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The Sabbath School.

INPERNATIONAL GLES>ON.

Second Quarter -l-.;aon 10. June 9 1901
JESUS APPEARS TO PAUL.
—Acts 22 : 6-16.

GoLpeEN Text. —He was not dis

obedient unto ihe heavinly vision.—
Acts 26 : 19.

HistoricAL SETTING.

Time —A D» 37. About mid-
summer. Most authorities place the
conveision of Punl ia this year.
But Professor Ramsay wmake. it
about 33 ; and Professor Thatcher,
in 34 or 35. There is a space of
time unaccounted for, ava some
place more before his c(oaversion,
and others more af ¢rwarda.

Place.— N-ar Dama cus, one hun-
dred and forty miles northeast of
Jerusalem.

Tae Work or Carist IN CoN-
VERSION — Ve, 6-16 Saul wss bis
H -brew name, Paul his Greek
nsme. Paul was boro at Tarsus, in
Asia Minor, probably about A p. 2
His parents were Jews of pure

; | descent, strict observers of the law,
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and of the sects of Pharisees. He
had a sister and a nephew at Jeru-
salem (Acts 23 : 16), and the names
of six kinsm-.n are given in Rom.
16: 7, 11, 21. His fami'y was one
of wealth, infloence, aud refinem«nt.
As was the custom for every
Rabbi, Paual learned a trade, that of
tent-making.

Tarsus ranked among the first
cities ot the world. It was one of
the busiest mercantile ports of the
Mediterranean. It had echools to
which young men from all parts of
the world came to complete their
education.

At an early age Paul was sent to
Jerusalem, where he studied the
law vnder Gamaliel (22:3; 5: 34).
He was an excellent scholar, a
courteous gentleman, an orator, a
religious man, sincere, strictly moral
according to the Jewish law, proud,
very devoted, and zealous.

He was very bitter against the
church of Corist, persecuting Chris-
tians. He ‘“delivered into prisons
both men and women.” At the
sime time he was exceedingly strict
in cb erving the Jewish law and
vitual. It came to pass....as [
maide my journey to Damascus to
a rest Christians, under the avthor
i y of the Jewish rulers. Suddenly
there shons from heaven a great light
round about me. 1t was above the
brightness of the sun (26: 13)
There can be no doubt as to the
origin of that light—it came from
the face (f the glorified Saviour.
It is stated over and over again
that Paul actually saw Jesus (1 Cor.
9:1; 15:8; Acts 9: 17, 27). How
bright the glory of Christ must be
And 1 tell
unto the ground. He was dazzled
by the intense brightness and over:
powered, And heard a voice. In
the Hebrew toogue. Saul, Saul,
why persecutest thou me? The name
is repeated for empbasis. It is
evident from v. 7 and Acts 26 : 14,
that there was an audible voice.
Obs rve the form of the question,
Why percecutest thou me? not my
d:sciples, not my church. Christ
speaks of himself as persecuted by
Paul, because *in all the affliction
of his people he is afflicted ” (Isa.
63 : 9), and ** whoso toucheth them
toucheth the apple of his eye.”
(Z ch, 2: 8. Who art thou, Lord!?
Paul seeks to keow more about his
duty. He asks for more light. 7/
am Jesus of Nazavsth. The one you
have dcspised as a Nazarene. Whom
thou persecutest. This showed Paul’s
guilt. Paul had not cared so much
about the people, but he had haied
Jesus and the religion he taught,
and the kingdom he had founded.

Christ calls us as he called Paul.
He asks sinners now why they hate
him and bhis kingdom ; why they
reject bis offe s of salvation. They
that were with me. ... heard not the
voice. They heard a noise (9: 7),
but did not hear the words, nor
recognize them as conveying a
weaning. What shall I do, Lord!
Paul was now willing to obey, and
asks the Lord to show him. Go into
Damascus. He went to the house
of Judas on the street called
Stra ght (9: 11). And there it shall
be totd thes. He was not yet pre.
pared for the full revelation of his
duty. God leads us step by step.
And when I could not see. He was
blind for toree days, and *did
neither eat nor drink ” (9: 9). The
state of his mind may be gathered
from the fact that he took no food
nor drink during that interval.
These three days were a season of
iotense inward conflict. Could he
give up all his ambitious hopes?
Could he leave rank, wealth, honor,
friends? Could he enter the service
of one so despised, and suffer
reproach and danger and death ?
And all for what ?

And one Annias,a devout man,and
a disciple (9: 10), but also a good
Jew according to the law, having &
good report. Such a man was the
best one to receive the communica-
tion of the divine will.  Brother
Saul, receive thy sight. Annias was |
the means of giving him his sight.

