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Note— This feature of the
“Column” will appear as often 2s
the questions submitted may re-
quire. Readers are invited to make

free use of the “Box.” Addre:s al

Heard at the Church Door.

I once stood at ‘the church door
as the congregation passed out, and
these are some of the things I
heard :

Good-morning Mrs, Clare; what
a love of a bonnet you uave.

Yes, but the ribbon is a shade
too dark don't you think, and—

Stock fell two per cent. and the

syndicate secured $50,000 worth—
the rest of the sentence was lost as
the speaker, a gray-haired florid-
faced man, with gold eye-glasses
passed into the open air.
Did you ever hear the minister
80 prosy in all your bora days as he
was this morning ? said a tall, an:
gular woman, with the look of a
martyr upon her countenance. Di-
rectly behind her came a crippled
girl on crutches; and the sweet
content upon her brow was beauti-
ful to look upon asshe said to one
by her side: How the love of
Christ helps us to bear our crosses ;
and how helpfuliy Mr. Albright
spoke of it in ivs sermon. And the
crutches sounded quite cheerful as
khey pattered dowm the steps, and
out upon the side-walk.

As he leavesthe place he does not
urn back, to see the things bebind
"!,i'n, for it is samd if any should
care to look back he would see
' st of evil spirits dancing and
' fessting on the human flesh. These
crremonies are followed by much
feasting and many rites, much too
tedious to be described. J

It seems necessary for me to give
you some idea of widowhood in
Bengal, The very day a girl be-
comes a widow, her colored clothes,
silver and golden ornaments, are
all taken off, and a mark of red
powder, which every married woman
wears on the forehead, is rubbed
out. Henceforth she is to dress in
white, and wear no-ornament of
any kind whataver during her life.
tine. Her daily meals are reduced
to one, Each widow is required to
cook her own food and to abstain
entirely from food and drink two
days in every month. In the warm
days of April when the burning
sun dries up the ponds of their
water, and scorches the leaves of
tbe trees, these poor victims of«1

superstition faint and pant in hun-
cer and thirst, If they are dying

questions to “Press Co., Care of
Miss A. G. Hartley, St.John (West,
N. B)

Qur Question Box.

Ques. (5) Whyl cannot Associate

Society ?
Business

Sunday Schoel
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ly. Be sure to sign your name to | With some cords and lay them both
each answer, though this will not |on the pile, where she is burned
alive amid the praises of spectators. £
What a heart-rending scene it must
be, to beho!d the wretched children,
India.--A Glance .at @ Few of Its ! Who, with horror unspeakable, thus
witness the death of their two

be published if you so request.
Com.

Social Custems.

BY PRISCA. dearest relatives on earth, the one . . | us pray over it, that my eye« 1nay
- ones in Heaven, I thank my Lord ; ‘ .

(Concluded) O:h:lt‘] a::—y;clt)iymngotu:tl gre::‘tl,)i’ the | .1 the withered face at that mo- | 0® Op,el‘l‘ed ; lwhese # ll)l)' f'“l“ sj -

-—amm : perstition, 21, ont seemed almost tranmsfigured, [JOU Will tellibew ' ou jeaZ in

“None but the sinners die under
their own roof” is the prevailing
belief among the Hindoos. The|,
person who dies at home and on
be surely possessed of an evil spiriv. | ¢
His ghost walks round the house,
and frequents the places where he|
rested in his lifetime. Hence, the |
soment the physician has declared
that there is no hope of life for the
gick person, the friends hurry him |,
away to the ghant on the bank of
the river Ganges, where they lay|,
him down in such a way that he|,
may see and bow down to the
sacred river In these ghants some |
rooms have been erected for the

—

the corpse of their husband.
Members vote in the monthly meet- | widow is asked or forced to die in
ings, on the routine business of the | this way. She who voluntarily
takes up her own cross and follows
after her husband of life is welcome.

Ques. (6) Should a person who | Every preparation will be made to
is not a Christian teach a class in}help her in the act, As it would
be a disgrace tp the family in case
of ‘her failure, the people ask her to

Will not many of our readers|consider the matter well, and find-
give us their ideas on these ques-|1R8 bher firm in her position, bind
#lonsl Send your angweys in prompts ber and her dead husband together

m
mistaken precepts of her priests.
like a troubled sea, without shore

Tuesday or Saturday, is believed to |

ulity and

8 the Rig-Veda.

