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in Logislatiilf '*rprising number of women are 
ll other lsgibloyed by the British govern 
| cease to Mt in the various branch«s of the 
question igggal system alone. lo Londor, 

lin and Edinburg there ure 

gond story BN women, including two medical 
. Tov seers enployed. The duties of 
8 8 BA ¢ women are varied. There 
vf ys awong them supecintendents, 
d into the ofil™ lelegraphers, writers awd co 

s scene of hiuers of letters. In ad itwnb to 
pr was AUEPS the small army of womea in 
ssion on LONER country post officer and those 
 throuzh Sbloyed in the smaller towns wil: 
Hom A % the number up to ahout 30,- 

‘dunce’ YW," 2] 
v him to of" dumber of country pst offices 
:d up » pol" owen a8 tinistr-sees, and 
ctura of J recently the o'dest of the e 
ard the disSM, at the a.e of 93, having per 

ved IR her duties till wirhi a few 
cel nie" BBY of her death. Salaries in 
a. : vork are comparatively goo’, 
or yb in work is not too ex ctiny and 

* are chances to rise, ae:ce its 
rity. 

JA briillant Ruan writer ad roc. 

ing Americ.n readers, claims that 
the Autocra-y of the Czar is the 
high st ideal of governmen'. H: 
complains that E .gland is constan 
tly worrying Russia in Asia acd 
threa‘'ening the TU .ited States at 
nearly every poin%. What the 
Uuited States Government must do 
in order to save the country fiom 
British tutelege is to enter iuto an 
alilance with Russia, France, and 
Spain against England. He con- 
tends that Germany and England 
are in league agsinst all the rest of 
the world. He ‘‘demonstrates” 
that already England has outwitted 
the Awericans in China, that it is 
-xtremely dangerous for America 
to follow the English lead, and al- 
t g:ther wiss to cooperate with 
Russia G rmany the writer de. 
tests almost as vehemently as Eng- 
land. America is flattered with 
the assurance taat she is loved, ad 
mired, greatly appreciated by Russia 
and that the two powers have the 
world's destinies in their bands. 

Woman's HIE Missionary 
Se). 

““Ruse up ye women that are at ease. 
‘salah 32: 9. 

[All contributions for this column 
should be addressed to Mgrs. Jos. 
McLeop, FREDERICTON. ] 

THE AGENCY OF WOMAN 

IN IMPROVING THE CONDITION OF THE 

CHURCH. 

  

  

An address delivered before a Presbytery 
in Missouri and published in the Christian 
Observer. 

BY REV. EUGENE F. ABBOTT. 

The influence of woman upon the 

history of the world is inestimable. In 

society, in State and in religion she 

has played no little part. To a great 

extent she molds the community in 

which she lives, and gives to it its 

péculiar color. Not a few have wield- 

ed national and almost world-wide in- 

fluence, either for good or for evil. 

History records the names of many 

who have had a great influence in the 
political affairs of their respective 
nations. In literature and educational 
work she holds a high place. Thus in 
almost every channel of life, woman 
has proven her ability to cope with 
man. Ability, therefore, need not 
enter as an element designating what 
her place in the Church shall be. Her 
ability is unchallenged, and gladly and 
willingly acknowledged. 
Woman not only has ability, but is 

susceptible of réligious tralning. The 
natural characteristics of her class 
seem to have an affinity for the pwer, 
gentler and sweeter elements of the 
religion of Christ. Her spiritual nature 
seems $0 be more easily awakened and 
cultured than that of man. 

With these two elements of ability 
and spirituality she stands as a potent 
agency in the building up and the im- 
provement of that institution which 
has given her the position which she 
now holds ~the Church of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. How may she direct her 
talents so as to render the greatest 
amount of good to the Church and 
proffer the greatest gift to the world ? 

BY THE ADORNMENT OF THE HEART. 

