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Third Quarter Lesson 1 July 22, 1900

PETER'S CONFESSION AND
CHRIST'S REBUKE —Matthew
16: 13 26.

Read Mark 7: 31.8: 30
Commit Verses 24-26.

GoLpeN Text —1If any man will
come after me, let him d-ny hims<lf,
and take uyp his cross, and follow me.
~—MarT. 16: 24,

HISTORICAL SETTING.

Time.—Autumn of A D 29, afew
weeks after the last le:son
Place.—~On the way from the
Sea of Galilee to Cesar-a Pailippi,
a city situa‘ed tweaty five or thirty
miles norcheast of the S -a of Galilee,
near the head waters of the Jordan,
at the foot of the Lebanon Moun-
taros.

Tae New Epoca —This journey
mark- a turning point in the educa-
tion of the disciples. It is only six
months hefore the crucifixion and
resurrection. Jesas reveals to them
more clearly his nature as the
M ssiah, and the nature of his
kingdom, and shows them the
nec+ssity of his sufferings and deatk.
He also begins the organized church.
JEsus 18 THE ME:siaH —Vs. 13
17. When Jesus came. Tue place
from which he came is not stated,
bat it would naturally be through
Bethsaida on bis way northward to
the coasts. Parts, district of
Ce:area Philipps. = He asked his
disciples, to draw out the faith of
bis disciples, and to reveal to them
more fully his nature and his
redeeming work. Whom do men
say that I the Son of man am? The
Son of man was a ticle he frequently
appli-d to himself. Who do men
say that I, who appear a+ a mano,
am/? Some say....John the Baptist,
returned to life Some, Elias.
Greek form of Elijah, who had
tarnd the nation f om heathen
worship to the true God. And
o‘hers, Jeremias. The Greek form
f Jeremiah Or one of the prophsts,
+ o., that ooe of the old prophets is
risen sgain. But whom say ye that
[ am! What have you learned
about me and my werk during the
two or three years you have known
me? And Simon Pester answered.
Peter answers as spokesman, jast as
he does in many other cases. ZThou
art the Christ. The Messiah for
whom the people were looking and
hoping. *“Christ” is the Greek
and * Messiah ” is the Hebrew for
“anointed.” The Son of the living
God. The Son of G -d in the highest
sense, which cou'd be asserted of no
other being. God is here styled
living because he 1s the source of
true life. Bessed art thou. Because
thou has opened thy heart to the
truth; because thou hast such lirm
confidence in such & Saviour. Stmen
Bar-jona, s. e, son of Junah. For
flesh and blood (man) hath not
revealed this unto you. It bas not
its origio in the mere human koowl.
edge. But my Father which 43 in
heaven. God gave the truth.

What thionk ye of Christ ? is the
west important questiou forus. 1t
is the crucial question of our relig-
ious life, which will measure its
power, its cowmfort, its quality.

The value of open confession. It
required great courage for Peter to
confess a truth contrary to public
opinion, But such confession con-
firms one’s faith, makes clearer the
truth, and strengthens one’s loyalty

Tue Trust CoMMITTED TO THE
DiscipLes — Vs, 18, 19. Altbough
their understanding of the Messiah
and his kingdom was v( ry imperfect,
yet Jesus showed them how great
was' the trust commi ted to them.
This was a part of their training.
 Thou art Pster. Greek, Petros, a
stone, a piece of rock. Upon this
: The
assembly of all real Christians is the
spiritual temple in which Jesus
Christ is the builder. And the gates
of hell. The gates being the place
where business was transacted and
assemblies held, is am Orientalism
for throne and power, as * Sublime
Purte,” s. ¢., sublime gate, designates
the Turkish government. Shall not
prevail agair ¢, Church forms
aad organizat may change, bat
the real chuecr. »nides forever.