The God of our fathers hath chosen
thes. This was the announcement
of his life wo'k That thou shoulde:t
krow his will. Chist imparted the
knowledge of the gospel to Paul.
He wrote more episties than all the
other aposties together. And ses
that Just one. Toat is, Jesus. Paul
lays great stre:s on bhis having seen
Christ (Acts 9: 17, 27; 1 Cor 9:
1; 15: 8) That sght of J sas
was a perpetual bles:ing and power
to him. For thou shalt be his witness.
Here was someth ng wor h all his
energies, acd talents, and education,
and ambitions. What thou hast seen
and heard. He was to testify to
what God had taught him, and
what he had experieaced. This is
the duty and privilege of a'l Chris-
tians. Why rarriest thou ! H-sitate
no loog-r. Arise and be baptized.
The sppointed way o! uniting with
the church of Christ, and p :blicly
professing faith in him. A4And wash
away thy sins. Biptism presupposes
repentance, avd he who repents and
believes has the promise of the
forgiveness of sine. Calling on the
name of the Lord. Evidently Christ
He was to live a life of fuith and
praver and worship.

PracricAl Sucaestions  There
are many ways io ~hich men be-
come disciples of Christ. Note the
great variety shown in the New
Testament history. Tnhe N w Jeru-
sulem has twelve gates, and people
can come into it from every direc-
tion, and in many ways. The one
question is whether th-y enter at
all.

Paul’'s experience is a noble ex-
ample of what Jesus is coatinually
working on earth in the redemption
of the human race.

The vicion of Jesus convinced
Paul of his sin and his need. It
showed him hisown heart. He saw
that he was far from God. Itis the
vision of Christ, so holy and loving;
is the perception of the goodness of
G d that leads men to see them-
eelves as they are, and coavicts them
of <in.

Paul saw in Jesus his rightful
Lord and Saviour, whom he ought
to love and trust and oley.

Paul repented of his sins, his
g-1f-righteousness, his pride, his
eriors.

He accepted of Jesus as his Lord
and Teacher and Saviour. He
believed in him with his whole
heart.

He confessed Chri-t before men
He took sides for him at great cost.

This was the b ginning of a new
life

OrHEr VisioNs oF THE LivING
AND GLORIFIED SAVIOUR; AND THEIR
MraNING.

The Visicn in Jerusalem. In a
trance Paul saw Jesus at Jerusalem,
three years later (Acts 22: 17 21;
Gal. 1: 18), when Jesus commi:-
sioned him to be the apostle to the
Gentiles. The vision meant appoin:-
ment to his life work.

The Vision in Corinth. In Acts
18 : 9, the Lord spoke to Paul in a
vision. Paul was in danger from
the opposition in Corinth, and was
in doubt as to his duty. Jesus bade
him remain in the city, for there
was a great work for him to do
there. The vision meant safety and
success.

The Vision in a Prison®*at Jeru-
salem. Acts 23: 11. When Paul
was imprisooed in Castle Antonia at
Jerusalem on account ¢f the mob,
his life being threatenéd, and a long
imprisonment before him, and said,
“‘Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou
hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so
must thoa bear witness also at
Rome.” As a matter of fact his
arrest and impriconment in order to
stop bis career became the very best
means of bis accomplishing it. The
Romans themselves carried him to
Rome, and protected him there,
giving him abundant opportunity to
preach the gospel. This vision
meant adversity compelled to be
the means of carrying out his life-
work. I¢ wus comfort in adversity,

Now all these visions of Jesus by
Paul add to the proofs that Jesus is
an ever-living Saviour, and show us
what things he is doing for us even
to this day.

—— el >t G

A Victim of Bad Books.

I listened, a few years since, to a
very interesting lecture by the
chaplain of the Massachusetts
State prison. What impressed wme
most, was the large number of
young men confined there, and
especially the causes vhat led to
their fall. The chaplain said he had
conversed with them all, and almost
invariably they traced their ruin to
the thunderand lightning literature,
as he termed i, they read.

A little later one day, business
called me t) B , afew miles from
, Mass. Daring my stay I had
occasion to visit theagentof afactor
there, and noticed he had lost both
hands above the wrists, and from his
manner and the sad expression he
wore, it was evident some great sor-
row was heavy on his heart,

From a lady who lived near his
home, and was well acquainted with

bis family, I learned the following
sad story.

Iv scems he had one boy upon\
whom fa'ter nnd m. ther had based

maoy bright hopes. They were
members of the Cngregationsl
church, and vud wver thrown nround

the boy such iufiuences as was for
his best g:od, but he, with others

had become interested in the kind

of books referred to above, and the
result was he lost his interest in
8:hool, becime wild, and was ex-
pelled from his insti-ution where he
was in attendance. His one thought
was to go out West to become a
cow boy.