In the first place, as fundamenta 
and underlying all other efforts ‘‘ by 
the adornment of the heart.” This 
must be first, and from it must flow 
the multitude of other influences which 
she may be able to exert. Without 
the adorned heart she can do nothing 
to improve the Churecn. Her heart 
must be illuminated by the brigh ness 
of him whe is a Sun, before she can 
become a. light unto the world. 
w= When it is acknowledged that women 
to-day are 1n the maioritv as churchgo- 
ers, it may seem preposteroustosay any- 
thing in this regard. Yet, it must he 
acknow led zed that, while inany women 
are supporters of the Church and con 

sted in lite, wany also are worldly 
aud indifferent. Many, by their world- 
liness, cause the pastor great care and 
anxiety. (ten, and not infrequently 
» the seasons oi special effort, they 
"owe in social features which are de- 
ronmental to the vork of the Church. 

Many *are given to the abomin.ble 
emptiness and un.peakable vanity of 
certain society ; neclecting spiritual 

St   things for the sake ofjworldly reputa- 
tion and publicity. Let these hearken 
to the instruction of Paul to “‘wdorn 

' themselves in modest apparel 
S BREE BE BN 

THAT GOD IN ALL THINGS MAY BE GLORIFIED THROUGH CHRIST.” Peter 
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not with braided hair,or gold, or pearls, 
or costly raiment, but (which bezom- 
eth women professing godliness) with 
good works.” Not that they should 
refuse to adorn the body for beauty. 
Let them be as beautiful as possible ! 
Not that they should refuse to wear 
beautiful clothing and jewelry, but 
rather that they should give like atten- 
tion to the inward life. Let them not 
clothe the body with finery and fail to 
adorn the heart, Let good works be 
the adornment of their lives, not mere- 
ly showy clothes. 
Whether she be old or young, talent- 

ed or untalented, the woman with the 

adorned heart will be the woman of 

great influence and power in the Church 

of God. No church looks to its society 

leaders, to its club leaders, to its lead- 

ers of fashion for great spiritual help ; 

but rather to the humble women, the 

home women who have given time in 

prayer and study that they may adorn 

their hearts. It is over the departure 

of these that the community weeps as 

did they over the death of Dorcas. May 

the women of our Church, those pro- 

fessing godliness, ever strive for the 

adornment of their hearts. This is 

the primary and paramount duty and 

privilege of all. Having this, some- 

thing else may be done. 

BY DILIGENT PERFORMANCE OF HOME 

DUTIES, 

One of the sadest things of to day is 

aside the great privilege given her of 

ruling over a family. Woman is enter- 

ing all channels of life; she has for- 

saken the home for the shop, for the 
office and for the profession. All 

honor to her ambition to inake a liveli- 

hood, but there is a limit heyond which 

it ceases to be praiseworthy. She 

looks at marriage —that institution of 

God's planting - with an evil eye, lest 

it draw her ba:k to the position which 

God, in his omniscience, allotted. Sad, 

yea to be seriously lamented is this 

fact of the day's history. Let her 

come back to her true place, a nobler, 

a more exalted one she cannot find ! 

God gave it to her; he certainly selected 

for her the highest and the best ! 

Let her rear the generation that is 

to follow. Let her in the nursery 

watch for the first glimpse of a recep- 

tive mind, and then plant in that mind 

the story of God's love, the true idea 
of life, and the hope of eternal life in 

Christ! May she so conduct herself 

and teach the child that among the 

the way in which woman: is laying | 

able to lead the women in Bible study 
and in prayer. They do not need to 

ba theologians, but prayerful students 

of the Word. No doubt the spirit- 

uality of many congregations could be 

improved by an hour, spent weekly, 

in study and in prayer. If this work 

is beneficial in the foreign field, why 

can it not be made so among the 
women of our congregations ? Women, 

| as a rule, understand the doubts and 

difficulties of their sisters better than 

the pastor, and are often more able to 

¢ mfort and help them. Isnot here a 

field for women in which to enlist 

their talents for the improvement of 

the Church ? 

BY THE DISSEMINATION OF MISSIONARY 

KNOWLEDGE. 

The whole Church should be interest 
ed in the work of the Church in all 

parts of the earth. To a great extent 

the pastor should give such informa- 

tion as will stimulate interest in this 

mportant branch of church work. 

