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For the Christian Messenger,

Dear g-otha-,—
In looking over some old papers the
ther day, I came across the following
beautiful and touching lines, written on
slip of paper, in shorthand. 1 do not
know who the author was. But I am
sure all the lovers of piefy and poetry
among your readers will be edified by
their perusal,and so I have copied them
out for the Messenger.

8.T. R

Enoch walked with God.

To walk with God! ©) fellowship divine !

Man’s highest state on earth! Lord! be it
mine !

With Him may I a clese communion hold,

To Him the deep recesses of my heart
unfold,

Yes ! tell it all ; each weary care and grief,

Inte thy bosom pour, till there I find relief.

Oh! let me walk with thee ! Thou Mighty
One! ;

Lean on thy arm, and trust thy love alone !

With thee hold converse sweet; where e’er
1 go,

Thy smiles of love my highest bliss below,

With thee transact life’s business doing all,

‘With single aim for thee ! as thou dost call.

My évery comfort at thy hand receive,

My every talent to thy glery give;

Thy counse. seek in every trying hour,

In all my weakness trust thy mighty power
Oh may this high compani nship be mine !
And all my life by its reflection thine!

My, great, my wise, my never-failing

iend,

Whose love no change can know, no turn,
no end,

My Saviour-God! who gavest thy life for
me,

Let nothing come between my heart and
thee !

From thee no thought, no secret would 1
keep,

But on thy breast my tears of anguish weep.

My every wound to thee I take to heal,

For thou art touched with every pain I feel ;

O Friend of triends ! the Faithtul, Trueand
Tried !

In thee and thee alone I now confide !

Earth’s broken cisterns ! ah! they all have
proved,

Unsatisfying, vain, however loved !

The false have failed; the fondest, they
must go,

Oh ! thus it is with all we love below !

From things of earth, then let my heart be
free,

And find its bappiness, my Lord, in thee,

Thy Holy Spirit for m, Guide and Guest,

Whate'er my lot, I must be safe and olest.

Washed in thy blood; from all my guilt
made clean,

I in thy right-ousness alone am seen,

Thy nome my home ; Thy God and Father
mine,

Dead to the world, my life is hid with thine,

Earth highest honours fade betore my view,

Its pleasures—I can trample on them too,

With thee by faith I walk in crowds alone,

Making to thee my wants and wishes known,

Drawing from thee my daily strength in
prayer,

I find thine arm sustaining every where,

While through the clouds ot wee and sin
the lighs

Of coming glory shines more sweetly b.ight.

Be this my daily boast, my aim and end,

With thee to walk, Redeewer, God, and
Friend.

The Preacher’s Portrait,

BY W. H. PORTER,

————

Suggested by the recent death of
Rev. S. W. deBlois, D. D. for near 29
years pastor of Horton Chureh, and
successor of Rev. T, H. Harding, who
was pastor of the same church for 60
years— :

From life’s upland, looking either
way, toward the sunset and the dawn,
a8 an iocentive and an inspiration
to those coming, I have simply aimed
with borrowed colors, to fill up and
present that master sketch of a model
preacher Ece. xii. 9-11. “ Behold
the picture!”

First, and most promineantly, *stands
the preacher, messenger of truth, the
legate of the skies.”

And vext, his preaching, and the
effects of it,

“His theme divine. His office
sacred, his credentials clear.” No trace
is given of the preacher’s age, sige,
manoer, appearance, canonicals even ;
but of Ahimself, the outline is inimitable.

Kviden ly, the most important feature
in the miod of the delineator, was, his
wisdom.

“ The preacher was wise.”

But as the painer puis bimself—
though unconscivusly—as well as the
subject, i is picture, this is ~imply
what might belexpeced of one, who

| cious than rubies and all the things

riches, nor the life-of his enemies, but
uaderstandiog.” who said, “ Wisdom is
the principal thing. She is more pre-

thou canst desire, are not to be com-
pared unto her.”