As be had brc.me unmansgeable
at home, and h ping a few months
in the wild West would have a
salutary effect, they decided to give
him a chauce to see for himself. He
had no. been from home macy
we: ks, when a letier came asking
for funds to purchase a ranch.
Money was sent him, but a little
later the iotelligence came that he
was dead. B ing anxiocus to r:cover
'he body of their waywurd son, they
decided to go in person and se:k it.
As tae father could not feed him-
se'f, some one must accompany h m,
acd the mother decided she would
go. The locality in which they
sought their son I have forgotten ;
but they travelled by rail and stage
as far as they could. They were
obliged to travel on horseback one
hundred miles. This was a trying
ordeal, a8 they were far past middle
life, and unaccustomed to this means
of conveyance.

On reaching the locality where
they expected to find the obj:cv of
the long and wearisome journey,
they learned that their boy, on
comiog there, had joined a gang of
horse thieves, and when caught, the
first time, owing to his youth, was
atle, with the money received from
howme, to purchase his liberty. But,
on being caught a second time for a
similar ofi-nce, be and others were
lynched. To add to this sad aftair,
they were obliged to return without
the o' ject of their search.—Selected.
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A Bible Scholar in the Kitzhen.

I know of one dear woman who
had only a common school education,
and & very common one at that, she
used in her humility to say, who
yet became so choice a Bible scholar
that in her church and Sabbath
school it grew to be a habit with the
people to defer to her opinion, and
who had had abundant opportunity
for study learned to mark their own
opinion with an interrogation when
it differ.d fromw hers. To oune who

sand years farther on would talk
about her and m-ke r: s lutions to
bunt her up in teaven. No one
¢ n .0 through l.fe doiug the right
things always no matter how simple
they may seem without hitting on
something that will result in some-
thing great. We will fiad wmany
things out in heaven which nobody
paid much attention to here.

It was great t0 get Naaman heal-
ed, but that was not as great as get-
ting bim and his people to know
God. This littlegicl proved a great
wissionary. There is no telling how
many bearing f God though that
act of hers went to heaven. Then
ber influence is u power tc-day.

o

Remarkable Ants

A co>k was much annoyed to find
his pastry shelves attacked by ante.
By careful watching it was di:cov-
ered that they came twics a day in
search of food—at about seven in
the morning and four in the after-
noon. H,w were the pi s to be
protected against the invaders?
Tue cook decided to make a circle
round the pie with treacle and await
the result. He did not have long
to wait, for at 6 30 he noticed that
cff to the lefc c.rner of the pantry
was a line of ants slowly making its
wav in the direction of the pies
They seemed like a vast army
coming forth to attack the enemy.
[o frunt was a leader who alw-ys
kept a little ubead of his troops.
Toey were of the sort known as the
medium sized red ant, which is re-
garded as the most intelligent of its
kind whose scientific name is
Formica rubra.
About forty ants out of 500 step-
ped out and joined the leader. The
general and his aide held a council
and then proceeded to examine the
circle of treacle
Certain portions seemed to be
asgigned to the different ants, and
eich selected unerringly the poict
in the section under his charge
where the stieam of treacle was
narrowest. Then the leader made
his tour of iuspection. The order
to march was given and the ants all
made their way to a hole in the wall,
at which the plastering was loose.
Here they broke rank and set
about carrying pieces of plaster to
the places in the treacle which bad
been agread upon as narrowest. To
and from they went from the nail-
hole to the treacle, until at 11 20
o’clock they had thrown a bridge
across. Then they foimed them-
selves in line again and marched

questioned her as to how it was
possible in her narrowed and wonder-
fully busy life to give the amount of
study and thought thatshe evidently
did to Bible themes, she made
answer :

Why you see I had a great deal
of time to myself. After the children

day. And I know that at six
«’clock there will be eleven hungry
people who will look to me for a
good dinner ; 8o of course I have to
spend a good deal of my time in the
kitchen., Years ago I forsaw that
the large portion of my waking
hours would have to be spent there,
and I felt lonely and wanted a com-
panion. So I covered my Bible with
glate.colored cambric and took it to
the kitchen with me After a while
my husband put up a shelf on pur-
pose for it, and made a little wire
arrangement to hold it open, and
we have had real good times to-
gether, my Bible and I. I can peep
at a verse here and there and keep
thinking it over as I go about my
work, and think of all the other
verses I know that throw light on
it. It is wonderful how many verses
one knows that fit in, if we just
give them time to find their places !
Ironing days were very nice, it was
long, slow work, you see, that didn’t
take much thought, because I knew
exactly bow to do it, and T could
give my mind to some subject that
needed studying, and every once in
a while find a verse that made it
plaiver. Then in the evening, when
I had a quiet half-hour to myself,
I'd look up things that I hadn’t had
time for during the day, and fiod
out what others thought about the
same verse, That would be sure to
start me on some new verses, and
maybe would go for weeks, my Bible
and I, studying thbat one subject.—
Pansy, in The World.
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A Girl Heroine.

