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The Qid Folks’ Meetin’

They had aold folks’ meetin’ to the old
church, nigh the town,

Whar they preach the old religion like
the Bible’s got it down ;

The old church that's been standin’ sence
I disremember when,

3ut longer than the sexton, an’ he's three-
score year an’ ten

"T'wuz thar when they wuz Injuns, an’ I've
hearn the old folks say

That somesimes, when the brotherin wuz a
kneelin’ down to pray,

A arrow’d come a whizzin’ from a Injun’s
bow, an’ then

Thar’d be no benediction, but a
quick *‘Amen !”

mighty

An’ the broth rin’ an’ the sisters, they'd
they’'d git down t> business, an’
Thar'd be alittle shootin’=maybe fightins

han’ to han’;

Some years ago & young man in
a certain community declared that
to bis certain knowledge leading
members of a church in that place
where he lived ware base hypo-
crites, and he would not associate
with them in chureh fellowship. He
would b> ashamed to belong to the
sawe church with them. After-
ward, when his eyes weras opened,
| and his soul converted, be frankly
lconfessed tkat he was wrong. He

said that his judgment was foundad

on prejudice and not on facts
Many Choristians are condemned
and denounced by those who are
without wheu they are as pure as
the light. They expect men to say
all manoer of evil against them
falsely.

Sometimes, however, such ac-
cusations are justified by the facts. |
Professing Christians may be found
who are not upright, They do not

practice what they profess. They
are ctambling blocks in the way of
sinners, They give cccasion to the
enemies of Christ to b'aspheme.
Woe unto him by whom the offense

An’ when they’'d whipped the battle—that's
the way I've hearn it said—

They d file back into mee in’, thank the
Lord an’ go alead !

Butj talkin’ 'bout the old folks an’ their
meetin’—forty strong—

(I most fergot about it when the Injuns ‘
come along!) ,

It wuz jest the happiest meetin’ that the
old church knowed,

With the old religion takin’ o’ the middie

o’ the road !

Thar was forty as I tell you - not a young
un’ in the crowd - ‘
An’ it made the old church happy to hear |

prayin’ done so loud.

An' all o’ them a-talkin’ o' the times «
long ago,
When their sins waz jest like crimson, an’

He made ’em white as snow.

How they all got up an’ told it! Fast as
one 'ud take his seat
An’ they'd sing fer jest a m'nute, be an-

other on his feet !

1

It warn't like preachin’ sermonts, when

a
fellar falls to *s]"'c"}»
But like folks a-tellin’

i

stories that

;r.\.‘, OO g )1,‘{ to ]{...,AE % ,
|
[t wuz good to hearl'em tellin' how the
promises come true ;
How the Lord wuz faithful to ‘em an’

done what he said He'd do :

How His love come in the night tinte,
when the evenin’ shadows fall :

In the valley o' the shadow He wuz with

em, one ‘an all,

An’ that old “Firm a foundation” went a
soarin’ up on high

“From

An’

Greenlan’s i Yy mountains”

shook the big gates in the sky !

I'ell I wondered ef the angels warn't a-
comin’ ont to See,

An’ I almost felt the Y'spiey breezes” blow-
I over me !

Th w1 happy —them old brotherin .
they was right on Jordan's banks.

With a wishtul eye to ('nl.‘l,tL, whar Lhey
seen the shinin ranks :

They wuz 1eady fer the mrney—fer the
crossin’ o' the tide, |

An was coutin’ their possessions that was ‘
on the other side. |

Most of "em’s crost the :!!\- rnow, fer all
its stormy foan,

An' sometimes I kin hear the bells that
rung their welcome i"'fut,‘;

An’ I sit thar, in the old church an’ cast a
wishful eve
I hear the sweet bells ringin’ for my
welcome, by an’ by!

