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kn = | DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 
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Insts 

—Mark 6 : 14-29. 

Read Daniel 5. 

Compare Ma‘thew 14 : 1-12. 

Commit Verses 21-24 

GoLDEN TEXT — Be not 
with wine, wherein ix excess, ht le 
Silled with the Spirit. —Eph. 5 18 

Historical SETTING 

e~ morring I have a 

sie in my mouth; my 

. is coated; my head 

and 1 often feel dizzy. 

‘no appetite for breakfast 

hat food I eat distresses 

[ have a heavy feeling in 

smach. I am getting $0 

that sometimes tremble 

nerves are all unstrung. 

getting pale and thin. I 

tired in the morning as 
’»” 

Time.—John was imprisoned in 
March or April, A p, 28 He was 
beheaded a year la er, in March or 
April, A. p 29 

Place.—Jesus in G.lilee. John 
was imprisoned and put to death 
at Macherus, a strong fortress acd 
castle on the borders of Arabia, 
nine miles e-st of the northern end 
of the Dead Sea.The feast at which 
hy Herodias demavded the head of 
Jol n the Baptist was probably held 
in this castle. 

Note all through this lesson the 
con rasts between Herod and Joho. 

A TrcuBrLEDp CONSCIENCE, OR A 
MArTYR'S CROWN. — v8. 14:16. And 
king Herod. Antipas, the son of 
Herod th. Great, who, thirty years 
before, murdered the innocents at 
Bethlehem. He was ruler ovr 
Giliiee and Perea. Heard of him. 
Of Je~us. And he sasd to his offi zers 
(Matthew) That John the Baptist 

J (whom te had murdered) was ris:n 
| 7 om the dead, and thus was fr 
m re dangerous and terrible in his 
faithfuloess than before when he 
reproved the king Therefore mighty 
works do shew forth themselves in 
him He thought that John had 
brought back wi h him tho e larger 
powers, those diviner gifts, which 
the spirit receives when it enters 
upon the heavenly life. Others sasd. 
Perhaps they said it to quiet Hercd’s 
conscience. That st is Khas. Greek 
tor Elijah. But... Hercd....etand. 
Impelied to this opicion by his 
guilty conscience. 

Tue Wickep KING AND THE 
FairarurL PropHET — For Herod 
rimeselt. Tofluenced by perscnal 
r sasons, not urged by others. Bound 
him in prism. Atv Macherus, ac- 
cording to Josephus. For Herodias' 
sake, his brother Philip's uire Herod 
was married to the daughter of 
Ar-tas, an Arabi n king, but aban 
doned her for tte sake ¢f Herodia -. 
H rodias was “an able, ambitious, 
usprincipled, but bewitching and 
ensnaring woman.” When she mar. 
ri=d Phil'p, she probably expected 
that, as the eldest son of H-rod the 
Great, he would be heir of the whole 
kingdom ; but now Phi'ip was poor; 
his brother Antipas was rich. For 
John had said. Herod probably 
invited John to preach hefore the 
court. It 48 not lawful for thee, 
(1) B cause he had put away his 
lawful wife. (2) He had persuaded 
Herodias to foreake her husbaund, 
Herod's brother Poilip. (3) He had 
married Herodias, his uiece and 
sister-in-law, con'rary to the law, 

Why John Reproved Herod. 
Herod's course was bringing untold 
evils upon the people. Aretas, in- 
dignant at the afiront Herod had 
put upon him, bad declared war; 
and at the very time cf Jobn’s re- 
proof, preparations for war were 
¢c ively going on. John could not 
effectively denounce the sins of the 
people if he let sins in high places 
go unreproved. 

Therstore Hevolias had a quarrel 
against him. She regarded him as 
her enemy. And would have killed 
him. To stop his mouth. E ther 
John must die, or her whole life was 
lost. For Herod feared John. There 
is nothing so cowardly as a guilty 
conscience, or so to be feared by 
evil-doers as a holy maa who voices 
the truth of God. He feared him, 
also, because of his influence with 
the people (Matt. 14: 5). 4nd ob 
served him, ‘guarded him,” kept 

linary cough or cold. We would | him safes from the attempts cof 
ine ype? * 18 Dr. Wools | Horodiaa to kill bim 4nd when he 
won "| heard him. He seems to have been 
renting — pr gros ng vd fascinated by John, whose strong 

Dat serious pulmonary diseases. | character overawed him at times. 
ara Marshall, Moore, Ont., writes: | He did many things. His conscience 
pov no years with weal | being touched, he tried to make a 

pod. °% no cure, so became | oompromise with it by doing a vari 
of i  eaaghs eid BRE here ety of good things from which he 
ine § pc gee would otherwise have abstained. 

