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-~ For the past has its lessons:

fragrance of flowers,
. who knows what its closed hand holds
- for us? ‘It is all shrouded in mystery;

8 " but what of that?
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.. THE OLD YEAR,

BY CLARENCE URHY
Whaclsie the old year?- *Tis a book

" On Vlhtth we backward sadly look,
" Not_willing quite to' see it close,

For leaves of violet and rose

‘,thhm its heart are thickly strewn,

: Markmg"‘l-ﬂvé’s dawn anid golden noon;
‘And turned down pages, noting days
‘Dimly recalled through Memory's haze;
And tear-stained pages, too, that tell
Df surless nights afid mournfull knell

v 0{ bells tolling through trouble’s air
- TheDe Profundis of despair— :

The laugh, the tear, the shine, the shade,
All ’twixt the covers gently laid;

No uncut leaves, no page unscanned;
Close it and lay it in God’s hand.
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ﬂAIL AND FAREWEI.I..

To the New Year, Hail. To the Old :
Year, Farewell, - What eager expecta-
tion in the New; what fulfillment in the
Old. Once the Old was New, and
speedily the New will become Old.

Life is a looking forward to the New,
a using of the Present, and a looking
backward to the Old. The apostle’s
word about forgetting the things that
‘are behind and reaching out after the

- . things that are before is not the whole

theory of life. We naturally reach out
into the future, but we quite as naturally
remember and hold fast to the" past.
hard,
bitter, heélpful; and its memoriés: ten-
‘der, sad, precious. If there were dis-
appointments, there were also joys; if
there were sorrows, there were also
happinesses; if there were failures,.there
were also achievements; if there were
cloud and fog and storm, there were
also rain and sunshine and the sweet
The future—

and yet we reach for it without hesita-
tion, and with that eagerness of, antici-
pation which suggests fhe possessi

£ ~of secret knowledge that is keener than

instinet. It may have disaster for us,
We will go forward
‘bravely and face whatever calamity may
confront us. And if there shall be sick-
‘ness, sorrow, sighing, and sore trial and

‘vexation of spirit; and though the bur-

"dens to come shall weigh us to the
- _ground, and the sun be darkened, and

the heavens be black and no stars shine
in our firmament,—yet the mysterious

i spell of the future is upon us, and we

Eov
b % While they may pray, “So teach.

~shall go forward to wrest from its

grasp its varied
secrefs, . ‘
The Psalmist was impressed with the

and closely  guarded

| brevnty and vanity of this life, and cried

-

out, “Lord, make me to know mine
gnd, and the measure of my days, what
it is; that I may know how- frail I am.
Behold, Thou hast made my days as a

5 zbandbreadth, and mine age is as nothing
& "‘;’"5’: ,:,,befpre Thee: verily every man at his

. state is altogether vanity,”  But

spite of that men naturally cling to

. us to number our days, that we may ap-

f)ly our hnrts unto wisdom,” yet they

ally deme that the number of their -

" Father of Lights,

sent mercie:, and cnmutly mvokmg the

THE RELIGIOUS

" toward the better country, the golden
Jerusalem, sang:

“ Brief life is here our pomon :
Brief sorrow, short-lived care;

The life that knows no ending, -
" The tearless life, is there.”

To some who read these words it,’may
be that during the New Year the walls
of that city, whose builder and maker

_is God, shall beconte clearly defined,

and shall stand out of the .dim visions
of the past”with startlmg yet transport-

.ifig reality, and the gates thereof shall -
~ silently move backward to' receive an-

+-other pilgrim. . To others the New Year -

may decree. continuance in the severe
grind of life, with scant measure of joy,
but with large measure of heaviness.
To some it may be a year of full and

- glad success—the crowning of long-con-

tinued exertion with “the laurel of
tnumph But for all it will surely bring
some deep and significant- message of
life, which, Bbeing received from the
with whom is no
'variableness, and being used for his
glory, shall bring contentment to. the
heart, illumination to the mind, and
quickening to the spirit. ,

As we take leave of the Old Year,
let it be with gratitude that we have
had it, and with regret that we have
not used it to better purpose. As we
face. the New Year, let it be with a
prayer for courage, and for patience,
and for wisdom; so that we may brave-
ly meet its manifold events and experi-
ences, uncomplainingly endure its vexa-

o

tions and disappointments, and wisely

discharge its multitudinous obligations.
Doing this, we shall say Farewell to
the New Year when it has become the
Old Year with fewer regrets than we

do this Old Year which a twelvemonth

ago we hailed as New.—Chris.” Advo-
cate.
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The Christian home sustains_-a vital
relation to the morals, the peace, and
the prosperity of the nation. - Hence,
if this home suffers or degenerates in-
tellectually or morally, the nation lapses
toward despotism and barbarism; but
if this home thrives-and retains its moral
integrity, the nation\can but advance in
all that is essential to the peace and
prosperity of its citizens.

family worship, as maintained by the
Christian fathers and mothers of three-
quarters -of a century ago, was one of
the strongest, if not the very strongest

of the supporters and. defenders of the

Christian- home, Think of the bemgn
influence exerted upon both the parents
and the children by that staid, devout
Christian custom. Morning and even-
ing, led by father and mother, the child-
ren were called together and sat quietly,
devoutly, while their father read a les-
son-from the Bible, and then all joined
in singing an appropriate hymn, after
which all kneeled down, and the father
(and sometimes the mother), would
lead in a devout, pathetic, heart-touch-
ing, soul-moving prayer to God—grate-
fully recouutnng past blessings and pre-

INTELLIGENCER.

