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INTERNATIONAL LESSON. |

First Quarter, Lesson 9, Feb. 11, 1900

JESUS AND NICODEMUS. —

Read John 2.
Commit Verses 14-17.

GoLpeN Text. —For God so loved
the world that he gave his only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth
sn him should not periwsh, but have
everlasting life. ‘

“This is the ‘Golden Text’ of
the eatire Bible.” '

HISTORICAL SETTING.

Time.—April, A. 0. 27, about the
time of the P.ssover, which was
April 9-15. It was about two
months af er he had gained his first
disciples, as we learned in our last
I+ sson,

Place.—Jerusalem ; the upper
chamber of the house where Jesus
was the guest, and could be reached |
by outside stairway.

Jokn still preaching in the wilder-
ness of Judea.

In the development of Hws Work |
we see how Jesus begins his life,
during its first three months.

1. He had gained five or six
disciples.

2 He spent tw) months in Gali-
lee.

3. Hs wrought miracles, which
proved his authority and revealed
his glory, his true inner nature.

4 He came to Jerusalem to the

sembled for religious meeting

5. He cleansed the temple, be-
cause it was a work that ought to
done, and the cleansing was a type
of his work for the Jewish nation.
6. These things having awakened
an interest, he propounded some of
the esseutial fundamental trut!
the kingdom of God. It is
that we study to-day.

Tae Kixepom oF Gop.—Vs. 1 2
Jesus came to Jerusalem to the
Passover festival. During the feast
he cleansed the temple, and taught
in its porches. There was a man of
the Pharisees. The strictest sect of
the Jews, holding the most correct
opinions (Matt, 23 ; 3) and look
for the Messiah. Many of them
were very bad, mere whited sepul-
chers, but the most of them, like
Nicodemus and Paul, were the best
goil for planting the gospel tru:hs.
Nicodemus. All we know of him
is recorded here and in John 7: 50;
19: 39, which implies that he be-
came a disciple. A ruler of the
Jews. He appears to have been a
scribe, a teacher of the law, a man
of wealth and prominence. His
position as a member of the San-
hedrim, the Jewish supreme court
and senate or parliament combined,
was one of dignity and influence.
Came to Jesus by night.
fear, but from comwmon prudence.
If so prominent a man had beea
seen consorting with Jesus, every-
body would have known it, and
great efforts would have been
made to prevent his going farther.
The quiet evening hour was the
best time for his purpose. His
going at all implies strength of
character, desire for the truth, and
honesty of purpose. Rabh. Teacher,
master.
from God. He was sure that there
was some divine influence upon
him. For no man can do thess
miracles except God be with him.
They were worthy of a prophet.
He came for light.

The Jewish Conception of the
Kingdom of God. Nicodemus felt
tuat he was in the kingdom of God.
He was a teacher in the mnation
that, since Abraham, had been the
kingdom of God. There was no
other outward kingdom of God on
earth.

The Messiah was promised to
them. And he expected the
Messiah to be the royal monarch of
this kingdom and to triumph out-
wardly over all nations

Tug New BirtH. — Vs, 3-6
Jesus answered. Not to a spoken
question but to his needs, to the
deeper questions of his soul. Fz-
cept a man (any one) be born again,
or ‘“anew.” Whosoever is born
anew, or is born from above, is
born ageia. He cannot ses the
kingdom o God. The declaration
is explicit that a new spiritual life
is necessary. He cannot see the
kingdom of God Not only cannot
enter the kingdom, but cannot see
it, cannot understand what it is.
Born when he is old. Nicodemus
was old‘in the outwarl kir g lom of
God. Jesus replies by rep ating
his truth with emphasis. Kxcepta
man be born of watsr and of the
Spirit. Jesus now adds born of
water to born of the Bpirit. - As
water is not repeated, the emphasis
lies on the Spirit. To understand
this nots several things in the
circumstances: (1) John was baptiz-
ing with water as a symbol of
repentance. (2) Baptism symboliz
ed the cleansing of the soul from
sin. (3) Baptism symbolized the
outward profession, the eateriag
into the visible kingdom. (4)
Nicodemus was faemiliar with the
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!ri'w with thi: signification.
' His mind re-ted on the outward all may see.

| thought, of love, of hatred,

Passover, at which multitudes as- ! this law.