Practical. (1) T'his truth of the
‘seble beginnings in the presence of
+/1 the mighty world powers is fuil of
comfort to the church. (2) The
thing Christ looked for in the men
whose shoulders he wished to
roll the world was sometbing
when the tides of the world were
flowing away from Jeeus, this man
stood erect and declared that not-
withstanding all learned men were
saying one thing, and all the people
another, he still was convinced that
Jesus was the Messiah. The world
is crying for rock Christians. Of
gentle Christians, and affable
Ohristians, and kind-hearted Chris-
tians we have abundance. Chris-
tians should stand like rock amid
the seas which surge and roar. 7
will give unto thee. The others

in kind that the rest did .\ have,

were included, as Peter had nothing !

T ¢ keys of t' e kingdom of heaven. | disciple.
'The kingd m of Leavea, nob the | Renounce self as master and accept
abode of the blest, but the kingdom | Christ as master.
‘of God on earth, is represented |deny ours-lves everything wrong,
'under the figare of a city with | no matter how pleasant it may be ; | such children are really sincere ia
gates, or of a large house with gates [ib is to give up what is pleasant | wishing to do as they ought—he
for eotrance, and doors of treasure | and right in it:elf when we can /can sometimes be helped by a re-
thereby best »id the cause of Christ | buke cf his lack of charity.
1 Peter and the other apostles |and the redemption of our feilow-
were the instrumeot through which | men ; it is to serve Christ, to (buke somewhat public.
the world was to be brought into | promo'e his kingdom at wha ever | boy should generally be dealt with
For instance, on the | cost; 1t 13 to meske Christ first. | by hiwself ; the boy who is too go d
day ot Pentecost through Peter’s | Self denial is the condition without | should sometimes be shewn Lis
p eaching three thousand percons | which no high character can be fault in the presence of his compan-
eatered the kiogdom in one day. |attained Zake up his cross. Daily. | ions.
And thr ugh the testimouy of th- | The cross is a symbol of self-denial | comments of his mates will, no
And | doubt, be unpleasant, but he is un-
To follow Christ is to | pleasant himself, and the bit erness
become Christians have come into | take bim for our master, our teacher, | of heart will he l'kely to result in

good.—Pilgrim Teacher.

r.oms.

th: kivg lom.

aposties, their work, and the

the kingdom.

of Jesus, he must bave some author-
itative representatives on ear h to

Holy Sprrit, conld be commi td

the decision of questions that would

necessarily arise. Hence Jesus s1ys,

Whosoever thou shait bind on earth.

That is, forbid or declare fo:b.dden.

Shalt loose on earth. That is, allow,

declare to be permitted. No terms

were in more constant use in Rab-

binic canou law than those of bind-

ing »nd loosing They represented

the legislative and judicial p-wers
of the Rabbinic office. Shall be
bound in heaven. Their dectsions
should be 'atified and confirmed by
Jesus in heaven and by the Holy
Spirit.

Examples. The early history of
the church shows how the apostles
understood and used this powar.

For instince, the election of an
apostle in the place of Juas (Acts
1: 21-26); the appointment of
deacons (Acts 6: 2 5); the admission
of Genties into the church (Acts

10) ; whether the Gent les must
co: form to Jewish riter (Acts 15).
Tae Negp cF WIDER AND MORE
Correcr Views.—V. 20. Then
charged he hie discsples that they
should tell no man that he was. . . .

the Christ Why not procisim this
glorious truth from tre house-tops 1
(1) Becanae the time had not ¢ e,
Aft r his death they ehould proclaim
it all the rest of their live:, but not
at this time, for they thewselves
did not understand tre true nature
and work of the M+s-iah. (2) Be
cause the peop'e would be turned
away from. their spiritual nceds to
the d-sire to real ze the outwsrd
glories of their fa'seconcepticn « fthe
M ssiah as kicg (3) The announce-
ment hat Je-us was tve Messiah
would be likely to excite tuwmault
and rebellion against the Roman
governmear, the people trying to
make Jesus the leader of the revolt.
This would interfere with his plan
of a spiritnal kingdom.

