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church, the ‘Interior’ thinks. And
this because, as it says, while drink
gambling and
abound many a congregation practically
forbids its pas‘or to attack the domin-
ant sins. To say anything about ‘‘that

and licentiousness

woman Jezebel” by name would not be
tolerated for an One may
preach temperance sermons—and in
no war may one fire oftener in the air
than in preaching a ‘‘temperance ser-
mon,” but woe unto the pastor who
speaks plainly upon the conductof the
wrong-doers, and those who abet
them, in his own community. It is
not easy for a preacher to blaze away
at corruption in the community with-
out hitting somebody in the pews ;
and then, he knows right well, his

instant.

deacons or other leading members, as
they are called, will be down on him,
and probably want to put him out.
And because he does not want to go
out, he steers clear of speaking the
truth that may offend, even though
every finterest of the community and
the welfare of many endangered souls
cry out for faithful preaching.It never
hurts anybody to fire at sin at long
range; but the moment a preacher hits
the grog-shop and the other iniquitous
concerns in his own community he
must look out for severe criticism and
¢ven more serious trouble, for the
keepers of these places have friends in

This is Empire Day. and is
being duly celebrated by the public
shools.

g To-morrow (Thursday)is the Queen’s
birthday. In every of the
British Empire she will be thought of

part
with thankfulness and joy. Unnum-
vered hearts and voices will sing the
prayer :

God bless our gracious Queen,

Long live oar noble Queen,

God save our Queen.

The Argentine Republic is
gradually freeing itself from Roman
Catholic nomination. The proces®
is, necessarily, slow, but progress is
being made.

The net gain tor all religious
bodies in the United States last year
was only about one and one-third per
cent—a not very encouraging showing.

The Twentieth century
Thanksgiving Fund being raised by
the Methodist Church in Canada, has
reached $800,000. They will probably
reach the million mark.

It is a great thing for the
christian pulpit to have a man in it—a
real man, who thinks for himself and
says what he thinks; who believes
something and is not afraid to declare
it ; who fears God and seeks to please
Him, rather than bow to men for the

sake of their favour.

The “Ram s Hor.' continues
to make war on Dowie, whom it calls
“the prince of charlatans.” His in-
conie has been very large, but is now
believed to have fallen off considerably
It
strange that so many people allow
themselves tobeduped by such fellows.

since he has been shown up. 18

Because the South African
States, now in rebellion, choese to
call themselves republics, many United
States people think they ~ust regard
them as struggling for liverty against
a powerful tyrant. A little investiga-
tion, such as may be made by a care-
ful and unbiased reading of fairly con-
ducted newspapers, would show any
of them who want to know the truth
that Britain, not Kruger, stands in
this case, as always, for liberty.

The use ofclap-trap methods
in the endeavour to secure attendance
at churches deserves the severest con-
demnation. The advertising of sensa-
says Dr. Parkhurst,
does not hold the people, but it does

cheapen the pulpit and sets the house

tional topies,

of God in the same row with the dry
goods stores, millinery shops and other
institutions that put big headlines in
the newspapers and flaming placards
in the front windows. Ninety people
out of a hundred would respect God’s
house if they were sure that it is God's
house more than it is man’s.’

————

Tie reason for the small
increase in the membership of several
christian bodies, according Dr.
Carroll, the Church statistician,is that
“‘the pulpit does not

to

put sufficient
emphasis on the necessity and condi-
tions of areligious life.” He explains
that he does not mean that the modern
pulpit does not exhort men to be saved,
but that not enough emphasis is laid
on the necessity of repentance, faith,
regeneration, ‘Ye must be born again.’
Almost nothing is said as to the fate
of those who are not born again. How
seldom do we hear the warning ‘Flee
from the wrath to come.’ It is the
dread and dreadful background of the
Gospel pictureand cannot be neglected.’

Not only mcere grace, but
more courage, is a pressing need of the

the pews who resent any reflection on
them. Be gentle ; keep the peace ; do
not offend anybody, seems to be the
policy of not a few churches, especially
in cities, where greatevils most abound.
It is a wicked policy. '

DISTRICT MEETINGS.