She knew something.

That is & great thing to say of
anybody. She knew something
which was worth knowing. That
made her a power in the world.

It is & great thiog to know
and believe in a great man. Baut
be sure he is great. Not a few men
are held as great who are but roofs
of mud. To believe in a mud-roof

Y | man is to rest under a curse. There

is no telling when he will break as
you srust in him. Such a fall hurts.
But the little maid. We do not
know her name, but she is in heaven
and we will see her and find out
ber name one day.

She did a simple thing, but simple

| right things often prove to be great

She had no idea anybody two tho u

are started for school I am alone all |

over,and by 11.45 every ant was
eating pie.

——— e ———————
What the Bible Is

Some writer gives the following
analysis of the ‘Books of books,’
[ the B.ble ;

It is a Book of Liaws, to show the
right from wrong.

It is a Book of Wisdom, that
makes the foolish wice.

Iv is a Book of Truth, which
detects all human errors,

It is a Book of Life, that shows
how to avoid everlasting death.

It is the most authentic and en-
tertainiog history ever published.

It contaius the most remote anti-
quities, the most remarkable events
and wooderful occurrences.

It is & complete code of laws,

It is a perfect body of divinty.

It is an unequaled narrative

Iv is a book of biograpby.

It is & buok of travels.

It is a book of voyages.

It is the best covenant ever made,
the best deed ever written.

It is the best will ever executed,
the best testament ever signed.

It is a learned man’s masterpiece,

It is the young man’s best com-
panion.

It is
structor.

It is the ignorant man’s diction.
ary, and every man’s directory.

[t promises an eternal reward to
the faithful and believing.

Bat that which crowns all is the
Author.

He is without
without bhypocrisy. With whom
there is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning.

the schoolboy’s best in-

parciality, and
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The Rule of Three.
Three things to govern—temwp
tongue, and conduct.
Three things to live—courage,
gentleness, and affectioa.
Three things to hate—cruelty,
arrogance, and ingratitude,
Three things to delight in—franle
ness, freedom, ard beauty.
Three things to wish for—health,
friends, and a cheerfal spirit.
Three things to avoid—idleness,
loquacity, and flippant jesting,

How 10 Cure HEADACHE.—Some
people suffer untold misery day after
day with Headache. There is rest
neither day or night until the nerves
are all unstrung. The cause is gener-
ally a disorded stomach, and a cure
can be effected by using Parmelee's
Vegetable Pills, containing Manbrake
and Dandelion. Mr. Finlay Wark,
Lysander, P. Q.,writes: ‘‘Ifind Parme-

| lee's Pills a first-class article for Bil-

ious Healache.

AN ORNAMENT T0
~ ANY RCOI

We have just rvecived a new
lot of White Enamel ard Brass

Beadsteads

If you want a dainty Bedroom
have one of these, We also
have Springs and Mattresses
to fit.

LEMONT & SONS.

EYE GLARSEN.

Anything the matter with your
eyes?

Can't see as well as you used
to? 1If so call at

Wiley's Drup Stors

and get your eyes tested,. Won't
cost you anything to find out.

No charge for consultation

First class line of Spectaeles and
Eye Glasses to select from.

WILEY'S

206 Queen Street

GATES' ACADIAN LINIMENT

the World's greatest

Pain Exterminator

G.C,GATES 3ON & CO.,
Middleton, N. S.

GENTLEMEN:—About two years agae
I was taken sick with

LA GRIPPEE

My head pained excrociatingly. 31
terrible was the pain that when m
wife wrung cloths from hot water an
held them on my head I could not
feel the heat. I obtained a bottle of
your

ACADIAN LINIMENT,

used it on my head, and took some Im
hot water internally, according to
directions. As soon as I drank it X
felt better, and it made a complete
cure in a few days. [ afterwards ad-
vised a nelghbour to use it and it
cared him also. Me. Joshua McDonald
of Casy Corner, spent $25 00 before I
eaw him and persuaded him to try
your Liniment. He too was cured
and says that he will never be without

GATES’' ACADIAN LINIMENT

in the house.
For man and beast, external ov
internal. I regard it as the est.

Yours truly,
ALEXANDER THOMPSON

Insist on having Gates’, the beat,
Sold everywhere at 256ct per bottle.

HARVEYS STUDIO

Our New Hollday Styles of

PHOTOCRAPES

make the best

2mas GRifts.

CLIFTON HOUSE

Princess & 148 Germain Sts,
S AINT JOHN, N.B
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