It is “the principal thing " for any
oce ; but especially for him who is to
be “a guide of the blind, a light of
them who are indarkness, an instructor
of the foolish, a teacher of babes ;”
God's “ meesenger of truth” to erring
men,

“The preacher” was no *“blind
leader of the blind,” vainly expected
and endeavouring to *‘ read a book that
was sealed.” ** Because the preacher
was wise he still taught the people
koowledge.”

He “ spoke that which he did know,
and testified what he had seen.” He
“ neither received it of men, nor was
taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus
Christ.” “For the Lord giveth wisdom
and onderstanding.” And so, being
*“1aught of God,” he was** able to teach
others also ;” and *“ the people came to
hear the wisdom that God had put into
his heart.”

But in spite of the preacher’s wis-
dom, nay, in consequence of it, he was
A LEARNER.

He kept bearing fruit by continuing
to grow. It was not enough that he
had *‘ come to great estate, and had
gotten more wisdom than all they that
were before him ;” but he ** tncreased
—added thereto.” Hirschfelder. “a
wise man will hear, and will increase
learning ; and a man of understanding
shall attain noto wise counsels.”

“ He applied his heart to know, and
to search, and to find out wisdom.”
“ He gave good heed—an attentive ear.”
Lange,—*“ and sought out many pro-
verbs,—parables.” He *“ gave atten-
dance to reading.”” He *“ separated
bimself and intermeddled with all wis-
dom,” * giving himself wholly to it that
his profiting might ‘appear wunto all.”
* Comparing spiritual things with spirit-
ual,” he ‘“‘meditated therein,” till he
became “ wiser than his ememies, and
had more understanding than all his-
trachers.” Ard so while “skulls that
cannot teach, and will not learn.” were
restlessly ever on the wing, seeking
new fields for their scaot seed,
“He ne'er had changed, nor wished
to change his place,”’ but like the “ scribe
instructed unto the kingdom of heaven,
be brought forth out of his treasure
things new and old,” and “ continued
to teach the people knowledge.” But
not without close application and

SEVERE LABOR

did the preacher keep in advance of
the times, and still continwe to teach
the people knowledge.”

* He gave good heed, and sought out
many proverbs.” He quarried in the
wives, and dug in the fields of truth;
He sought for wisdom, “ as for silver ;
and searched for.it, as for hid treasure.”
He * cried after knowledge, and lifted
up his voice for understandiog:” and
searched the scripture.” saying, *“open
thou mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of thy law.” He
‘“set his heart to understand, and to
chasten himself before God ; seeking by
prayer and snpplication,” to know the
verities of which he spoke,

He gave himself, like the Apostles
“continually to prayer and to the mio-
istry of the word,” and so, like Apollos,
became “ mighty in the scriptures:”
“an able minister of the New Testa-
ment, not of the letter, bat of the spirit,”
“ pot in word cnly, but in power, and
in the Holy Ghost, and in much assur-
ance,”

And such becomes an *“ ambassador
for Christ,” God’s messenger of truth
to men. “ For the priest’s lips should
keep knowledge, and they should seek
the law at bis mouth: for he is the
messenger of the Lord of hosts,” And
thus he says, “ I will give you pastors
according to mine heart, who shall feed
you withknowledge and understanding.”
* Take heed therefore unto yourselves,
and to all the flock, over which the
Holy Ghost hatk: made you overseers ;
to feed the church of God which he hath
purchased with his own blood.”

“Come as a teacher sent from God,
Charged his whole counsel to declare.
Li't o’er our ranks the prophet’s rod
Upheld by power divine and prayer.”

But “ not of constraint, or of necessi-
ty,” but

WILLINGLY,

¢ msked for Biwbelf neither long life, nor

and be spent for the people.” He even
gloried in the privilege ; and “ magni-
fled his office.”” “ He thanked Christ
Jesus in that be had counted him faith-
ful, putting him into the ministry.”
Not for his own glory, gain, or delecta-
tion, did he apply himself to understand
and to “ teach the people knowledge.”
“ Far other aims his heart had learned to
lomomtorﬂu the wretched than to
m”

“ Woe to the shepherds who feed
themselves. Should not the shepherd
feed the flocks.” ‘

And so while others were seeking
their own aggrandizement or gratifica-
tion, he could “ endure all things for the
elect’s sake.” ¢« Being aflectionately
desirous of them, he was willing to im-
part unto them, not the gospel of God
only, but also his own soul because they
were dear unto him.” He could even
“ wish himself accursed from Christ for
his brethren,” and to be made all things
to all. men, that he might by all means
save some,”

‘“ He loved his charge : no wealth could dare
With its most priceless worth to vie.

