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ciety, All communications for it should 

be addressed to Mrs. Jos. McLeod, Fredericton. ] 
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Home SECreTARY. — Mrs. H. Hartt, 
Jacksontown, Carleton County. 
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A MISSIONARY PRAYER. 
[Beginning a new year of work, the 

prayer of this hymn may well be offered 
by us all.] 

Great God, thy Spirit now outpour 
‘Upon thy church and children dear, 

‘That they henceforth may love thee 
more 

And hearken when thy voice they hear. 

Wean them, we pray thee from the 
world ; 

Inflame them with new zeal for thee 
And souls, till shall by them unfurled 

Immanuel’s blood-red banner be. 

In every land, in sight of all ; 
Who'’re going down to death and hell, 

Without a Christ on whom to call 
With whom for aye in heaven to dwell. 

Help them by love of Christ, so great, 
So true, so free, to be constrained; 

And may their zeal in naught abate, 
Until the world for Christ is gained. 

Help ithem their algo: thee to give, 
To thee by right belongs their all; 

All else forgot, henceforth to live 
To crown their Jesus Lord of all. 

EY. 
A REMARKABLE CONVERSION. 
Mrs. Heinrich. writes from Ramapa- 

“We had a most remark- 
able conversion here recently. It was an 
old Mala woman, who came from a dis- 
tant village for baptism. When asked 
in church to give her experience, she 
arose, and in a clear ringing voice, and 
‘with .a very remarkable language for an 

old uneducated Hindu woman, gave such 
an experience as I have seldom heard. 
She had long felt the desire for some- 
thing which her Hindu religion could 
not give her and had been groping for 
the light. Then she heard the gospel 

- from one of our seminary students, and 
with very exceeding joy gave herself 
to the Saviour. I asked her the next 
morning what she would-do if the people 
persecuted her for becoming a Chris- 
tian. She gave a happy laugh and said, 

“These old bones; this old skin, they can 
destroy them, but my soul, they cannot 

hurt that.” 

RN IV 
WHY DID YOU DELAY? 

A missionary in India reports that 
recently the Bible women were most 
powerfully impressed by the words of 
an old Mohammedan woman in one of 
the ‘villages which they visited. = After 
giving their message, an old woman, 

held in estimation amongst the villagers 
as very religious, asked, “ How long ago 
is it since Jesus, about whom you speak, 

died for sinful people?” The Bible 
woman explained that this took place 

a very long time ago. “Then why,” 

said the old woman, “has God never 
told me of this? Surely he ought to 

had let me known of this long ago!” 
The\Jible woman remonstrated against 
any one blaming God in this way; where- 
upon . the old woman. replied with 
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vehemence and earnestness, 
have you been all this time, that I have 
never heard of this wonderful news? 

“Where 

Look at me. I am now an old woman. 
All my life I have said the prescribed 
prayers. I have given alms. I have 
gone to saints’ shrines. My body is 
dried up and become as dust from fast- 
ing. And now I am told that all this 
is useless, and that Jesus died to take 
away my sins. Where have you been 
all this time, and what have you been 
doing that I have not heard of this be- 
fore?” The Bible women were con- 
science stricken and have since then been 
much more diligent. 

x x x 

BABY MARRIAGES IN INDIA. 

Under two years we find the number 
of widows in Bengal to be §74; under 
three years, 651; under four years, 1,- 
576; under five years, 3,861. Here we 
have something like a holocaust, a sort 
of burning alive of these little mites of 
humanity, who but for the prevalence of 
a rigid sex monopoly would probably 
live to be true wives and truly happy 
mothers—the mothers of future heroes 
and patriots. What possibilities are lost 
to the race forever under a system which 
has not one word to say for itself. 

It is much to be wished that young 
Bengal had joined hands with old Ben- 
gal in making such “marriages” impos- 
sible. Surely a hundred years of lib- 
eral education ought to suffice for this 
elementary item of national improve- 
ment. 

Terrible, abosding to our Shastras, 
are the effects of a curse pronounced by 
a woman; much more terrible when the 

curse remains unuttered. Who can tell 
how much of India’s misery arises from 
the unuttered sufferings of her daugh- : pout 

- India who had given up all earthly em- ters? —The Voice of India. 

Mission Notes and News 
—Among new missionaries sent to 

the field last year by the English Church 
Missionary Society, are the eldest son 
of the martyr Bishop Hannington, and 
a daughter of David Livingstone, with 
her husband, the Rev. Mr. Wilson. 

—A Hindu author, in a recently pub- 
lished book, says that there are over two 
thousand different castes in so small a 
town as Surat. Surely India needs the 
socializing influence of Christianity, 
which should be only another way of 

saying that it needs its religious influ- 

ence. 

—In the Livingstonia Mission of the 
United Free Church of Scotland, situated 
in Central Africa, are 232 ‘schools, 448 

Christian teachers, and 16,082 pupils. 

There are 29 missionaries and 138 sta- 

tions in connection with the evangelistic 

work. 

—Rev. J. 

  

  

  

Anderson Brown, mission- 

“ary in India, believes that the old re- 

ligions of India have lost their hold on 

the educated classes, and that the re- 

ligion that will take the place of Hindu- 

ism will neither be Islam, nor a purified 

and enlightened Brahminism, but Chris- 

tianity. 

