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GENERAL 
i 

( CONF ERENCE 
  

sixty-Eighth 7 
0: 

nual Session. 
  

dsty-eighch annual session of 

Baptist Conference of New 

bck was help at Hampstead, 

(lo. The session began, as 

gith the Ministers’ Conference, 

weupied Friday. Some Minis- 

» absent ; some who were not | 

in the morning put in an ap- | 

we in the afternoon. Rev. David | 

presided. Rev. E. Crowell and 

Hartley of the Nova Scotia Con- 

p were invited to seats, nd 

Jo Elder J. McIntyre and the | 

t meeting licentiates present. 

ay was spent in the considera- 

I thinys of interest particularly 

» ministers. 

ef 

election of officers for ensuing | 

wsulted in the choice of ay: | 

perry for Chairman, and Rev. 

foble Assistant Chairman ; Rev. 

Parsons is the Secretary. The | 

pan and Secretary and Rev. J. 

mes, J. Noble and T. S. Van- 

are the Executive Committee of | 

nisters’ Conference. 

he 
te 

in 

p meeting was a pleasant one. 

of the brethren had not seen 

sther since last Conference. To 

again was a real pleasure. Two of 

embers of the Conference —Rev. 

Gray and Thos. Connor, died 

y the year. They were missed. 

their fellow workers who survive 

are comforted with the know- 

that their going away from the 

pnionship of their brethren here 

their entrance into the fellowship 

nts made perfect in the presence 

They ‘‘see the King in His 

ly,” and are like Him seeing him 

E18, 

1 

d       
e 

day evening their was preaching 

ev. C. T. Phillips. 

here were many testimonies after 

ermon, and the meeting was one 

ich interest and help. 

hrvepax,—The Saturday morning 

ing of the Conference session is 

| given by the District Meetings in 

| nine of which have not been heard 

  ny people ¢ the great day of the 

" Toall it is almost invariably 

ting of great interest and of much 
tus] refreshing and enjoyment. 

year it was a good meeting. The 

or of the Hampstead church, 
. W. H. Perry, led the meeting, | 

hg assisted in the opening exercises 

Rev. J. Noble and Dr. Hartley. ' 8. J. Case are out of the Province 

t pastor said the people of the 
munity had been looking towards 

5 tine, and in their name he gave 

wm welcome to the members of 

ference and visitors. Revs. Messrs 

ley, Noble and Perry were remin- 

it. There were many testimonies. 
i who desired to say ‘‘a word for 

us" were enable to do so before 

hour of closing arrived ; many 
ified their faith and love by rising. 

GENERAL CONFERENCE 

At2 1h. m. the Moderator, Rev. Dr. 

tley, called the General Confer- 

; instructions given its Executive by 

. ordination took 

  
to order. The devotional services 
He Singing, Seripture lesson (Ps. 26) 
the Moderator, prayer by Rev. J. 
Parse ms, 

The Clerk, bro. D. McLeod Vince, 

led the roll, constituting the Con- 
tice. The Corresponding Secre- 

yof Conference, Rev. D. Mel.eod, 

sented his report as follows : 

REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING 

SECRETARY. 

0. Moderator and Brethren : 

% far as can be, from the data 
ished in the reports of the 
Urches to their respective District 
tetings, and the reports of minis- 
5, this Report aims to make clear 
the state of religion” in the Free 

ptist denomination in New 
nswick. Difficulties, such as 

v6 met all who have had this 
ity 10 do, are still met, though in 
steadily, if not rapidly, decreasing 
gree. Perhaps there will come a 
he when the returns from the 
lirches will be full and accurate, 

when: even ministers will 
“erve the rule which requires 
“em to report. Let us hope. 

Churcues. Reports were made 
the District Meetings this year 
one hundred and seven (107) 

lurehes, eleven less than reported 
t year. The number of churches 

‘ported in each District was, — 

If the enrolment of churches as 

1897 was correct, there should now 

be one hundred and fifty-six (156) 
churches in the Conference, forty- 

from this year. A score of them 
have been silent several years. 

The reported churches have 8.539 
members, Estimating the unre- 
ported membership on the basis 
of last year, the total member- 
ship of the churches at this date is 
12,352. 

