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December 30, 1003. . 2 A T

~ high—and barely a week old, a number

~ of young and ‘middle-aged people were
,erigaged to be married next Christmas.
1My Christmas.. They felt very badly

. when they parted, not tu see each other

for ‘a year, but they comforted them-
sclyés’-_with the thouﬁh‘t that a year was

not very long, and they would look for

each others . letters and —'Absence

. makes the heart grow fonder,”. they quot-
ed. I have found that the old proverb

is true, said the old year, but it is of

. somebody ‘else of whom the absent gets
" \g6nder I have noticed. Well. some of

’  those couples were married ‘Christmas,

; ﬁ;”. b
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but hE", married another girl, ‘and she
maf'ﬁid‘Mher ma_,n. g A o
~ “And thesad part of this story,” said
s the old man, with a mir/t_hless laugh, “is
‘not the broken engagements, but the
broken promises after marriage, I have
"> heard every man of them sai'. - “With
my _heart’s ,faith_f\ul affection, and all my
-« worldly goods I thee endow;” and then
. before they were married three months
~ those wives \55

. those 10 ‘had “been endowed
. ' with all their husbands “worldly goods,”
S nothing of “heart’s faithful af-
" i . fection” when they wanted hats, dresses,
_ .or ribbons; were scolded and scowled -

- at until they wished “that they had
 never been “endowed” at all. y

" Oh, it is not the obey in the mar-
 ‘riage service that wants amending, it
" is only a metaphor or figire of speech
“any way,” said the old gentleman, “and

- is never, .,takén,_ligeriousl')", but it is the
endowment - part of ‘the service phat .
3 fieeds an act of Parliament to.make it
g mean what it "\s‘a,_y'é, or stop its talking.”
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Kb “But this" is a digression, as the

.7 to say; and the old ¥

- preachers say,” said the old year. “But

the worfies and he disappointments J

have had is enough to make me wander.
+ .1 suppose every young year has -its’

- disillusionsz. So ‘many to promise what
-+ .they will do in work and self-denial,
and then forget albabout their promises
“before we are threé months old.

" “I have learned,” said the old year,

with a sigh, “that people who are going

~to repent mext year never do. New
Y&r’s”ré's,olutioﬁsw are never—well hard- .

“ ly ever—resolute enough -to withstand
_the second temptation. Genuine repent-

- ance does not watch the calendar and
‘areange 4 ‘dote’” sl )

'\ “And that reminds me,” said 1903,
. " looking around the room, “Two, yes,
- three 190j calendars hung up all ready,
and T will likely live ten days yet.” “Do
you think that is good taste?” asked the

~ old man reggoachfully, “to. let the young
<L fellow. (1904) tove into my roms before
L Mo ORI B
* You are shouting (or your calendars
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" 'do) “Long live the King’ before you

o .
e

dead” I had nothing:

shout the “King is

i ed" eleven childgan and the last one .

«. “,.isf;gwing he wﬂlnot urvive me. I have

. "had (or will have) three hundred and |
. _sixty-five ‘grand-children, the most of
.. them are dead. . 3 b T G
St Januery Wé‘i“ a strong, healthy ghild, -
| cold and stern, he only lived thirty days.
" - February, the second, wae: mot so
.strong, and }ief‘,gnly“’lfvcd twenty-nine

-

o

rch was 4 restless,  _crying '
“omd, - but his cry was worse then
his bite, he’died aged thirty-one days.

ar rambled on, I

' THE . RELIGIOUS

- April was a moody child, laughing one
day, crying the next. 1 don’t know
whether ‘he  died laughing or crying, he
livéd only thirty days.

May ‘was a child who had
been  anxiously  looked for. We
were .glad to see her, but she worried
us, for she was scarcely the same child
.-for two. consecutive days, sunny and
bright one day, moody and unhappy the
next; but what beautiful flowers she
brought us, 5 ;

June was the brightest and most
beautiful child. we had. - How we
loved her and how loving she was, es-
pecially. to brides. She gathered ‘the
brightest, sweetest . blossoms for_ them,
and. when she died when only thirty
days old, she had “more mourners than
any of my children, Many young maid-
ens “were disappointed and wept when
she died, for she did not live long enough
to take them the flowers they loved the
best. '

July was a beautiful child,-but as he
grew -older his temper began toe sour.

