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THE APPROACHING CHURCHES. 

"When ‘Methodist union was first 

actively advocated in Canada the 

proposal met with so little favor that 

discussion of the subject was not ad- 

mitted to the organs of the existing 

bodies, and its advocates were re- 

duced to issuing a weekly newspaper 
to deal with this subject alone. After 
six months this publication, the 
Methodist Union, was able to retire 

triumphantly from the field with the 

words: “Now that the highest court 

of each of the Methodist churches 

concerned has pronounced in favor 
of union and done its share for the 
present towards bringing it about, it 
will no longer be embarrissing for 
the several organs to open their col- 
umns for the free discussion of the 
subject.” The last terror expressed 
on the negative side of the question 
—for both sides were heard in this 
paper~was that union would be fol- 
lowed by disaster, as there would be 

“many who would refuse to become 

parties to ‘the union, and the last 

state would be worse than the first. 

We do not, however, remember hear- 
ing of any schism at all resulting. 
There were, of course, individual de- 
partures, just as there are liable to 
be after any church episode, but not 
so much as a group ‘anywhere. Al- 
most all the members of all the 
churches became as loyal to the uni- 
ted church as they had been to their 
separate - bodies, and loved ‘union at 
‘least as much as they had before lov- 
ed their distinctions. We do not 
suppose that there is today any sim- 
ilar fear of discussing the question 
of a ‘larger union, pro and con. It 
would certainly fi08 be - unnatural if 
there: should be -4@inorities in both 
churches so conscientiously opposed 
to union that they would refuse to 
have part in it. Such conscientious 
‘minorities have to be tenderly con- 
sidered, and, while they are impor- 

tant, conceded to. But there is neces- 
sarily a point beyond which their 
scruples cannot be allowed to rule. 
—Montreal Witness. 
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- An eastern city church has been 
going through the ordeal of seeking 
a pastor. If it still insists upon the 
requirements, as advertised, it has 
not found a suitable man yet, nor 
will it do so. Some of the specifi- 
cations will be of interest “to our 
ministerial readers. “He must be a 
man who thoroughly understands 
Jesus Christ and can interpret Him 
infallibly.” We would respectfully 
inform the church in question that 
the Pope is not a candidate for a pul- 
pit at present and there is small in- 
dication that he will be. Besides 
this, we have just a little curiosity 

as to how the pulpit committee con- 
go is going to decide as to wheth- 

prospective pastor is infal- 
lible. in his interpretations or not. 

Again, the "successful candidate 
“must have a vision of the conditions 
‘of today and be able to apply to them 
the teachings of the Master.” The 
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THE RELIGIOUS 
times, ministers and laymen, is that 

they have “visions” instead of sober 
judgment and practical common 

sense. However, the gentleman 

sought may be gifted with accurate 
vision of present day life, yet we will 
go a long way to see him if he can 
“apply to them the tetachings of the 

Master.” True indeed, the great lack 
in our day is for just this very thing, 
the application of Christ's teachings 
to life. This is “a consummation 
devoutly to be wished,” but if a man 
exists who can step forth and in- 
duce modern life to let him apply 

these divine teachings, we 
like some one to inform him that his 
modesty is holding back the Millen- 
nium; and the world is not in a moo 

to tolerate that sort of thing, as any- 
body ¢an see by the papers. 

But these are not all the condi- 
tions laid down by this considerate 
church. Oh, no! “He must be, if not 
an orator, at least a forcible, a con-. 

vincing and by all means an extem- 
poraneous speaker.” Further, “He 

must have good judgment, great tact, 
a patience that endureth all things; 

he must be an active worker, one oi 

those men who never let the grass 
grow under their feet.” In our judg- 
ment the accepted candidate would 
need “a patience that endureth ail 
things,” as well as great—infinitely 
great—tact to finish his first year - 

with such a people. As to the last 
named condition, if any man we ever 
saw attempts to meet these demands 
fully, there will be no possible dan- 
ger of the grass growing under his 
feet, for it will soon be growing ober 
his head. 
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We learn that $1,500 a year is the 
inducement held out to attract such 
a clerical wonder. 

such a thing as a ministerial museum 
he could make more by an exhibition 

~ of his powers. there, rather than in 

this pulpit. To many an over-work- 

mands upon a ‘clergyman, it is a bare 
living. If any great business firm 
were looking for a man, who couid 
approach a realization of correspond- 
ing demands upon his ability, i it would 

nor about the a man who is doing the col- 
lecting. 
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INTELLIGENCER. 

Totes and Gleanings 
  

¢ There ase nine.million children in. 
the United States who attend no Sun- 

day-school or other place of worship. 

Part of these are in your community. 

What are you ‘doing for them? 
At the end of 1901 the number of 

sailing vessels flying the British flag 

was 7,227; of steamers there were 

8,147. 

Two hundred and fifty notice 

boards are to be erected in the stréets 

“of Edinburgh requesting citizens not 

to spit on the pavement. 
Works Both Ways—Wells: Did 

Christian Science cure you of rheu- 
matism ?” 

Syckley: “No; but rheumatism 
cured me of Christian Science.” 

Cocoanut-trees grow in profusion 
on the Philippine Islands. Despite 
the fact that the crop is periodically 
effected by heavy typhoons, the trade 
has increased immensely in the last 
twelve years. There are, by careful 
computation, about 300,000,000 coco- 
anut palms in the world in full bear- 
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An effort is being made to estab- 

lish a second morning newspaper in 
Edinburgh, which, in spite of a popu- 
lation of nearly 300,000, has never 
been able to sustain more than one. 
The reason assigned is the canniness 
of the Scots, who decline to adver- 
tise in more than one paper. 
The principal household fuel of 

‘Berlin and other German cities is a 
‘briquette made of brown coal, peat, 
and anthracite dust. It is clean to 

touch, kindles readily, is cheaper 
than good coal, and free from smoke. 

"There are in Germany 286 factories 
where these brown coal briquettes 
are made. 
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TAKE A MOTHER'S WORD. 
Thousands of mothers in all parts of 

Canada have written to say that Baby's 
Own Tablets are the best medicine they 
have ever used for the cure of the little 
ills that afflict all children. It is im- 
possible to publish all these letters, for | 
they would more than fill a newspaper, 

Que,—“I consider it my duty to re- 
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enlarged and we are mow showing as 
some wonderful bargains URRENESL 

Sauce Pans ~~ 
Muffin Pans 

Mixing Spoons 
Egg Whips oo 

Door Fasteners 
Potato Mashe; 

  

wr : i 3 

Door Bur 

and dozens of other articles ab 

20 and 25 cents. All ie 

to come in and look over our Ba ail 
Counters. You can all de 
what you want. : 
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