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An India Letter, 

A letter has recently beea receiv- 
ed by one of our workers, from Dr. 
Shirley Smith, of Balasore, and a 
few extracts have been passed on 
as ideas vhat will be of help to more 
than one reader. Dr. Smith is our 
youngest and newest missionary, 
only baving been in India about a 
year. Ier work, however, even in 

this shert time, has been unusually 
successful while her work, coupled 
with her bright and charming per 
sonality has made for her scores of 
friends on each side of the globe. 
She is at present practising in Bala- 
sore,where she has been a house com- 
panion of our own Miss Gaunce. We 
hope the following bits from ber 
letter will be read as often and gen- 
erally as they deserve, 

in the Missionary. 
no foreigner ever really understands 
the native Indian mind, at any rate 

it is dificult, bat that is no reason 

why we should not try to understand 
it as far as possible, and only as we 
do, are we going to have the larg- 
est influence. 
But do not imagire that thesepeople 
are whelly unlike ourselves they are 

really our cousins you know. I fiad 
many of them intelligeat and bright 
—moved by many of the same im- 

pulses shat move us—tempted in 

the same wav many times—and 

often yielding just as we do. They 

are human even after they become 

Christians, and in many things they 
are like children. 

Somehow I think we have got it 

into our heads shat lifein India is 
full of trials of every sort. Some- 
how people seem to think that who- 
ever comes out here doesn’t bave 
quite enough to eat and what be 
does have isn't very good. New 
that is a big mistake. Of course 
there may be such Missiovaries— 
but I haven't seen them. I know 
we all have enough and it is very 
good indeed—and there is a fairly 
good variety, We have some dishes 
that they do not have at home— 
snd they have some that we do not. 
It is true of fruits and vegetables 
also—bat I am so fortunate as to 
like almost everything I have eaten 
bere. We have Meat and Fowls 
and Fish, Vegetables, Cereals and 
Fruits. Do not think either that 
if one should exhaust their stock of 
hahdkerchiefs after his arrival here 
he would have to send to America 
for more, for he wouldn’s. Many 
things one can buy in the bazirs of 
any goodsizad town and the Cal- 
cutta shops are supplied with almost 
everything thas one could wish. 
Oar houses are built in the Indian 
style, with thick brick walls, plas- 
t red inside and outside—and some 

It is said that | pected to be better than the thing 

Com. 

It is necessary for a missionary 
to get the best possible general 
training she can. To learn to 
think if she has not already learned 
to do it. To learn to get a large 
view of things—tn discriminate be- 
tween essentials and non-2ssenti-ls 
—betweeu details and under lying 
facts or truths, To learn to avoid 
prejudices and preconceived notions 
and to look at things squarely and 
cooly and honestly—as they are not 
as they shouw/d be or as they might be 
—and tuking things as they are, 
to bring 10 bear such forces as will 
have the proper snfluence in chang- 
ing them to what they should be. 
The best p'ace that I know of to do 
all these things is a good college. 

L-t her get as good a knowledge 
of her Bible as possible. Learn all 
she can about every thing in school, 
and out of it. It is perfectly aston- 
ishing what various demands are 
made apon one’s store of knowledge, 
Whatever one knows he will wish 
he knew better, and whatever one 
does not know he will wish he 
knew. To illustrate, —I was at 
Santipore at one tine and found 
that Dr. Nellie Phillips had taught 
the boys something about book- 
binding —more than I knew—and 
yet I doubt if she had had any 
special instructions before she came, 
A little later she had a young wo- 
man who was staying at Balasore 
come up and teach them more, so 

that they could rebind school books, 
hymn books, ete, when they were 

worn ous, (The young woman had 
worked in a bindery before coming 
out). Liter, being very anxious to 
start some industry for the village 
she hal a weaver come to the mis- 
gion to work for her so that she 
could see if they could make rag 
weaving pay. She had to make 
har own patterns, had to learn about 
theeads-—spinning, twisting, weights, 
etc—and 1t would have been a great 
advantaze if she had known about 
coloring. 

