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THE C. E. TOPIC—December 6.

What the Heroes of the Faith Teach Us.
- Heb. 11: 1-40.

BY AMOS R. WELLS,

(For the Y. P. Column).

In a striking sermon, Dr. Conwell
“illustrates very cleariy the difference
between faith and hope. His boy came
to him one night and asked for fifty
cents. The boy had hope, but he had
no faith, for he did not know whether
“his father had fifty cents or not. Mr.
Conwell was then poor, and had not
the money, but promised to give it as
soon as his salary was paid. Saturday
night the boy came and said, “Now I
want that fifty cents.” His hope was
changed to faith, for his father had
the money and had given his word.

Faith is the substance, the sureness,
of things that are not seen, events that
have not yet happened. If it is not
reasonable that they -should happen,
still more -if it is impossible, we may
have a hope regarding them, but we
can have no faith. Faith as a mustard-
seed can remove a mountain; but there
can be no faith on the subject, only a
hazy hope, if it is clearly outside of
God’s design that the mountain should
be temoved. Such a prayer, inspired
by hope, but not by faith; was the fre-
quent petition of a former member of
Dr. Conwell’'s church, that the Lord
would make him eighty years old in one
~ day!

Of all the heroes named in the glori-
ous catalogue of Hebrews, eleven were
men of hope, but they. were more, they
were men of faith. Their hope was
built upon a reasonable certainty.
God’s own voice spoke to' some of them,
commanding and promising, and they
had faith because they trusted God.
To others of them God gave manifest
tokens in their lives that he was with
them and that their safety was his care.

The virtue of their faith was not in
themselves, but in their God. An athe-
ist, on his death-bed, was very unhappy
and frightened.  Another atheist said
to him, “Don’t be afraid. Hold on,
man; hold on to the last!” The dy-
ing man said, “ That’s what I want to
do; but tell me what to hold on to!”
These heroes of faith knew whom to
hold on to.

Mr. Moody used to tell how, when
he was a boy, he held up a burning-
glass, even in winter, to the warm rays
of the sun, and 'kmdled a fire thus, even
fn the snow. . “ Faith,” he said, “is the
glass that brings the fire of God
out of heaven.” The strength is not
in the burning glass, but in the sun.

Our Young People

THE RELIGIOUS

To be a man of faith, and to enjoy
the great blessings promised to faith,
only three things are needed: to know
God, to go to him with desires that are
accordant with his will, and to trust
him in all events. The principle is
portrayed in a wise poem by Miss
Havergal, who drew her inspiration
from the experience of Moses, one of
the heroes of faith we are studying
about :

He who hath led will lead
All through the wilderness;

He who hath fed will feed;
He who hath blessed will bless;

"~ He who hath heard the cry

Will never close his ear;

He who hath marked thy faintest sigh
Will not forget thy tear;

He loveth always, faileth never,

So rest on him to-day, forever.
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- QUALITY THE MEASURE OF VALUE.

B LY
(For the Y. P. Column).

There has always been a -proneness
on the human mind to place importance
upon numbers and bulk rather than
upon quality and character. The city
teeming with its millions, the army
with its crowded ranks, the throne with
its flushed treasury, the church with its
full membership roll, the young peo-
ple’s society with all its departments of
work filled and overflowing, the Sun-
day-school with large attendance; these
have been looked upon as positive signs
of success, and so closely have we
sought ‘- for them that the ‘value of
quality has been almost forgotten.

We have said, that if only our church
can increase its membership, what a
revival we would have; and in order
to bring about such a result, we have
reached a condition in which the gospel
is made sweeter and easier than it was
made by the Master himself. We have
looked around us in our young people’s
societies, and, seeing the smallness of
the numbers, have said that no great
work can be done here, numbers are
everything, quality is nothing.

But if we turn aside to learn a true
lesson, we must see that God is every-
where impressing upon us the truth
that the real measure of worth and im-
portance is not to be found in quantity,
but in quality. Take, for instance, the
mineral reali;and here we are taught
that precious ores and gems are valu-
able in proportion to their scarcity.
Gravel and slate are trampled beneath
our feet; diamonds and gold nuggets
cost money. in the vegetable kingdom

it is the rarest plants and flowers which

are the most highly prized. In these
realms quality counts for more than

*quantity. In animal life the same illus-

tration is given to us. Mice multiply
more rapidly than horses; mosquitoes
are much more plentiful than nightin-
gales; but for that reason no one has
a doubt about relative value. And
what is true here is true also among
men.

The importance of a nation is not to
be measured by numbers, else we might
be in doubt as to which was to be given
first place, China or Britain. But no,
there are considerations of much more
importance than numbers. Sée how
the Almighty impressed this truth
when he went forth to redeem his peo-
ple. To whom did he speak when he
would show forth the wonders of sal-
vation? Was it to a great nation?
Was it to the crowd? The masses?
No, to none of these, but to a solitary
man, and from Abraham down to
God’s latest servant quality has: been
made to count for more than quantity.

-of Birmingham, England, perhaps

INTELLIGENCER.

Even in the redemption of the world
this is so.