Frank L, Stanton,
NP —
Value of Character,

1. Wherewith shall we do geod {
Multitndes are asking this question,
They earnestly desire to be useful,
They sce that the world is full of
sorrow and sin. They sincerely de-
sire to comfort those that mourn,
to restore those that wander, and |
to relieve those who are in distress
But they do not consider themse!ves |
¢quippad for such & mission, If
they had wealth they can see how
they might do good. If they were
educated, if they had gifts, if they
were eloqnent, if they had influence
they could make the world better. 4
But they have none of these things,
I'bey do not underatand that the
chief means of making the world
bettec is within the reach of all. A
godly life is more powerful for good
than any other gifs, Tae chief con-
sideration in doing good is charac- |

|
|
|
|

A fisherman must be careful of
his steps. Simon Peter had caught

sea, but also with a hook near the
shore, Pcter knew that many kinds
of fishes are very timid. The noise
of a footfall or of conversation will
frighten them away. They will
hide in the dark waters amid the
craggy rocks, and no bait, bowever
delicious, can entice them from their
niding place. The fisherman must
mind his stepe. So must the fisher
of wen. Christians sometimes
drive away those whom they shou!d
save. The Christian who does no
walk ciccumspectly before those
who are without cannot win them,
Tal that young wman about for-
saking hie sing and becoming a

Ohvitian, wnd he will answer ; “Do
yom Wi bo like Mr. A ?
He is & inent cburch member,

but he is not honest ror truthfal
nor pure,” Suach charges are some-
times nothing more than flimsy ex-
cuses. They are not justified by

{ worid.

| riches, nor learning, vor ¢ nius tola

| 80 ; but my old fingers are stif}
now-:-days.

ever ! And Aunt Mari knits mit-
tens, and Mrs. Cutter crochets
lamp mats. Well, well! D,oclli

seem ag it I cught to be left oat.

tield, and mebbe the smartest, for
all I know.

said !}
Scripter says, and I guess il's ex
pected we old widders will help the
orphans all we can.

ever since, 4
My sakes, ten tables! Say ‘em
slow, so I can remember. Now,

cometh! It were better for him
that a millstone were hanged about
his neck, and that he were drowned
in the depth of the sea.

But true godlitess will win souls
The world profits more by the life
of one holy man than by ali the
eloquence axd all the wealth in thal
Good men are the salt of
the earth. He was a good man,
and full of the Holy Ghest and of
faith - and much people was added
unto the Lord. His name is like
ointment poured forth. Hia pre-
sence creates an atmosphere which |t
imparts spiritual health to the com-
munity, When Simon Pater was
filled with the Holy Ghost his|s
shadow carried healing to the sick.
The very shadow of a good man is
a bleesing to the people. Out from |8
him there goes an unconscious in
flaence for good which men feel and
by which their lives are affected.
Wicked men may despise bim and
seek to destroy him, but, without
knowing why, bis neighbors will
be influenced for good by his life.
He is a savor of life unto life.

Those who think that godliness
makes men disagreeable.and unlove-
ly are altogether mistaken. There
have been men and women who be-
lieved that separation [rom
world means a long face, a sour dis-
positien, and a melancholy spirit,
Sach Christians take a one-sided
view of teligion. Their plety is
distorted, Their godliness is a
wiserable caricature. True god i
ness is beautiful. Jesus was alto-
gether lovely, His disciples are
partakers of His Soirit. Taoey shine
as lights in the world,

There is uo better means of doing
good than a good character. This
i3 the Gospel translated into every-
day life and exhibited before the
eyes of men. We need

)

the |

neither | J

ensble us to do good. There is
power 1o all these., Bat the
mightiest force under the san is a
good life.
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Mrs. Pulsifer's Featherbed.

BY GRACE JEWETT AUSTIN.

Sakes alive, girls, me make som«
thing for a fancy fair! Why, I
never did such a tbg in all Wy
boran days !