The first f the District Meetings of
1900 is nesr st hand—tbhat of the
Second District which wili be held on
Saturday, June 16:h. The others will
fellow in quick succession, as au-
nounced on snother page. Two or
three things need, perhaps. to be said
lest they be forgoiten. The District
Meetiog is an importamt part of the
denomination:] system.. To it the
churches send reports and representa-
tives. The reports are expected to set
furth information as to the condition of
the churches in every respect, to show
the gatus or losses, as the case may be,
and to reveal whatever need may exis',
The celegates sre expected to be able
to give apy additional iuformation
about their churchee that may be
needed, and to belp to an under-
standing of anythiog in the repor »,
or lackivg in them, which may not be
clear. The report form has |lanks
for nearly everything which a District
meeting may desire to know. The
brethren having charge of “he prepara-
tion of the reports should endeavour
to not only auswer every question
acked, but to supply other facts which
the District meetings should know.
Every church should report. And
where there is a pastorless church
likely to neglect making report, the
pastor of some nearby church will be
doing s good service if he will visit
that church and encourage the brethren
to report and, also, be representcd by
delegates at the District meeting.

As to delegates, they are quite as
important as the report:. Besides
doing what is sugges'ed above in sup-
plementing or explaining reporte,
they are to give careful ccnsideraticn |
to the state of the cause as shown by
the reports, and to determine upon
what is neceseary to remedy d.fecis
remove weaknesses, and ' to give
strength and efficiency to the work
generally. Brethren who can and
will do these things should be chcsen.
And those chosen ethould attend and
remain to the end,devoting themselves
to the important work entrusted to
them.

The conference fend should be
gathered in each church in time to be
forwarded to the Treasurer of the
District at the annoal meetiffg. Home
and Foreign misslon money, too, and
contributions to the Ministers' Relief
Fund and the Students’ Fund, should
be reported to District Meeting. If
the brethren will give attentiom to
these and like things the reports will
pressnt a much more satisfactory state
of things than has been sometimes.
There have been marked improvements
but let us make etill other improve-
ments.

We would not forget to suggest that
in all the chorches prayer be offered
for District Meetings—that they may
be blessed with the Divine presence,
and be seasons of quickening and
saving power. However well conduc-
ted a meeting may be in every other
respect, if it be nct an occasion of
spiritual influence, and & centre from
which such Ivfluence shall go out to
all the cburches, it has failed of iy
chief purpose. Let us all pray that in
the meetings of this year there be re-
freshing from the presence of the
Lord.

SeveNTEEN — Since the last general
election seventeen members of the

Canadisn House of Commons have
died.

: THE FAMINE.

The condition of the famine-stricken
The need

is not only quite as great as it ever

region has not improved.

has been, but is, apparently, increas-
ing. Lord Curzon, replying a few
days ago to an inquiry, said,— *‘So far
from no more funds being. needed,
every dollar is of service in saving life.
We have five and three-quarter mil-
in relief. Many in extreme
destitution. All help gladly received.

All accounts agree that it is the
wide-spread and distressing
famine that has visited the  country
during the century. A member of the
Viceregal Council, Mr. Smeaton, who
has recently travelled, as special com-
missioner, through Central and West-
ern India, which are the parts nost
affected, reports that the condition of
the country is much worse than he had
For hundreds of miles
not a single stalk of corn or even dry
stubble is to be seen, nor yet a blade
of green pasture.

lions

maost

anticipated.

There is no water
except in the larger rivers and streams.
The deepest tanks and reservoirs which
have never before been known to run
dry, are now as dry as a rock. The
whole country is one vast, bare, brown,
lonely desert. The cattle are dying
by The Government
officials are doing great things, but
There

are five millions and a-half of human

thousands.
cannot achieve impossibilities,

beings working on relief works for a
wage that barely sustains life. There
are thousands who prefer to stay in
their homes and die, He says he has
witnessed two famines, but this is by
far the most severe of the century.
The missionaries’ reports are fuller in
but tell the
story of death and desolation.

horrible
l]l&l)

is needed on the largest scale for those

details, same

whose caste prevents them from seeking
Government relief, for the sick. for
clothing the destitute,
orphans &ec.