He wanted to please Herodias, but 

he dare not kill the prophet, on 
account of the people. Herod was 
afraid of everything except God. 

Johan feared God, but no other be- 

ing. Heard him gladly. He possi- 
bly hoped that John would change. 
Perhaps he enjoyed the prophet’s 

‘| denunciations of the eins of others. 
When a convenseni day was come, 

for Herodias. Made a supper, or 

banquet feast. The supper was the 

meal of the day, taken toward or at 
evening, and often prolonged into 

the night. 7 Ass lords, the nobles 
aud state officers. High caplains. 

Greek,“ commanders of a thousand.” 

The daughter of the sasd Herodias : 
even of the queen. Not a common 
dancing girl, but her own daughter, 

was put to this degrading task, for 
the accomplishment of her malign. 
ant purpose. Her name, accorcing 

to Josephus, was Salome, a daughter 

at does your doctor say? 

ou are suffering from im- 
” 

- is his remedy ? 

y 

3   
1 must not have consti- 

i bowels if you expect the 
parilla to do its best work. 
yer’s Pills cure constipa- 

» have a book on Paleness 
Weakness which you may 
for the asking. 

e to oor Dectors. 
haps you would like to consul 
ont physicians sbout your condi. 
Wrkte us freet all the particulars 
case. You receive a prompt 

Address, DR. J. O. AYER, 
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drink’ 

, was +nraptured with her faultless 
grace and skill,*“fascinated by 
‘novel spectacle of a high-born and 

of Puilip, Herod's brother. Camas 
tn and danced, u-ually with the ac- 
compauiwent of 
bell «ttached to the fingers, and 
with s ngs. ‘Dancing women were 
abundant, and in sach banquets it 
was common for them to appear.” 

“No reputable maiden cou!d ever 
have done what she did The 
dancing gris in the Orient are 

and 10 the spectators” And pleased 
HH rod The scheme succeed-d. He 

the 

charming girl oing thiough the 
voluptuous movements of an 
Oriental dance.” It was a shrewd 
scheme to take advantage « f Herod's 
ba'f-intoxicated condition. What- 
soever thou shalt ask, etc, a wild 
and reckless promise that could 
have been made only by one who 
had lost his wits by drunkeaness. 

A Temperance lesson can be 
taught from this rash prouwise, 
Wine and strong drink distort the 
judgment long before they produce 
drunkenness. An auctioneer once 
sad that men would bd :igher 
under the influence of drink, which 
was therefore pas ed around freely. 
A drinking man is not a safe busi 
ness man. 

“0 God, that men should put an 
enemy in their mouths, to steal 
away their brains !” 

A Kingdom for a dance. Herod 
was willing to give away half of his 
kingdom for the sigt of wn immoral 
dance. Poor fool! But how many 
in our day give away tre whole 
kiagdom of their souls, with healsh 
and hope, pro-perity, peace, and 
goodness, —yea, the whole kingd m 
of heaven,—for the p.ltry jrce of a 
glass of wine. The race f E au 
still ives, who sell their birs right 
for a mess of pottage. Said unto 
her mother, What shall 1 ask! 
Which «f all the beautiful things 
cff red her, — “ palaces, jewels, 
gorgeous apparel—all that a girl's 
hea:t could desire.” The mother 
said, The head of John the Baptist. 
By what argument c uld she per- 
suade her dsught.r to ask such a 
«ft ins‘ead of rich:s, palaces, and 
jewels? Profe sor S a ker puts 
t' ese words in her m thers mou'h: 
“ Little fo'l, you know not what 
you a k: what would a'l these things 
be to you and we, ut queened and 
outcast, as we nay be any day if 
J bho the Baptist hives.” 

What Sh+'l 1 Ask? Here is an 
iliu-tratioa of tl.e mother's power to 
lead hr child to good or evil 
Every child in effect s.ys to its 
mother, What shal: I ask,—ask of 
God, of the future; shall it be 
earthly good or heavenly geod, sin 
or righteousness, heaven or hell? 
And the mother, consciously or not, 
is, by words, by example, by train- 
ing, by spirit, answering this 
question, and puttirg forward her 
child to good or evil. She came in 
straightway with haste. She could 
not have drne it if she had taken 
time to think. Give me by and 
by (Old Engrish for immediately), 
wn a charger, a large dish or platter 
And the king was exceeding sorry. 
Not penitent, but anxi us and 
troubled It was so different from 
what he expected. It was a gift 
burdened with danger. Yet for hes 
oash's sake. Herod had placed 
bimself in a dilemwa compelling 
bin to chcose one of the evils, 
—t0 break a rash, wicked oath, or 
to commit murder. And....which 
sat wth him. Probably if the oaths 
had been secret, he would not 
have hesitated to break them. Zhe 
king sent an ex:cutioner. Probably 
to another part of the castle. The 
damsel gave i to her mother. 
Herodias seemed to have triumphed 
after a year of waiting. /His dis. 
ciples. .. .took wp his corpse, and 
lad it in a tomb, and then went and 
told Jesus. 