India is a strange place in some 
respects—QOne comes here expecting 
to be located in one place and you 
are stationed 1n another. You « 
expecting to do one kind of work 
and you are obliged vo do anoiher 

or both the kind you expected to 

do and something ele. You get 
nicely settled at one thing and then 
you are obliged to pick up your 
things and betake yourself to some 
other placa, It is true not only in 
Mission circles, but in the Civil 
Sarvice and other work as well 
That is one of the trials of Indian 
life, 

me 

a large faith. 

weak, buman iustrumonts. 

Then a Missionary should learn 

to know people—to pnt hersel 

nlongside of them, tO see thing 

from their view point—chen sh 

may really sympathize with them, 

and cau know what iuflueuces to 

So you see whoever comes 
here needs to come with a fairly 
good fund of information, literary 
and practical—but above all with 
a good stock of common sense and 

However much one 
may know iv will not be sufficient 
for the needs, and our reliance must 

be upon God—And after all has 
H+ not chosen the wesk things to 
confound the mighty? Tndia 1s a 
good place to learn humility and 
still one may see somuthing of what 

God is able to accomplish through 

have thatched roofs—but they are 
very comfortable and pleasant as a 
rule. If one is fond ot city life and 
social activity, I think one would 
be lonely here, but if one is absorb- 
ed in his work and isn’t largely de. 
pendent on other people for his 
employment of life he muy be very 
happy in India. I am so glad I do 
not live in Calcutta or Bombay or 
M adras—or some place where there 
is a real city life and something go- 
ing on sll the time. 

I think you would like the little 
Indians--with their bright, black 
eyes and winning smiles. You see 
these people do not have faces like 
the negro—but the type of features 
is more like our own. Some of the 
lower caste and the Santals are very 
black—but some are quite light, 
and the Santals are a diffsrent race 
80 do not look gnite the same as 
the others. 

Missionaries have resl jolly good 
times too and do not go about with 
long faces and they seem juit as 
happy as people at home, 

I am now spending nearly a 
month at Pari, where the great 
temple of Jaganuath is, I bave 
come here to avoid the heat of May. 
Here we are directly on the sea 
shore, the bungalow being built 
right on the sand and so we have a 
good tea breeze when there is any. 
Thuis is « most interesting city, and 
one of the most historical in India. 
Even centuries before Christ it was 
a religious centre to which pilgrim- 
ages were made. For several cen- 
turies it was Buaddhistic. but now 
it is wholly changed and Jaganuath, 
the ninth incaruation of Vishnu is, 

to the multitudes that come here, 
Lord of the World. 1 have seen 
the temple gates and domes, but 
foreigners are not allowed to enter. 
Next month the great “car Festi- 
val” occurs. I saw the workmen 
at work building the cars the other 
day and I have a picce of wood from 
one of last year’s cars, Beside the 
Temple and the various shrines, 
there are five other objects of wor- 
ship for the pilgrims, 
five great tauks of the City, a dirty 

1 old well whose water is said to come 
from the river Ganges and the sea, 
Toe special place where the sea is 
worshipped is called Heaven's gate, 
a place wnere 1 believe it 18 vhat 
vhe original block of wood from 
which the three idols (Jaganuath 
and his brother and sister) were 
made, was washed up. Those who 
die there are supposed to go direct- 
ly to Hoaven—and I am told that 
bodies are often burned there, It 
is qaite the thing for all the pilgrims 
to bathe there. Another idol hera 
—of less consequence than the 
others is that of Haneman the 

back so that it will nov overflow 

the land, He is honored because 
be as king of the Monkeys caused 

the sea so that 

Ruma could bring back his wife, 
Ib is all very nice for peop'e to talk 

and when one thinks of their char 

Three of the 

he worships. 

Christian Madness. 