Thirty-one (31) churches report 
additions of members aggregating 
271 : thirty-one (31) churches re- 
port losses aggregating 137 ; forty- 
five churches either report no 
change in membership, or say noth- 
ing about it. 

Amongst the reported gains and 
losses were 57 transfers of members 
from and to Free Baptist churches, 
which do not effect the total member- 
ship ; four members were expelled ; 
25 members were dismissed to join 
other denominations ; and twenty- 

four members were received from 
other denyminations. 

All the Districts but two had 

net gains; the First District had 
no change of membership; the 
Fourth District had a net loss of 
five members, 

Baptisms. The number of bap 
tisms reported is one hundred and 
ninety-six (196)—41 less than last 
year. The baptisms are reported 
from thirty-one (31) churches, and 
from Districts as follows : (2nd Dis.) 
23; (3rd) 46 ; (4th) 9; (5th) 46; 
(6th) 84; (6th) 38. 

The net gain for the year 1s 134 
—the same as last year. 

MiNisTERs. During the year 
two ministers died— Rev. E. B. 
Gray rnd Rev, Thos. Connor, These 
brethren beloved had finished their 
work, and rejoiced that they were 
called home. Saitable reference to 
their lives and labours will be made 

part of the Conference record dur- 

ing this session. One brother. 
J. Case, was crdained according to 

Conference at the last session. The 
place in St. John 

west, June 27th last. Revs. 
C. F. Rideout, W. R. Reud, 
W. C. Keirstead, E. 8 Parker and 

— bro. Rideout owing to poor 
health, bro. Reud because 

of Mrs. Reud’s health, bro Keir- 
stead pursuing his studies at the 
Chicago University, bro, Parker 
pursuing his studies at Bates Col- 
lege, and bro. Case teaching in the 
New Hampton, N. H. Institute 
(Free Baptist). Rev.A.H. McLeod, 
having completed his Divinity 
course, has returned to the Prov- 

ince, and is again engaged in the 
work. 

The number of ordained minis- 
ters now on the Conference roll is 
forvy-three. Of these, twenty-eight 
(28) have been doing pastoral work. 
Rev. Jos. Noble has, as for several 
years, visited the churches in var- 
ious parts of the Province as he has 
had. opportunity. Though now past 
four score and five he has been kept 
in good health and been able to 
minister to many people, to their 
profit and with comfort to himself. 

Rev. H. Hartt has visited 
churches in the First and Second 
Districts. Rev. I. D. Harvey is 

pastor at Whitehead. Rev. J. 8. 
Jones is in feeble health, and un- 
able to do any ministerial work. 

The licentiates are: M. L. Gregg 
and J. H. Puddington, licensed by 
Cenference; and E. W. Kirkpatrick, 
Fletcher Knollin. A. Rideout, H. 
Ferguson, E. A. Saunders, E. H. 
Cochrane, J. C. Wilson and G. 
Douglas Milbury, licensed by Dis- 
trict Meetings. Brethren Knollin, 
Rideout, Saunders, Kirkpatrick and 
Milbury are now at school—the 
first two at the N. B. University, 
the other three at Cobb Divinity 
School. Some of these licentiates 
have done pastoral work the whole 
year, and others nearly the whole 
year—as will be seen further on in 
this report. The others did work 
during the Summer vacation. 

Pastors. Of thereported church- 
es, ninety-six (96) had pastoral 

care. Several churches’ not report-     st Dis.) 6; (2nd) 21; (3rd) 13; thy 16; (5th) +16; (6th) 23 ; 
ith) ; 12. 

ed have, also, had pastors. The 
tors, the churehes they served, 

and the number of members in each   ' weeks 
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pastorate, are set forth in the fol- 

lowing : 

First District. There are fifteen 

churches in this District, six of 

which reported to the Dis. Meeting. 

There was no pastor in the District 

during the year. Revs. J. Noble, 

J. B. Dagg-tt and L. A. Fenwick 

gave as much care 0 the churches 

as they could. Rev. T.S. VanWart 

visited the Tobique River churches. 

During the Summer Licentiate W. 

