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What Came of Presentiments of
Death?

An elderly lady, seventy-five years
old, went to a reception givea to her
yastor; who had just returned from
Europe. The venerable woman was
one of the founders of the church. On
returning from the reception, where
she was a kind of guest of honor, she
seemed well, but while disrobing for
the night she was stricken with paraly-
sis and fell to the floor. It was stated
that she had had a presentiment that
her death won'd happen soon after the
return of her pastor. The deaths of
most people seventy-five years of age
will occur not very long after any
particular event that may be named.
An old gentlemen who orded an over-
coat when about sixty-five, of a tailor
whom he had long patronized,trembled
with a sense of coming doom as he
said, ‘' Your coats last me only ab ut
three years, and I bave a presentiment
that this is the last coat you will ever
make for me.” Some time ago the
tailor mnformel us that he had since
made three coats for the old man. It
is only necessary for him to keep
having presentiments, and the last
one will surely be fulfilled and the last
coat left behind to prove it.

A lady from Massachusetts, visiting
a friend in the city of New York, de-
clined for some days to ride on the
trolley, for she had a presentimeng
that she would be hurt; but finally
she boarded a car, which ran, soon
after, violently into a truck. Believing
that she would be killed, she screamed
and jumped from the car. She was
the only one on the car who was hurt,
and fulfilled her own presentiment.

In the course of inves igations of
the subject of presentiments, visions,
and apparitions, and shortly after the
writer published an article in ‘‘The
Century Magazine ” on this subject,
he received a letter from a gentleman
in Pottstown, Pa., stating that Dr.
Char'es F. Deems, then (July, 1889)
pastor of the Church of the Strangers
in New York city, when a student at
college, had a presentiment that he
was to die at a certain day, hour, and
minute. On receiving it we wrote to
Dr. Deems and received a reply, which,
as sever.l persons of late have been
seized with such presentiments and
two or three have died when there was
not the slightest need of it we print :

Dear Dr. Buckley: I comply with
your request to give the incident
mentioned by your correspondent.

I have generally been of sound,if not
strong, mind, and never under the
influence of hallucinations, never tor-
mented by presentiments, nor indeed
in any way affe ted by them, except in
that mcident of my life to which your
correspondent alludes. After the lapse
of more than fifty years I state the
case to you as now recollected.

Without my being able to trace the
cause, there came to me an impression
that on a certain Tharsday, I think
more than three weeks after the time
of the conception of the idea, I would
depart this life. A boy in college has
not many aftairs to sett'e. Day by
day very rapidly the impression deep-
ened, and 1 arranged my little matters
so that my father wou'd not have much
to do in closing up the career of his
only son, to be cut off so prematurely ;
‘and I had no mother. I was u-abl
to shake off the feeling that my da
was fixed, and I think that for about a
week before the fatal hour I saw the
close of my life about as clearly as any
man who knew he was to be hanged
on a given Friday. My day was not
an unlucky one ; it was Thursday. I
had a little sneaking feelimg that there
was something foolish in indulging this
presentiment, and did not talk about
it to my chum or any of the boys
generally. But there was a family in
the town, the family with whom I had
boarded during my preparatory year,
and to whom I had been introduced

family, and they did in me, and it is

not an inapplicable thing to mention

that there were three fine girls therein,

all older than myself, and two of them

very much older. To them I confided

the important information of my ap-

proaching demise. There was the

natural sadness and the appropriate

expressions of condolence. But they

were hearty girls and had no nonsense

aboutthem. They endeavored to reason

me out of it before they began to con-

dole ; and then they humored the idea,

and on the appointed day their parents

and the girls invited me to stay at the

house.

Irecollect with what fondness I gave

valedictive looks at the College Build-

ing—there was but one then—and

made my toilet for a proper and decent

close of life! I had lost lesh rapidly,

and strength as well, so that I recollect
the difticulty with which I betook my«
self to the residence of my friends. It
is not necessary to detail the succession
of feelings I had in those last hours!
Anyone with a decent amount of
imagination can fancy them. But
even to a Christian boy who felt that
he was dying in the f.ith it was not an
everyday event to be sitting in a
rocking-chair and awaiting his depart

ure at the stroke of a clock which
would be given in a very few minutes.
A termination was put to this gloomy
state of affairs by the three girls pulling
me out of the chair and hustling me
about the room: with most irreverent,
and what seewed to me at the moment
to be awfully indecent, frivolity. Even
now I seem to hear their merry peals
of laughter. I recollect how they made
fun of me for being such a fool when I
was such a sensible fellow! Irecollect
their talking about death having fallen
asleep or his watch run down, or
something else, for they said to me,
““Charley it is after the hour! it is
after the hour! We girls put all the
clocks back !” I felt how foolish it
was pot to have died, and those girls
carried on around me in such a way
that I declare for a minute [ wished I
had died. It was the first great failure
of my life.