God, the moral health and prosperity of
the nation, and the salvation of precious
souls. And should not a custom, so
effective of the best possible results to
humanity, be reverently, ardently ad-

hered to and highly prized by all pro- .

fessed Christians? Can such a custom
outlive its usefulness, or with safety be
perm:tted to fall into desuetude? Most
certainly not. ;

But brethren, sisters, is it not a fact
~ that in the majonty of homes of tie
‘members of the various Christian de-
nominations, .the family altar is al-
‘ready and has been for years broken
down? ' ‘Look around, make inquiry,
‘and aacettam the facts in the case.
" Pastors, ‘speak to the" fathers and mo-
thers in your membership and find out
what the cond:txon is. You can, and
you ought to do it.” The spiritnal wel-

fare of your people, and the moral train-
~ing and the salvation of the children in -

+ their homes are at stake; and diligence,
and kindly admonition on your  part

right at this point may convert or turn

‘many an indifferent ehurch-member
from the error of his ways, save many
a soul from death, and hide a multt-
tude of sins, » e

It is our candid gmmon that a genu- -

ine revival throughout the churches in
the way of setting up the family altars
in -all the. houmes of all our church

members, and a loyal return  to the

grand old custom of dcvouﬂy ob

family worsh(p ‘each and - every' day,' Bat

would be, in effect, in rwhty, and in
wholesome results, the greatest, the best, -
and the most important revival ‘that it -
is possibleé for the dhurch to secure. It
would'be a Pentecost-that would endue

the membershxp ‘with such pouier from T

‘on high as would_ send them forth
among  their neighbors flaming lights
and
Their testimonies to the power and the *
joy of salvation weuld be: so vivid, real,

and melting, that the careless and indif- ’

ferent would be aroused, con{vmced con-
victed, and would cry out, “Men and

brethren, what must we do to be
saved? ” : &
The rehg:ou that malnes parems

strong in their relm&us home hfe 18

: prtzed_ virtue of humility, w

- the matter of larger of smal!er. We"
:respmsﬂﬂe only for whlt‘ gg& ‘h&%‘ Ii

peualty of u
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journey and hiévers over. tﬁ a“'i“ . shiel,
when-we rest; a cloud to wﬂ e7SU
that it smite us not by day, a@d a m
of; flame as the night iaﬁb, fbwig ever-

-brightest when we need it -most and

burning clearest of all in the vaﬂey at

_the end, where its guidance ‘will only
- cease, because then “the Lamb that is
in the midst of the throne w:ll lead

‘them.”—Alex. McLaren. £
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 BURIED TALENTS. _ J

Therelways are those who wrab
their talent for service in the mayki‘n
of not-worth-while. ~ They feel that
they could not do much because ‘their

- ability-is so small, and therefore they

do not try to do anything. They sup.
pose that they are practxc:smghme muéii

they are evading duty and resi

bility and ‘thus mcurring hlame ’ md

guilt. . The. truth is, no one, howe

X

to be wrapped up in napkins efuw
kind, Of course we cannot gwe alwayg

- what we have not. We are never to say,
“There is o use in my giving, for fﬂ
have so l:tt& It ca.u do no‘one,ﬁ\y

it in the e

small -his abxlxty, need  live usdds» ! ly.
- God bestows no. talents whtch he m i
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irresistible  witnesses  for JCSus.: Sonios.

the religion that makes them strong. for

Christ and his causé in ﬂmr it

upon their unconverted netglﬂ)ors. And ,

the revival that.is needed toéday isa
revival in the hearts of p 'Chﬂs-

tians that will make them stmnc 1o

bring their unconverted neighbors to
repentance and salvatlon through faith
in Christ. And this is exactly the kind -

- of religion that family worship begets
It will, doubtless, be conceded that

fosters, and makes both enjoyable and
effective,
Oh, for a gteat rewval of tlns vntal,

soul-saving " religion in - the Clmstmt :

homes of this country! How . badly 1t &d' Nty A
is neededtwkel F eb.man. S in SEE iy Qe 0 et with.m
ﬂ' ﬁ’ & R au many tdhmnmls as to the -
A P ¢'s Vegetable ?xlis.
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We have often to trzmel sohnty mys
Some of us have perplexed paths - to.
tread. Some of us have sad. Wﬂu
of times when we: de m com-

pany with those who will never share

our tent or counsel or steps any more,
and, we sit. lofiely by our ‘watch-fire in
the wilderness, we W@ ﬁﬁinﬁ m
and silent nights. .

Some of us mybe as yct.rwh
compamons m«f helnm pm words

was very'pni‘nfd,“
'pletely. »st. W;

.they nmm iaii to produce good results.
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