Yes, certsin I used to knit years

Goiug to have an old
ladies’ tavle, and Granny Wood
will make a dozen holders! Did I

We're the oldest women

i Med-

Now, draw up to the fire and
tell me all you can. For the
benefit of the Orpnans’ Home, you
Widders and orphans’, the

[ jes would
like to go ; but I hain’c left this
room in five year, except that Old
Pcople’s Sunday, when they toted
we to church, chair and all. Seews
as if I'd lived over that Suanday

I'il say them. Cornball, candy,
eake and cocoa tables—where folks g
eat. Theo doll, apron and cap,
flower and cushion tables, and old |o
folks’, children’s and remuant
tables, What a sight it will be !
Brings to mind a fair for the
soldiers we bad in Civil War time
ab the town hall. My Mary was
jes’ eighteen, and pretty as & robin.
Sarab, my eldest girl, had a big
flower table, and made up lots of
wonderful crosses and stars, besides
bouquets. Folks bought ’em to
put in the grave-yard, She want-
ed Mary (o belp ber, but la, no ;i
Mary said "twou!d make her dream
of tombstones, Then what did the
witch do but fix & little table all
her own, au! uoboly knew what

fair opened. Then I found she'd

g@e facts.

in her bair, 8o she 'a’ her little red

soloicr boys jes' swarmed round
her table, and bought every one of
the little hearta,

beart, boys, you see, M .ry said,and
there were tearsin her eyes. They
were mostly schoolmates, every one.
When her red hearts were gone, she
went, a8 sober as could be, aad
helped Sarah sell her fl \wers; bat
her little hearts had earned twenty
doliars for sick
was doing well,

tried to tell all the story of those
hearts—how thay were found
poor dyiag boys’ pockets, how sick
boys clung to them in hospitals,
how one saved brave Sim Marsten's
life by helping stay a spent bullet,
and how one, all worn and frayed,
w28 brought back to Mary by a lad
who wanted her own heart as well.

and Mary obeyed his orders all her

together in an accident way ouc
Weat,

oid woman I am, wearing out your
time and patience !
me up as I haven’s been for years

a8 if she’d like to have me take
some part in this one, wounldn'o

to give a featherbed ! Twas mothe:'s

ever slept on it, nor ever will now,
I suppose ; for mine last me througa,
and everybody is for matbresses
now-a-days,
silk skirts of Mary’s and S.rah’s up
in the garret—real full
Mabbe they would make soft cush.
tons, with the feather bed feathers
inside.

breath out o’ we !
you've bad given yetl—oh, that

get the vizes right, and fix ruffiss
to them ; but they'il be my cush-
ious and Mary’s jes’ the same,

came, maoy gathered around that
corner of the Old People’s Table,
where a sign anncunced :
made by Mrs. Pulsifer, aged eighty-
eight.
purchased, so that the next day
oue of the girls ran into the Palsi
fer house to say :
single pillow for five doliars apicce.

ders ought to help the orphans. —
Advocate,

young man near death,
soything for you? he inquired, as
he bent over the ent,
the young man, can you undo !
answer to 8 kindly word be opened
his heart and unburdened his soul !
to the visitor.,
led this cowpanion and thbat one
astray, how he had ruined this pure

undo this awful work that I have
done?
can undo, even God himself cannot
undo, what sin has wrought.
God will forgive the penitent, and
one who has sinned may live to do
something at least to burn out the
shame of the old sin.

when the subject was Our Homes
and Ouar Caildren, a middle-aged
man, a s‘ranger, told thia story :
He had a family with
boys.
Tbere was no prayer in his home,
no Bible, no holy teaching. He was

of the Sabbath, who paid oo honour
to God and no respect to religion,
Thus the years pasied on. The boys,

phere, departed from the innocency

and drifted into sin.

inflaence of religion, and became
an earucst Christian,
began to try to undo the harm
which he hud done in his children’s
lives,
now growing toward young man-
hood, of Christ and of his redemp.
tion.
them the great mistake he had made

many years,
the Saviour’s love, and triad in
every way to bring them und r ig
eame power which had #o0 blesscu his
she’d have on it till the night the]owu life.
could not undo the evil he had
cut all up = good red satin petticoat | wrought in their lives
' her great-auav willed her, and made ¢hildhcod.

littie fat pin cushions in the shape
o hearta! I could’a’ shock her.