Although the apostles accep'ed
Jesus as the Messiah, yet they had
much to lesrn about bim and his
kingdom. They continued to
cherish the patriotic dream that the
work of the Messiah would consist
in the restoration of the Jewish
theocracy in am unprecedented
po'itical and rel scicus splendor.

Jrsus Mages A New REVELATION
CoNCERNING THE MEssiag.— Vs,
21 23 FProm that sme. The
disciples were now strong enough
in their conviction that Jesus was
the Messiah to have their errors
concerning his nature and kirgdom
corrected. How...ohe must go
unto Jerusalem. The capital of the
Jewish nation, the symbol of the
church, the place of the temple, and
its sacrifices which he had come to
fulfil. Suffer many things, as
described in the last chapter of the
Gospel. And be killed, by cruci
fixion. This is stated to guard the
disciples from being disappointed
when this event took place. They
must see it as an essential part of
the plan of salvation. And be
raised again the third day. The
resurection of Jesus was essential to
the proof that he was the true
Messiah, essential to his work of
redemption. Then Pster took him
one side to speak to him privately.
And began to rebuke ham. His was
a mingled motive of love and self-
assurance that he was right. Say-
ng, Be st far from thee, "ord. The
plan of redemption ned by
Jesus was so contrary tu . Peter’s
expectations and hopes, that it
seemed inconceivable. But he
turned. Tarned round to the
disciples. 4nd said wnto Peter.
Publicly, Get thee bshind me, Satan.
Satan means “adversary.” He
looked for the moment through
Peter, and saw bebind him his old
enemy, cunningly making use of the
prejudices and impulsive honesty of
the undeveloped apostle. Zhou art
an offense. A hingl?:noe. For thou

of) not the things that be or God.
God's wise plan for his kingdom.
But those that be of men. The
natural, human view of the
Messiab, a worldly kingdom. The
cross of Christ is the central point
of the gospel, the source of 1ts
power.

Tuose Wao BerLoNé TO THER
Messian’s Kinapom Must Have
THE SaAME QuarIiTiEs — Vs, 24.26.
If any man will (wishes to) come
after me. Be his follower, his

even 0
Scr ptures they wro'e, all that have | fcllow me.

ou: example.
9. Si:ce the church could not be | save his lise,

organized or the full gospel preached | doing wrong, by avoiding hard
till after the death and re-urrection | duties and self-denial, by gaining

whom, under the guidance of the |/ose it

savourest (partakest of the quality

Sclf-denial is to

the utmost cost.

For whosoever wsll
Wishes to save it, by

worldly good at the expense of
religion and righteousne-s  Shall
Shall lose even the earthly
r wards he seeks, and his etern:l
blesseduess. And whesoever wsll
lose his life. The lower life, the
things that seem to worldly men
to m.ke life wor h living. But
note this is to be for my sake, and
Mark adde, “for the Gosp I's.”
The mere loss of life has no
promi ed blessings. It is only loss
for the sake of Curist that has this
promise. For what is @ man pro
fitted, if he shall gain the whole
world (which he never does), and
dose his own soul? What go d do
worldly things do to one who is
sick, or suffers the stings of con-
science, or destroys the character
which wakes heaveo possible! What
shall @ man give wn exchangy for his
soul? R v, *his lif-”

P P

God’'s Gift.

A physic'an whose life had becen
made beautiful with good deeds
and a high faith once sxid :
If I have been happy or useful
in the world it is due largely to the
eftect on my wmind of a chance
quession from a =tranger.
I was a poor boy and a cripple.
Oae day, standing on a ball field, I
was watcbing the other hoys with
bitterness and envy. They were
strong and healthy, well clothed
and well fed. S)a.e of the mothers
of the players sat in carriages,
waiting to ree the game, in ending
to drive their rons home after the
game was over. I looked at them
vith an aogry scowl, sics at heart
A young man stinding beside we,
and seeiag, no doubt, the jiscontent
on wy face, tonched my arw.
Say, bub! You wish you were
in the place of those boys, eh? he
said.
Yes Ido! I broke out. Why
should they have everything and I
nothing
He nodded gravely. I reckon
God gave them money and educa-
tion and health to help them to be
of some account in the world. Did
it never strike you that He gave
you your lame leg for the same
reason—to make & man of you?