S Ul'j

Not from |

Thou art a teacher come.

kingdom of God,

| says to him, You must not only be ‘ the same—lookiang, believing. 7That
1 . - . .- .
born of water, ¢. e., enter the out- | whosoever b:lieveth in him.

ward kingdom as you have done,
but you must also be born of the
Spirit, or you are not really in the
kingdom, (6) Jesus enforces this
truth by the statement of a general
principle.  That which ss born of
the fl:sh. The visible man, includ-
ing the appetites, faculties &c. 7s
flesh, is of the same kiad as that
from which it is born. Outward
things can bring men into only the
outward kingdom. Zhat which s
born of the Spirst is spirit. Relating
to the spiritual life of the soul,
thus bringing men into the real,
gpiritual kingdom of God.

What is the New Birth? It is
not the impartation of new faculties
or new powers to the soul. Itisa
change of character. In a convert-
ed man the chief subjects of
are

changed. It isa change frowm sin
to holiness,

The New Birth is but the Be-
ginning of the New Life. The birth
of a child is but the begzinning of
its life. It is to grow, develop, un
fold its powers, be disciplined and

trained almost without limit.

Ye must be born again is not a
hard command, but a blessed privi-
lege. It is not an obstacle, but a
door ; not a hindrance, but a stair
way,—even steps to glory.

TaE WoORK oF THE SPIRIT.— Vs,
7, 8. Marvel not. For the same
mystery is seen in natural things.
Must be. There is no escape from
But ' when men see the
ble.sedness this law of Christ,
they will thank God thav th -y may
be born again The wind blowsth.
The term for wind in Hebrew and
Aramaic, as well as in Greek, was

0
U

also the teem for spirit Where it
listeth (pleaseth), 4. e, according to
158 own unknowvn laws, and not ac
cording to our pleasure or will

Thou hearest the sound thereof, ete,
You see the results, but you cannot
tell the causes, which are beyond
our reach. So is every one that i;
born of the Spirit. The Spirit's
methods we cannot know, but the

of receiving the new life from God. |
Whosoever includes everybody, the
meanest and wickedest, as well as
the greatest and best.

perish. From the effects of sin,
which end in destruction of the
soul. But have eternal life. Be

born again, have the new spiritual
life by which he shall grow into a
perfect man in Christ Jesus, and
live forever in heaven. Eternal life
is the life which endures beyond
the grave, and grows fuller and
richer as the ages roll on
present poscession of the Christian,
and does not begin with the world
to come, though it continues in it.

(1) Faith leads to salvation.

o v i < y
Christ as our Saviour, of devoting
ourselves to him, opening our hearts
to hun.

will not save a starving man unless
he eats.
man who will not trust bim enough

condemned for his erimes, who wi |
not believe in the offer of pardon
from his king
and his prison eell.

the who'e Gospel

facts of the new life are plain and
certain as that the strong wind
uends the forest trees,
not know the day nor the hour
when we are born again, but we
may know the fact by the fruits.

Tue Fouxparion oFr Farru. —Vs
9-13. Art thouw a master, that is,
teacher, and knowest not these thing.!
You will find this truth in the
Scriptures you teach (Ezek. 11: 19;

18: 31; 36: 26; Jer. 24: 7; 31: 33)
Have you studied the Secrip-
tures enough to teach, and not

noticed this great truth ?

We speak that we do know.The we
may possibly include his disciples.
They knew the truth from experi
eace. [/t I (now he speaks for
himself) have told you earthly things.
Things written and experienced in
the earthly existeace. How shall
ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly
things! Those truths which could
not be learned without a revelation
from heaven; divine forgiveness
the love of God, the divine nature
of Christ, the atonement, the reality
of life beyond the grave, the way
to obtain it, the blessedness of
heaven, th> glcries of the Messiah’s
kingdom on earih. No man hath
ascended up to heaven, and brought
back the testimony of an eye-witnes,
but he that came down from heaven,
and therefore know absolutely the
things which he revealed to men
about spiritual and heavenly things.
Even the Son of man. Thus showing
that he was the one who had come
down from heaven. Which s in
heaven. His home is in heaven,
and he maintains conticually a
vital connection with heaven. We
are in ignorance and darkness with-
out this revelation of Jesus Christ.
These higher things are not
theories, but facus attested by the
witness of the only person who
knows.