A cowmpany from oar town was
going to join their regiment next
day, and start straight for the
front, so all the boys came gut to
‘he fair in uaiform. Bless the boys,
how grend they looked ! My Mary
bad on a red drese, and red flowecs

table locked all of s piece. The

You've all got a picce of my

soldiers, and that

I guess you'd be tired oup if I

in

I'was a captain brought it back,

ife long after thas, till (hey died

There, there, what a rambling

Bat

it stirs
o talk of fairs and Ma y. Seews
be ?

Do you suppcss 'twould do any

pare bed, aad nobody scarcely has

And there’s some old
ones, too.

Why, girls, you're tqueez'ng the
Loveliest thinga

an’t be! Oae of you can help me

* +

When the night of the bazar

Pillows

They not only admired, but

We sold every
ust think—fifty dollars from you
nd Mary !

M s. Pulsifer nodded gently.
Yes, from Msry and me. Wid-

el 4t e
Can You Undo?

BY J. R, MILLER

A visitor in a hospital found a
Can I do

Oh, sir, cried
In

He told how he had

fe and that one. Ob, sir, can you

Can God ondo it? No one

Yet

One night in a prayer-meeting,

several
He was unot a Christian,

godless man, profine, a desecrator

rowing up in this usholy atmos-
f their childhood auvd from God
At lass the father came under tie

At once he
He began to tell his boys,
He tried to impress upon

n living without God aasd in sin gy
He also told the~ of

He

But it was too late,

father's heart was almost br ken

wrought in the lives of his own
[ children. He pitifully warned all
fathers that the time to save the
childrea was in childhood.

There are many fathers who, by
eximple, if not by teaching, are
leading their childrem away from
G.d. By and by it will be too late
to save them.

—— O P
If Father Ho!ds My Hand.

BY BELLE Vv, CHISHOLM.

It was a bad weund, riquring a
severe surgical operation, aad oa ac.
count of an inherited tendency to
beart disease, the surgeons did not
think it safe to administer the sleep-
ing potion, ®0 merciful in cases
where there was strength to rally

Do you think you are brave
enough to endure the pain, Roland!?
asked the elder sargeon, when all
was ready to begin the operation

If father holds my hand,
answered the little feliow,
in a voice so clear and trusting,

that the futher, who, overcome by
his feeling, was aktout to retire,
came bhack, and takiog the toy’s
band in his own, stood fuitbfully
by his side until the tryiog ordeal
was over, acd R land lay back
among his pillows, write and still,
but with a look of peaceful happi-
ness upon his face, Tue awful suf
fering was over, and everyone said
he bad borne it nobly. but to him
the best part was, his mother h:d
been shielded from the suspense of
waiting for the verdict of the opera
tion.

Once, when the agony was ter-
rible, and he thought he would cry
out, ani he could uot keep his tears
back, t e sargeon said pitingly, Cry
all you want. my little man. Yell
at the top of your voice if you think
it will do you any good. Indeed
we all wish you wou!d, and thers s
no law to prevent you from scream-
ing, and scolding and hollowing
to your h-art’s content,

Bat you forget that poor mother
is opstairs, and my yells would
frighten her, explained the little
fellow.  She is nov well or strong
and has woriied over this eperation
—dreading the hour when 1t should
take place and I don’t waat her to
know aoything aboat it, until you
are through, and all signs of it are
put out of sight. Tt will be such a
nice surprise for her.