for housing

The contributions to the relief fund
are generous and general—many lands
sharing in the good work. It has been
intimated in some quarters that the
British mind being so much occupied
with the South African affair, and the
British pocket being so much taxed by
the war and the things incident to it,
that India is not receiving so much
attention as it should have. No gov-
ernment ever did, nor ever can, put
forth more stupendous-efforts in behalf
of a suffering people than the British
is putting forth in behalf of the famine
stricken in India. The New York
Tribune gives an idea of the tadk in
hand. {
In the old days, before British rule
was set up in India, the problem would
have been much more easily solved
than now. The people would .have
been permitted to die like so many
flies in a frost. That was what used
to happen periodically under native
rule. Thus, in the famine of 1769,
fully three million people perished,
wnd that was by no means a record-
breaking famine. But the let-dlone
policy is not approved by the present
government. It is considered now a
reproach to the rulers of India that any
of its people should die of famine, and
so whenever unfavorable weather
makes food scarce, and the inhabitants
begin to starve, the treasury is opened
for their relief, at risk of a deficit in
the next budget. It is, however, not
the policy of the government to give
alms. Instead it undertakes
public works, and thus gives the
famine-stricken people employment at
fair wages and enables them to buy
food. Obviously that is the better
way, for it docs not pauperize the
people, and it gives the government
some return for its money-—generally
& return which in itself is calculated to
diminish future dangers of famine
Road-building and canal-building are
the staple oecupation in famine years.
Tens of thousands of miles of fine roads
have been constructed as relief works.
So far as possible. these are metaled,
But if
metal be not available, the roads are
still built in temporary form, on the
principle that even half-useless work
is better than alms. Even better than
roads are the canals, perhaps the
greatest material blessings that have
been bestowed upon India. A few
years ago the whole vast region be-
tween the Ravi and the Chenab Rivers
from Lahore to Multan, was a desert,
the few wretched inhabitants of which
maintained a precarious existence by
feeding upon rats, insects and oflal.
To-day its large population is prosper-
ous among some of the finest wheat
fields in the world. The change has
been effected by the construction of
canals for irrigation. And what has
been done there has been done in a
hundred other districts, Within the
last three months the Indian govern-
ment has spent more than $10,000. 000
upon relief works, and it will doubt-
less have to spend millions more before
the famine is past. Despite that,
mny natives are perishing, but that
15 through their own fault or folly.

vast

and thus made permanent.

Work at living wages is offered to all.
But there are those who refuse it, and,
with the blind fatalism of their race,
lie down in the dust and die. To com-
bat and to overcome that spirit is by
no means the least part of the ‘white
man’s burden’ which is borne by the
rulers of India. When famine came to
our fathers they died. How are we
better than they that we should doé
likewise ? So says the ryot in his
blindness. But even he is learning,
little by little. At worst he is now
passive, not violently resistant to pro-
gress, while at best he appreciates the
value of civilization and actually puts
himself in line with it.

But, we repeat, with all the gov-
ernment has done and can, and in
addition to the large contributions
already made much, very much, more
is needed. and will be for a long time,
to save tens of thousands of our fel
low creatures from starvation. ‘‘Freely
ye have received, freely give.”

—— e P ——

Porrricar News. — The electi n
campaign in British Columbia waxes
warm,

W W. B. Mclones, M. P. for
Nansimo, B C., sent his formal re-
sigoation to O.tawa on Tuesday «f
last week, to take eff:ct as soon as
received. He is to rup for the loca!
Legislature of the Pacific Province,
a8 atuvppcrter «f Mr. Mariin., Hels
a son of the Governor of the Province.

S r Chas. Hibbert Tapper, A. C.
Bell, M. P, and Hon. N. Clark Wal-
lace will spesk at Westville, N, 8.
on Tharsday of this week.

In Yarmouth.—F. Stoneman, mayor
of Yarmouth was elected by acclama.
t'on last Tuesday for the vacant seat in
the local legislatare.

It is reported from Charlottetown.
P.E I. that Mr. Wise, who was
r moved from his seat in the Legis-
la‘ure has had writs issued sgainet
Mr. Cummiskey, Speaker of the
leglarure; Mr. Hooper, Sergeant-at
arms, snd Mr. Elliott, doorkeeper,
for removing him from hls seav and
confinnig him ia the speaker’s room.

The prty papers are exhorting their
people to get resdy for the gener-
»1 elvction, which is probably not far
off.

R N —

Tue U N.B.— The c-nteunia’ of the
University »i1ll ve c. lebrated next
week. A three days (Msy 29 31)
programme has been arranged, whi:h
promises mauy things of interest.
A number of prominent educstionists
bave signifi-d their intention «f being
present. There will be addresses, a
proeession if the weather is favorable,
the conferring of honorary degrees, a
recep'ion, an ‘‘At Home,” a dinner
&e., &e. The encoeaial exerc ses « f
the college will be on Monday even.
ivg. There is a graduating class of
twelve. Thne oration on behalf of the
Alumni Socie'y will be delivered by
Hon G. E. Fister. :

et~ Qs s

(ENEROUS, — A mon the contri-
butors to the fand for the relief of the
Ottawa-Hull fire sufferers was a con-
vict in the Kingeton Penitentiary. He
sent $5 00, and expressed regret that
he c.uld not send more.

ey, ym—

IN Paris - Evangelistic services ara
to be held during the Paris Exbibition
1o two leadit g centres. The work hss
been promoted by the Society of
Friends and the M'All Mission, and
w''] be cordocted en the lines of the
Evangelical Al'iance.