0. Keirstead visited the churches 

in Bath pastorate, and held special 

meetings at Lower Perth, Y. Uo 

with good results. Licentiate H 

Manzer, under direction of the H. 

M. executive, spent the summer 

with the Tobique churches 

Sgconp District. Rev. J. W 

Clarke: — Woodstock, So Wakefield 

—282 members. 

Rev. L. A. Fenwick :— Victoria, 

Somer rille, . Connell, Charleston, 

Wicklow—206. 

Rev. J. J. Barnes :— Waterville, 

Third Tier, Lindsay, Lakeville, 

Brookville—229. 

Rev. J. B. Daggett :— Hartland, 

Upper Brighton, Lower Brighton, 

Pembroke, Newburg—233. 

Rev. John Perry :—Rockland, 

Mount Pleasant, Windsor, Knowles- 

ville, Gordonsville, Foreston—397. 

Rev. Wm. DeWare -—Tracey 

Mills, Knoxford—424. 

Licentiate Milbury spent the 

Summer vacation at Knowlesville 

and other parts of Rev. J. Perry's 

pastorate. 

Tuirp District. Rev. F. C. 

Hartley : ¥redericton—251 mem- 

bers. 
Licen. M. L. Gregg: 

152. 
Rev. J. T. Parsons : Marysville, 

Penniac— 256. 
Rev. J. N. Barnes: Stanley, 

Bloomfield —117. 
Rev. G. W. Foster: Keswick, 

Douglas, Kingsley, Jones Forks— 
299 

Rev. 8. J. Perry : Upper Haines- 
ville, Staples Settlement, Millville, 

Bear Island, Lower Queensbury, 
Dumfries, Prince William, Temper- 
ance Vale—367. 

Campbell Settlement, Southamp- 
ton, Meductic and North Lake had 

no regular pastor. Rev. T.S. Van- 
Wart made one visit to North Laka. 
Rev. D. Patterson spent a few 
weeks in the pastorate ; and Licen. 
Knpollin spent the Summer there 

Fourta Distrior. Rev. J. A, 
Robertson : {Fredericton Junction, 
Tracey Station, Little Lake—311. 

Rev. O. N. Mott : Blissville, Mill 
Settlement, Patterson Settlement, 
Clarendon—290. 

Rev. C. B. Lewis: 
Oromocto, Waasis, 
French Lake—32). 

Licen. Kirkpatrick : Upper Gage- 
town, Bethany, Greenfield, Geary, 
Victoria, Waterville—195. 

Firra Distrior. Rev. W. H- 
Perry : Hampstead, Upper Hamp. 
stead, Hibernia, Jerusalem—-293. 

Licen. Puddington: Hamilton 
Mt, Oak Point, Brown's Flat, 
Westfield-—187. 

Rev. T. O. DeWitt: Tennants’ 
Cove, Bellisle Bay, Wickham, Bald 
Hill—199. : 

Rev. H. A. Bonnell : Carpenter, 
Shannon, Henderson, Big Cove, 
Narrows, Perry's Point—279. 

Sixt District. Rev. A Perry: 
Wheaton Sett., Eagle Sett., Steeves 
Sett., Lewis Mt., Steeves Mt, 
Coverdale 382. 

Rev. F. G. Francis ; Petitcodiac, 
Cornhill, Lower Ridge, Portage, 
Graves Sett.—299. 

Rev. A. J. Prosser : Penobsquis, 
Newtown, Dutch Valley—152. 

Rev. B. H. Nobles : Sussex—102. 
Rev. G. F. Currie : Norton, Mid- 

land, Long Point, Erb Sett.—309. 
Licen. H. Ferguson : Apohaqui, 

Lower Millstream, Snider 
Keirstead Mt., Head Millstream— 
348. 

Moncton, Dover, Taylor Village 
and Lutz Mountain had no pastor. 
Moncton was supplied much of the 
time, and it and the other churehes 
had Licen. Rideout for the Summer. 

Seventa Districr. Rev. G, A. 
Hartley D. D.: St. John, West — 
327. 

Rev. C. T. Phillips: St. John, 
Waterloo—5H88, 

Rev. D. Long: St. John, North 
—267. 