=

rendering would

English law, against the publication

a little water will be put to the

lips, merely to wet them. In order e d
Lo escape these continual sufferings, | SC o0 POX Uader your Rose every

it has been the practise with many time you step a foot into church,
widows to burn themselves, with grovled a big man, buttoning his
N | coat tightly around himself, as

though resolved that they should
have none of his nickels at -ny
rate.

And, O girls! we had a whole
box of chewing gum !—and cara-
mels !--and isn’t Miss Zane horrid ?
and the bevy of gay school girls
twitteredaway with never a thought
that they were desecrating the
sanctity of the place

Not that way, mother, spoke up
a sharp voice; and its owner
caught hold of the arm of a little,
bent old woman who seemed con-
used in the crowd, and drew her
ather roughly toward the door.
Sure enough Eliza, came the meek
esponse ; [ can’t just see as I used
o, but there won't be any blind

Wish they wouldn’t stick a col

~

e N

artyr to her conviction of the I am so anxious for my Sunday-

chool class, I wish yow would pray
for them. I glanced in the direc-
tion fromn whence the words came,
nd saw the tears standing in the
eyes of one of the meost faithful
young teachers, and remembered
he bad one of the most unruly
lasses in the school. Buas from
hat moment I have had no doubt
hose boys will coge out all right.
[f I only knew where the money
was coming from, one young man
was saying to another, as they
passed me. Don’t worry, Jack, in
some way or other the Lord will
provide. And as I recognized in
them two students preparing for
the ministry, I had only time to

Sir Alfred Lyall has said “Hindoo
eligion is a religions chaos. It is

r visible horizon, driven to and
ro by tbke winds of boundless cred-
grotesque invention.”
{ence, who could de-cribe it cer-
ainly not I!

The sacred book of the Brahmans
As to its charac-
er we may accept the judgment
f Max Muller, who apologizes for
he deficiencies of his own transla
ion by saying that a complete
have made him
iable to prosecution under the

a

cr cr 0O

a0 alati 1 Qil' ¢ .
accommo 'ation of the sick,and thelf | ¢ “ohecene literasure. = According | . 1a G 3 aftas ihoat it
friends because in some instances|. i doctrine. nothing renlly send a God--peed after them before
i . v ) - - - i > O
. turning to place a couple of bank
they linger a long time before death | . .. except Brahm. Men are - P P

comes in which case they all re-
main there day and night. It is
believed th st between the edges of
¢his world and the other there is a

: L
river to by those who go

Cross,

merely sparks from the eternal fire,
separated for a time to be absorb d |,
at last What then shall the Brah

bills, which had been given me for
by a wealthy and
ind hearted member of the church,
in tke hands of a pale faced woman
in nlack. Her husband had been

that purpose

nan do to be saved?! His only sal-

. s : vation is extinction. If you would |, :11 4 :
from this. There are no boats at|¢ 1 . Hindoo saint. search for him killed by an accident a few wecks
- . . 9 4 A e v} ~ . B . .
all. Each one must provide the . g o o : before, Xeavmg ner i1n great destitu
2 : ! by the roadside. You will find bim | .. y e e gyt
means of crossing for himself, | ; tion, with a large family of children

Hence, at the point of death or a
little while before the departure |,
from this world, the traveller dedi-
cates a cow, and a large quantity of
raw rice, peas, butter, sugar and
clothes to the gods, As a gompen-
sation the infernal spirit will pro-
vide him with a cow, which will
carry him to the other side of the
river, and the eatable things will
satisfy the spirit on its way. When
the men se~ the sick person breath-
ing his last, they plunge his whole
body, up to the neck in the river,
and shout. You can easily imagine
how soon the last remnant of life
flies from th: body under such
treatment, and to add to the suffer-
ings of the last hour, a man pinches
very tightly the great toes of the
eick, until he dies. They then
erect a pile of wood which is nearly
six feet long, three broad, and six
high on which they lay the dead
body. Before doing this they
anoint the body and put a cross
on the forenead with the sacred
mud from the Ganges. When the
corp-e ba: been laid on the wooden
pile, the oldest son of the deceased
walks seven times around it, with
& blazing torch in his hand, repeat-
ing some words after the Brahman
who performs the funeral service.
He theu touches the mouth of the
dead with the fire of the torch;
the friends help him in this, and in
the course of five hours they burn
the body to ashes. They take a
piece of the burnt body enclose it

