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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER.

Nov, 21, 190

fLove That Passeth Knowledge.
Higher than the highest heaven,
Deeper than the deepest Lell,
Is God’s love to guilty sinners
W ho, through disobedience, fell.
Why love them so?
I do not know ;
But this I know :
Redeeming love, and it alone,
Can break a heart as hard as stone,

Purer than the purest fountain,
Wider than the widest sea,
Sweeter than the sweetest mus'e,
Is God's love in Christ to me.
Yhy love me so?
1 do not know :
I only know
That nothing less than love divine
Could save this si; ful soul of mine,

Stronger than a'l evil powers
It the fortress of our faith,
“Our life is hid with Christ in God,"
In Him we'll triumph over death.
Why love us so ?
I do not know :
I only know
That for His boundless love to me
I praise Him through eternity.

Swifter than the swiftost eeraph
Ever flew from rea'ms above,
Bwifter than the lightaing fiashes,
Is God’s swifter wing of love.
“Before I ca led
He answered me.”’
He loves me so.
But why? I'll know when I have lived
Throughout the count’ess years of God.
—dJames McLeod.
——— et — ——

Weak vs. Strgng Churches.

—

There are in churches at least three
kinds of strength —numerical strength,
financial strength, and spiritual
strength. The first and the second
kind are important, but the third is
absolutely essential.

The organization that has the first
and second in abundance, but lacks
the third may be popular and influen-
tial in the eyes of the world, but as a
<church it 18 a dead failure. That was
the condition of the church of the
Laodiceans. (See Rev. 7 :14-18).

And yet, to a very great extent to-
day, the rage in the churches is for
members and wealth. If only a crowd
can be drawn to the services and the
church treasury kept full, then the
church is believed to be a great success.

The writer loves to see the church
services well attended and the church
finances in a healthy condition ; but
he realizes deep down in his soul that
where these are secured at the sacritice
of genuine worship and true spirit
uality, then the church is a failure, no
matter how strong it may be both
numerically and financially. It is a
failure because the work for which the
church exists, namely, the true, de-
vout worship of God and the spiritual
upbuilding of the people, is not se-
cured.

And right here we perceive a serious,
dangerous error upon the part of very
many church-members. Their hearts
are set on large numbers and a full
than on the

Hence they soon

treasury, rather true
worship of God.
tire of going to church unless the ser-
and

‘draw a crowd,” rather than to inspire

vices are such as to ‘‘entertain”

true devotion and develop spirituality.

The demand in this direction began
years ago, especially in the large city
churches, and has increased more and
more, until to-day the rage in the
churches, and the purpose in attending
the church services, even on the part
of the great majority of the members,
is ‘“‘entertainment,” instead of wor-
ship.

The the

music must entertain, even the public

sermon must entertain,

prayers must entertain—the ear must
be tickied, the eye must be pleased,
vanity must be truckled to, prejudic:
and taste must be consulted, rather
than the plain, practicil, solema gos-
pel of sin, righteousness, and a judg-
ment ‘o come preached.

Oh, if but one-half of all who have
their names recorded on the church
roll would attend the regular services,
would go there with a hearty good wi 1
to truly worship God, rather than to
be entertained, what a mighty revolu-
tion would be speedily wrought in the
spiritual life and power of the church.

This craze for novelty in the chuich
service, together with its consequent
substitution of mere pulpit entertain
mont for the power of genaine worship
how it has robbed the churches of
their spiritusl power and given the
moembership leanness in their souls !

What a power-destroying, soul-
dawning vice it is |  How unwise they
are who turn to it as a means by which
to recruit the strength and increaso
the growth of the church., In doing
80 they overlook the fact that the 1.
ligi us idea is, after all, the mo
povwerfui factor in human life, ana
th. only such devices in church ser
vi 8 sppeal to and satisfy the de-
m s of man's religioue, spiricual
n: (2 can be successful in the up-
b :uy of the church.
not creeds and liturgy, not art,
e, and music the human soul
i: 't thoughtful, solemn moments,
ing face to face with death, cries

sl it
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out for; but for a revelation of the guished. We are told that His Spirit pass upon the street, and when the' lieve firmly, work abundantly, live
- sound is gone the sermon is gone.

truth as it is in Jesus Christ, the only
truth that measures up to the longings
human soul and
This it is the true mission of
the church to supply ; this it is that
the members of the church should be
thirsting for when they go to God's
house, and not for entertainment.

