The Real Joy of the Christmas Season.
~"BY ROBERT E. SPEER.

. Is not the real joy of the Christmas
season found in its spirit of unselfish-

to ‘teceive, will stand in thfills of de-

e or ‘parents take up the presents which
| ‘_: : ' he had given, and the giving of which
Ay 4 has filled his llttle soul with gladness.
> - It is giving ‘te others that makes the
B o ik beauty of the day. It is giving to others
‘ B thaf makes the beauty of all. days. It
“° “is the glory of God's own character.
He so loved the world that. he’ gave ‘his
onbv begotten Son, And ‘we “are most
lnﬂgd up into his likeness when we dis-
~~ _  plag his character of generosxt;y and free-
i f , edness.» e s
v | .&nd ought not thls spmt to g0 out

AT B friends., _alone, - but . especxally to him
a. .. from “whom we tearned the beauty “of

ml giving? Chrrstmas is the ~ only
*i hollday of the year that bears his name.
s _All tife other joys of the day have never,
T *‘sufficed: to destroy our remembrance of
% hs conﬁectlon with it.

\evenmg, “his... Smﬁt '#8.-in- the day
% Sure ly we oughf to make some such

R

~ones.

Chrnstrans _that on' Christmas day a'gift
be made to Chrxst as well as to our

among ourselves, and more bpuntt,fully
o oostill from him. It seems the most natu

ral and éhe most Chrrstm tlnng it the

world that we should give to him. -
P But how may ‘we, g:ve to him? -

hrepared for you - frmn the foundatron
, of the -world; "for I 'was an hnngered,
and ye. gave me meat; I was thrrsty,
a and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger,
. and' ye took me in; I was sick, and ye
% % vxsrted me; I"was in_ prtson, and - ye
-~ came unto me. TR

R Then shall the rrghteous answer him,
© ' saying, Lord, when saw we thee an

‘gave thee drink? And when saw we thee

~and clothed thee? ‘and when saw we thee
sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?

‘ brethren, even the least ye dnd 1t unto
R e,

il Then shall he say unto them on 1 the
le!t hand, Depart from me, ye cursed,
R '7' into eternal fire_which is prépared for.
ﬁc lk\nl and “his angels; for T was an
| andye gave menomeat I
y, and ye gave me no dnnk

‘md in prl'son, and ‘ye vssieed me*ﬁnt

¥ *";;,’;Lf “Then shall the'y also mwer, saymg,
7 Yord, whpg_saw we thee an hungered,
" or a stranger, or naked, or

A

: ness? Even the child who looks for-
ward to it with joy for what he expects

L\ et Ck'nstmas not to our own famxly and"

“This year it is proposed by many dif-
ferent organiutaons to suggest to all'

light with' clasped hands trembling with
pleasure, as he watches other children

THE RELIGIOUS

ye did it not unto one of these least, ye
did it not unto me. And these shall go
away into eternal punishment; but the
righteous into life eternal.”

~ Many will remember these words and
their lessons, and will act in the spirit
~of them toward those about them near
at hand. May such rémembrances of
them be multiplied. But beside those
near, there are those far., “The very
‘thought of Christmas is a reminder of
‘the infinite distance from which the
‘Saviour came on his errand of mission-
ary service and missionary love. And
no day could be more appropriate - for
some evidence of our love and appre-
ciation of his coming, expressed in a

. gift to him, for the extension to distant

people of the blessings which he and his
truth ‘have brought to .us.
The whole - unreached world is as

_~ though it were before Christ. It i is with

- China to-day as it was with Galatia' be- -

: fore the Saviour came.

And yet it ‘s

.now 1903 A, D. The Christmas season
" which reminds us of our obligation to

Christ, reminds us. also of the long de-

; layed payment of our debts. to the world,

= b From the carols’ :
‘7 v ,. of thevmornmg‘ to the fast prayers ot'

rml ‘definite recognition of him as’ we ::;'
e ke of our 1hterests~ in our other loved

other friends. We give and ‘we receive

~

‘_‘I'hc \Vqld mhaM'

wlueh is still as fhough Chr.tst had never
come. |

It would seem almost iust to sai that
the sincerity of our apprecnatwn of
Chrrstlamty and its meamng ‘to md,

t farrly be tESted by our readmess '

on Christmas day to think of the people

~to whom ft is unlmown, and %o whese busmess

need apd lovelessness our love should
‘most_eagerly turn as we think of the

~birth of the Savxour of the whole world,c

‘whose hope was to bring peace and good
will to all mankind." S
This was the thought wthh good
Father Tabb- put into his Christian verse.
(for. a little child, the thought of our Jo;-
ful duty to-day to desire anew and
strive_to attain the dehverance oft the

wbole world in the lovmg spmt of

on’ his right hand. lﬂhﬁﬁf the Mom‘ ”A httle boy of heavenly b‘

-~ But far from home- to-da p

INTELLIGENCER.

