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BY THE REV THMDORE L. CUYLER, D.D.

-evxtable trials, and the life of a mmxster
of the Gospel of Christ has some trials
-~ peculiar to his sacred office: But if hé
., is faithful to his high calling, he has
/ »-some peculiar joys. . Let me indicate
«ome of the happy hours in his._ life

ﬂ{lmt, are foretastes of his heaven-
ly rewards ; for our God is not only a h’b
eral rewarder but he often pays mad
vance,
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'rnn JOY OF stxuon qunm
We wxll g0, for example, into a pas-
tor s study on a Tuesday morning, after
“he has had his needed rest on quday ’
-. He sits down to prepare. his sermon;

“the sources of all light, for a few. min-

utes .of honest prayer s wo&ﬁ more
‘than hours of study. He alig ts" ‘upon
TR a text, or rat;her some  teXt lies tipon
A him and will not let him off. He begins
% to explore it. He looks at it in all its
surroundings, comparing Scripture wnth,

passage of dlvmely-msplred truth the
richer and sweeter and more proﬁtable
.of all manner of instruction it becomes
and he rejoweth as ‘one that findest
‘great spoil.” No discovery thrills more
than the discovery of a new truth, With

‘thought after another as fast as he can
 note: them, - whether hewmec out his
~ discourse in full or only prepares a com-

Ve prehensive “brief” These are golden -
‘moments to him. - Sir Walter’ Scott
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i ecstasy.” = The - preacher ovf all God’s
_ecstasy when he has grasped and piit
into fitting form the heaven-sent mes-.
sage which may—-mth the divine bless-
ing—be a saver of life unto life to somel'
~souls on the following Sabbath. God
pity the minister to whom sermon pre-"
paratton “has become a drudgery! The‘
(wple are to be pmed ‘who have to lis-
' tea to such weansome task-wprk ;
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'I'KE JOY 0? MCKING.

If thm delvmc into the inexhaustible
«  gold mine of the Holy Scriptures brings
s ‘such delight, there may be a still higher
delight in presenting this precious ore’
to an assemblage of immortal souls, ‘A
preacher who does not love fo- preach
ought to demit his office; his Master has
discharged him, Sooner offer to eat a
~ brother mrmster’s dish_of strawberries
= for him than to offer to preach for him
if he has a sermon newly coined and

to. deliver to his flock, To be in good
physcal trim, and not have your “head
in a bag,” is one essential to enjoyable
5 work in the pulpit; therefore let'no min-
ister exhaust his energies by late work
 on a Saturday night,
" . After a refreshing mght’s rect and
‘with ‘a. message from God's Word in
hw”tt zhu he feels as sure of as he.
dou-&ithd existence. of a sun in the
| mf, . tmq ambuudor of Christ
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HAPPY HOURS IN A PASTOR'S LIFE.

“Every lot in human life has its in- -

Jourthnch warm and cheer his

and first of all he ‘seeks for light from

Séripture. The deeper he goes into the |

his mind"all aglow, he sets down one

~ tells us that the faded eye of his "LastA ,.
'Mmstrel" Kindled - “with all a poet’s '

o o i m‘ls messages to. men feels :llso an

burning in his heart which he is longing -

will rejoice to enter the pupit. He sees
the light of eternity flashing in the faces
of his andrence. And when, in firm reli-
ance on the. aid of the Holy Spirit,- he
opens his_lips’ before that assemblige
when his fervid heart pours farth a tor-
rent of argument mtd% red-hot by holy
emotion, when every word-is illustrated
by the eloquence of an’ eager eye and
vngorous rtght arm,. when warning and
entreaty and persuasion are all’- cq)n-
bined and when the preacher becomes
the _beaming and buring impersonation
of God’s glorious truth, then preaching
becothes a Joy that an arch-angel might
~covet. This is no mere fiction of i imag-
" ination.  Such supreme delights are not
- confined to Whitefields and’ Guthries
and Spurgeons and Simpsons and the

masters of pulpu: eloquence -they are %
. wnthm the reach of the hu:nblest min-

ister who will sattrate his. mind with -
God’s truth, make himself Gg,d’s mouth- -

. piece, and let the - Ahmghty God speak

‘through him. Many men in these daya
: orgamz? ‘steel’ trusts” and “oil trusts,”
but - ﬁere»xs no monopoly in Gospel trath

< and no exclusive limitations in the hon-~

‘ors and the joys of proclaiming that
Gﬂspe] of salvatnon to immortal beings.
Joyful preachmg may cause joy in heav-
en over repentant sinners, a.nd the pul-
pit will never lose power whde re-en--
forced by! the “powet from on hlgh ‘i
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: :rms J'OY OF PASTORAL GALLS