there, crouching
naked

o

stupidity.
plating one of his long fingew nails
He moves not except when with a
spiritonal
grotesque, were it not so unspeak-
ably pathetic ; he lifts his dreamy
eyes and mutters,
am God.” Sach in short is a sample
of a devotee to the Brahman relig-
ion. Sad, dark, dismal, pitiable, 1
their conditions are !
the lights of the true religion can
emancipate them from their servi-

upon his knees,
with hair uncombed, his
ody besmeared with ashes. His
ountenance wears a look of utter
He is intently contem-

He is the God of the widow and
the fatherless, I said gently. As
he dropped the cheap crape veil
over her face to hide the tears of
joy that sprang to her eyes at the
unexpzcted bounty, and in broken
accents exclaimed, He is, He is,
indeed ! Bless Him for His good-
ness ; and thank Mr, S—, thank all
of my friends, I thought, Truly, it
is more blessed to give than to
receive.

I love 'ou mamma, prattled a
ittle tot of two summers, just
awakened from the nap she had
been enjoymg during the sermon,
I love ’ou ; and the wee one flashed
a sweet smile up into the mother’s

face, which sent an answering
smile back again.

And then the sexton came and
locked the door, and I went away,
pondering the strange mec ley utter-
ances which had gone up from that
corgregation that morning, to be
written down by the recording
angel in the great Book of Remem-
rance.—A. H. Jessup, in the
Standard.
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God Knows Best

@

pride which would be

I am God! I

Nothing but

tude, strengthen them in their
weakness, and exalt them from the
low and degraded surface they stand
on. Let pity awake in our hearts
towards the suffering millions ! God
does everything by instrumentali-
ties, we are the same in his hands.
Work then if it be expedient, or
send teachers to work in the har-
vest of your King. Behnld the
harvest is great but the laborers
are few! Help them, and bless
them with the light we enjoy,—
yea the light of the knowledge of
the King eternal, immortal, and
the only wise God, and ours will be
the blessing forever !

St. John (Weast),

March 13th., 1899

Milistream Society.

I need oil, said an ancient monk,
So he planted him an olive sapling.
Lord, he prayed, it needs rain
that its tender roots may drink and
swell. Send gentle showers, And
she Lord sent a gentle shower.
Lord, prayed the monk, my tree
needs sun. Seand sun, I pray thee.

~ Although we have not reported
in the 1J4TELLIGENCER for some

gn a mud cup and throw it in the
river. Children one year, are bur-
ied on the river's edge, but no
tablet or monument is erected on
the spot. They then wash the
funeral place, remove the ashes,
and bathe themselves before they
leave the spot. The eldest son
erects a pole, nearly eight feet
high, on the place just washed, and
sets there a water pitcher and an
earihen saucer, with eight small
sea shells upon it, shghtly strikes
the pitcher with the shovel, and
turns his face in the opposite way,

time, we have read with much
pleasure the letters from the other
societies, and feel encouraged when
we think they are still working.

A short time ago we elected our
officers for the next six months,
they are as follows: J. E, Good,
Pres; Mrs, J. P. McAuley, Se¢;| Then the monk sought the cell of
Ethel Good, Treas a brovher monk and told his strange

At present we only meet once a | experience.
fortnight as our society is so small,| I, too, have planted a little tree,

And the sun shone, gilding the
dripping clouds.

Now frost, my Lord, so brace its
tissues, cried the monk. And be-
hold, the little tree stood sparkling
with frost.

But at even-song it died.

to continue our work, trusting in
. the Lord Jesus Christ for help.
A Mewber,

thrives well,

and the weather bad, but we hope |the other monk said, and see! it
But I intrusted my | ract of Wild Strawberry, which cared
little tree to its God. He who made ne when eve rything « lse failed. John
it knows better what it needs than L. Carter, Brdgstown, N. 8,

a man like me. I laid no conditiun; t
I fixed not ways or- means. Lord,
send it what it neéds, I prayed,
storm or sunshine, wind, rain, or
frost. Thou hast made it, and thou
dost know.—Selected.
RS-
Sowing and Reaping.