Dr. Pierson put the whole matter
straight home to the conscience in the
article we have quoted. After showing
that in less than a single generation
every living soul might be evangelized,
and that after all these centuries the
number of even nominal Christians is
so small, he says: “What overwhelm-
ing proof is there that the bulk of pro-
fessing Christians practically do no
work whatever in_ discipling others!
They seem to think that all they are to

do is to secure .their own salvation. The {

whole question of service in saving
others is forgotten.”

That comes straight. home, as we have
It comes /

said, to every conscience,
home to yours, who now read these
lines. If every one who reads them
would but win one soul for Christ this

~year, and those in turn won each of

them another next ‘year, and so om, in
far less than a generation every man
on this planet would have been saved.
Reader, set the glorious work in motion
so far as you are concerned Win a

.soul, and set him at work for another.
“ He that is wise wmneth souls.”

Have
part m Christ’s vxctory Make it speed-
der by your lovmg service.— C }msttan
Guardlan
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_ RELIGION AND BUSINESS. '

“Do not mrx your rehglon and your
is ‘a prece of advice that we
sometimes hear, and it is Ihought to be
both pertinent and smart. We doubt
very much its wrsdom and sounth\ess.
If tﬁe rehgxon is of the right sort, and
“the business is df the right sort,

ought ‘to be mixed to a saturated solu-
tion. Thq were made to go together,
agd both of them are made worse by
separatnon - Qur Lord * satd to hxs
arstomshed mother -ih the temple when

“he was twelve years old : “Know ye not [

“ that T must be about my Father’s busi-
ness? ” or (if we wish to adhe‘re closely

Cdlhes down to ﬁnd his bzll *’the earth ,to the original) : “Did you not. know.

Whlch sm has cast away. oA

urt

O commdes let ns one and all,
- Join in tm get him back hxs ball &
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Someycu[ago the Rev Dr: A.'l‘

hungered, and fed thee, or athirst, and pm well known as m oF the m'cit- :

est lxvmg authorities on the subj ect of

-a stnnger and tool( thee in? or naked - missionary ‘work, miade this - ‘statement :

“Let prOSé there wére on ‘earth to-

day but ‘one true disciple, and that, dur-
_ “And the King shall answer. and say “ing fhis year; he leads to the cross ‘one
' unto them, Verily 1 say unto you, Inas-;.

~much as ye did it unto one of these, ny _ - second year, each wlnnmg one new soul,

mom.andthenthesetw 80 forth a

and these four durmg a third year ‘thus

double their number ; how long on this™

principle of ™. geometrncal progressnon“
would it take to gather a multitude of
_converts, equal to the present populatnon‘

. of, our globe? Only thirty years.” The

world contams some millions more than .
when Dir, Prerson wrote that sentence

v f wasta stranger, and"ye took me ot But any one who will take the time to-
4 wug. w’ and ye.clothed qe,not" Slclc, put pengil to paper, and make the simple

calculatron necessary, will .ﬁgl that - in
“ very little. more than- tlurty years every
one of the ﬁftoen hundred ‘millions of
our world’s’ population nught be brought

f“ &’ or ,9 prison, and. did not mifister to the Saviour on that perfectly féasible
W tbee! _Then shall he answer them,

‘and individually imperative proposition,
: that each converted soul  shall dllClple

”%’1 g,y m‘m yon, masmueh as . one- other so'ul every year.”,_
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: religion of oufbmmess. Sy

ance and the divine benediction.

that it was necessary for me to be in’
the ‘affairs of my Father? 5
e very safe position for all of us. Tt

- That is

malrés.a business of our religion and a

We wilt qll agree that cant religious

phrases, :the conventional tone of the
prayer-meeting talk, are out of -place
in the ordinary transactxons of bnsmess,'t
-+at the market, and in the store:
~they are really out of place anywhete.

Our prayer-meetmg would be better if
the talks’ and prayers were more natural

and sunple. Our sermons would be bet-‘

ter if they were delivered in the lan-
guage of every-day life, dignified, y&t | un-

aﬁected We would, not suggest- that

busmess affair should be accom-
pan:ed by -audible prayer; but every
earnest-hearted Christian-man must find
it easy and inevitable to begin and carry
forward and complete his business ven-
tufes with silent p(ayer for divine guid-
"He
makes his rehgnon his busmess, and he
cannot do otherwue than saturate and

“sanctify his business thh his rehgton
‘-—le Watchmms y e g

'TEAPOT STANDS,
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TABI.E GROBKERY

"In order to make room f’othes' |

on a lot of pretty Royal Bonn ware,

-

CUPS and SAUCERS, 36 cts. } doz
PLATES, - - - 36ets ;dez.f
BERRY SETS,- 19 otinget.
BERRY SAUCERS, 13 ts.}doz.
CAKE PLATES, - 9ots.each.
HLD. CAKE PLATES, 14 ots. each.

7 ets. eaeh..,

SALAD BOWLS, - 7 ots. oaeh.
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Would it not be the part of wis
to consult your home dealer ’
you make a purchase ! We aellonly :
relmble makes af pianos and m R 4
right hore to Dhad back or every .

bargsiu lu mgke. We hn-vo ghh— 3 ‘
~lished a'reputation and purp Sk 8

‘maintain it~ Special mdnomn‘ﬂ %b
punolmyero formd;x; i Lo
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