Tue Wavy or SanvarioN,—Vs,
14, 15, 18. As Moszs lijtsd up the
serpent in the wilderness. Study
the story in the Num. 21: 4.9
Great numbers were bitten by the
fiery serpents in the wilderness, and
many died. The bite was incurable.
Travelers tell us that to this day a
mottled snake with fiery red spots
upon its head absounds at certain
sensons in the Arabah (the desert
south of the Dead Sea). So inflam-
mable is its bite that it is likened
to fire coming through the veins.
The serp:nt poison, like that of sin

duced great pain,
death
a brazen serpent, and place it upon
a pole, and carry it through the
camp, 8o that all could end
whosoever looked upon this brazen
serpent was eured.
was an act of faitk, implying repent-
ance and a return to obedience and
God. KHvm 80 must the Son of man
be lified wp. Oa the cross. The
cross still holds up Jesus before the
world.

Pointe of Comparison. (1) The
painful and deadly nature of sin,
like the bite of the fiery serpents.
2) L is incurable by human power.

see .

We may !

| LU‘.
pervaded the whole system, pro-,strong drink
and endei in!fruit of the vine even in its
Moses was directed to make |

The looking L

(5) (3) The mode of lifting up, so that eremite of the old

(4) The design was t

Jesus, there‘ore, | similar—to save those who were Ia one short day he bui'ds his altar
, upon Carmel, cha'lenging vhe priests

Accepts | of Baal to an ordeal of fire, and

him as Lord.  Beheving is the act | then at evening, when the strength

C
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Should not
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Itis a

It is more than mere endless ex-lhis purple! But John was an
perience. It is goodness, fullness |abstainer, from his birth to his
of lif>, joy, peace, !ove. sharp death he did not know the

Faith the Condition of Salvation.

{9\
\ «

Faith is so accepting the testimony

Illustrations. Food proviced

The doctor cannot cure a

to take his medicines and obey his F““'l'l‘ ‘?‘ ?Pl?do“k’) fell 9‘; {lk;e fa_c; 0_§
directions. He that bilieveth not is | °9F 1OSt when he sald the gittec
condemned already young man was blighted in the

As a prisoner,

remains in his chains

e })

Tue Love or Gop — Vs, 16, 17.}

V. 16 is not only the centra! verse |

of this lesson, bur of the Bible. All |

the Bible circles around 18 verse, |

as oh planets around the 1n. |

| Luthec call this verse The Little |
Go-pel, or The Little Bible '

yea, the \l.‘lm:t'l
Bible, 18 contained in tlese few
words. God so loved. Love ptto
the highest possible test. Z'he world
Not merely heavenly beings, but

this poor, sinful world. [t was this
wonderful fact which the angels
sang on the fields of Bethlehem.

That he onre hes (',7),/-‘1/ beéa ttenn Non

lflu_*:‘t*‘ has been an lln!v?v'-,\l-lh 3‘11 AU
Christ vme to wake God love men
instead of hating them. Buat here |
we are toid that God's love was the

origin of salvation for men ; that
Christ came because God loved men.
Nature gives us wmany hints of
God’s love; but we cannot be sure

that God loves us, except by
this gift of his Son. The argu
ment 1is irrefutable. *“ He that

spared not his own Son, but deliver-
ed him up for us all, how shall he
not with him also fresly give us all |
things ¥' Zhat whosoever belrveveth.
The offer is unlimited. The only
condition is faith. It is no more a
hindraace than the stairs are a
hindrance to coming out from a
burning building, or & road is a
hindrance to reaching a place. No¢
.+ .« t0 condemn the world, Or r. V.,
“to judge,” for the world was
already in sin, condemned, under
judgement, as v. 18 But that the
world through him might be saved.
The condemnati n is no part of the
gospel, any more than the disease is
a part of the doctor’s remedy. Hae
often has to make men feel that
their hidden disease is dangerous
that men may be willing to be
cured; but his work is to cure.
[ P
Abstainers of Bible Times.