However, the pastor cannot take the 
Sabbath to teach geography, topog- 

raphy, customs, habits and condi- 

tions of the people of the globe. This 

can better be done by the individual, 

or by a group of individuals, uniting 

the result of their research. Mission- 

ary classes can be formed Missionary 

literature can be bought and judiciously 

distributed, so that in a short time 

from a little organization may go forth 

a mighty influence, which will perme- 

ate the whole congregation. By this 

work the women not only aid the pas- 

tor but help forward the work of the 

Church abroad. 

BY THE DISTRIBUTION AND PRODUCTION 

OF GOOD LITERATURE. 

It is a sad fact, yet nevertheless 

true, that much of the vile, low, trashy 

literature distributed throughout our 

land has been written by godless, in- 

famous women. Many of the slight- 

ing remarks and attacks upon the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ have been 

formulssed by women. The filth of 

the slums and the iniquity of the 

boweries have been imported by these 

books into Christian 

taminate the young girls and 

This evil must be opposed ; its influ- 

ence must be checked. 

almost impossible to keep the vile and 

offensive literature from the public, 

let the women of our Church help to 

distribute good literature; let them 

homes to con- 

boys. 

Since it seems 

help to plant a desire for this in the 

minds of those around them. Not   first intelligent utterances shall be 

those spoken reverently regarding 
God. Were this done by the mothers 

of to-day, would our criminal rolls con- 

tinue to lengthen? Would our homes 

be se destitute of love and faith 7? May 

not the increase of many evils be attri- 

buted to the fact that woman has be- 

come a Jonah ? She Las left her mis- 

sion! A grand mission it is too! 

What could be more elevating ; what 

more exalted than this great work of 

the development of the character and 

the lives of men ? Neither the pulpit, 

nor the platform, nor the stage offer 

such privileges, such possililities ! 

Nothing is so everlasting, so far-reach- 

ing, so eternal as the lessons of early 
life! How fruitless the eftorts of the 
pulpit and the platform without the 

previous training of a godly mother ! 

In the hands of woman has God placed 
this high privilege and responsible 

task. May God's spirit woo her back 

to it. 

BY JUDICIOUS TEACHING IN THE SUN- 
DAY SCHOOL, 

Next to the training of the children 

of the home, comes the training of those 

children who may come under the care 

of the Sunday school—the children of 

other homes, Here is a wide feld of 

labor for the women of our Church. 

Here they can use these gifts, well 
developed and improved by home ex- 

perience, for the benefit of other 

people’s children. Iv is true that it 

me~ns only fifty-two hours of teaching 

in a year. Yet it means an influence 

for an eternity. In every community 
the godly woman must make up for 

the careless and indifferent. They   must, if possible, do something to 
retard the currents of evil which have 

gotten under headway from the neglect 
of women professing godliness, but 

who practice ungodliness. To some 
extent they can do this in such an 

institution as the Sabbath school. 

BY CONDUCTING BIBLE CLASSES AMONG 
THE WOMEN, 

In almost every church there are 
\ 

women, or at least a woman, who 4 

only so, but let them write. If they 

are talented, let this talent be used for 

the glory of God. 

in addition to training in the home, 

Let those who can, 

place before the children ideals of a 

high order and 

achieved only by pure and holy living. 

noble standard, 

BY CONTRIBUTIONS. 

It is strange that the Church pex- 

mits vorious biblical methods of money- 

raising. Let the women follow the 

biblical method! Put aside the 

bazaars, the dinners, the plays, the 

fairs and all unchristian and unbiblical 

money-making schemes, = Not 

word would I say to hurt the feelings 

of those self sacrificing women who 

have worked day and night to help 

keep up the Church. Rather would I 

cry out what a shame, what a reproach 

upon the Christian men of to-day that 

they by their stinginess and worldli- 

ness have driven the women to this 

unbiblical and worldly means of sup- 

porting the Church. Let the women 

pray for the men that they may become 

more godly and more interested in 

thi« i. ~anch of the Church's work. In 

this Jepartment our Church needs 

improvement. 

one 

BY NOT PREACHING. 

We have not mentioned preaching 

as & channel in which to enlist their 

talents ; for there seems to be no 

biblical ground for this office among 

women. The ministry, like the priest- 

hood, has always been an ffice peculiar 

to man, and it appears that he has 

been fitted by natural gifts for the 

functions of this office. Besides, 

preaching pre-supposes, as we believe, 

ordination, and we have no biblical 

account of a woman's ~ver having been 

ordained to this office. The various 

channels of labor which have been 

mentioned are those which women 

only can fill with acceptability. Any 

woman who enlists her-talents in all 

or a few of these channels, will have 

no time for public preaching 

Man cannot well do the work which 

has been allotted to woman. If she 

neglects it, who shall perform it? 