‘Preachmﬁ”the Gospel xé Sm al guh- -
«nery, and every minister must find out

. whether his shots strike and where they
'stnke. This he must ascertain by going
among his people in . faithful pastoral
~visitation, Personal gntercourse ‘may
- prove whether< his hecvenly messages
ar‘e~ producing spiritual results; Fishmg
“for compliments is too contemptible to.
deserve rebuke; but it does gladden a
pastor’s heart to be told “Your sermon
~ has helped me mightily,” or “Your dis-
course. last Sunday cleared up a dtﬁcult
passage for me,” or “I was led by your
appeal “to decide for Chrrst’ ’I‘hﬂs is
better ‘pay than any salary }n gold or
greenbacks, Perhaps while ‘you are in

and some one. ‘enters

0 is awekdmd

and comes for directions. ,You coun-

sel immediate surrender. to Christ, and
~ pray with this anxious mqlmer, who' de-
‘ cxdes on the spot, and goes away’ rejou:—‘

ing. A hnpgy hour is this and your

study ‘becomes a Bethel wnth desomding
- angels. ) ;

An xmportant part of every putor’s‘
work is with the troubled, the sick and
the bereaved. Bruised hearts are to be
bound up and a' helping word spoken to
the weak, and the weary and the woe-
begone. These ministrations of mercy .
cost no little effort and strain on the
~nerves, but they bring rich rewards.
Among all immense cormpondmce
the letters that. I cherish most are those
written by hearts grateful for, guidance
through dark places md eonlohtmn in
dark hours.  Such tributes of thmkﬁd—
ness are embalmed as in hmder and
never lose their fngunce » o
| Ihavespokeanthmymﬁl
hours which & falthful pastor may en-

rolled up to heaven—the word “rapture"

. sibilities -of the- “faithful, fearless. pastor
your study. there is’ :‘htqdi at thc door""""who is bent on wmning souls to Christ,

- Paul exclaimed, “Ye are my glory and
,ﬂ_cowod as if I had ~goodly buildings and
ual children were born.”

. of Scotland, cried out to his people,

“Your heaven. would be two heavens to
~me, and the qlvatxon of every ome of

- Book, preach, pray, work from house to

in ‘holding up Christ before his Sabha'th
auditors, and ‘in winning the gratitude—’
.of those whom he has befriended - in

1
seasons of tr:ouble anq ber'eavement..

 The crowning mercy, however, to. any
pastor is an outpouring of the Holy
Spirit; and the crowning joy is the in-
gathering of ‘converted souls. As I look -
back .over a ‘ministry of almost fifty-six
~years;“the seasons that are marked in my
‘hfe~record ‘with a “Hallelujah 1” “ have
- been the seasons of revival. Nearly all |-
of these have come w:thout special dis-
. courses to Christians, and all of - them
have been unpredicted. One of the most
presumptuous and misleading of blun-
ders is to go about predicting an out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit. In my own
. pastoral experience these seasons of
* peculiar spiritual blessing have come un-
der the ordinary’ ministrations, and the
first token of them has been the awak-
ening of a few impenitent persons, |

L
5 g, W
v

‘s THE JOY OF SOUL WINNING,
+1 recall now a most reﬂjhrliablq' re-
_vival that occurred during the earlger‘
~period of my ministry in that beloved
Brooklyn church which I served for 30
. years. I had begun the Week of Prayer,
and on one of the coldest January even-
ings that I ever knew. In spite of the
- thermometer bemg below zero, the pray-
room’was crowded and the first thrill

of the evening was when a pronuheat"‘
man “rose for prayer;” before the week
was over, other well-known men were °
on their feet seekers for salvatxon
immediately appomted special semces,--
and opened mqux{y meetings; nothmg
wake up y- r“'e& Chnstxans lxké the '
“srght of inquirers going into such meet-
ings. For four - months that glorious .
work of grace went forward; we some-
times: held A8 many as ten servxces of
various kinds during a smgk ‘week. .
The communion ‘Sabbaths, when the
aisles of the church were crowded witlr
-converts: confessing Christ, when Jubi-
lee days were afithems of thanksgiving

is not too strong a word to describe the
emotions df both pastor and people
during these months  of spmtual harg
vestmg.

' Such- happi hours are w1thm the pos-

Looking at hu converts in Theualoniu,

;;oy” -John Bunyan, wrote, “I have

“lordshxps in the places where my spirit-

And the seraphic Samuel Rgtherford

you as two aalfguons to me!” Brother
ministers, be of good cheer, Study God’s

‘house and from heart to heart, rally
your staﬂ-oﬂ'lcero, call for ‘volunteers,
lay, - strrmz hold on God. and there may
~be joys in store for you, “full measure,
pressed down and running over,” that
‘your heam sha!l not be large enoug’h
to hold.

joy in explormg God’s wonderful word,
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Would it not be the part o!
to consult your home deﬂer
you make & purchase ! -
reliable makes af M and are
right here to stand back or
bargain we make. We have estab-
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