Whav says the Bible upon the
temperance question ! It speaks in
bold words against the use of wine,
and teaches by the lives of noted
ab talpers that stimulants are not
necessary, that without them labor
can be arduous and prolonged. The
m-n of brain force and wmuscular
vigor mever tas‘ed wice, Let us
borrow the wand of the witch of
Endor and call up Samuel. Cin
we find a nobler specimen of a man
or one who lived more intensely
than he? He is the historian,
writing down these sicred records
when literature was young. He is
the statesman who could either
crown kings or chide them. He
was the saint who kept near to God
a8 his right arm. He was the
prophet through whose lips of fire
Jehovah Himself spoke. But
Samuel kept his garmeats all un
spotted from the sin of Noah and of
He tast d neither wine nor
He touched not the
harm-
less, unfermented shape.

Or let us call up Samson The
puscles of bis brawny arms are
like cords of st2el. How he plays
with the Pailistine: ca rying off
their city gates upon his shoulder
and pulling down the temple of
taeir god! Even the jiwbone of
an ass, with his right hand clasping
it, becomes as a scythe of steel,
leaving its bloody s vath behind it.
But Samson was a total abstaioer.
No particle of his giant strength
was drawn from the fruit of the
vine.

loins and
chariot to Jezreel
w
Daniel, #ho suffered no harm from
refusing the royal wine.
was fairer, ruddier, and purer than
the faces of the Babyloniau youths
who had not, as he, the courage to

Baptist as he comes from the desert.
With what tremendous energy he
wrought and spoke. What thunders
were in his tones when the mere
echoes of his voics shook the royal
pa'ace and wade Herod tremble in

t
! Burton.

manship in the form
map, which our host said was maie
by his bookkeeper, an accomplished
young Englishman. The superiority
of the work indicated such genius
as to prompt an inquiry as to the
history and whereabouts of the pen-

forenoon of life and had gone to a
o]

| nos

d speasation, '
nat champion of a forsaken faith. l

f others is spens, he girds up his
runs before the royal
And Elijah

as an abstainer. So, too, was

His face

ay No.
Or let us make way for the rough

aste of wine.—Tie Rev. Henry

T
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of Christ as to do what he says and | The Cruel Cigarette.
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A0 T God and we accent | YWhil: sitting in a gentleman’s
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them as true. (3) Faith is ‘the a ¢ { PATi0F 10 Ukiaioma, we noticed on |
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of choosing God as our God and|%¢ Wall an artistic piece of pen- |

of a beautiful

premature grave. Pointing to a
small Episcopal church across the
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MACHINES!

W. will sell the balance of om *
stock waile thay last feom $20.00
wards,for Cash Only

THE QUEEN, CLIMAX AND

h'ﬂ.«i ;Hzti f'»()l,
cigarettes

At the time of his death he was
working in a bank. Notwithstand-
ing his complete slavery to the
cigarette, he would not light nor
use one ins‘de tue bauk building
He soon found that his mind was
i‘;H«”u'\'!]ft;g 80 imp smred thabt he could
L "ill in hi:x
without being continually under the
influence of the cigaretts. He would

by an appetite for

“‘_'..\t;l!{(-.\' t;;.(‘\lf‘t,'s

!s’l; out and smoke at intervals

Too late, he awoke to the reali-
zation of his bondage, and his loss of
will-power and utter helplessness to
break the chain. At noon, he kiss-
ed his wife and baby good bye, and,
as she thought, went to the bank.
Late in the evening the banker
ca'led to ascertain why he bad not
appeared 'in his place of business.
Search was begun at once, and he
was found in the little church he
loved #0 much, stretched upon a sofa
with a last letter to his wife lying
on a chair by his side,

P
How They Carry Money.

To the initiated a man’s national-
ity is betrayed by the way he carries
his money. Toe Eqglishman carries
his loosely in bis right-hand trouser’s
pocket—gold, silver and copper all
mixed together. He pulls out a
haodful of the mixture in a large,
opulent way and selects the coins he
has need of.