  
  

Much is said ab) ut making woman 

inferior and giving her a degraded 

place. This is a gross misrepresenta- 

tion. The question not 

ability, of character, or of moral force, 

but it is merely a question of order. 

When Paul says : ‘‘Let a woman learn 

in quietness, with all subjection,” he 

does not mean to teach that woman is 

inferior to man. He nowhere suggests 

such a thing, neither does the Church. 
bvbab here must be a head. Man is 

given the first place because he was 

' first in order of creation and second in 

order of temptation. Yet this does 

not suggest inferiority. Just as in 
the Trinity, the Son is subordinate to 

"the Father and yet ‘“‘equal with God,” 
| by no means inferior, so in the case of 

man and woman. 

Though woman is not given the 
privilege to preach, yet she bears no 

inferior place in salvation....... 

no think that Christianity in 

its purity has ever hinted at lowering 

the position of woman. But rather is 

it the only institution which has 
e'evated her far above the level of that 

is one of 

  
one 

plane which some of her sex clamor 

that she should assume. 

Let her glory, therefore, in the 
position wiich she holds, and let her 

beware lest she run from that high 

i position which God has given her, to 
  

+ assume a lower one of her own making. 

| Let her learn from her peculiar gifts 

| that to teach in the home, to help the 

| helpless of her own sex, 

' which none but she can do, and do it 

| well. 
The man who ga. e the following 

toast at a woman's meeting, revealed 

much truth when he said, ‘Woman, 

once our superior, now our" equal.” 

May God help her to continue our 

siperior, and may she never be 

lowered, May she coatentedly fili 

with acceptability her superior place, 

given her, not by man as some assert, 
but by her God, who has likewise given 

her talents for her position. May she 

continue to enlist these talents for the 
improvement of her Church, and may 

each one gain for herself that divine 
approbation, ‘‘She hath done what 

she could.” 
etl rt Gee 

TO-DAY IN JERUSALEM. 

18 a small and crowded 

city. It has a little over two hundred 
acres of ground within its walls ; 

Jerusalem 

and 

of this, half is taken up by the military 

barracks, the religious orders, and the 

great mosque which stands on Mouat 

Moriah in the place where the temple 

once reared its walls of ‘snow and gold.’ 

Into the remaining hundred acres a 

population of perhaps thirty thousand 

is securely and closely packed, without 

the slightest regard for sanitation. The 

inhabitant of Jerusalem, Arab or Jew, 

cares nothing for sanitary law, and 

To 
sleep ten in a room without windows, 

seems to flourish in spite of it. 

with the one door closed tight, and to 

use the narrow path, miscalled a strect, 

outside the house, as a receptacle for 

all the refuse of the household is, we are 

told, the ordinary habit of the Jeru- 

salemite ; yet he thrives apace. Every 

now and then a leisurely street-clean- 

ing bureau, consisting of thres or four 
donkeys and a couple of men to drive 

them, makes its way through a street 
here and there, but usually the waste 

heap remains untouched for weeks, and 

the European visitor hurries by for his 

life after one look at it. 

The whole city, in fact, is a good 

deal of a rubbish heap. The houses 

are mostly built of stones of older 
houses, which, again, were built out of 

the ancient walls. Often one sees 

beams braced across the narrow lanes 

to, hold the house walls from bulging 
out and falling apart. Travelers tell 

us that there are but three streets in 

the city that really deserve the name, 

and can be followed from gate to gate; 

the rest are mere alleys, paths, and 

gutters. Outside the walls, the valleys 

of Kidron and Hinnom, once deep, are 

now largely filled up with the debris of 

centuries. At the southeast angle of 

the city wall the immense stones laid 

by Solomon's workmen are now eighty 

feet below the surface, and in the val. 

1ey of Hinnom, west of Mount Zion, 

there is a depth of ‘‘ made earth” 

thirty feet thick, on which gardens are 

planted, and which is of surprising 

fertility. 