Herod and Herodias : Their Ap 
parent Success, but Rea! Failure. 
They seemed to succeed, bat their 
life was a failure. Johan seemed to 
fail, but his life was a marvelous 
saccess. They had riches and 
honor. They had all that luxury 
could give, They fared sumptuously 
every day, but their lives were a 
failure, for there were bitter 
ingredients in their cup of life 
which destroyed its fascinations. 

From this moment began for 
Herod Anutipas a series of annoy- 
ances and misfortunes, which only 
culmicated in his death years after. 
wards in discrowned royalty and 
uapitied exile And Herodias 
suffered all with him. “Our pleasant 
vices,” it has well been said, * are 
made the instruments to punish us.” 

Herodias proved the curse and 
ruin of Herod. On account of her 
there was a war with Aretas of 
Arabia, the father of Herod's 
divorced wife, in which he was 
worsted. In A. Dp. 38, less than ten 
years after the murder of John, 
“Herodias’ ambition, against her 
husband's better judgment, led 
him to Rome to solicit the title 
of king, lately given to Agrippa 
Acts 12: 1), the brother of   

but was depriv 
erdias. Aatipas not only failed, 

of his dominions, 

tammbourines or’ 

and banished to Lyons, in Gaul, | 
where he died. 

All through his seeming pros- 
perity his conscience was powerful 
enough %) troub'e him but not 
enough to restrain him from sin. 
No regrets that, like Herod's are 
‘weaker than the fear of man, no 
washing of hands like Pilate’s, no 
tears Lke E au’s, can clesnse the 

| exceedingly popular as entertainers, ; guilty soul 
but their profession is one the 
| practise of which, 1t is not much to lasted less than two years, 
cay, i ruinous alike to th mselves | 

John's life was short. His work 

He finished the work tha: was 
given him to do. His life was a 
cowplev- d wi ole. After the Mas 
siah had come and was establisnid, 
the work of the forerunner was 
ended. 

John tho Baptist has prt in all 
the triumphs of Christianity for 
which he prep red the way. 
‘John lives through all ages by 

his example. He holds up befor 
all men a. ideal of heroism, courage, 
taithfuloess. to duty, He 18 a 
perpetual inspiration. 

Joha is one of the gr-at cloud of 
witnesses who are watching the 
pro.ress of the kingdom of God 
amo: g men. 

‘‘If thou wilt be a hero aud w lt strive 
To help thy fellow and exwit thyself, 
Thy — at last, shall stand on jasper 

ors; 

Thy besart, at 14st, shall seem a thou- 
sand hearts — 

Each si gle heart with myriad raptures 
filled — 

Wh le thou shalt sit with princes and 
with kings, 

Rich in the jewel of a ransomed soul.’ 
te mo AID o> meen 

ignorance of the Bible. 

“Significant Ignorance About 
the Bible,” as shown among coli-ge 
stud: nts of both sexes, 18 the sub- 
ject of an article in the May C n. 
tury, by the Rov, Courles F. Towing, 

1 sumetimes nsk meet, he write, 
whet her the American people are 
really aware how far the Bible hax 
ceased to be a force in voth their 
litera'u e und their theology. Tue 
Bible might c atinue to be a great 
fo ce iu literature ; or one can eusily 
think that the B.bis might waiata. 
a high place in literature and vet 
lose ita primacy in theology. The 
¢ itic is causing it to lose its thro 
logical value, and, appa ently, 
among the pecple 1t is ceasing to ve 
known as a clussic should be known, 

In the earlv part of the college 
year of 1894 95, as the first exercise 
in a course of study 1u the Bile, 1 
set for the members of the freshm«n 
class an exsnination paper ¢ mpo:ed 
of extracts from Tennyson, each of 
which contained a binlical sllusicn 
not at al recoudite. To each of 
these thirty four men twenty two 
questions were put, which would 
demand seven bundred and forty 
eight answe's. The record shows 
that cut of a possible seven hundred 
and forty-eight correct answers,only 
three hundred and twenty eight 
were given, 