L SR S —
GENERAL RELIGIOUS NEWS

—There are somethiog over 2 000
members connected with the twenty-
five Baptist mi:sion churchesin France.
Over 200 have been baptized in con-
nection with the work in these
churches during the past year,

—The monster convention of the
Society of Christian Endesvour is to
be held at the Alexaodra Palace from
Ju'y 14th to Jaly 20 h. Preparations
are being made for an attendance of
40 0C0, of whom at least 5,000 are ex-
pec’ed from America. Australia will
also be largely represented.

—The Presbyterian Church of
Cavada has a very prosperous work
among the French Canadians, There
are 36 mission helds with 95 preaching
stations, cccupied by 29 rrdained mis-
sionariesand licentiates, 17 colporteurs
and 18 teachers. The average Sabh-
bath attendance last year was 2 314,
from over 1,000 families.

oo SR —

A religious census of Philadelphia
hae been taken by Christisn workers
Among 253 168 visited, there were but
62 Christian Scientists, 93 Spiritoal-
its, and 22 Athelsts acd Agnos-
tics. The following are the only
denominations that have more
than 10,000 members : Episcopal
Methoais ts, 38,4561; Episcopal, 25,953;
Dresbyterian, 26 595; Baptists, 25 .
187; Lutheran, 17,827 'There were
67,045 Catholics.

~—The natives of the Samoan island
of Tutulia, which has fallen to the
United States in the partition with
Germany, are all sald to be deveut
Christians. Wher visited by the
! American shipe, not cne of them would
be induced to come on board on Son-
d+y, but a'l went to church. They
mizht well send m'ssionaries to Ameri-
ca to teach the people Sabbath obsery-
ance.

! there.

NOTES ON GURRENT EVENTS
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SIBERIA.

For several generations Siberia has

 been the home’ of Russian exiles,

There are now about 300,000 of them
Many of those sent there were
real criminals; but many others who
were guilty of no crime, and who were
not even given a chance te show their
innocence of the things of which they
were suspected, have marched their
weary journey into Siberian exile.
But now Siberian exile is to be abol-
ished. Perhaps a humane sentiment
has something to do with the new
order; but business is, probably, the
chief consideration. Thetrans-Siberian
railway is nearing completion. It
cannot be.maintained solely for strate-
gic purposes. - There must be traffic
to keep it up. To have sufficient
business there must be population—
industrious, enterprising population.
With Siberia still a penal region, the
right kind of men could not be induced

to settle there.
*

Price or PAPER.

*

The price of news paper has gone
up fifty to sixty per cent. The de-
struction of the great paper making
establishments made the Canadian
supply unequal to the demand. The
United States paper combine at once
advanced their prices. Already some
Canadian papers—three Ottawa ones,
for instance — have increased their
prices sufficiently to meet the increased
cost of production. The competition
18 so sharp, and the margin so small,
that a very slight increase in the cost
of material and work subjects publish-

ers to loss.
% »

He Neeps To INVESTIGATE.

Lord Salisbury is not in favor of
strict temperance legislation. Like
many another who knows a great many
things, he has, evidently, neglected
giving- careful consideration to the
liquor traffic problem, and, therefore,
speaks foolishly when he essays to
deal with the subject. Speaking on
the report of a Comumission which had
been investigating the question, and
which made a number of recommenda-
tions with a view to restrict the traffic,
the Premier declared himself against
the proposed restrictions. He believes
in Sunday beer selling, saying, *I
don’t drink beer myself, but if I did I
should want it as much on Sunday as
on any other day.” He thought it
would be a cruel thing to interfere
with liquor selling on steamers, lest
sea-sick people might be deprived of
the relief which he thinks a glass of
grog affords. These are samples of his
“arguments.” They show that he nas
given little or no thought to the ques-
tion. On the motion to which he was
speaking, in the House of Lords, the
government had only three majority,
which may set Lord Salisbury wonder-
ing why so many men take a view so
different from his, and move him to
investigate the subject a little. Tem-
perance sentiment is growing in Brit-
ain, and neither Liords nor Commons
can prevent its still more rapid growth.

& e
CaprraL PUNISHMENT.

The advocates of the abolition of
the death penalty are making headway
in Massachusetts. = Last year the vote
in the Legislature was strongly against
abolition. Last week a bill favouring
abolition came near dividing the Legis-
lature equally—84 for the bill, 86
against it. - The promoters of the
weasure think that by another year
they will have a majority.

*
TaeEY SWoRE FALSELY.