Let it once become well known that
the membership, as one united body,
on the Lord's Day, go up to the house
of the Lord imbued with a true desire
to worship, that there the truth of
Jesus Christ is so presented, warm

satisfies its

thirsts,

{ from the soul of (God-inspired preach-

ers, as to convict sinners, edify saints,
and cause the shouts of new-born souls
to ascend to heaven at almost every
service, and soon the unconverted,
the pleasure-seeker, and the wayward
will be drawn in and converted also,
and the house filled.

But this can never be while but
one-half of the enrolled membership
attends church, and two-thirds of that
half go to be entertained instead of to
worship.

O God, in thine infinite mercy and
power, alarm the non-worshiping,
pleasure-seekmg churcl.-members in
all the branches of thy Zion. Help
them to cee and feel that their devo-
tion to amusement and luxury, while
thy house is neglccted, and their spirit
of truckling to the whims and preju-
dices of unbelievers for fear of appear-
ing ‘“‘narrow,” will in the end
necessarily evoke fromthee the rebuke,
“Because thou art neither coid nor
hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth {"
The Telescope.

—— e ——————
Lights That Are Gone Out

The religion of Christ is light.
“‘God is light, and in Him there is no
darkness.” Jesus Christ is ‘‘the Light
of the world.” To His disciples He
said, ‘‘Ye are the light of the world.”
They were illuminated by the word of
God and the Spirit of God. All true
followers of Christ have the light
of truth in the intellect, the light of
faith, love, joy, and assurance in the
heart. The true light is in them, and
tiey are the light in the Lord.

This light may go out, and in some
This is one of
the lessons of the parable of the ten
virgins,

cases it has gone out.

The five foolish virginsawoke
at the announcement of the coming
of the bridegroom, and were over
whelmed with consternation when
they saw that their lamps were goneout.
The admonition of our Lord at the
close of the parable is this, “‘Watch
ye therefore, for ye know the
day nor the

not
hour.'

The wise man never lets his Luup
expire or burn low. The need of the
ight is great, and its value beyond all
price.
out, and others are going out.

But wany lamps have gn:
There
are men and women in almost every
Christian commmunity who once re.
joiced in the hight of the Lord, but a
change has taken place. There faith
has failed. They no longer believe
as they once did. A certain wellknown
of somewhat remarkable gifts
who a few years ago, traveled up and
down the land as a flaming evanglist,
preaching the unsearchable riches
of Christ, calling sinners to repent.
ance, and professing to rejoice in the
consious experience of the salvation
of ihe Gospel, said the other day:

‘““We have lost belief in the Bible
as the ultimated and authorita ive re-
lation of God. We have lost the
fact and doctrine of the fall. The
fact is man 18 not a sinner in any sense.
We have lost the 9ld fictiti us idea of
Salvation.

man

There has never been need
of a salvation of man,’,
What a long step downwarl this

man has taken in a short time! How
much more he will lose before he fin-
ishes his course none can tell. He is

Others have traveled the
And if prominent evange-
lists and preachers lose the light of
truth strange that others
should follow thoir steps. It is to be
feared vhat a careful inquiry woula re-

not alone.
same road.

it 18 not

veal the fac' that many lamps are now
¢oing out and many more have’ been
(ntirely extinguisbed.

Some have lost something more than
their belief in the Bible
tion from God. They have lost the
joy, the peace, the hope of Christ.
They have lost the'r spiricual emotions
their Christian principles, and their
inward nghteousness. They are now
lying down in the darkness of sid and
shame. _

Whoso fault is it that their lamps
are gone out? It is not the fault of

as a revela-

'God. H:¢ s not willing that any
| should pe ish. The smoking flax He
will mot quench.” There are many
evil winds to blow ovt our lamps, but
‘*¢hero i vh 1 temptation taken you
but such 48 is common to man ;" and
He “w.l not suffer you to be tempted
above ye are able ; but will with the
t« mptation also make a way to escape.”
It is He that gives us light, and He
will replenish our oil without price
It grieves Him when a lamp is extin_

is said to be quenched when Christian
peop'e lose the light of God.