Suns, systems, worlds, how mean they are,
Compared with souls that cannot die.” -

They were his “joy and crown.”
They might have instructors, but he was
a father., And so with a patience and
perseverance, born of love, “he con-
tinued-to teach the people knowledge.”

And that too, with

HEROIC COURAGE,

Undauaoted by opposition, passion, or
prejudice, such as would have made an
Elijab wish that he might die; or a
Jeremiah say. * I will not make men-
tion of him, nor speak any more in his
name,” he could say, “none of these
things move me.” “ Whether men
would hear, or whether they.would for-
bear,” he ¢ kept back nothiog that was
profitable to them,” and “shunned not
to declare unto them all the counsel of
God.” “The love of Clrist constrained”’
him, like Cicero for the Republie, or
like Paul for the Saviour, he could say
“ I am ready, not to be bound only, but
to die for the name of the Lord Jesus.”

And so he was

PERSEVERING,

Not easily discouraged by present, par-
tial, or apparent failore. While others
were relinquishing * hard fields,” and
despondently saying: “ I have labored
in vain, and epent my strength for
naught,” he was *‘ patient, in meekness
instructing those that oppesed them-
selves : if God peradventure  would
give them repentance to the acknow-
ledging of the trutb.” “]In the morn
ing sowing his seed, and in the evening
withholding not his hand ; knowing not
whether should prosper either this or
that, or whether they both should be
abke good.” Like “ the busbandman,
waiting for the precious fruit of the
earth, having long patience for it, until
he received the early and the latter
rain”  And so * he continued to tesch
the people knowledge.” Bat not with
mere patience and perseverance only,
but with confidence and hope. He * so
run, not as uncertainly.” He believed
in God, and in his promises ; that, *“*he
that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing
precious seed, shall doubtless come
agaio with rejoicing,bringing bis sheaves
with bim.” That God’s “ word shall
Bot return unto him void, but it shall
accomplish that which he bas pleased,
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
he bhassent it.” And so * he continued
to teach the people knowledge,” con-

fident that “ in due season he should
reap if he fainted not.”

But the preacher exercised
SKILL AND INGENUITY
in “ rightly dividing the word of life.”
“ He sought out, and set in order many
parsbles.” He 80 arranged and mar-
shalled his living thoughts, bis * gath-
ered seotences,” as to make them as
clear, and telling as possible, He
“wrote the vision, and made it plain,
that he might run that readeth it.”
He uttered truth
~*“in language plain ;
—and much impressed
Himself, as conscious of his awful charge,

And anxious mainly that the flock he feeds
May feel it too.”

“ Commending himselt to every man’s
conscience in the sight of God.” But
the preagher took equal pains to make
his teaching

ATTRACTIVE AND INTERESTING,

“ He sought to find out acceptable

Yea, “ very gladly would he spend

words :"—to clothe and preseot his

parables in the most attfactive and
interestiog manner possible. He was
“ufito thet as & very lovely song of
one that hath a pleasant voice, and can
play well on an instrument.”
“ And, as a bird each fond endearment tries
To tempt its mew fledged offspring to the
skies, 4
He tried each art, reproved each dull delay,
Allured to brighter worlds and led the way.”

" Yet, “not with enticing words of
man’s wisdom, or with philosophy and
vain deceit :"* avoiding profane and vain
babblings, and oppositions of science,
falsely so called; hy gave * sound
speech that could not be condemned.”
He was “in doctrine

UNCORRUPT.”