That was the only event of my life
which 1 think comes on the line of
your investigation. I have never died
since, and for the last fifty years I
have pretty resolutely determined that
I would not die. At present I feel
that I cannot come into the blessed
seampany of ‘‘the spirits of the just
men made perfect” unless death kills
me. By the Lord’s help I never will
give up the ghost. If death wrestles
with him and gets the ghost, it will
have to go; but give it up I never will.
— Christian Advocate.
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CANADA OUR HERITAGE.
Says the Christian Guardian : With-

in the next one hundred years our five

millions of people will grow to fifty
millions. Our Government lands are
still extensive, and our forest areas
are not exhausted. The wave of pop-
ulation which has flowed westward
over the continent will move south-
ward or northward, and the porth-
ward movement will help to fill our
waiting fields. The capital, set free
from thousands of smaller enterprises,
is already massing itself under captains
of industry, and making the wilder-
ness thrive at Sydney, Cape Breton,
and Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, and
many other mining and manufacturing
centres. The Canadian highway of
travel and commerce from Europe to
Asia adds to the wide and favorable
reputation of our country. Thousands
of people will come into New Ontario
and find homes, and millions will set-
tle in Westera Canada between Winj
nipeg and the Rocky Mountains,

British Columbia will grow in wealth-

producing power and population. The

iforests of Maine and Michigan are

ell-nigh exhausted, and we are told
that there are only four great forests
still standing, one in the Amazon
area, South America; another in

Congo River area, Ceatral Africa ;

another on the slopes of the Himalay-

as in India ; and the fourth in British

Columbia. Ajacent to the timber is

an immense deposit of coal. One

of the coal-fields is roughly estimated
at twenty billions of tons, and there
are others. How many and how vast
no one knows. Adjacent to the coal
fields are mines of various metals,
most valuable and most useful, gold,

bread. There great ranches
where millions of cattle roam at the
foot-hills of ‘he Rockies, and then the
wheat plains, stretching over the
prairies. The surplus yeld of the
western plains in 1887 was 12,000,000
bushels ; in 1890, 16,000,000 bushels ;
in 1891, 21,000,000 bushels. The
crop of this year, if favourably
harvested, is estimated at no less than
50,000,000 bushels.
on the coasts are
Canadian territcry. These are the
gifts entrusted to us in the providence
of God for the twentieth century. The
nation-building that will go on here
rolls on us a great responsibility. The
great evangelical, Protestant churches
of the West

are

The best harborg

Pacific within

are the Presbyterian
and the Methodist. The call to
the churches for ministers to
meet the incoming peoples with

the Gospel message and with Christian
privileges of teaching and worship is
greater than we can adequately meet-
An oversupply in Ontario at weak
centres will be utterly defenceless and
foolish in the face of such a call.
Nation-bwlding, home-building, and
church-bullding fromn the very founda-
tions, is the sacred work to which we
are calied, in the West. The first con-
sideration is not quantity, but quality;
not numbers, but principles, policies,
and ideals. Our slower growth during
the past century is no disadvantage to
us. The oak is of slower growth than
the poplar. National institutions
should grow sturdily like the oak. We
must remember that character tells
and Christianity saves. Peoples that
are ignorant or irreverent are lost in
the life that now is. Intelligence and
reverence we must have. KEducation
and religion must go hand in hand, and
keep pace with settlement. It wasa
grand thing for Ontario that the little
log bui'ding in each settlement was
both schoolhouse and church.

Heredity will not save us any more
than it did Athens or Corinth. Our
ancestors are not greater than the
Greeks. Nationality will not save us
any more than it did Jerusalem or
Rome. The Roman Empire in political
principles and organization is still a
marvel to jurists and
Roman citizenship was as great ag
privilege as British citizenship is now,
bat it did not stand. The Jewish, the
Greek, the Roman - these have been
great national ideals. The British
ideal must be humbler, more penitent,
more teachable, more reverent, or it
will perish. Commercial prosperity

statesmen .,

will not save us any more than it did
the wealth-laden states the
Mediterranean shores. Reverence,
righteousness, and peace; truth, teach-

about

ableness, and temperance ; humility,
high ideals, and bright hopes—these
should enrich and establish our nation.
Let our trust mnever lie in martial
numbers, but in that spark in each
man’s breast, the fire that never
slumbers —hatred of wrong, love of
right, reverence for God, and love for
our fellows,

o
THE DISCOURAGED PROPHET.