So much for the first test. 
years later I made a like test of col- 
lege girls. The questions were iden- 
tical, with a single exception. Of 
all the qacstions, every one was 
answered correctly by just ome girl, 
ard, what is rather more remarkable, 
her knowledge was su exact that to 
her replies to a good many of the 
questions she added the bock of the 
Bible in which - the reference is to 
be found. Another girl omitted the 
reply to the reference to Hezekiah, 
and gave incorrect answer to the 

one about the miracle at Cana of 
Galilee. Another omitted the ref- 
erences to Hezekiah and to Peter's 
sheet, and answered incorrectly the 
question of Paaraoh’s darkness. . .. 

Toe Bible societies may print the 
book by hundreds of thousands, but 
the people d» not read it, or, if they 
do read it, they are not impressed 
by it. Its history, whether received 
as veracions or as fabulous, is not 
known. Its heroes are less familiar 
than Jack the G:ant-killer or Jack 
the House-builder. Its poetry is 
not appreciated. The majesty and 
magnificence of its style, its deftness 
of pbrase and sweetness of allusion, 
its perfection of literary form, as 
well as the profound significance of 
its etical and religions teachings, aie 
ceasing to be part of the priceless 
possession of the community. Ex 
plain the condition as best we may, 
point out the results as one ought, 
yet the first emotion ie one of grief 
over their impoverishment of ha. 
manity. 
  ro - 

Why Do We Do it? 

It is surprising how little we 
know about the ancieat origin of 
some of our most familiar customs, 
and how many things we do without 
knowing just why. 
Why do we have bows on the 

left side of our hats? In olden 
times when men were much in che 
open air, it was the habit to tie a 
cord around the crown of the hat 
and let the ends fall on the left side, 
to be grasped on the arising of a 
squall. They fell on the left side so 
that they might be grasped by the 
left band, the right usually being 
more vsefully engaged. Later on 
the ends got to be tied in a bow, 
and later still they became useless, 
yet the bow has remsined and will 
probably remain till the next deluge 
or something of that sort. 

  
Five 

1 It is easy to take and contains its 

Why are bells tolled for the dead 1 
| Tnis has become so tamiliar « prwc- 
tice that » fuveral without it «ould 
appear unchristian. Yet the reas n 
is quite barbarous. Bells were tolled 
long ago when ‘people were being 
buried in order to frighten the evil 
spirits who lived in the air. 

Why do fair ladies break a bottle 
of wine on the ship they are christen- 
ing? Merely another survival of 
barbaric custom. In the days of 
sacrifice to the gods it was c.stom- 
ary to get som- poor viciiw, when 
a boat wss being lanached, aud to 
cut bis throat over the p.ow, so that 
his blood baptizid it. 

Why are dignitaries deafened by 
a salute when they visit a foreign 
port? It seems a curious sort f 
welcome, this firing off of guns, but 
it seems that the custom arose ina 
very reasonable way, Oigivally a 
town or a war-ship fired off its guns 

bad such faith in the visivors’ peace- 
ful im entions thev didn’t think it 

Why do we sometimes throw a 
shoe alter a bride? The reason is 
not very complimentary. From of 
old it has beeu the habit of mothers 
to ohastite their children with a 
shie. Heoce the custom arose of 
the fa her ot a bride making » pres- 
ent tv the bridegroom of a shoe us a 
sign tbat it was tu be his right to 
keep her in order.; hia 

tll tt Pee 

The Church Tramp. 

sion PAL 
der 

What church do you attend ? was 
once asked of a bright y ung fel- 
yw, doing business in one of our 
large cities. — alle 

Oh, I just run around, he answ- 
ered, gaily. 1dou’t understand the 
diff rence between the churches; in 
fact, there 13 a great deal in the 
Bibl- itself that I don’t under-tand, 
and until I do, of cruise I can’t join 
any church. 

How many hours a day do you 
spend studying this matter ? asked 
his questioner. 

Hours? he repeated, in surprise. 
Well, shen, minutes ? 
The young man was dumb. 
Ah, suid his companion, with 

patient sadness, not one! If you 
thought a knowledge of geology 
nf cessary to your success in lif, or 
astronomy, or shorthand, you wou'd 
not think of spending less than one 
hour a day in its study, perhaps 
two, prrhaps three; and you would 
not expect to know or understand 
that wi hout exertion. But the 
knowledge of God, of Jesus Christ, 
of +al\ation—the highest and deep 
est of all knowledge—you sit around 
and wait for, as if it woold come | ke 
a flash of 
Folks. 