Rev. A. D. Paul: Fair Haven, 
Chocolate Cove, Lambert's Cove— 

187, : 
Rev. A. I. McLeod: North 

Head, Castalia, Grand Harbour, 
Seal Cove—425. 

Rev. E. 8. Parker spent several 
with the Grand Manan 

Gibson — 

Lincoln, 
Rusiagornis, 

Mt.,. 

became pastor. Campo Bello was 

supplied during the Summer by | 

Licen. Saunders ; and Beaver Har- | 

bour by Licen. Wilson. 

Six pastors have one church each; 

three have three churches each ;! 

seven have four churches each : six | 

have five churches each; four have 

six churches each ; one has seven 

churches. 

Ministers’ Reports. Something 

of the work of some of the pastors, 

and of the coadition of the churches 

in their charge, is shown in the 

reports they have made, according 

to the rule of Conference (See Year 

Book 1896). Twenty-six ministers’ 

reports have been received. Sum- | 
maries of them follow : 

Rev, John Perry has had “the 
same field as last year,viz. Rockland, 
Mt. Pleasant, Knowlesville and 

Gordonsville. The churches are 

doing fairly well.”He has “preached 

thiee times each Sunday. Held 

special meetings last Winter at Mt. 

Pleasant ; the church was revived, 

one was baptized. Have good 

co ations, and very good meet- 

ings. There are no trials among 

the cBurch members. I have re- 
signed, and do not know who will 
take charge of the pastorate.” 

Rev. G. A. Hartley, D. D. has 

spent another year in Carleton. 

He reports thus: “Immediately 
after last Conference, I resumed 

regular work, feeling much im- 
proved in health, and have con- 

tinued to care for the church during 

the year. It has been a good year. 
T have preached twice each Sab- 

bath; and attended all the mid-week 

prayeft meetings, and the weekly 

meetings of the Christian Endeavor 

Society, with much comfort to my 

own soul, and so far as I can judge, 

with as good acceptance to the 
chureh and congregation as during 
any previous year of the forty two 

years of my pastorate. The congre- 

gatiofis have been good. Souls   have been saved. Twenty-one 
nverts have been baptized, 

and twenty-three members added to 
the church: It has been a year of 

love and of prosperity. The spirit- 

ual life of the church has been deep- 

ened and all our temporal affairs are 

in a healthful condition. The Sun- 
day school is large and well officered, 

and has an efficient staff of teachers. 

The Christian Endeavor Society is 

making steady progress and is help- 

ful to the church work in all de- 

partments. The Junior Endeavor 
Society is large, and is full of 
promise.” 

Rev, J. T. Parsons has spent his 
ninth year as pastor at Marysville 
and Peniac. He reports the year as 

one of * encouraging success. The 

preaching and other services have 

been regularly held, with a good 

attendance. The ordinances have 
been administered. During the 

Spring the Lord gave us a revival, 

strengchening His people and re- 

storing some and converting some. 

Eight were baptized and eleven 

were added tothe Marysville church. 

Marysville has a large Sunday 
School wich devoted and effi- 

cient officers and teachers. The 

A. C. F. Society active and 

useful ; and we have a large staff 

of loyal, consecrated church work 

ers, who are united and reliable, 

staying up the pastor’s hands, and 

carrying forward the work of God. 

The outlook is encourging. My 

pastoral relation with these 

churches ends now.” 

18 

Rev. J. N. Barnes is closing his 

third year as pastor of the Stanley 

and Bloomfield churches. He says : 

“They have been years of hard work 

in the face of many discourage- 

ments. But the labour has not been 

in vain. God has been with us. 

This year has been the best of the 

three. A number have found the 

Saviour and have been baptized and 

added to the churches. The church- 

es are not yet as I ceuld wish, but 

they are in a better condition than 

they were. I am mow about leav- 

ing, and 1 hope the Lord may direct 

the right man to this field.’ 

Rev. T. 8. Vanwart had no pas- 

toral engagement during the year. 

He did some home mission work at 

Tobique, and preached throughout 

the year as opportunity offered. 

Rev. C. T. Phillips is completing 

his first year as pastor of the Wat- 

erloo St. church, St. John. He re- 

ports that “the work is going on 

fairly well. There are some changes 

for the better. The church build- 

ing has been renovated. Special 

meetings were held in the winter. 