“ That which he wrote was upright,
even words of truth.,” “Not as many
who corrupt the word of God,” or
“handle it deceitfully,” * giving heed
to fables that turn from the truth :” the
preacher “ heard the word from God's

mouth and gave the people warning
from him.” * Warning every man, and
teaching every man in all wisdom, that
he might present every man perfect in
Christ Jesus.” ¢ Knowing the terror
of the Lord, he persuaded men,” and
besought them in Christ’s stead to be
reconciled to God.” “ Holding fast
the form of sound words,” he “exhorted,
reproved and admonished, with all long
suffering and doctrine.”

“ Unpracticed he to fame or seek for power,

By doctrines fashioned to the passing hour.”

“By him the violated law spoke out its
thunders,

And by him, in sirains as sweet as angels
use,

The gospel whispered peace.”

And how easy from the character of
the man, to learn

THE CHARACTER OF HIS PREACHING.

How tnstructive, and profitable. How
earnest and persuasive. How clear and
forcible. How attractive aud interesting.
How Aonest and faithful. And above
all bow effective. |

“Truth from his lips prevailed with double
sway,

And fools who came to scoff, remained to
pray.”

“The words of the wise are as
goads:” “like piercing goads their
gatbered sentences.” Lange. “Sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit,”” pricking men in the heart,
and causing them to ery out, Men and
brethren, what shall we do.” His
preachjng proved the power of God
unfo salvation.” And so he could say,

* Our gospel came not unto you in word
only, but also in power.” ’

‘““ At his control
Dispair and anguish fled the struggling soul.
Comfort came down the sinking heart to
raise,
And his last trembling sccents whispered
praise.”

But ot to impel from sin to safety,
merely, were the preacher’s “sentences”
uttered, but to urge the saved to greater
spiritual speed and service. To inspire
and stimulate the Christian raoks to
greater zeal and activity, Thas the
preacher gave to the people line upon
line ;" affirming those things confident.-
ly, to the end, that they who had

believed in God might be careful to
maintain good works.” But not saying
*go!” to ‘the people, and “ binding
heavy burdens upon men’s shoulders,
that he would not lift with one of his
fingers ;" but * come ye, and let us walk
in the light of the Lord.” * Follow
we, as | follow Christ.” * That which
we have seen and heard, declare we
unto you, that ye also may have fellow
ship with us, and truly our fellowship
is with the Father, and with his Son
Jesu« Christ,”

And so the preaching was strength-
eniog 10 the people, “ L ke nails fast-
eoed” in the spiritual builting, * eon-
firming the souls of the disciples:’
drawing and binding them more closely
and firmly together, and to the sure
toundation, the *one Shepherd.”

A.d thus wheo Christ “ ascended up
on high, he gave some—pastors and
teachers,—for the perfecting of the
saints, for the edifying of the body of
Chrnst. Till we all come into the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of the
fuloess of Christ.”” And so, as we take
& partiog glance at ** the prescher,”
* how beautiful upon the mountains are
the feet of bim that brin;eth good
tidings, that publisheth peace.” “ Stand-
i[::g and feeding in the strength of the

ord.”

* He stablishes the strong, restores the weak,
Reclaims the wanderer, biuds the broken

heart,
And armed himself with panoply complete.
Of heavenly temper, furnisi.es with arms
Bright as his own, and trains by every rule

Of holy discipline to glorious ws

The sacramenial host of God’s elect.”

Th‘j_ﬁ”r '
_There are some tlnnén’.ht exert an
immense power in the world without
seeming to have anything in themselves
to warrant it. The effect seems wholly
disproportionate to the cause. We see
changes wrought in people’s plans and
cooduct, important enough to have
sprung from some weighty reason ; and
when we trace them back, we find them
produced by something so petty and
trivial, that we can hardly realize the
connection. Such aninfluence in human
life is the sneer. In itself it is insigni-
ficantand worthless, It has in it nei-
ther argument nor reason ; it appeals
neither to the authority of long-tried
usage, nor to the conviction of a new-
found truth. It contains neither dignity
sincerity, nor sympathy. It is fonoded
on no serious regard for right conduct,
nor righteous displeasure against mis-
doing. It is, indeed, utterly destitute
of a single benevolent emotion or kind-
ly d:sire.

The Doctrine of the New Birth.

