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An India Letter,

A letter has recently beea receiv-
ed by one of our workers, from Dr.
Shirley Smith, of Balasore, and a
few extracts have been passed on
as ideas vhat will be of help to more
than one reader. Dr. Smith is our
youngest and newest missionary,
only baving been in India about a
year. Ier work, however, even in
this shert time, has been unusually
successful while her work, coupled
with her bright and charming per
sonality has made for her scores of
friends on each side of the globe.
She is at present practising in Bala-
sore,where she has been a house com-
panion of our own Miss Gaunce. We
hope the following bits from ber
letter will be read as often and gen-

erally as they deserve, -
Com.

It is necesesary for a wmissionary
to get the best possible general
training she can. To learn to
think if she has not already learned
to do it. To learn to get a large
view of things—tn discriminate be-
tween essentials and non-2ssenti-ls
—betweeu details and under lying
facts or truths, To learn to avoid
prejudices and preconceived notions
and to look at things squarely and
cooly and honestly—as they are not
a8 they shou/d be or as they might be
—and tuking things as they are,
to bring 1o bear such forces as will
have the proper snfluence in chang-
ing them to what they should be.
The best p'ace that I know of to do
all these things is a good college.

L -t her get as good a knowledge
of her Bible as possible. Learn all
she can about every thingin school,
and out of it. It is perfectly aston-

ishing what various demands are

made apon one’s store of knowledge,
Whatever one knows he will wish

he knew better, and whatever one
wish he
illustrate, —I was at
Santipore at one tine and found
that Dr. Nellie Phillips had taught

does not know he will
knew. To

the boys something about book-
binding—more than I knew—and
yet I doubt if she had had any
special instructions before she came,
A little later she had a young wo-
man who was staying at DBalasore
come up and teach them more, 8o
that they could rebind school books,
hymn books, ete, when they were
worn ous, (The young woman had
worked in a bindery before coming
out). Lter, being very anxious to
start some industry for the village
she hal a weaver come to the mis-
gion to work for her so that she
could see if they could make rag
weaving pay. She had to make
har own patterns, had to learn abons
theeads-—spinning,twisting, weights,
etc—and 1t would have been a great
advantaze \f she had known about
cs)lu!‘:l‘.:{.

Iudia is a strange place in some
respects—QOne comes here expecting
to be located in one place and you
are stationed 1n another., You coms
expecting to do one kind of work
and you are obliged vo do anoiher
or both the kind you expected to
do and something el-e. You get
nicely settled at one thing and then
you are obliged to pick up your
things and betake yourself to some
other placa, It is true nnt only in
Mission circles, but in the Civil
Sarvice and other work as well
That is one of the trials of Indian
life,

good fund of information, literary

and practical—but above all with
a good stock of common sense and
However much one
may konow it will not be sufficient
for the needs, and our reliance must
be upon God—And after all has
H- not chosen the wesk things to
confound the mighty? Tndia 15 a
good place to learn humility and
still one may see somuthing of what
God is able to accomphish through

a large faith.

weak, buman iustrumonts.

Then a Missionary shiould learn

to know people—to pnt hersel

So you see whoever comes
here nceds to come with a fairly

nlongside of them, t0 see thip

from their view point—chen she

may really sympathigs with the
and caun know what iufloences

bring to bear to move them. This
bo me is very importast ship them,
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