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HOW ONE MAN FOUND JESUS. 

BY ‘REV. J. E. GOSLINE. 

Human experiences will ever be 

full of interest to men. It matters 

little whether it is the rescue of men 

from a sinking vessel, a burning 

mine, a railway accident, or whether 

the rescue refers to the mind or spir- 

it of man. Personal experiences will 
always interest. 

This story which is now about to 

be told is very old. ‘It occurred 

hundreds of years ago. The story 

is true. A true story never grows 

old. The person of whom this is 

related is an old man. We have no 

portrait of him; but imagination can 

paint a picture. He is not at so ad- 

vanced an age as to be decrepit or 

to have retired from business; his 

eyes are not dim nor are his faculties 

losing their natural vitality. But care 

and business have written marks of 

years upon him; his hair is gray. 

Through many years of govern- 

ment employment he has grown rich. 

He is the chief, or head officer in the 

customs department of the Roman 

Government at Jericho, an important 

office of entry in Palestine. 

He is one of those sharp, shrewd 

men, willing to make patriotism and 

religion secondary that he might get 

a good position. By ‘birth and educa- 

tion he is a Jew, but he is in Roman 

employ. This has brought him re- 

proach and many jeers, till with his 

love of gain he ‘has been much hard- 

ened. . I think from this fact and from 

what will’ appear later on he cared 

little for the opinions of men gen- 

erally. 

One day—a dull business Praise 

Zacchaeus is sitting in his office when 

suddenly his mind went on what 

might be called an excursion. Some 

thing started a train of thought and 

almost before the owner is aware, 

he is thinking of a new teacher who 

has of late been attracting consider-" 

able attention. He had heard of 

Jesus before this, but till this time, 

thought little of him. Now the sub- 

ject will not be dismissed. He turns 

to his work only to find the mind en- 

gaged in the Great Teacher. 

“The only way to get rid of this 

matter is to go and see Him,” thought 

Zacchaeus. His work is laid aside. 

Instructions are given to his clerks, 

and Zacchaeus passes out into the 

street with a distinct purpose to find 

Jesus. 

Zacchaeus is a man of business 

and there is no chance in his method. 
His curiosity and interest in the New 
Teacher has kept him somewhat 

posted. He now recalls the fact that 

He is coming to Jericho on his way 

. to Jerusalem. It is only a few steps 

from the customs’ office to a splen- 

~ did location ‘on the main thorough- 

fare. Thither goes our official. He 

" has time at his disposal, He recalls 

how this same Jesus has received one 

tax collector and made him one of 

; his private company. Will Jesus re- 

; ceive him? Then he thinks of hi 

  

many. bad officials, in contrast with 
the teachings and the reported char- 

acter of Jesus. Zacchaeus questioned 
his work and life. He was not ig- 
norant of the many chances to oppress 
men. Many had been oppressed. 
Much injustice had been done. But 
Zacchaeus, while in a business held 
in disrepute, and compelled to share 

the stigma attached to its officers, 

had not permitted himself to indulge 
in the roguing of the trade. He be- 
came rich by shrewdness, not by 
fraud. He was a sharp collector. 
Doubtless there were wrongs, but 
these he made right according to 
Jewish law. 

riches would spon have melted away 
under four-fold restoration. More- 

over he was generous to the needy. 
‘He remembered them generously. 

Amid his meditations on raising his 
eyes a multitude in the distance is 
seen approaching. Zacchaeus is now 
sorely perplexed. Perhaps he had 

thought Jesus would be pretty nearly 
alone, or at most, accompanied by 

only his immediate followers. But 
instead there are hundreds, if not 
thousands, and in that press all his 

efforts to see Jesus would be vain. 
He is small of stature. But he is 

“there for a purpose, and he is not to 
be defeated. He can run and mh 
These he did. Beside the road is 
wide spreading mulberry fig tree. It 
is easy of access. Interest and pur- 
pose will make a way for itself. Zac- 
chaeus could stand the sneers of his 

fellows as he started in business, so 
now he does not allow the conven- 
tionalities of society to hinder his 
purpose. It might not be dignified 
to run or climb. Dignity was not 
now the object, it was a sight of 
Jesus the great wonder worker. 