BY THE REV. J. HUNT COOKE

The first lesson given by the Great
Teacher cannot but be highly impor-
tant. It was at Jerusalem. A certain
magistrate came to Him for instruction.
He came by night. This might have
been because the Rabbis thought night
was the best time to study the law. It
might have been from fear of men. It
can hardly be a figurative expression,
revealing the benighted state of Nico-
demus (as Hengstenberg suggests). It
possibly showed promptitude in embrac-
ing the earliest opportunity(as Lyra
intimates). It might have been to
teach, ¢There is no time at which He
does not receive’ (as Bengel says). It
may indicate the full occupation of our
Lord during ‘he day. 1Itsurely teaches
that there was full time for the consid-
eration of the business. Here, then,
was the Teacher sent from God. And
bhere was a candid, devout, cultured
gentleman seeking His instruction.
Our attention ought to be intense. The
first lesson was, * Except a man be born
aguin, he cannot see the Kingdom of
God.” In order that there might be noﬁ
mistake, the truth is re-asserted in simi-
lar words. And yet a third time, with
personal application, * Ye must be born
agnin.’

This truth takes a promioent posi-
tion in the sublime pretace to the fourth
Gospel. Thesons of God are stated to
have been born—not of blood, which is
.Esublishmeniarianism; not of the will
of the flesh, which is Rationalism; not
ol the will of man, which is Sacramen-
tarianism—but of God. And the truth
which lays the axe at the root of these
three forms of error is the true doctrine
of conversion,

Is this truth kept in the foreground
of the modern pulpit 7 It is not asseit-
ed in the Articles of the Church of Eng-
land. It is expressly abrogated by the
Christening Litargy. The tendency
of modern thought is antagonistic. Do
our E . angelical ministers assert this as
uncompromisingly as our Lord did to
Nicodemus? There is-a widespread
complaint of fewness of conversions.
Cao this be traced to a feeble faith in
the necessity of the new birth, and
heoce a less ardent proclamation ?

Recently in one of our worldly papers
there was a criticism on a living preach-
er whose mivistry is siogularly blessed
with conversions. The writer quoted
what be considered a peculiarity. The
minister addressed his congregation as
though he thought it consisted of two
classes, and but two. The one lost, the
other saved. This line of demarcation
is not in accordance with modern taste.
The writer thought it effective. We
ask, is it right? Ought devout, cultur-
ed people, living clean and respectable
lives. to be clasied with drunken sots
as lost souls ? Is it right to preach the
same doctrine to a religions, church-
going lady, as to her impertinent, fool.
ish servan' 7 Is it really true that de-
cent people in this nineteenth Christian
century ought to be told, Ye must be
born again?

There never was a time when the
bold declaration of the Secripture teach-
ing was more needed. Men are either
io Christ or out of Christ. If out of
Christ there is vo difference, The more
men resemble Nicodemus the clearer
to them what

reason “for  preachi
Christ preached to.n&ioodenu. For
dealing with respectable and candid en-

.

quirers there is a clear example, Tn |
imitating Jesus Christ a8 a teacher, j
is not to low people alone, but to the

geniry as well, that the necessity of

conversion mus’ be brought home,
Now, as in every age, there are Spirit.

led men who fully recognise this trat
and act upon it. But there is waverin
in some directions, The right weapon

to deal with modern doubt is ancient
faith. The true preacher is a herald
with whom it is of the first importance

to clearly and unhesitatingly proclaim

a message. The acceptability of ita

contents is a sccondary consideration to
the faithfulness of its anoouncement.

The more modern society rebels, the -'
fuller must be the pulpit proclamation |
to all men, ¢ Ye must be born ‘again,’ |

The more eager ministers are for cone
verting, the more eager should they be
to proclaim to all the absolute necess-
ity of conversion for entrance into, even
fé;;be right vision of, the Kingdom of

Reader, let no man ever delude you

into supposing that you can be happy
in this world without repentance. Oh,

no! You may laugh and dance, and

go upon Sundays in excursion trains,

and crack good jokes, and sing good
songs, and say, ¢ Cheer, boys, cheer!'
a0d * There's a good time coming ;* but

all this is no proof that you are happy.
8o long as you do not quarrel with sin

you will never.be truly happy.