Seven were baptized and added to   
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churches before Rev. A. H. McLeod C. E. Society and Sabbath School of the 

are all doing their work very well.” 

Rev.J. W. Clarke says of his 

first year 
has been a good year, 

one. The congregations have been 

good. The condition of the church, 

spiritua'ly, and otherwise, is satis- 

factory. During the winter there 

were several conversions. Seventeen 

were added to the church by bap- 

tism, and two by letter. The C. E. 

Society continues to do good work. 

It is a great benefit to the young 

people and to the church. The 

Sunday School is good, the Superin- 

tendent and teachers are efficient 

and painstaking.” He preaches 

‘once a fortnight at South Wake- 

field. The church there is small; 

but a good congregation assembles, 

many of them take part after the 

sermon, and we always have a good 

meeting. They, also, have a good 
Sunday School.” 

Rev.J.J. Barnes mimstered to the 
Waterville pastorate. He reports : 
“ There has not been the marked 

revival interest hoved for, yet good 

has been done in seed sowing, the 

fruitage of which I hope some 

one may gather soon. Seven were 
added to Third Tier church and 

three to Waterville church. All 

the meetings have been regularly 

maintained, including four confer- 

ences each month, and three preach- 

ing services each Sunday. The 

Sabbath Schools and mid-week 

prayer meetings are well sustained. 

The church building at Lindsay was 

extensively repaired and improved. 

Special meetings were held in three 
churches.” 

Rev. B. H. Nobles is closing his 

eighth year as pastor at Sussex. 

“ Looking over the years” he sees 

“a decided gain along all lines of 

work. The present year has heen 

one of the best. The church has 

been strengthened, numerically, fin- 

ancially and spiritually ; the people 

are united in the work, and are 

interested in all the denominational 
enterprises. There is room for im- 

provement, and we are determined, 

by the blessing of God, to do more 
next year.” 

Rev. W. H. Perry reports his 
“second year with the Hampstead 
pastorate. It has been a pleasant 
and profitable year. The Lord 

blessed us with revival at Hibernia; 

ten were baptized. There was re- 
vival also, at Upper Hampsteard 

seven were baptized. In the other 

churches seed has been sown that 

we trust will bear fruit to the glory 

of God.The churches have asked ne 

to remain their pastor another year, 

and I have consented to do so.” 

Rev. Gideon Swim reports that 

“for five months of the year he was 

under the direction of the H. M. 

Executive. Three months of that 

time he was in special meetings. 
with the following churches,— Upper 
Gagetown, Campo Bello, Beaver 

Harbour, Oromocto and Rusia. 

gornis. In these places the good 
seed was sown, in the confidence 

that God will give the increase.” 

For two months he supplied the 

Moncton and Dover pastorate. 

He has also supplied other churches 

as opportunity has offered. Two 

weeks were spent in Canning, N. 8. 

On the Millstream pastorate he 

baptized e'sven persons. He ex- 

pects, if the way opens, to take a 

pastorate after Conference.” 

Rev. C. B. Lewis has just com- 

pleted his second year as pastor of 

the Lincoln-Rusiagornis pastorate. 

He reports that there was no special 

revival, but, he says, “they were 

enabled to ‘hold the fort,” which 

sometimes means more than 

achieving victories under other 

circumstances. While the spiritual 

condition is not as good as is desir- 

able, we have been conscious of the 

divine presence and help; and trust 

the seed sown may be fruitful.” 

gRev. F. (!. Hartley has continued 

pastor of the Fredericon church. 
“ During the year the regular work 

of ghe church and its auxiliaries 

has been maintained with godo 

results. Six persons have been 

baptized and two others have been 

received into the church on experi: 

ence. Spiritually and financially 

the church is in good condition. 

The Sunday School, Christian En- 

deavor and Woman's Mission So- 

ciety are doing good work. The 
outlook is hopeful.” 

Rev. H. A. Bonnell, immediately 

after last Conference, spent three 

weeks at Beaver Harbour; then 

one Sabbath at Bellisle, a few days 

at Hibernia with bro. W. H. Perry 
in special work, and tw) Sabbaths 

with Millstream churches. The last   
the church. The prayer meetings, of December he went by direction 

at Woodstock, that “it | that pastorate. 