I did not answer, and he tarned
away. I never saw him again. But
I couldn’t get his words out of my
mind. My crippled leg—God’s
gitt! To teach me patience and
strength 7

I did not believe it. But I was
a thoughtful boy, taught to rever-
ence God, and the more I thought
of it the more it seemed to me the
stranger had told me the truth. I
did believe that God pitied me—
and at last came to feel that it
would please Him if I rose above
my deformity, and by it was made
manly and true. It worked on my
temper, my thoughts, and at last
upon my actions. Gradually it in-
flaenced my who'e life. Whatever
came to me I looked vpon a3 God'’s
gift for some special purpose. If it
were a difficalty, He gave it for me
to struggle with, to strengthen my
mind and faith; if it were a belpless
invalid cast on me for support, or
exen a beggar, I thought God had
given me another chance to do His
wor k.

The idea has sweetened and help-
ed all my life. I wish 1 .could find
the man who gave me this password,
which has lifted my life to a higher
plave, and led me constantly to the
Source of all good.

—_————
The Boy Who is too Good.

The problem of the bad boy is
frequently discussed from various
poiots of view, but we do not hear
so much about the boy who is unco
guid. The lack is partly because
there are not so many of him as of
his avowedly mischievous and some-
times impish mate. Nor is be as
namerous as he used to be, if we
may judge from accounts thav have
come down from former generations.
He is no longer held up as a model
to natutal boys and girls, and his
unpopularity with his mates is thus
left av its normal height instead of
being foolishly increased.

The trouble with the child we
are speaking of is that he is not so
good a8 he thinks he is. He not
only obeys his conscience, but he is
proud that he does so ; and his con-
rcience keaps still about pride.
Moreover, he wants every one else

is sound at heart—and a good many

Let him deny himself. | to obey, not the conscience which |
hus a right to pronounce upon their

condact, but his conecieuce. If he

Nor
will it do any harm to have the re-
The bad

The experience and the after-

el e P

Weeding Your Garden.
A young girl sat at the window,
unh«ppy and discontented. She
was looking at the landscs,; o, but
could sere no beauty in the 1. du'at-
ing hi'ls in the distance, c .« with
the fresh green of spring. or the
young shruts budding fort: ander
her window. It was the !rst of |
May, when nature is at he: hest—
not tired or scorched by the lieat of
summer. The mind must he at
peace to thoroughly enjoy r.ature.
A friend of the y ung girl’s wmother,
coming ouvt «f the house, lo ked at
the face so drawn by uphappiness.
She stopped and said :
[ am afraid, dear eirl, that you
have nct weeded out your garden.
The girl answered, I have no gar-
den to werd. Wae hire a man to do
such work.
It is impossible for you to hire
any one to we:d your gard-n ; you
+nly can do it.
Tae girl, with a sarprised look,
said, T do not understand you.
Well, wy dear, it is the garden of
your life I am talking about, «nd if
you want beau iful flowers you mu:t
pull out the weeds. Eavy, jealousy,
auger, pride, selfishness are some of
the weeds that grow very fast.
e el G

Keep Your Top Coon —It is
reported of Artemus Ward that he
ouce offered his flask of whirkey to
the driver of the siage on the top
of which he was riding through a
mountainous sec ion. The stage:
driver refused the fl sk in most
decided tones. Said he :—

I dn’c drink; I won't drink ; I
don’t like to see any one else drink.
I am of the opinion of those moun-
tai .s—keep your top cool ! They've
got snow and I’ve got braius; that's

lady must have one,

all the d fference.
There is » great deal of wisdom
in his remark, Keep your top cool.
Without a sound brain man is
not of much use in the world.
Alcohol, whether in beer, cider,
wine, brandy, or whiskey, is a foe
of the brain; and when it gets there,
inflames it and renders it unfic for
use. Be like the honest stage -driver,
and resolve to keep the top cool.