—Rev. W. I. Chamberlain, of India, 

writing to a native Christian community 

of India, says: “Its influence is great. 

It is bound to continue and increase. 

It has its ideals, and these are of life 

and conguct. They are based on the 

teaching wot Christ and will conquer 
India,” 

   
~The ast report as to the number 

of [Petestant Christian communicants 
in China give 112,808, in a population of 

426,447,325, "which includes Manchuria, 
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BETTER THAN GOLD. 
We have been appointed sole 
agent for the Celebrated 

H. & A. SAUNDERS’ 

Rolled Plated Chains and Lockets 
Every Chain has its guarantee stamped 
on a link either 5, 10, 15 or 25 years. 

We have on exhibition a large assortment of the different patterns of the 

Gents’ Vest and Dickens’ Chalns, 

Ladies’ Lorgnette Chains and Necklets. 

Also a beautiful line of GENTS’ AND LADIES’ PLAIN SET Lookers. 
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Mongolia, Tibet, Turkestan. Reckon- 
ing only the eighteen provinces of China 
proper, the census gives a population of 

407,737,305. 
—The Bible, translated into the lan- 

guage of Tibet, is now being carried 
even into that forbidden land, in ad- 
vance of foreign commerce and travel. 
The Russian government, which hither- - 
to intolerant of missionaries, gives the 
Bible itself free course among the people. 
It is admitted free of duty, and has 
often been transported free of charge. 

—The English Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety has appealed to the Christian En- 
deavor and other young people’s societies 
connected with the Baptist churches, to 
raise the funds for a new steamer for 
the Congo. The new vessel is to be 
called Endeavor. The two steamers 
hitherto in service need to be replaced. 
The new steamer will cost $25,000 and 
freightage, and re-construction will add 
another $10,000, 

—There are about 5,500,000 men in 

ployment, who live apart as ascetics, and 
spend their time in roaming around the 
country as religious medicants. They 
are the most pestilential in their morals 
of all the people in the land. Many of 
them, at the same time, both regard them- 
selves and are regarded by their co- 
religionists as the acme of piety. Never- 
theless they daily trample under foot 
every command of the decalogue. 

—The Foreign Christian Mssiionary 
Society, which represents the Disciples 
of Christ, has sent a band of three mis- 
sionaries into the exclusive land of 
Thibet. They are the Rev. Dr, A. L. 
Shelton and wife of Kansas, and Dr. 
S. C. Rijnhart of Canada. Some years 
ago Dr. Rijnhart and her husband ex- 
plored a part of Thibet, and the hus- 
band lost his life in the undertaking. 
The society named has just closed its 

twenty-eighth year with receipts above 

$200,000 and contributions from more 

churches, Sunday-schools and individuals 

than ever before. It has recently sent 

additional workers to Japan, China, and 

the Philippines, and has a number of 

men in preparation to go out next year. 

Mission News of Japan believes that 
Christianity has accomplished much 

more in Japan than the statistics indi- 

cate. “The Christian population, that 

is the section of the population which is 
measurably controlled by Christian sen- 

timent, and which is in close and sym- 

pathetic relations with the various 

branches of the Christian church, can- 

not fail to be estimated lower than 300,- 

000. Indeed, if one were to classify the 

population of Japan according to religion, 

giving the same latitude of meaning to 

the term Christian, which must needs 

be given to the terms Shinto, Buddhist 

and Confucianist, the figures for the 

Christian population might properly be 

placed at 500,000—that is, a little over 

one per cent of the total population.” 

WiLL BE PLEASED TO SHOW YOU THESE GOODS. 

JAMES D. FOWLER, Jeweler and Optician, FREDERICTON, N. B. 
(Opposite PosT OFFICE.) 
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New Business Written, ..$ 6,082,336.08 
Increase over 1901, .. +. 1,088035.00 

PE i. i PR 

Increase over I90I, .. .. 177,249.00 

Assets as at Dec. 31, 1902, 4,406,329.00 

Increase over 1901, .. .. - 633,852.00 

Insurance in Force, .. .. 30,152,833.60 

Increase over 19o1, .. .. 3,013,95200 
  

Interest income alone exceeded 
Death Claims by nearly $26,000.00. 

The - 
E. R. MACHUM co., 

Limited, 

St. John, N. ° 

Sadia for Maritime Provinces 

AGENTS WANTED. : \ ad 

LIPPINCOTT'S 
MONTHLY MAGAZINE 

A FAMILY LIBRARY 

| The Best In Current Literature | 
12 CompriLeTE NOVELS YEARLY 

MANY SHORT STORIES AND 
PAPERS ON TIMELY TOPICS 
$2.50 PER YEAR; 285 CTs. A COPY 
NO CONTINUED STORIES 

EVERY NUMBER COMPLETE IN ITSELF 

Cowan’s 
PERFECTION 

Cocoa 
FOOD FOR ALL ACES. GET IT FROM ANY GROCER. 
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—At the beginning of the nineteenth 
century Protestantism had fifty mission- 
aries in the field, and paid to the cause 
$50,000. To-day there are 13,607 mis- Ls 
sionaries, and the annual contribution | 
of $20,000,000.   
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