I think he was jealous of his sister June,

for he was continually hearing of her
grace and beauty. ' |

_ .August was the most passionate of
“my children. She was never a favorite
and when she died, aged  thirty-one
days, she had not made many friends,
and ‘there were few. who regretted her
demise, - & & ,

: wi, S_gptemlier had'.many friends, for he .

was generous and gave liberally, for he

He was a weglthy horticulturist, I think

- he was a little vain because his name is

the one first mentioned in one of the
classics, better known, and more widely
read than Homer’s famous Iliad. “Thirty

days hath September,” etc.

October was a beautiful child. An
artist by profession, there must have
been a strain of Oriental blood in her
veins, for she was fond of bright, vivid
colors. She loved the maple, and she
would color it so beautifully that artists
and lovers of the beautiful never tired

-of her work. She knew more of. colors -

than Raphael, and she had more admir-

ers than that great artist had. Her
7 when she was.
young. She lost the secret of her rich
coloring during her last days, or ‘ghe
niust have loved the sombre, for her -
work- was almost .col_orl.‘esgv during the -

best work was done

last days of her life. -

November was the least loved of ail
my children. I never heard any one
say a kind word about her. There must
have beenn Romanery blood in her veins
for she would spend days, sometimes
weeks with the Indians or Gypsies, and
people said this is “Indian Summer,”
_and then they made much of her and
‘were glad. But when she died she

, .

few mourners. , ‘

away. He is a great favorite with the
children, but it is"one of his‘children
(mysgrandson) who is the favorite. I
don’t think he would have a friend if it

- were not for my grandson, December
“twenty-five, who answers to the name’

Christmas, and he is king. Kings bow
down. before him, he is known and loved

all over the world. But when Decem-

bet’s son dies ull ifiterest and love for

- - - e v .

~orange blossoms.

was one of the richest of my children. -

“believe -

P
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December is. of a chiily cold temper-
ament. He is"the last and youngest of
my- children and he will die when I pass -

INTELLIGENCER.

December dies. My son, my last, the
son of my old age, passes away the
same hour that I pass away.

We have had our sorrows, we have
had our joys. If bells have tolled for
the dead, there have been marfage
bells. If there has been the cypress and
the yew, there has been June roses and
Good-bye 1903.

THADDEUS,

Mews of the @hurches.

A\CKNowm:nG(nnN'r.—‘Rev. and Mrs. A.
J. Prosser, of Hartland, C. Co, wish

through the INTELLIGENCER to express
thanks to the friends in the cofigrega-
tion for their kind remembrance in the
way of a donation on Friday evening
last. The sum of $25 was presented in
goods and cash. Among the many ap-

preciable gifts was a beautiful hanging.

lamp donated by Arnold McFarland,
W. H. Christie, Rob and Frank Aiton,
which merits special mention.

&

GRAND MANAN.—It has been almost

/

six months since I came to this pas--

torate. They have been six months of

hard work, getting acquainted with the
congregations in their homes, preach-
ing three times every Sunday, and driv-

ing twenty-two miles, attending four and'

five social services each week. Though

“hard,” the work is very pleasant; the
" people are kind and good; a more loyal

people I never worked with. I think
there ought to be two pastors at Grand

~Manan, as there is work enough for

two men, and the people are able to
support them well. The church at

_Grand Harbor is a strong one in every

‘way. The North Head church is also

a strong cause, and doing grand work..

T never have met such a staff of young
people for work. The outlook for this
church is very bright. The congrega-
tions are twice as.large as they were six
months ago. The Seal Cove church is,
also, a live church, and locited in the
most prosperous part of the island. One
might safely say that this church may
soon become the strongest one of the

_three. 1 purpose having special meet-

ings in each church this winter, and I
rch good will be done, as re-
‘vival signs are quite evident. The par-

sonage, which is located at Grand Har-

bor, has been completed, and is now very

comfortable. A ~ :
: A." M. McNINTCH.
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From Rev. {. A. RoperTsoN.—Permit
~me, through the INTELLIGENCER, to ex-
press my sincere thanks to the good
people of Brown’s Flat church and.con-
gregation for a beautiful fur cap, pre-
sented to me by Bro. George Worden
on their behalf. T have always found
these people very kind, and: hope and
pray that the blessings of our Heavenly
Father may rest upon all the givers.