A little boy was given a bulb to
plant, and told that if he put 1t in
the ground it would grow, and by
and by it would have a beauu fal
flower. He undertook the task
with great ‘delight, and prowi.ed
blossoms to all his [riends, bu: at
the end of the week he cameto .18
mother in sore disappo ntment.

This buib isn’t good for anyuring
he said. They told me it would
grow and have pretty flowers, but
it doe-n’t grow a bit, for I have dug
it up every day to sze

Just such impatient gardeners

God and kept his ordinances, a .
what have we profited by it? I'h
dishonest ones get ahead fast r, the
careless ones anre happier. Where
are the promised rewards of rijht
eousness—the fruits of obedience!
But the harvests of God ripen
slowly, and tha seed that is sown in
the earth finds its perfection above
the earth. Sometime, somewhere,
whatsoever we have so~n we shall
surely reap —Selected.
el P

A Story.

The late Dr. M. D. Hoge, of
Richmond, Va , tels of two GChris-
tian men who fell ou:. Oae heard
that the other -was talking - against
him, and went to him, and said :
Will you be kind enough to tell me
wy faults to my face, that I may
profit by your Chris ian candor and
try to get rid of them? Yes, sir,
replied the other, I will do it. They
went aside, and the former said:
Before you comwmence teliing whas
you think wrong in me, will you
please bow down with me and let

the prayer. It was done, and, when
the prayer was over, the wan wuo
had sought the iaterview said:
Now proceed with what you have
to complain of in mwe. But tbe
other replied : After praying over
it it looks so 1 ttle that is is not
worth talking abcut  Th- trath is,
I feel now that in going around
talking against you I have been
gerving the devil myself, and hav
need that you pray for we and fur-
give me the wrong I hav: done you,
Dr. Hoge tells the story very well,
and here and thkere in almost every
community is a man or woman who
might profit byit —~Religious Herald.
el - P
A New Heart Needed.

Mere reformation of conduet is
not sufficient to fit any ome for
Christ’s kingdom. There must be
a change of heart. Mr. Moody uses
this homely illustration of the fact;
A man buys a farm and he finds
on that farm a pump. A person
comes along avd says: Look here,
my friend, you dun’t want to use
that water. The wman who lived
here before, he used that water, acd
it poiscned him aad his wife and
children—the water did.

Is that so ? says the man. Well I
will soon make that right. 1 will
find a remedy. And he goes and
gets some paint and paints the
pump, putties up all the holes, and
fills up the cracks in it, and now he
has a fine-looking pump. And he
says, Now I am sure it is all right,
You would say, What a fool to
go and paint the pump when the
wateris bad! But that is what
sinners are trying to do. They are
trying to paint up the old pump
that has always given bad water.
It was a new well the man wanted,
the sinner wants a new heart.

FroMm ALL ovER CANADA come letters
telling us cf the great benefits derived
from the use of The D. & L. Mentb« ]
Plasters 1n cases of neuralgia, rheu-
matism. lame back, ete. Davis' &
Lawrence Co., L d., masufactorers,

Free and expecrorstion immediately
re.ieve and frees the throas and luugs
from viszil phlegm and & medici e
that promot.s this 1s the best medicine
to use for coughs, cold+. u fliamation
of the lungs and a.l affections of the
throat sand chest. This is precisely
what Bickle’s Antl Consumptive
Syrup is a specific for, and wherever
ased it hay given unbounded satisfac-
tion. Children like 1t because it 1s
pleasant, aduurs like it because it
relieves the disease.

Do not wear impermeable and tight-
fitting hats that constrict the blood"
vessels of the scalp. Use Hall's Hair
Renewer occasionally, and you will
not be so bald.

— —————

““He that seeks finds.” He that
takes Hood's Sarsaparilla finds in its
use pure, rich blood and consequently
good health.

DANGEROUS DYSENTERY.

] suffered with Dysentery for four
weeks and could get nothing t> cure
me. I then tried Dr. Fowler's [Ex-

I think, said the child, it's being
sorry euough to quit.

quit.— Unidentitied. |

very badl
Adams, of 116 West Main St., Battlecreek, Mich.

benefit.

What Repentance Is.
A gentleman once asked a Sun-
day school what wa+ meant by the
word repentance. A little boy
ra'sed his hand.
Well, what is it, my lad ?
Being sorty for your sins, was the
answer.
A little girl on the back siat
raised her hand.
Well, my little girl, what do you
thiok ? asked the gentleman.