  

H M. Exeentive to Carpen- 

tor. Later he made engagements 

f ir the remainder of the year with 
He reports having 

and a busy | held “special meetings at the Nar- 

rows and Perry's Point, without 

seeing great results.” He thinks 

the field should have home mission 

aid for a time. Besides preaching 

at the churches, he has a preaching 

appointment in the Hall at Cody 

Station, near which there are sev- 

eral Free Baptist families. He has 

been asked to remain another year 

as pastor, and will probably do so. 

Rev. D. Long, of Victoria St. 

church, St. John, reports: “We 

are getting along fairly well. The 

interest in all departments of the 

work of the church shows an ad- 

vance. Special meetings were held 

during the winter, and a number 

added to the church. The church 

building has been improved.” 

Rev. Abram Perry has spent his 

eleventh year with the Salisbury 

pastorate. He reports having “con 

ducted twenty-two regular services 

every four weeks. The spiritual 

condition of the churches is not as 

uniform as I would wish. Financi- 

ally they are doing more than their 

regular work ; this year they have 

paid one third of the price of their 

parsonage. I have decided to re- 

main another year.” 

Rev. 8. J. Perry had charge of 

two pastorates. He held “special 

meetings at Upper Hainesville, 

which resulted in seventeen being 

added to the church, fifteen of them 

by baptism. Two were added by 

baptism to the Staples’s Settlement 

church.” 
Rev. J. B. Daggett, has complet- 

ed three years in charge of the 

Hartland pastorate. He says: “the 

work during the year has been well 

sustained, both spiritually and 

financially. Regular preaching ser- 

vices have been held each Lord's 

day ; prayer and conference meet- 

ings show marked strengthening of 

spiritual life among the faithful. 

There has not been as much done 
for the salvation of the unconverted 
as is desirable, yet some have been 
brought to Christ. The Hartland 

church enjoyed a season of revival. 

The pastorate has built a parsonage, 
which the pastor occupies, located 
at Hartland. A pleasant and com- 

modious house is now assured God’s 
servants who shall come this way. 
The Newburg church building has 

been advanced towards completion. 

I will remain another year here.” 

Rev. E. 8. Parker, who is again 

at college, reports that he spent 

three months in the Fall and 
Winter at Grand Manan. He was 
with each of the three churches 

four weeks, “holding services every 

night but Saturday, amd preaching 

three times each Sabbath.” At 

North Head and Seal Cove con. 

tinuous storms interfered somewhat 

with the meetings, but good was 

done. “At Grand Harbour there 

was a blessed awakening. Fourteen 

were added to the church.” At 

Seal Cove one was baptized. Bro. 

Parker expects to finish his course 

at Bates College next Spring, and 

‘shall hope to return to Canada next 

year.” 
Rev. D. Patterson has not been 

a pastor this year, but has not been 

idle. His report that after Con- 

ference he went to Carpenter, and 

held special meetings two weeks. 

The Lord blessed the work ; the 

church was strengthened numerical- 

ly and spiritually; six were baptized 

and united with the church ; others 

took part in the work, and others 

made a start in the professed Chris- 

tian life. He went to Southampton 

pastorate the last of February and 

remained there until April 5th. 

The Lord requires of our people 

there a singe hearted, forward, con- 

secrated, business-like taking up of 

christian work. The inheritance 

of labour is yet with our people 

there.” He has received a call from 

that pastorate, and “will go there if 

it can be made practicable.” He 

spent two Sabbaths at Kempt, N. 

S. by invitatfon. During other 

parts of the year he has “ preached, 

as opportunity served, both in our 

own churches and at other places, 

as supply and independent mission- 

ary.” 
Rev. A. J Prosser reports his 

work in the Penobsquis pastorate as 

somewhat uneventful. The church- 

es are moving along in the regular 

way. Several weeks of special work 

was engaged in, but scarcely any 

revival experienced. At Newtown 

the church has been steadily in- 
creasing in its support and mem-   A. seven having been addea. 

(Continued on page four.)  