North of the walls of Jerusalem pro- 

per a new city has grown up in the 

last quarter of a century, cleaner, bet   

o | 
is a work’ 
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ter built, and thriving. The houses 
of the Turkish officials and the English, 

Ge:anan, and American missionaries, 

and the hospitals, schools and consul- 

ates, are mostly located here, and the 

air is pure and bracing. In the old 

city the street is never wide enough 

for a camel and a pedestrian to pass 

each other, let alone two carriages, but 

in this modern suburb the roads are 

really wide enough for traffic. In thig 
part of Jerusalem the Jews have many 

colonies, founded by rich European or 

American Jews. Houses are built and 
sold on easy terms, or even given free 

of rent to worthy Jewish colonists. 

One of these colonies, founded by Sir 

Moses Montefiore, already contains 

six hundred souls. The Jews give 
names to these little settlements such 
as *“‘ The Glory of Israel,” ‘The Hun- 

dred Gates,” ‘The Right Hand of 

Moses,” etc.; and though the Turks 

have lately become alarmed at the rapid 

increase of the Jewish population, and 

have forbidden any Hebrew immigra- 

tion whatever, the colonists still ship 

in by twos and threes, and the little 

colonies grow steadily. 

In both the old and new city the 
Jews number about forty-two thous- 

and five hundred while the Christians 
count about eight thousand five hun- 

dred souls, and the Moslems are the 
smallest body of all, amounting to only 

about six thousand five hundred. But 

the last named are the owners of the 
place and make all others feel it. 

Some time ago a proposition was made 

to put electric lights in the streets o 

Jerusalem, where now twenty-eight 

8 aall oil lamps constitute the entire 

illumination of the city. But the 

Turks objected. They would not per- 

mit such an unheard-of innovation, and 

when a missionary from America put 
in a telephone for private use between 

his house and the schools, a Turkish 

| official called upon him and ordered 

him to take it down at once, which ac- 

cordingly had to be done. 

  
It is no wonder that the Jews flock 

to Jerusalem more and more, for outy 

side of their real and passionate love 

for their holy city there are great 
material advantages in being a Jerusa- 

lem Jew to-day. All over the world, 
wherever Jews are found, there is a 

little box in each orthodox Hebrew 

household into which every now 
{then a coin is dropped for the 

brethren in Jerusalem. There are 

collectors who visit each house 

and collec; and forward the fund 

from these boxes. The rabbis in th 

city of David receive this haluka 

or cnarity fund every year, and every 

Jewish family resident in Jerusalem 

has a right to draw upon it. As a 
matter of fact, almost every family 

avails itself of this right, so the haluka 

must be very large, indeed, and some 

Hebrews in Jerusalem maintain them- 

selves, it is said, in comfortable 1dle- 

ness upon their share of it. 

Besides this, many Jews in foreign 

unable to come themselves to 

the holy city to pray, secure some 

lands, 

resident Jew as a representative, who 
visits the synagogue daily and offers 

their prayers for them for a small 
salary. Some aged Jews in Jerusalem 

have spent their whole life in this way, 

passing hours every day in the syna= 

gogues, and supported by their various 

clients in Europe and America: They 

certainly seem to fulfil their part of the 

bargain most conscientiously, at any 

rate. Indeed, Jerusalem is full of 

holy and zealous men of every religion 

—rabbis, religious sheiks, dervishes, 

priests and missionaries. Among the 
Latin and reek Christians it is esti- 

mated that one out of every sixteen 
persons is 5 priest ! and it is as true 

to-day as when th 13 were origin- 
ally written that is made con- 

tinually in Jerusa! 
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ForriaNers 15 CHINA. —Great Bril- 
ain has more of her own people in 

China than any other nation. In the 

principal trading ports, about the time 
the present troubles commenced thre 

were 50662 British, 2335 Americana, 

1621 Russians, 1134 Germans, 1423 

Portugueses, 1183 French. One-third 

of all the foreigners in China are Brit= 
ish. Next to the British are the Japan- 

! ese —humbering 2,440. In China there 
is of business firms, British 401, Japan 
ese 195, German 115, French 76, ° 
Russians 19, 

   


