbath School
is in good running condition, with a fu)l
and complete quantity of Teachers,
Quarterlies, &c*, and you do not want

apy delay when January of 1885 shall

{ WHOLE SERIES. }
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have come, then send us your orders
NOW, ar oxce, as soon as you read this.
(First come, first served.) So with S, 8.
Helps. The demand is very large. As
soon as we receive your order at the
Book Room an acknowlegement is made
to you, and the order is forwarded a
once for completion, and in a few days
the Helps are at hand. Should your
order not come to you within two weeks
from date of ordering, send a post card
at once to the Secretary, 104 Granville
Street, Halifax, N. 8.

Let your orders for Libraries snd
Periodicals be forwarded in the same
way, and remember that al profits of
the Book Room go to the Capital or
Benevolent Funds, as the Society shall
direct at the annual meeting.

Back numbers of Periodicals constante
ly in stock, and sold at reduced prices.
As you patronize the Society you help
to extend Buptist principles. This ean
be done in no other way so well.

Geo. A, McDoxaLp, Sec'y.

CAPITAL FUND ACCOUNT.

Osborn:—Rev P R Foster, $5.

Ozford—Wm Wood, $1; Wm Harper,
$1; H N Johnston, $1.

Little River—Levi Johnston, $5;

Thos M Johnston, $2.50 ; Herman Boss,
25¢ ; Humphy Terrace, $1.
River Hebert—Mrs Nelson Shiply, $2;
Wm Hays, $1; Thos Shiply, 25c.
Maccan—Edward Atkinson, $2 ; John

Harrison, 70c; Samuel Harrison, $1;
Isaac Harrison, $2.

Osborne—Leonard Chandler, $2.
Windsor—Henry C Dimock, $5.

Truro—Wm Cummings, $5; Mrs J A
Joslin, Elgin, $1 ; Mrs Jas Hubley, $l.

Correerion—In East Point, for Miss
Donald, read Miss Donald Fraser, $1.

Geo. A. McDoxavLp, Secy,

s Ziterary,

ViLLavova Sotaro. A Story of the
Vaudois, by Miss L. Bates. American
Baptist Pablication Society. Price,
$1.25.

The scene of this story is laid in the
valleys of Piedmont and in the moun-
tain beights by which they are enclosed.
The period is during the later years of
the sixteenth century, includiog the
year 1572, the era of the Massacre of
St. Bartholomew’s Eve,

The Count of Villanova Solaro was
one of the Vaundois, against whom the
hostility of the Papal persecutors was
especially directed. The story traces
the history of the family /rom the time
when, after the imprisonment of the
Count, they were compelled to forsake
their ancestral home, and flee to the
mountain heights, where, at Boudrina
and its vicinity, they were sheltered for
a season by their brethren of like faith.
At length the Count perished in
prison ; the Countess and ber youngest
son were slain by their persecators ; and
the two elder sons and the youngest
sister of the Count made their escape to
Geneva,

The work gives a very interesting
sketch of the life scenes of the bunted
Vaudois, and of the spirit that animated
them. They, and their Christian  life,
stand outin bold relief from the dark back-
ground of Papal superstition and cruelty.
As we look at them, we naturally recal
the words that the author of the Epistle
to the Hebrews applies to other suffer-

EN

ers for righteousness’ sake : “ Of whom
the world was not worthy.”
Picoba SuHADOWS ;  0R, STUDIES FROM

LIFE IN(CHINA. By Adele M. Fielde, of
Swatow,Chipa, an with introduction by

Joseph Cook. 16 new illustrations.
Cloth, 12 mo, on fine paper. Price,
postpaid, $1.00. Address W,

Corthell, Tremont Temple, Boston.

Chapters -as follows: The status
ot Woman ; Child-life in Cathay ; The
Extent of a Great Crime; Foot-binding;
Au Espousal; The lavisible Bride-
groom ; Habitations; The Inconvenience
of Heathenism; Spiritism; The Kit-
chen God; The Origin of a Fete ;
Woodea Judges ; The Stone Princess :
Baddbist Nuns; Loan Associations ;
Our Apothecary ; Ramblings ; Native
Female Evangelists, their Traiviog and
Work ; Biography of Liitle Gale;
Autobiograpby ot Aunt Luck; The
Bamboo Dragon; Gold-getier ; Keep-
sake ; Orchid loses Seven Tenths of
Her Sorrow ; Love's Purposes ; One
Night's Work: The Herb that grew on
a Pirate Island ; Tapestry ; Oat of the
Depths ; The Mists of Morning ; Light
at Hveotide ; The Familiar Spirit;
The Pillars of the Church at South
Spur ; Laoguage, Litarature, and
Folk-lore,