Festus—*Paul, thon art mad.” 
Pau/—*[ am not mad.” 
We are all ready to take the side 

of Paul, and say, that the man was 
not mad, but spoke forth words of 
truth and eoberness. We do this 
because we know that the apostle 
had an experience. Had he been 
a cowardly, inconsistant, weak kneed 
disciple, then when we see him mak- 
ing his bold defence, we might be 
led to say, he is beside himself. Bat 
when a soul gives up laxury for 
bardsbip ; peace for the sword ; 
law and creed for faith and works. 
we are forced to say at once, here 
is a man with an experience. If 
there was a flash in Panl’s eye ; if 
there was iron in his blood ; if there 
was thunder in his voice ; there was 
much more than these, for down 
deep in his soul was an experience 
of th:t Gospel of which he was not 
ashamed and for which he waa will- 
ing to suffer che loss of all things. 
This man whom they charged with 
madness was one whose sonl was 
burning with the living truths of 
the liviog gospel. The great Ged 
of the universe had revealed him 
self in Jesus of Nizareth ; this Son 
of God had died the just for the un- 
jast to bring both Paul and all men 
back to God ; this Christ who had 
died was alive forever more and 
dwelt with Paul and al! men as a 
great companion —Let a man make 
these truths real to his heart and 
then whether he is the apossle to 
the Gentiles or whoever he is we 
will be ready to defend him from 
the charge of madness. The danger 
is that too often we give the world 
a chance to bring a valid charge of 
madness against wus, because we 
put everything else in place of an 
experience, In the time of a re- 
vival how easy it is to become mad 
and give the pledge of money and 
then afterwards fail to redeem it.— 
How easy it is, in some moment of 
madness to sing *‘I'ii go where you 
want me to go, dear Lord, over 
mountain er plain or ses,” and 
yet bow hard we find iv to walk 
down to the next block and attend 
the service when the night is the 
least disagreeable. Have we not 
all met with men who boasted of 
their orthodoxy because they could 
tell what Paul, or Calvin or Wea- 
ley had to say about certain doc- 
trines ? And when others could not 
do it, they were thought to have 
an inferior experience. D> we 
ever think what madness this is? 
A man is not favored of God be- 
cause he can quote from another 
man, but only when he makes God 
and all eternal things as real as they 
were to Moses and Paul and Lather 
snd Moody and all the truly great 
cf earth. It is always the experi- 
ence which counts and if we ever 
let anything else take its place we 
need mot blame the world if it 
charges us with madness. God, 
our father does not strive to give 
us a certain amount of joy, or ex: 
ultation,or any certain feeling what- 
ever ; but bis great purpose is to 
make of each of us loyal and obedi- 
ent sons and daughters. Let us 
beware of that madness which puts 
something else in place of this, 

Look, on the other hand at the 
madness of the world. Tae politi- 
cian will toss his hat in the air and 
kick the bottom out'of it and there 
is no charge of madaess, bay lat 
a Christian become a listie noisy in 
the prayer service and itis said at 
once that he is mad. If a stranger 
comes to town the curler will ask if 
he can curl ; the skater ; if he can 

but let the christain be anxious to 

know if he is a follower of Christ 
and someone will ba sure to say, 
this is religious madness. 

gkate ; the dancer, if he can dance , 

Liat the 

    

  

  

  

  

                      

  

    

        

    

   

    

    

    

      

  

     

  

       

    

      
  

    
good superintendent. He can let 
the school drag on or he can put 
life and power into the exercises. 
He can talk too little or too much 
or just enough. He can keep his 
hand oa all the work or let it slip 
away from him. He can spur the 
teachers to higher service or dis- 
courage them. He can attract 
children or scold them away. God 
bless and guide the superintendent. 

re lll = 0 GP nn. 

We too must go through the 
Gethsemane of submission aud the 
Calvary of suffering if we would 
help to save. 