How beautifully this is shown forth
in the life of our Saviour.
my Father glorified,” he said, “that ye
bear much fruit;” not that ye convert
your class, not that ye double the num-
ber of the apostolic band, but that ye
bring forth in your life the fruits of the
Spirit: “love, joy, peace.” Then as
though to demonstrate that quality is
more important than quantity, we see
the Master preaching a sermon to . one
woman, taking one young man home
with him, calling one man from the
tree branch, talking with one man
through the silent hours of the night.
We say sometimes: “ Where can we get

”»

men.” But the Master says: “ Where
can I get a man?” We say: “How
can we reach the crowd?” But Christ

says: “How can I reach this soul and
make it faithful, make it godly?” To
the mind of Christ quantity bears no
comparison to quality, as a measure of
value,

For all of us there is here an impres-
sive lesson. If quality were only plac-
ed before quantity, what a wonderful
revival would come to our churches
and to all the agencies of their work?
Then Christians would not be content-
ed until in all things they sought God’s
glory. Then every Christian Endeavorer
would become an open channel through
which God’s spirit might flow, until we
were" filled with all the fullness of God.
The kingdom of heaven cries out to-
day, not so much for ihcreased numbers
as for increased Christian lives; not for
men, but for a man; a godly man, a
faithful man, a man filled with the
Holy Spirit. Quality i+ more than
quantity. And if any of us.are sent of
God to a field where the harvest is not
plentiful, we must see that to work that
ground faithfully is of as great worth
in God’s sight as though we were out
in the vast harvest fields. Quality is
more than quantity; and it may be that
within the range of our influence there
is some one who is to do a work, the
result of which will be to shake the
world in righteousness. Therefore that
one soul redeem; that one soul build
up in righteousness; that one soul train
in Christian service. Quality alone is
the true measure of value,
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HE KNEW ONE THING.

The late Rev. Robert W. Dale, D.D.,

the
strongest, sanest and most intellectual

force in the pulpit of the English-speak-

ing world during. the last generation,
told me an incident which illustrates
the point which I wish to make. In
some meetings of the Salvation Army
in Birmingham one of the worst men
in that city was converted. He was a
leader among characters of the baser
sort, a human brute. But the change
in the man was evident to all. He was
a new creature. One day some of his

former associates began to make fun
of him, and such a conversation as the

following ensued:

“You say you are a Christian—who
was the father of Jesus Chnst?”

“I don’t know.” .

“Who was his mother? ”

“1 don’t know.”

“Where did he live?”

“I don’t know.”

“How old was he when he died?”

“I don’t know.”

“How did he die?”

“I don’t know.”

“Well you are a prétty Christian;
you-don’t know who was the father of
{esus, or who was his mother, or where

e lived, or when he died, or how he |

died—what do you krow:” Then the

“Herein is
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3 Who comé . A

B consumptive “Ti
B ily when they be-
gm to cough and
the lungs are pain-
ful. But it is a,
fact beyond dis-
proof that con-
sumption is not
land ‘cannot be in-
herited. The mi-
crobe which breeds
disease must abso-
be received
ual

tion can be devel-

oped.
| Men and women
% who have been af.

nate coughs, bron-
chitis, bleeding .of
the lungs, emaciation and weakness, have
been perfectly and permanently cured
by the use of Dr. Pierce’s Goiden Med-
ical Discove It cures the cough,
heals the lungs, and builds up the body
with solid flesh.

*“When I commenced taking your medicinen,
eighteen months ago, my health was completel
broken down,” writes Mrs. Cora L. Sunderlan
of Chaneyville, Calvert Co., Md. “At times [
could not even walk across the room without

pains in m chest. 7he doctor who atiended me
;und 1 had lung trouble, and that I would never be -
well again. Doctor
Pierce’s medicines, I bou%:xt a bottle of ' Gold+ .
en Medical Discovery,’
menced to feel a mth better, then vou d#
me to take both the ‘Golden Medical D
ery’ and the ‘Favorite Prescription,’ which I
did. Altogether I have taken ci‘{hteen bottles
of ‘Golden Medical Discove welve of the
‘ Favorite Prescription,’ and five vials of ‘' Pel-
lets.’ Iam now almost entirely well, and do all

t last I concluded tc try

my work without any pain whatever, and can - 5%
run with more ease than I could forme rly waiE.® o

Dr. Pierce’s Common Sense Medical
Adviser, in paper covers, is sent fiee on
receipt of 31 one-cent stamps to cover
expense of customs and mailing only. .

dress Dr. R. V. Pierce, Buffalo, N. Y.

ETE GLAS

Anything the matter with
your eyes? Can’t see as
well as you used. [f so,

call at
DRUG:

“ﬂﬂ’s STORE,

and get your eyes tested.
Won’t cost you anything
to find out. No charge
for consultation.

FIRST CLASS LINE OF
SPECTACLES
AND =——=
EYE GLASSES
TO SELECT FROM.

WILEY =

206 Quee_n ‘St., FrEDERICTON, N. B

Cross ?w.

Poor man! He can’t help
oogets bilious. He needa a

%_ liver pill—Ayer’s Pills.
hey act directly on the uvor,

cure biliousness. |

it, and soon comn-