——

Govvespondence,

For the Christian Messenger,
The Benefits of Infant Baptism.

DR. VAN DYKE ON THR TRAINING OF INFANT
CHRISTIANS, :

If Dr. Van Dyke expounds the Cone |

fession of Faith correct'y,that document

is not acted upon by any Presbyterian
Church with which T am acquainted, If

his theory were curried out the practical
consequences would be of the gravest
charac'er. He thus states his views on
the proper training of the young :

“The two theories of the Church and
of the Sacraments we have endeavored
to expound. lie at the base of two
entirely different schemes of Christian
educ:tion ; different uot oaly in their
posilive precepts, but in their pervading
spirit, and in the atmosphere they
create in the homes where the pre-

vail. Toe aims of the two sc emes
are radically distinet. ,

According | to .
the one, parents have a cuild of Bﬂh o
a fallen and unregenerate being, prone

to all evil, and neipuble of all good, to
restrain, to instruct, and t» pray over,
in the hope that it will one day be
converted and made fit to join the
churech According o the other scheme,
the child is a fellow-memb-r with the
paren's in the church of Christ, a
participmt wi h themn in the covenant
of gra e u jiint heir with them to the
same covenant promi-es, a ¢ il i of God,
whom He has committed ‘o them to be
nursed for him. The r fl x influence of
the aim pursued will determine the
whole educitio al p.oce s The under-
lying ex wetwion f tne p.rent will
inevita'ly impress itself upon the
caaracter of the chill, Any attempt
to treat our chil iren i~consistently with
ouar inmo-t views #s to their moral tate
and their r-1 tion 10 G, wli betray
and deleat iiself in a thousand uscon-
scions ways And the effec
self-betr.y.l wili be not only » fiilure to
attain our specific en s, bt an impres-
sior on the mi- d of the child that both
we and our religion a e a jretense and
a sham. Dr, Bushnel'. in nis admirable
book om “Cuiisii.n Nurture,” does not
put the case a whit tw stongly when
he says: ‘ it 18 the verv cuarscter and
mark of all unchristian education, to
train up a child for future conversion.”
And he i« no less eorrect when he adds,
“The true iles of Christian eiucation
is that a cuild is to grow up a Christian,
and never to konow himself as bein
otherwise.” Tuese opposite sims wiﬁ
not only control the hopes of parents,
and the iustru ‘tions thr ugn wuich they
serk t» ke reviz:d, but they will make
themselves lelt w th peculiar power in
our trea'me-nt of chil iren's faults, It
mu-t make a vast dffence in our
discipline whether we regard their
shortcomings and misdongs as the
lingering rem+ins of sin in a young
Chri-tian, or as the living seeis of all
evil in one who is »ull ia the gall of
bittern-s« and the bonds of iniquity,
The telling ot experiences, 1ne fixing
of the time, the discove y of the causes,
and the description of the process of
conversion, hsve become 10 a lar
éx ent »yuonymous in the mind of the
chuch with the tests of piety and the
evidences of Curistian ¢ war+ct-r; while
the value or even tne powibility of a
true Christi m «xperience running back
into spri: gs that are hidden and divine,
gradually deveioped like a grain of
mustard seed,under the stea iy influence
of Chiistian euliure, -n i elu ting by its
very depth and pervading power all
att»mpts o fix its times and s- or
descrive ‘the wucce-sive stages of its
growth, is ignored, undervalued, and
even condemned us unevangeiicsl, Our
chil iren a e afraid to claim their birth-
right privilege , becau-e they have no
experiences to tell, and can give no
::«‘.,-o‘::nt of |goirh conversion, . Instead
ng t.ught that 1aey already be
to the chuuﬁ:, and Malyd/ they ’kumm
ritis their privi ege w come 10
bis table as 8010 as they understand the
meaning of the ordinance, 1 hear
the chaig-s 1ung about being con-
veried and joiving the chu ch; and
getting their'ideas of conversion frem
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