It is our own fault when our lamps
go out. We cannot charge the evil to
the fierce temptations that sweep
about us. No fierce temptation is re-
quired when the oil of grace runs low.
The most insignificant agency will ac-
complish the awful mischief then.
The lamp will go out of its own ac-
cord when the oil gives out, If the
Christian should watch and pray, there
is no danger. It is only when he
slecps that his lamp goes out. Asa
rule the lamp does not go out sudden
ly. 1Itis a gradual process. First it
burns with a less brilliant flame.
Then it flickers, trembles with a con-
clus ve shudder, and slowly expires,
leaving a small live coal at the end of
the wick, which sparkles and sputters
for a moment, emitting an offensive
odor, and then dies. So gradually
does the light fade from the heart and
life V'hen the supply of holy oil has
been exhausted. Note the first indi-
cation that he flamne is growing weak-
er, and fly instantly to the uafailing
fountain of love and life. Does thy
light begin to burn with a feeble and
unsteady flame? Has the joy of sal-
vation departed ! Awake, and fly to
Christ now, or it may be too late.
— Chris. Advocate.

. ——

How to Hear a Sermon.

BY REV. SMITH BAKER, D. D,

That is, how to make good preach-
ing better and poor preathing good.
Good preaching is not that which in
itself is a good sermon, but that which
most blesses the hearer. Some great
sermons are poor preaching, and some
small small sermons are good preach-
ing. A good sermon is ome which
produces a good result.

GET READY FOR IT.

1 In order to get the most out of a
sermon, we should come to the service
with a receptive mind and tender
heart. Farmers always prepare the
soil before they sow the seed. They
pulverize and enrich it, put it in a
condition to respond to the life in the
seed, and then the seed grows, hecause
the soil is good. To bring a thought-
less mind and cold heart to the hear-
iag of a sermon is like casting good
seed upon hard and dry ground, in
which it hide itself, The
photographer’s plate must be prepared
and in a receptive state before the

cannot

bams of light can impress a picture
upon it. The soul must be in a proper
condition before the rays of truth
from the sermon can leave an impres-
The hearer should come
prepared for the sermon, as well as
the preacher come prepared with the
sermon.

The trouble too frequently is that
persons come to the service expecting
the preacher to prepare both them
and the sermon. They come with
thoughtless minds, expecting to be
made to think, and with cold hearts,
expecting to be warmed ; or, to use an
old adage, ‘‘the preacher must find
both the sermon and ears.”

sion upon it.

EXPECT SOMETHING FROM IT.

2. Come to the service looking for
some special help. The seeking soul
has a quickened perception. When
one is looking with open eyes fr
flowers in the field, he sees a hundred
where the unsecking walker discovers
one. Tosimply stand upon the beach,
with no purpose except to hear the
waves murmuar, will not discover the
bright shells ; but he who goes down
to the beach that he may find shells
will see them, for the purposee of his
heart will make his eyes quick to dis-
cover, Thus when our hear's are
hungry and seeking some truth to help
us in life, then the most common
hymn or prayer or sermon will be full
of pearls for us.

When we read a railroad guide-book
simply to puss away the time, it will
not have much for us, and wo shall
gain nothing from it; but when wve
read it to help us on our journey o a
particular place, then it is alive with
interest and full of instruction., It
becomes a new book to us, not/because
it is new, but because a new motive
fills our Most persons can
tastify that very able sermons have
been dull and without profit to them,
when they have heard them seeking
no help, but that the most ordinary
preaching and the most commonplace
sermon has been full of strength and
comfort, when they have heard it with
a seeking heart. The purpose of the
soul, when it listens to a sermon, de-
cides how much we get out of it.

minds.

THINK IT OVER,

3. To think about a sermon makes
it more.to us. One reason why so
much of the reading by young people
does them so little good is that they
only read, and do not turn over in
their minds what they have read. One
book read and thought about is worth
ten books read without thought. Many
sermons are only heard. We listen to

then: as to the rattle of wheels as they

Let the truth which the sermon has
cast into the mind be silently thought
over, held in the closet of the soul for
a while in meditation, and it will be-
come a part of the mind.

TALK IT OVER.

4. To talk over a sermon recalls it
and reproduces it, and it becomes a
kind of second sermon, as to talk over
a book  is like the second view of a
landscape. To talk over a picture we
have seen recalls its beauties and fixes
the image of them in the mind. To
talk over a sermon is a kind of review,
and reviews are necessary to the great-
est benefit in any study. Do not
criticise the sermon, for that will de-
stroy the good it was intended to do;
but tell, one to the other, which part
mort interested or moet helped you.
Sometimes » good. social meeting is
one in which the last Sunday’s sermon
was talked over and prayed over. Ask
the children to tell how much they
remember, and have the parents do
A social discussion of the
leading thoughts of a sermon leads to
new thoughts. A good sermon is one
which causes the hearer to think, and
to talk over a sermon has the same
result.

the same.