Miss Barton, head of the United
States Red Cross organization, having
been asked by Secretary of State Hay
for an explanation of how men came
to be permitted to go to Africa as Red
Cross men who became soldiers in the
Boer army as soon as they landed,
says : ‘‘These men have practiced
gross deception; broken a pledge and
violateda confidence whichthey sought.
The humane world will not hold them
guiltless.” Miss Barton added that
her connection with this corps had
been to give a letter, at the solicitation
of a Mr. Judd, Holyoke, Mass., in
whom she séems to have placed confi-
dence, granting the corps the use of
the Red Cross flag and emblem, and
asking right of way and good treat-
ment for the expedition and for the
men as long as the members lived up
to the rules of the Geneva Convention.
Before giving the letter, Miss Barton
ascertained that each member of the
corps had made oath separately that
he was going to South Africa to work
under the Red Cross and in the ambu-
lance service. It does mot seem to
have troubled these Fenians to perjure
themselves. Nobody will want to
blame Miss Barton very severely, and
yet she and those who co-operate with
her in the management of Red Cross

work should surely be wide-enough
awake to a¥oid being deceived by such

' men as the Fenian gang who g

her certificate. : 4
*

Buriars AT Sga.

So far as ships sailing to apg
‘the United States are cop
| burials at sea will, probably, .
la thing of the past, except iy ,
‘ where the death is caused by a
nant or contagious disease. A by

een introduced into the Hoy

epresentatives at Washington yj
requires all steamships and vy
sailing to or from United States ¢
3 be equipped with appliances for
' porting to the port of destinatio
bodies of persons dying on the y,
If the dying person requests 4
burial the request may be e
Heavy penalties for non-obseryagg
the law are provided. The Propy

law is a sensible one.
* +

i

‘‘Boss” CROKER.

Richard Croker is the Tamg
““boss.”” What he says i8 law ip §
York. He has fallen into the habit
last three or four years of Spendg
part of each year in England,
he races horses and the like,
now some of the English paper
advising that Mr. Croker be ost.
by Englishmen because of Tamum
violent anti-British attitude Sinc
war began Tammany has lost no opy
tunity of showing its sympathy y
Britain’s enemy. And ae Croke
the head of the concern, some Engl
men begin to think it might be as
to let him know that they know. |
wonder is that the fellow has ever
ceived any recognition.

* *
TeEY ARE WAKING.

The world moves. The Minist
War in France has issued an o
prohibiting the sale of strong drig
in the barracks and camps of |
French army. Wine, beer and
are still allowed, but brandy and
the stronger spirituous liquors
ruled out. This is certainly a g
step in advance. It has come hea
the effects of the drink habit |
been so terribly apparent in Fn
within a few years. They have
yet realized— they do not want to
that the alcoholism which is so pre
lent and whichis destroying the peq
is the result of the free use of W
which has so long been encours

*  w

F1rsT GOVERNOR G ENERAL.

The Duke 'of Argyll (till reces
the Marquis of Lorne) is said to b
the offer of being the first Gove
General of the Australian Confeds
tion. Should he accept, his experie
as Governor General of Canada wal
probably be an advantage to him, ¢
the newly confederated country.

* »
A TEMPERATE ARMY,

The British Army Temperat
Association had its annual meeting
London last week. ‘General Whi
of Ladysmith fame, was present,
read a letter from Lord Roberts, |
which he commends the temperance
his army thus :

“There never was a more tempe
army than that which marched uni
my command from Modder River
Bloemfontein. Nothing but good
result from so many soldiers be
brought together in an arduous
paign, when they see how splendid
our temperance men have bornet
against the hardships and dang
they have had to face.

* *
Nor Patrick,

He is not named Patrick after
When the Queen was in Ireland, »
was born to the Duke of York. It
reported that Her Majesty telegrapht
that this latest great-grand-son !
named Patrick. A few days ago
ceremony of naming the youngst
took place, and amongst the seve
names given him Patrick does not ¥
cur; he is simply Henry Will
Frederick Albert. He could, doubtle
have stood another name or two. o
Patrick or Dennis would have b
as good asany. But perhaps the Qué
and others are beginning to think t
the playing to Ireland has gone
enough—and doesn’t have any g

effect.

* *

ANTICOSTI.

The troubles of the Fox Bay settlé
are not yet ended. They have not )
left their island homes. The Frend
lord of Anticosti is impatient of th¢
delay, and seeks to hasten their goité
The French papers say hard thind
about the poor people, accusing the
of attempting to black-mail their de
M. Menier, and threaten -them Wi
forcible removal.

* »
COurT OF APPEAL.

wealth bill, agreed upon by the colds
I[ies about to be confederated, did

¥ E
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