~~ Hardly has he got seated when the 
first of the throng is upon him. He 
is eagerly looking down, when he 
meets the gaze of one who is eagerly. 
looking up. Somehow I think Jesus 
was always looking as he travelled. 

His eager desire to help found an op- 

portunity in him who was #ncon- 
sciously putting himself in the way 
of help. Their eyes met and they 
both found what they wanted. Zac- 
chaeus found a Saviour. Jesus found 
a sinner who was willing to be trans- 
formed into a saint. 

. Now one whose interest has led 
him to do so much will willingly do 
more. He needed not a second order 
to descend. He soon has swung off 
the branches to the ground. While 
Zaccheaus’ heart is fairly bursting 
with honorable pride because of the 
undeserved honor of entertaining 

Jesus, a thrill goes over the company 
and Jesus is reproached for choosing 
the home of a sinner instead of the 
hospitality of the priests, Little did 
the company know the change that 
Zacc s passed through, some- 
where between the time when he as- 
cended and the time when he des- 
cended the sycomore tree. 

~ The home so near is soon reached. 
Before any meal is served Zacchaeus 
has a message for the Master, He 

  

His offences in this re-- 
spect must have been few, or his - 

INTELLIGENCER. 

must speak to him. Though Jesus 

knows all, yet till his own lips have 
made the confession Zacchaeus will 

not rest. He hides nothing, he pal- 

liates nothing, he confesses all his 
wrongs and enunciates his new pur- 
pose. Zacchaeus’ curiosity grew to 
interest. His interest has been ans- 

wered by fact; Jesus is his guest. 

What a strange, what a pleasing, 
what a profitable experience the old 
man had that day. He went out of 
his office hoping to see the stranger. 
He entertained him in his home. 
Thus the tax collector found Jesus. 
How easy. How simple. How won- 
drous. How blessed. He put him- 
self in the way, he overcame all the 

obstacles, he made humble confession, 

and full restitutions for wrongs done. 
He opened his heart and his home. 
To all of these Jesus fully responded, 

and fulfilled this scripture: In the 
day thou seekest Me with all thine 

heart I will be found of thee! 
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THE WAY TO BE WELL. 

The Blood must be Kept Rich and Pure 
and the Nerves Strong. 

  

Good health is the most precious treas- 
ure any man or woman can have. But 
good health can only be had by keeping 
the blood rich and pure, and the nerves 
strong. If the blood is allowed to be- 
come weak and watery, the whole sys- 
tem is weakened and falls an easy prey 
to disease. There is no medicine can 
equal Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills in 
keeping the blood rich and pure, and 
the gerves vigorous and strong. Every 
dose helps to create new blood, and by 
"a fair use of the pills, pale, sickly peo- 
ple are made bright, active and strong. 
Here is a proof: Mr. Robert Lee, New 
Westminster, ‘B. C., says: “Before I 
began using Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills, 
my blood was in a very impure state, 
and as a result pimples that were very 
itchy, broke out all over my body. My 
appetite was fickle, and I was easily 
tired. My wife urged me to try Dr. 
Williams’ Pink Pills, and I got half a 
dozen boxes. By the time I had used 
them 1 was completely restored to 
health, my skin was smooth and clear, 
and my appetite good.” 

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills do not purge 
—they simply make pure, rich blood. 
That is why they cure such troubles as 
indigestion, neuralgia, rheumatism, an- 
@mia, partial paralysis, St. Vitus’ dance, 
scrofula, erysipelas, and the ailments so 
common to women, young and old. 
Sold by all dealers or sent post-paid 
at 50 cents a box, or six boxes for $2.50, 
by writing the Dr. Williams’ Medicine 
Co., Brockville, Ont, 

xxx 
—Just a few weeks ago, in an Italian 

village, near. Lake Maggiori, the Com- 
munion was administered by a Protest- 
ant evangelist to twenty-six persons, 
the place of worship ‘being the evange- 
list’s own house. It is said that nearly 
the entire village has become Protest- 
ant. 
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