DO A-LITTLE WRITING.
D. Take notes of the scrmon, write
out its plan, its heads, its most im-
portant thoughts. KEvery Christian
audience i1s a kind of class in religious
instruction, and ‘every preacher or
lecturer, and cvery student, knows
that the note-book is one of the most
important helps in the lecture-room.
We recently saw a note-book of ser-
mons preached years ago, and taken
by a then young girl. It made sermon-
hearing a new thing to her. It fixed
ber mind upon the truth, it helped
her to remember the truth, and it be-

came a source of delight in after years.
LIVE IT OUT, ’

Lastly. Take at least one thought
of the sermon, and try to live it out
for one day. Practice it. Reproduce
it in your life, and that attempt will
magnify the sermon - for it must be a
very poor sermon which has not at
least one good suggestion.

It has been said that ‘‘a sermon is
never done until it is lived by those
who heard it,” as the life of a seed is
not finished till it is reproduced by the
soil which has received it. We know
not how like a grain of mustard seed
one thought is, till we let it into our
souls and feel its influence on
Remember we know
when a truth will find its way into our
hearts unless we listen ; and, as we

our

lives. never

listen, all unexpecied, some common
truth will lodge in our minds. There-
fore always look at the preacher, for a
respectful ‘hearer helps the preacher
and helps himself. With a receptive,
seeking, thinking, confessing, record-
ing, and practising soul, the common-
est sermon becomes very uncommon
in its results.—C. E. World.
e —

A lady belonging to the Society of
Friends suggests the following cos-
metic : For the lips, truth; for the
voice, prayer ; for the eyes, pity ; for
the hands, charity ; for the figure,
uprightness, and for the heart, love.
Zion's Watchman.

- ———
The Lite ofa Happy Man.

The following unique and glorious
testimony came from one who passed
on over fifty years ago in Kngland.
Its date is 1832. He who spoke it was
the grandfathar of & young man now
among the earnest preachers of the
Gospel in Chicago. The author made
this his living testimony, also his dy-
ing tribute to the power and glory of
divine grace :

“The Happy Man was born in the
City of Regeneration, in the Parish of
Repentance unto Life ; was educated
at the School of Obedience, and now
lives in the Plains of Perseverance.
He works at the trade of Diligence,
notwithstanding hc has a large estate
in the County of Christian Content-
ment, and is many times profited by
self-denial. He wears the plain gar-
ment of Humility, and has a better
suit to put on when he goes to court,
called the Robe of Christ’s Righteous-
ness. He often walks in the Valley
of Self-Abasement, and sometimes
cimbs the Mountains of Spiritual-
Mindedness. He breakfasts every
morning on Spiritual Prayer, and sups
every evening on the same. He has
meat to eat which the world knows
not of, and his drink is the sincere
milk of the Word. Thus, hapyy he
live: and happy ke dies. Happy is he
who Las Gospel Submission i his will,
Due Ardor in his affections, Sweet
Peace in his conscience, Sanctifying
Grace in his soul, Real Charity in his
breast, True Huuility in his heart,
the Redeemer's Yoke on his neck, a
Vain World under his feet, and a

Crown of Glory on his head. Happy
is the life of such a man. In order to
enjoy such a life pray fervently, be-

holy, die daily, watch your heart,
guard your temper, redeem your time,
love Christ, and long for glory,”’—
Epworth Herald.
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Our Help in Trouble

BY REV. MARK GUY PEARSE,
What springs of precious consolation
lie in these words! That saying is
true, ‘‘Troubles never come singly,”
Every trouble brings God with it ; as
of old, when men believed that where
tha poison grew there grew its anti-
dote beside it, ever ready with its
healing. When we can go on . our
ways, He gives His’angels charge con-
cerning us —just as the mother bids
the nurse-maid take care of the little
01e ; to keep it out of winds and 6ind
the sunny path and to avoid the perils
of the crowded street. But to-night

and the eyesare heavy ; and now the
little one can find no rest but in the
mother’s arms, and the only soothing
is in the sound of her voice and the
touch of her gentle hand — “‘T will be
with  the little one to'night,’
says the mother—even'so tender and
pitiful is our God.
him in trouble.” The angels wmay
protect and minister in a thousand
gracious ways ; but trouble makes us
8o sacred that God Himself ¢ mes
then to soothe and cheer” us. -

— . —

Do Something For the YTruth.

e ——

You cannot set the world right, or
#he times, but you can do something
for the truth ; and all you can do will
certainly tell if the work you do is for
the Master, who gives you your share,
and so the burden of responsibility is
lifted off.