el ot~ e

AN Exceieyt RuLk. — John
Wesley’s mother once wrote to him
when he wasin college : Would you
judge of the lawfulness or the un
lawfulness of a pleasure, take this
rule ; Whatever weakens your
reason, impairs the tenderness of
your conscience, obscures your sense
of God, or takes off the reli-h of
spiritual things ; whatever increases
the authority of your body over
your mind, that thing to you is sin.

ety =t QP —

Does my life please God 7

Am ] studying my Bible daily !

Am I enjoying my Christian life!

Have I ever won a scul to Christ!

Is there anyoae I can not forgive!

How much time do I spend in
prayer !

Have I ever had a direct answer
to prayer!

Am I trying to bring my frieads
to Christ

Just where am I making my
greatest mistake !

Is there anything I can not give
up for Christ !

How does my life look to those
who are not Christians !

Pain - KeuLEr cures all sort: of cuts,
broises, buerns and strains, Taken
internally 1t cures diarrboes and
dysentery. Avoid substitutes, there
is hut one Pain-Killer, Perry Davis'.
2. and 50ec.

Bioyclists and athletes generally will
find Haygard's Yellow Oil the 1
effective remedy for limbering up
joints and sore muscles. The
thing for cuts or wounds of any ki

§ iIf there is a cavity in your aching
tooth, plug it with a piece of Dr. Low’s
Toothache Gum. It will stop the ache
promptly, and act as a temporary fill-
ing. Price 10c.

Suffer No More.—There are thou-
sands who live miserable lives because
dyspepsia dulls the faculties and
shadows existence with the cloud of
depression. One way to dispel the
vapors that beset the victims of this
disorder is to order them a course of
Parmelee’'s Vegetable Pills, which are
among the best vegetable pills known,
being easy to take and most efficacious
in their action.

prove this.

JARDINIERS

Our complete siock of Jar-

diniers are being offered at one
third off the regular price, Every

Also a

piece of our

CHINA

which we are offering at a very
low figure.

Must be sold.

LEMONT & SONS.

USE —

Wiley's Emulsion

I, AN

COD LIVER OiL

—AND -

HYPOPHOSPHITES

The Best for Lung Dieeases,
AT

Wiley's Drug Stors

INDIGESTION
CAN BE CURED.

An Open Letter from a Preo
minent Clergyman.

C GATES, SON & CO,,

Middleton, N. S.

Daar Sirs,—Please pardou my delay
in answering yours of weeks ago. Yes
I have no hesitation in recommending
your

Invieorating Syrup

Daring the fall and winter of "96
and ‘97 I was greatly distreased with
indigestion. I tried several remedies
each of which gave me no relief. I
was advised to try your Invigorating
Syrup, which I readily did, and have
felt grateful ever slnce to the one who
gave such good advice. The very first
dose helped me, and before half of the
first bottle was used I was completel
cured. Have aot been troubled winz
the disease since. I have taken oe-
casion to recommend your medicine
publicly upon several occasions, ana
heartily ao so now. You are st liberty
to use this in any way you please.

Yours truly,

(REV.) F. M. YOUNG,
Pasto: Baptist Church, Bridge-
town, N. S.

Sold Everywhere at 50 cents
per Bottle.

New Goods

JAMES R HOWIE

PRACTICAL TAILOR,

I & li:::miu?’o:;-;d":'t’:h.
e LT seassting o?‘li.é
and Canadian Tweed Suitings
and Dark Spring dilﬁ

'l‘mnnulhom.:d Imwwz

A trial of them willl

make up in Fizar Ouass Sryea

, necondin
s the latest New York Spring aad fum

mer Fashions, and guarantes 4~ give
»aisfaction.
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MEN'S FURNISHING DEPARTMENI
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