That is just where so many peo-

el 8-> A
Mental Geography.

Ths d-epest oceaa is D -ath.

A LITTLE ((

A little tickling in the thro
then a dry, hacking ecough
enough to bother about you say,

But every
system, strains the lungs and
wa.i‘ for more serious troubie.

Wood's Norway Pine Syrup noy,
lungs become permanently affeqy
It is the most certain and

Mrs. Geo. F. Foster, Lansd
has this to say: ¢ 1 was taken suf

The most populous country is | p.

! surprise.
- el \.. | always keep it in the
The reglon where no living thing ' houseduringthewinter
hath hantttion is calied yesterday. ' season.”

Our Boy!
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a cold which settled on my lug » divine withil
a terrible congh and it gave me gp@illihey be kept from
. All the remedies I tried seemed rue rewsrd oy
| I then started taking And be right nob

Wood’s Norwa

are most of us in spiritual soil. We | Oolivion. Many go here; few } Pine S8yrup, whic by saving €%
go to our ifather with the o'd, | resurn. | cured me so prompély ate the

laini : Weh seived ]  Toe lirgess river is Ti v | that it was & pleasant e ol B
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Eruptions and skin

diseases are a blot
upon

These blots are actually blood blots. Te ]
cure them Ilotions and outward appli-
cations are useless.
cured, before the skin becomes clean.

The blood must be

That great medicine for the stomach

and blood, Dr. Pierce’s Golden Medical
Discovery, is most effective in cleansing
the complexion and
which defile and deface the skin. It
acts directly upon the stomach and the
organs of digestion and nutrition. It

healing diseases

increases the action of the blood-making

glands, and expels from the system the | 5t 8 o'clock, and Portland at 6 B
lurking poisons which defile the bl
and through it deface the skin.

No alcohol or other intoxicant, no

opium or other narcotic is contained in

*“*Golden Medical Discovery.”
It may pav a dealer better to sell you a

substitute which is less popular but more
profitable than the ‘ Discovery.” It
won't pay you to buy it, if you want a
reliable remedy.

' For about one year and a half my face was
broken out,” writes Miss Carrie

v § t a great deal of money with doctors and
for different kinds of medicine, but received no
. At last I read one of your advertise-
ments in a paper, and obtained a bottle of Dr.
Pierce’s Golden Medical Discovery. Before I
had taken one bottle of this medicine I noticed
a change, and alter taking three bottles I was
entirely cured. I can well recommend Dw.
Pierce's Golden Medical Discovery to any oue
similarly affticted.”

The People’s Common Sense Medical
Adviser, 1008 pages, is sent free by the
author, Dr. R. V. Pierce, Buffalo, N. Y.,
on receipt of stamps to cover expense of
customs and mailing on/y. Send 31 one-
cent stamps for the paper-bound, or 50
stamps for the cloth-bound edition.
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THE BEST COMPANY FOR THE BEST RISK;
E. R. MACHUM, ST. JOHN, N.
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any permanent benefit.
attac

been without them since.

commenced using them.
more refreshed than formerly.

farmer located near Stony
districts in this State, and was bothered with malaria for years, 1
so | could not work, and was always very constipated as wel
g:rslhadmal;ﬂa»bad in the spring, when e ed in §
t 1 could do nothing but shake.® | must have

of quinine pills besides dozens of other remedies, but never ¢
Last fall, in peach time, | had a most
of chills and then commenced to take Ripans Tabules,
friend’s advice, and the first box made me all nght and | ha

I take one Tabule eac momh:.[k

and sometimes when | feel more than usually exhausted 1 take ¢
a day. They have kept my stomach sweet, my bowels regu
have not had the least touch of malaria nor splitting headache
I know also that | sleep better and v
| don’t know how many com
Ripans Tabules will help, but I do know they will cure any on¢
condition I was and | would not be without them at any p
honestly consider them the cheapest-priced medicine in the w¢
they are also the most beneficial and the most convenient 1
I am twenty-seven years of age and have worked hard all my !
‘| same as most farmers, both early and late and in all kinds of
and | have never enjoyed such good:health as | have since last
fact, my neighbors have all remarked my improved condition ar
said® *“Say, John, what are you doing t0 look so healthy ?* -
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