The American carries his wad of
bills in & peculiar, long, bparrow
pocket-book, in which the green-
backs lie flat, The Frenchman
makes use of a leather purse with
no distinguishing characteristics,
while the German uses one guily
embroidered in silks by the fair
hand of some lLottchen or Mina.

The half civilized capitalist from
some torrid South American city
carries his dollars 1n a belt with
cunningly devised pockets to bafil
the gentlomen with lizht fingers.
Some of these belts are very expen-
sive,

Tae Italian of the poorer classes
ties up his little fortune in a gaily
colored handkerchief, secared with
many knots, which he secrets in
jome mysterious manner about his
:lothes.

A sim'lar course has charms for
the Spaniard, while the lowsr class
Rassian exhibits a preference for
118 boots or the lining of his clothes
«8 & hiding-piace for bis savings.—
Liyadon Tit-Bits,

Oar prayer for guidance will not
oe heard unless we are willing to be
lad.

CB()UI', CHrisus aAxp Cornvs are all
quickly cure ! by Pyny-Po toral. I
lessens the cough instantly,
and cures r:idily the most obstinate
cold. Manuficturad by the proprietors
of Perry Davis’' P.in Killer.

To TaHOSE oF SEDENTARY Occura-
rioN,—Man who follow sedwentary
occupations, which deprive chem of
fresa air and exercise are more prone
o disorders of the liver and kidneys
han those who lead active, outdoor
ives.. ‘The former wil fiad in Parm-
ee's Vegetable Pills a res'orative with-
out question the most efficacious on
ne market. They are essily procur-
\ble, eas ly takea, act expeditiously,

almos

-

Or let us call up Eljah, the stera

«wnd they are surprisingly cheap con-
sidering their exocellence,

street, he said this bright life was
ended by h's own hand while lying
on a sofa alone in that building.

He had a youug wife, a echarming
little woman, a good salary and an |
extra half-thousand do!lars which

| wa Bl him every year Oy his
. 1 P pi ]
father ; but he was a 8§ ave, bound

NEW HOME.

Eery one warranted, and If not
satisfactory after 3 months we
will refund the mouey. All must
be sold at once as we want the
room ab

-

MeMarravd bo.

USE —
Wiley's Emuision

M,

COD LIVER OIL

—AND-

HYPOPHOSPHITES

The Best for Lurg Diceases,
AT

Wiley's Drug Storg

Run Down
CGATES

Invigorating Svrup
Built Me Up.

Waterford, Digby Co.,
Nov., 1895,
C. GATES & CO.

Gentlemen—Two years ago I was
run down, lost my appetite and became
8o week that I could not work. Tried
many medicines without receiving an
benefit. I then got your LIFE O
MAN BITTERS and SYRUP which
soon built me up and I have remained
well ever since.

Y oura respectfully,
DELANEY H. GRAHAM

6 C GATES' SON & GO

MIDDLETON, N, S.

New Goods

JAMES R HOWIE

PRACTICAL TAILOR,

BEG toinform my numerous patvons

that I have just opened outps
large and well-selected stook of
SPRING CLOTHS, consisting of B
3ootch and Canadian Tweed Suiﬂngl.ﬁ
Corksorew ard Disgonal Suitings, h.lt
sud Dark Spring Overcoatiags, and all the
latest designs and tterns in
Trouserings from whiog. I am prepared e
make nf in Fiear Crase Sryua, secording
bo the latest New York Spring and Swa

mer Fashions, and guarantee 4~ give endl
satiafaction,

& PRIOES MODERATE. W

EN'S FURNISHING DEPARTMEN]

My stock of Men's Furnishing Goods
cannot be excelled, It consists of Hasd
and Soft Hats of English and Amesicsa
make, in all the noveltiesand Staples Suyle
for Spring Wear. White and
shirts, Linen Collars, Silk Handk
Braces, Merino Underwear Houlery
wall selacted assortment of l“moy Tien ane
Soarts, in all the latest patterns of Enelly
and American des

& Rubber Olothing a speciatty

Jas. R. Xowie

192 Queen S ., Frederioton

BOARDERS - WANTED.
RS, WM DOWNEY King 8

M near York, provides good boasd

with large airy 1ooms tv lady Normal
School Students. She can also accommo
ate » few tranuent boarders.