1 also wish to say that I regretted
very much that T could not be present
with  the yeung | people on- Tuesday,
22nd, at their concert and Christmas
tree: sickness was the cause of my
absence. 1 learned that they had a

_very enjoyab'e time. Much care was

taken in getting up the concert for the
children of the Sabbath school. Hop-
ing to hear from a.goodly number of

-

Jou~N A. ROBERTSON.
- Artaukerte, V. Co. — Probably a
word from the Tobique field would be
in order, as no doubt many of our

friends are anxious. to kmow how we
are getting along.  Regular appoint-

mefits are beigg sustained throughout

“# of the Sabbath school, and aj(so_ get ai

the brethren through the paver this year.

' -Continyed on page 12. -
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the entire field, and the meetings are M
well attended, considering that many. of‘ ;
the men are in the woods. In the 2
spring I purpose holding special meet-
ings with the churches in the upper part
of the field. The winter has brought i
its usual cold weathef; but this seems ' -+ Sf5o
only to warm the hearts of the people. |
On Tuesday evening, 15th inst., a good- LAl E
ly number, representing the churches'at -~ = ° 3
Rowena and Arthurette, assembled . at

our home to greet us with happy hearts Lt ,w ‘
and smiling faces. During the course &L ‘,
of the evening, Rev. L. A. Fenwick, on = "« "
behalf of those present, presented me . ihedd vt
with a valuable fur coat, and’' Mrs. Bell g i
with a handsome quilt; the children
also were remembered with valuable Po: )
presents in the way of wearing apparel, ! A e
. which called forth, frantic ejaculation . . - .«
that “ Santa Claus had come,” much to". .« = o
the enjoyment of those present. After -

ample justice was done to a sumptuous
repast provided by the ladies, and much
pleasant comversation indulged in, the
party returned to their homes carrying
with them the heartfelt thanks of their
pastor and his family, and a prayer that

- these - enjoyable meetings may only be: - e

- a reminder of the great gathering when .~

we shall meet with Him who has com- i D
manded. us to “love - one another.” s
After we were left alone, we found that - - " e
our larder had been replenished with c§sh v
and many valuable articles too numer-
ous to mention, for which we give thanks
to God, who is the giver of every good .
_and perfect gift. ' o
el ‘ T, D, ‘Blag, < 2
December 22nd, 1903. | S i
MARrYsvIiLLE—Another Christmas has
come and gone. Among them: all, I \
do nof remember of any more joyfulty o
spent than the last~ Perhaps it is be-
causesas 1 grow older and know more
of the love of God towards me, I ap-
preciate more fully what Christmas day
meant to a sin-burdened world and the - *
good news of “ peace to the éarth,* good-.
will to men.” And while the greatest
of our giving seems so small compared’

with the gift of .God’sf love, we are glad, ‘ . f
so- many who have accepted th?t gift, 5
and are willing in return to give some; R
thing for him. It has'been a great.en- _ . =
couragement to me, since coming to this - . =«

church, to meet with

« i

so many willing \

workers and givers in the cause of their =
blessed Master. If every pastor were R
surrounded by as many sympathetic, ;’%%
‘cheerful, willing workers as I am, Lol S by e
feel - confident they would do more and” . L ESED
better work for Christ than they are - » @
. doing. The pastor who lacks the sy i v Vel

pathy and co-operation. of his people
is. one who is facing great odds. I do~ = o
‘pray that during the present year every. = - e
pastor and congregation may be so unit- £ :
ed in their efforts for good that as this
year closes we may look upon it as one
of the best in the history of our denom-
ination. : e

On Christmas evening our church was
crowded with an attentive audience to . -
listen to the singing, recitations, - etc.; °
glimpse of Santa Claus, who, after the
first part of the programme had been -
‘exhausted, issued from a neat,’ little log =«
home on the platform of the church and == -
began to distribute presents to the.. @
children from a large tree, whose branch- .*
es drooped .under the burden of - pre-i+ o
‘sents. The scholars, from the oldest to.
youngest, did credit to their teachers
and themselves in the rendering of their.
respective parts. And, by the expres-
sion of each face, we beliexlrebthey' tf:?l!:
amply ‘repaid for all their labor, when
Sat‘x)tay ‘ élc::s had completed his distribu-
‘fion of  gifts, and the tree stood as-
nature formed it. Not only” was the
school remembered™as a whole, but many-
of the teachers were remembered by their . -
class, and classes by their tedachers. Th\e

o