Elijah was not a selfish man, nor wa®
he a timid servant of the Lord. He
stood nobly and heroically for the God
of Israel, but when his labor seemed to
be in vain, when his attempted revo-
lution appeared to result only in great-
er power to the queen and the followers
of Baal,and when exhausted by his
physical exertion and the terrible nerv-
ous strain of recent events, he sank
under the juniper tree, discouraged,
and ready to die, but loved of God.
The best Christians may become dis-
couraged when the providence of God
seems not to sustain them in his ser-
vice. One,whose example must ever re-
main as an encouragement of the tried
and fainting, said, ‘‘ Lord, who hath
believed our report, and to whom is the
arm of the Lord revealed 7’ Elijah
was nourished by thekmd hand of God,
and was led to the suinmit of Horeb.
Jesus, also was sustained, and received
the crown of universal dominion, - U,
Presbyterian.

PRSI

—The noble behavior of the mi:sion
aries in China during the Boxer oat-
rages as had the effect of stimulating
a reaction in their favor. The people
have noted how Christians bear perse-
cution and lossy and death, and they
are the more inclined to welcome the
missionaries to return among them
and resume their work. While at first

it was thought that Boxerism would
for many years retard missionary work

by the Rev. Dr. Thomas B. Sargent.

“land placed upon the glass
:

I felt very much interested in ﬁmb

silver, copper, and iron, Naar by is
the great food supply of meat and

it is now believed that good will grow
01t of the real and seeming evil.

Woman's  Foreign - Missionary
S0CIel

‘““Rise up ye wom:n that are
Isaiah 32: 9.

at ease

[All contributions for this column

should be addressed to Mzs. Jos.

MoLzop, FREDERIOTON.]

INDIA LETTER,.
Puri, Orissa,

June 28th., 1901.
Dear Mgrs. McLeop : —
Just a short letter to-day. When I
return home (Balasore) and get settled
I will try to write a longer letter
about my trip and what I saw in Puri.
A week ago Monday found me on my
way to Calcutta.
girls had been giving trouble, and I
thought 1 would give her a chance,

One of the younger

and put her into a Home in Calcutta.
Since I returned I received a letter to
the effect that she was crying all the
and did not

I cannot take her back irt>

time wish to remain
there.
the Orphanage, so she will need to be
satisfied in the Home ; which I hope
she will be, and profit by it.

A week ago yesterday I was on my
way to Puri, the abode of Jagannath,
Lord of the World. The Ratk Jatra
or Car Festival, was in progress, and
on account of the rush of pilgrims the
train was delayed several hours.

The mission house —am staying with
Mis. G:o. Howells, formerly Miss
Bebee Phillips is near the beach. One
of my favourire pastimes is to sit at
the window and watch the waves as
they roll and dash in sprays on the
beach. T have been bathing only
once, but have every evening gone
for a walk on the beach. The town
has built a tidle walk along the beach
and at intervals there are benches on
which to rest. The European houses,
about half a dozen in all, are built on
a strip of sandy soil along the beach.

One evening, while walking on the
beach, I came to a number of large
rough looking boats, which on inquiry,
I learned are used to convey cargo to
vessels which occasionally come here

- — e e
for rice. On examination we found
that these boats are not joined by
nails, but that each plank is sewn to
its neighbour. I am to leave this
evening for Cuttack, where I shall
spend Saturday and Sunday, and on
M )nday morning hope to start home-
ward. If nothing prevents I will break
journey at Bhudruch, where Miss
Barnes is stationed.

Dr. Shirley Smith, with the assist-
ance of Bible women is looking after
the children during my absence.
Hoping to write you soon again,

Yours sincerely,
L. E. Gaunce.

— .

BAPTIST WOMEN

IN SESSION,

The Women's Baptist Missionary
Union of the Maritime Provinces held
its annual session in the Main St.
church, St. John, last week. About
two hundred delegates were in attend-
ance. Reports of the work of the
society in the three Provinces connec-
ted with the Union were presented.
The New DBrunswick report said:
There are eighty W. B, M. U.
societies in the province with a mem-
bership of 1,700. Fifty-three of these
societies have reported to the provin-
cial secretary. There are ten societies
(not counted) which are inactive. 1t
is impossible to give accurate statistics
as to the standing of the Union in
New Brunswick owing to the failure
of several societies to make reports.
Two new societies have been instituted
during the year. Moncton leads in
the contributing list, with more than
$300.