There was once upon a time an 
Ep7ptian, so it is said, who built a 
pyramid and died of melancholy. 
His name was Duamps. The 
memory of his tregic history is per- 

dumps. 
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petuated every time we are in the 

Io the golden days of old Rome, | Trav ur A CEILD IN THE Way Ir i 

one of the coveted honors open to SuwovLp co, AND Go Tear Way : 

its soldiers was the Vallary Crown, | YOURSELF —M any elderly men and | ow 

awarded to that wan who first | women cause something skin to i 

scaled the rampart of the enewy, torture to their children by their mM 

and our great leader in the +ky ia | manners, or the lack of them. A No 

holding oat a crown to-day to that | mother noticed that her five year- ] 

soul who becomes so mad, that he |old son was eating with his knife, / 

dares to undertake exceprional |“ Yon must not do that,” she said, . 

eff rte and perform great deeds for | horrified ; “no one eats with a | A 

His sake.— Lot the world grow mad | knife.” 
> 

over fashion and sport if it will, “Drandpa does every tiwe be | ie 
but surely you and I ought tu be! eats’ was the triumphant reply — I 

ready to put christian madness, | Woman's Hems Companion. 2 

into our missionary work. our 
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should ask him what he was doing, song Bie on eg IL 
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Monkey god. He keeps the sew 

the mountains to be thrown into 
a pathway was 

inde to Ceylon and the great hero 

about the idea that these people do 
not worehip the idol bat only the 

f|god that they represent, but what | planation that could be given was 
8 | kind of gode do they represent —if | to say he was mad. Bus if this be 
e | only one looks at their hideonsness ! 

preacher request a little closer at 
tention to prayer meeting and some 
one will arise to ask ‘does the 
preacher think we have nothing else 
to do than go to prayer meeting,” 
or let him say that in the interest 
of God's work he will hold an all 
night of prayer on the evening of 
the next prayer service, how qaick- 
ly we would say that our pastor was 
taking his work too much to heart, 
and from all sides would come the 
words “he is mad.” Porhaps he is, 
but what about the young people 
who attend the social gatherings 
and come home at one, or two or 
three o'clock in the morning. It 
does mot require much time for a 
gober mind to tell where the mad- 
ness is, People become emotional 
over pic-nic’s, and parties and poli- 
tics but let us grow emotional over 
religion and at once the charge of 
old ;Fasbus is brovght againgd us ; 
“Thou art mad.” The apostle eo 
burned with the traths he was pre- 
senting, that he glowed from his 

head to his feet and the only ex- 

madness we might all pray that as 
-| Christians we might catch it, and   

actsr I do not see   bring to bear to move them. 

it seem» 

This 

bo me is very importast ship them, 
thought of asa good thing to wor 

A wan cannot be ex 

how it can be become so possessed of the reality 

good at once will never do any.— 

Samuel Johnson. 
  

If the hair 1s falling out and turning 
gray,the glands of the skin need stimu- 
lating and color food, and the best 
remedy and stimulant is Hall's Hair 
Renewer. 

  

Eas 

You need nos Jcough all night and 
disturb your friends ; there is no oc- 
casion for your running the risk of 
contracting inflammation of the lungs 
or consumption, while you can get 
Bickle's  Anti-Consumptive Syrup. 
This medicise cures coughs, colds, in- 
flammation of the lungs and all throat 
and chest troubles. It promotes a   free and easy 

lungs from viscid phlegm. 
  

seriously to neglect. Sometimes they 
cause convulsions and death. If you 
suspect them to be present, give Dr. 
Low's Pleasant Worm Syrup, which 
destroys the worms without injuring 
the child, Price 20c. 805 

———   a 

Milburn's Sterling Headache Pow- 
ders contain neither morphine nor 
opium. They promptly cure Sick 
Headache, Neuralgia, Headache, 
Headache of Grippe, Headache of de-   ' of these great truths of the Gospel 

that we glow as Paul glowed, 
licate ladies and Headache from any 
cause whatever. Price 10c and 20e. 

expectoration, which | 
immediately relieves the throat and } 

ME Worms affected a child's health too} 
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