— 

a gentlemsn saw two boys going 
along tle streets of a largecity. They 
were barefooted. Their clothes 
were ragg-d and dirty, and tied to- 
gether by pieces of string. One of 
the boys was perfectly happy over a 
hslf-withered bunch of fl)wers 
which he bad jut picked up io the 
street, 

I say, Billy, said he to his com 
panion, wasn'c somebody real good 
to drop these flowers just where 
I could fiad ’em, and they're so 
pretty and sweet! [Lcok sharp, 
Billy ; maybe you'll ind somethin’ 
by and by. 

Presently the gentleman heard 
his merry voice sgain, saying: O 
Billy, if there ain’c half a pear, and 
it ain’t much dirty neither ! Cause 
you havea’t found anything you may 
bite first, 

Billy was just going to take a 
very little taste of it,when his com- 
panion said: Bite bigger, Billy! 
Maybe we'll find another 'fore long. 

What a noble heart that poor 
tr had, in spite of his rags und 

irt, 

eel) -eeess 

The nooatide sun is dark, and 
music discord, when the heart is 
low— Young. 
  

PaiN-KiLLer cures all sorts of cuts, 
bruises, burns and strains. Taken 
internally it cures diarrho:y and 
dysentery. Avoid substitutes. Thers 
is but one Paia-Killer, Perry Davis’, 
2562. and 50e. 
  

A Cure ror FEvER AND AGUE,— 
Parmelees Vegetable Pills are com- 
pounded for use in any climate, and 
they will be found to preserve their 
powers in sny latitude. In fever and 
sgue they act upon the secretions and 
neuteal Ze the poison which has found 
its way into the blood. They correct 
the impurities which find enteance into 
the system through drinking water or 
food and if used as a preventive fevers 
are avolded. 
  

A severe cold settled on my throat 
and lungs 8> that I could hardly speak. 
After other remedies failed I tried Dr. 
Wood's Norway Pine Syrup and one 
bottle of it completely cured me. 

Mes. Taos. CArTER, 
Northport, Oat, 

    

Worms, these pests of childhood 
can be readily destroyed and expelled 
by the use of De. Low's Worm Syrup. 

own 

  
pargative, 

|] 

on the approsch of important and | 
friendly stcangecs to show that they | 

n~cessary to keep their gans loaded. | 
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NORMAL SCHOOL, 

CITY HALL, 

CATHEDRAL. 

UNIVERSITY, 

BOAT HOUSE, 

ICE FRESHET, 

MARYSVILLE METHODIST 

CHURCH AND (OTTON 

FACTORY. 

LEMONT & SONS. 

  

USE 

Wiley's Emulsion 
— OF — 

GOD LIVER OIL 
—AND—- 

HYPOPHOSPHIN ES 

The Best for Lung Dieeases, 

AT 

Wiley's Drug tors 

  

INDIGESTION 
CAN BE CURED. 

    
lightning. —Our Young 

“BiTe BiGGER, BiLLy —Qne day | 

! 

An Open Letter from a Proe 
minent Clergyman, 

C GATES, SON & CO., 
Middleton, N. S. 

D sar Sirs, —Please pardou my delay 
In answering yours of weeksago. Yea 
I have no hesitation in recommending 
yoar 

Invieoratine Syrup 
During the f.1! and winter of '96 

and '97 | was greatly distressed with 
ind gestion. I tried severa remedies 
each of which gave me no relief. I 
was advised to try your Invigorating 
Syrup, which I readily did, and have 
felt grateful ever since to the one who 
gave such good advice. The very first 
dose helped me, and before half of the 
first bottle was used I was completel 
cured. Have not been troubled wi 
the disease since. I have taken oc. 
casion to recommend your medicine 
publicly upon several occasions, ana 
heartily ao so now. You are ®t liberty 
to use this in any way you please.   

Yours traly, 
(REV) F. M. YOUNG, 

Pastor Bptist Church, Bridge- 
town, N. S. 

    
   

  

   
   

  

   

    
   

   

    

   

    

    

     

    

   

Sold Everywhere at 50 cents 
per Bottle. 

  

New Goods 

JAMES R HOWIE 
PRACTICAL TAILOR, 

&¥ PRICES MODERATE. Ww 

MEN'S FURNISHING DEPARTMEN 
stock of Men's Furnishing Goods 

cannot be excelled, Ib consists 
and Soft Hats of gm  