Go to the man who is carving a
stone for a building , ask him where

that stone is going, to what part of
the temple, and how he is going to get
it into place, and what does he do?
He points you to the builder's plan.
This is one stone of many. So when
men shall ask where and how is your
little achievement going into God’s
plan, point them to your Master, who
keeps the plans, and then go on doing
your little service as faithfully as if
the whole temple were yours to build.
Phillips Brooks.

**Whiskey, you re the de.i'!” says
the Irishman. who oevertheless em-
ploys it t» cast « ut the ug'ier dewvil; a
coagh or cold ; how mucu wore sen-
sible to employ A lamecon's Botanic
O uzh By aw, which never faile,
263 all Druggists.

Totally Daaf. —Mr. S E Crandell,
Port Perry, writes : ‘I contiacted a se-
vire o Id last winter, which resulted
in my becoming totsl y deat in une ear
sod partially so in the other. After
ttyiog varwous remedics and con-
sulting eeveral d.c ors, without ob-
taining any relief, I was advised to try
Dr. Thomas' Eslectric Oil. I warmed
the O and poured a little of It into my
ear, atd before ove-half theto tle was
used my bhearing was completely re-
stirad. I have heard of other cases
of deafness being cured by the use of
this medicine.
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Burning Scaly

HUMOURS

lnstantly Relieved by
One Application of

CUTIGURA

Complete External and Internal Treatment
Consisting of CuTiIcURA BOAP, to cleanse the skin
of crusts and scales, Curicura Ointment, to
iustantly allay itchbing and irritation acd eoothe
and beal, and Curicura RESOLVENT, to cool
and cleanse the blood., A single set {8 often
sufficientto cure the severest humour,

Bold b; oll Colonial Chemists. Porrer Druvse axp
Cuex. Corr., Bole Props., Boston, U. 8. A. * liow to

( ure Bkin Humours,” free.
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DOAN'S gy
PILLS
will fix them up—take out the inflamn
and congestion, give ease to the ;
back. ,
Mr. J. Cvanscn, the well-known p
and decorator, 50 Oxtord St., To
Ont., said: About eght weeks ago
taken willi an excruciating paininm
over the kidney:. 1t was so bad th
wife had to apply Lt cloths till the d
came and gave = morphine,
He said the trouble was due to a
passing from the kidney to the bladd
My water was !»aded with a bric
deposit and scalc.:! on passing,
hile in this coadition I heard of D
Kidney Pills and start=d taking the
It was-notdong before I got relic
pain and have been improving in healt
since. My urine is now clear and do
smart me, and [ {:el better than in

T T They g
LAXA-LIVER PILLS, o diver
act easily and naturally on the syflsick heac
clearing away all bile and effete ma and dysp
Constipation, bidiousness, dyspepsia, 2
head , hearthurn, waterbrash —al laxative d
appear when they are used. ' Price 25§ For 60 v
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Y ou couid get the orders and make
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Opposite Post Ottce,

Fredericton, K. !
Fredericton, Deo’19” 1888

/ The rubecribers have entered inte
artnerchip for the carrying on

GENERAL HARDWARE BUSINES
under the firma name of

GUS TWEEDDALE & CO.

On the premises lately occupied by Jot
M. Wiley. '

the (
Cons

Z. R. EVERETT.
E. A. TWEEDDLE,

The new firm will ~arry a complete stoc
of Shelf and Builderss Hardware, P°
aud Teble Cutlery, 1reu and Steel, Cev ©
'0d Fire Brick, Agrioultaral Implen so e
Guns, Rovolvers aod Sporting Good
Carpenters’ Tools, Carriage Stock, Gl
Painte, Oils, &c., and will be up-to-ds

on prices and quality of Goods: wad
pectfully solicit a share of your patronag
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