You are certainly a very thought
ful boy, eaid the surgeon gently.
And I am sure your mother will ap-
preciate the self-denying love that
bas led you to the sacrifi:e in her
bebalf. Not one man in a thousand

|

with the thought of the ruin he had chiid ia the way be should go, rravel

F.r Moruers —To bring up u’
i
{

that wa, yourself.

|

Storias fi's* heard at a mohhex’s’

(kn @ are never wholly forgotten, a

criticiam.

in the young uulees we ckerish what
i3 good in them

cepr, we wust have iu a home.
we must also have :¢renity, peace, |
and the abs nce of peity tault finc- |
iog, it bome isto be a nursery fit for |
heaven’s growing plants, |

mothers,

little spring that neter drics up in |
our jouraey throrgh scorching years. [

Children nced models more thsn’

We can nev r check what is evil

Line upon line, prec=pt upoo pr:-
Bu:

There are no men or women, how |

ever poor they way be, ru. have it |
ia their powe: by the grace of G d

to leave behind hem the grande-r

'tbing on earti, ch: racter ; aad the r

children mi h- rise up af ¢ them

and
wWas & pi- us womar, or their father |
a pioas mso.—Dr. McLe)d.

thunk God that their mother

Childhood determines character. !
Character fix- s destiny.

Chiddbhoeod 1a the hauds of the!

would have showm your courage,
either in your patient endurance of
Pain, or unselfish silence for the
sake of another; not one man, [
say, and you are on'y a boy of ten
years old.—U. Presbyterian,

o SR —
What You Can Do.

I think a Christian can g0 any-
where, said a youog wowan who
was defending her continued attend-
ance at some very doubtful places of
amusement,

Cettainly she can, rejoined her
friend, but I am reminded of a
Summer when I went with a party
of friends to explore a coa! mine.
Oane of the young women appeared
dressed in a dainty white gown,
When ber friends remonstrated
with her, she appealed to the oid
miner who was 0 act as a guide to
the party.

Can’s I wear a white dress down
into the mine? she asked petalantly.
Yes'm, returned the old man.
There's nothin’ to keep you from
wearin’ a white frock down there.
but there’il be cousiderable to keep
you from wearin' one back,

Thers is nothing to prevent the
Christian’s wearing his white gar-
meots when he seeks the fellow-
ship of that which is unclean, but
there is a good deal to prevent him
from wearing white garments,

B S —

Ceude p-troleum poured upon a
buraed sarface and zovered loosely
with cotton will subdue the pain
almost at once,

Hall's Hair Renewer enjoys the
confidence and patrounage of people all
over the civilized world, who use it to
restore and keep the hair a natural
color,

—

The great demand for a pleasant
safe and reliable antidote for all af-
fections of the throat and lungs is
fully met with in Bickles Anti-Con-
sumptive Syvap. It is a purely Vege-
table Comp- und, and acts romptly
and magicaily in subduing :xlf) coughs,
colds, bronchitis, inflammation of the

"lungs, <‘c.” It is 8o palatable that a
child wiil nob refuse it, and is put at
a pric. hat o1l not exclude the poor
from i ?n"":':ubs.

r

(6 MaTerIALs Usep vy “Tug D.
& L..” EmuisioN are the finest the
wark . atfords regardless of expense.
Takeu in cases of wasting diseases,

ininfancy and -
In his helplessucsy b

loss of weight, or loss of appetite, with

PFamily cares and duties do not weigh

down the well woman, and the children
are never in her way.
womanly health fails, and there is a con-.
stant struggle with weakness and pain,
household duties

But when the

are a burden almost
ast bearing, and children are a cease-
ess annoyance and worry,

Weak women are made strong and

sick women are made well by the use of
Dr. Pierce's Favorite Prescription.
establishes regularity, dries disagreeable
drains, heals inflammation and ulcera-
tion and cures female

It

) weakness,
Sick women are invited to consult Dr.

Pierce by letter free. All correspondence
strictly private
Address Dr. R. V.

and sacredly confidential,
Pierce, Buffalo, N. V,

“I had been ailing some time, troubled with

female weakness,” writes Mrs. Wm. H. Johnson,
of Avondale, Chester
would have to

different medicines and nothing gave me relief

Co., Pa. ®Every month I

lie on my back. 1T tried many

?
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