The Nova Scotia report said,—*‘It
is almost impossible to give a perfect
statistical report on account of lack of
information. Many societies did not
report correctly. Last year 141
societies sent in reports. :
The Prince Edward Island report
said,~There are 22 societies on the
Island —the same number as was re-
ported last year. The number of public
meetings and contributions is increas-
ing.
scattered membership. There

355 ladies engaged in the work.

The money raised by the societies

in the Union was $10,088.13

\ of social and financial

ANOTHER FAILURE.

The history of what was known as
the Zoarite community, in Northeast-
ern Ohio, adds another witness, says
the Journal and Messenger, to the
futility of all schemes for the removal
inequalities.
Moved by an impulse which was not
of heaven, the earliest Christians “‘had
all things common.” But they soon
learned the folly of such a course, and
abandoned it. Again and again, some-
thing of the same kind has been under-
taken, but always with the same result
after sufficient time to prove the ;

mis-
take.

No doubt the Zoarites of Tus-
carawas County were good people, hav-
Ing a noble purpose; but they made
the mist:akc of supposing that the com-
munistic idea could be fully realized
in Christianity, and, after seventy
years, they find it wholly inadequate
to meet thedemands of human nature.
Tl‘)ey have found it impossible to make
salats of all those born to them, or re-
ceived into their society, and now the
community is breaking to pieces at
the hands of its young men. Another
year, it is said, will see the end of it.
The Shakers, the Oneida Community
in New York State, and other like
societies, must ultimately <o by the
same road. A small company, begin-
ning together and actuated by the
same motives, may get on for a time.
But when the numbers increase, and
when the original leaders are gone,
and when other motives come in and
obscure those of the founders, then
come trouble and finally disruption
and distress. What is thought, in the
outset, to be promotive of liberty, is
found to be the instrument of tyranny
and none can abide the day of its
coming.

S S —

NickeL —Althoagh nickel was not
discovered in paying quantity in Can-
ada uniil 1887, it is said that the
couutry now produces 40 per cent. of
the world’s supply of nickel, says the
Youth’s Companion. The deposita
of metal are in a district near Sud-
bury in Oatario, covering an area
about seveity by forty miles
Tae ore contairs about 3 per cent. of
nickel snd abou: an equal quantity of
copper, together with copns'derable
iron and sulphar. The nickel and
copper are n,t extracted in Canads,
but in the United Stat:s. One mine

has already reached a depth of 1,000
feet.
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AMONG EXCHANGES.

Tae Worst THING.

One of the awful things about Chris-
tian Science, Dowieism and kindred
humbugs is the permitting of children
and helpless persons to die in agony
without medical attendance. Last
week a case was reported from Hamil-
ton, O., of a child terribly burned,
who died without help, whose parents
refused to have a physician. Even if
the child’s life could not have been
saved, much might have been
done to prevent pain. The Humane
Society finally heard of it, and an of-
ficer was sent with a physician. The
foolish parents protested violently be-
cause the law would not allow their
little one to die in such a horrible man-
ner. There seems to be more people
without common sense in the world
than ever before.—Journal and Mes-
senger.
SPUNK

AND SPIRITUALITY,

Spunk and spirituality belong to-
gether. It is a question whethe
spiritually —the real rhing, that is, and
not the mush and milk article so much
in vogue —can really exist without
divinely-bestowed courage as one of
its elements. The Book of the Acts
is a record of the work of spirit-filled
men, but it has more to say about
boldness than any other book in the
Bible. It was ‘‘when they saw the
boldness of Peter and John” that
“they took knmowledge of them that
they had been with Jesus.”—The
Interior.

A L.\lml R "Nlu_\‘.

A Christian labor union has been
effected in Chicago, to which em-
ployers as well as empl yees are
ehgible. The object of this union of
Christian Workmen is to secure the
solution of all differences by the ap-
plication of the principles of Christ.
S'rikes are ruled out and peaceable
adjustment is to be the only method
employed. The founders of the union
are Christian men who believe the
gospel of Christ furnishes the true

Some societies have small as* spirit in which all difference between

employer and employee should be ap-
proached. When men come together
to solve their preblems by the Golden
Rule #here is hope for a better day

for capital and labor.—Free Bapbisk,
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