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PREACHING TO WIN SOULS. 

BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER, D.D. 

“How far do your chief American 

preachers aim at the conversion oi 

souls? This question, once addressed 

to me by that master-workman, 

Charles H. Spurgeon, is pertinent yet; 

it showed his estimate of. the hign- 

est purpose of the Christian ministry. 

Certainly the chief aim of our Divine 

Master was to seek and to save the 

“lost: his first text of which we read 

was the word “repent!” To win 

souls to Jesus Christ by the aid 

the Holy Spirit was the main pur- 

pose of the apostles. Paul struck the 

keynote when he declared that he was 

determined to know nothing but Jesus 

Christ and ‘him crucified; and he 

ceased not to warn sinners night and 

day with tears. The great Reforma- 

tion in the sixteenth century was far 

more than a protest against prevail- 

ing errors; it was a direct bringing 

of souls to the Lord Jesus Christ, 

When a spiritual famine prevailed in 

Great Britain, the Wesleys and 

Whitefields rose at once to the de- 

mand of the times; they addressed 

their feliow-countrymen as exposed 

to the “wrath to come,” and their one 

aim was to lead souls to the only 

Saviour. Out of these wise labors 

grew the mighty Methodist Church, 

with its world-wide labors and phil- 

anthropies. 

The question which my beloved 

British brother ‘addressed to me is 

pertinent to every minister of the 

Gospel: “How far do you aim mainiy 

at the conversion of souls?” No .min- 

ister is likely to succeed in what he 

undertakes with only half a heart; 

certainly he can never do what he 
never even attempts to do. If your 

whole heart is not bent on the glori- 

ous work of converting sinners by. 

the help of God, you will never ac- 

complish it. You may produce many 

able discourses freighted with valu- 

able thought; you may wax eloquent 

over social evils and plead for re- 

formatory measures and philanthrop- 

ies; you may say many good things, 

and true things, and helpful things; 

but if you stop short of leading im- 

mortal souls to Christ, your minis- 

"try in one vital point will be a fail- 

ure. There is much talk about “sav- 

ing the masses;” but people are not 

saved in the mass; they must he 
reached and persuaded Christward 

one by one. Men may go to per- 

dition by the regiment; they must be 

led to Jesus individually. A single 

“soul was audience enough for the 
Master at the well of Sychar, and =n 

the “inquiry-room” of Nicodemus. 

Aim, theérefore, to make your 

preaching pointed and individualiz- 

ing. You are not to be a pulpit 
scold; but you may so present God's 
truth pungently and lovingly that ev- 
ery unconverted person in your audi- 
ence may be made to feel “that means 
me.” “Thou art the man,” sent 

Nathan’s arrow into David's heart. 
Pray God to help you love e sin- 
ner before you so fervently you 

  

will tell him plainly that if he does 
not repent of his sins and accept and 
obey Jesus Christ he will be lost for- 

ever! Don’t be afraid of the word 
“Hell” any more than of the word 
“Heaven.” The too common asser- 

tion that the faithful, tender and sol- 
emn presentation of the divinely re- 

vealed retributions of sin is an at- 

tempt to “scare people into religion” 
is utterly preposterous. As the am- 
bassadors ‘of Jesus Christ it is our 
bounden duty to “declare the whole 

counsel of God,” and we have no 

right to conceal or belittle any great 

revealed truth. If Noah had not been 
“moved with fear” of predicted del- 
uge, he never would have prepared 

an ark for saving himself and his 
household. It is a criminal cruelty 

to conceal from the transgressors cf 

Sy law and of God's love that the 

“wages of sin is death.” 

There is much truth in Mr. Glad- 

stone’s weighty. declaration that “the 

decay of the sense of sin against God 
is one of the most serious portents of 
these days.” Preach, therefore, my 
brother, most. plainly and lovingly 

the guilt and the doom of sin, and 
pray that every impenitent soul be- 
fore you may be convicted by the 

Holy Spirit. Nobody is likely to flee 
to the Lord Jesus Christ until he or 
she feels the need of him. Deep con- 

victions of sin usually produce deep 
conversions; shallow convictions pro- 
‘duce shallow conversions and hal?- 

way Christians. Go down to the 
roots. When you have made a sin- 

ner see himself, then point him to 
the all-sufficient Redeemer whose 

atoning blood cleanseth from all sin. 

This was Peter's style of preaching 
at the time of Pentecost, when three 
thousand souls were convicted 
and converted in a single 

day. When you are preaching 
repentance you cannot be too pua- 

gent; when you are offering salva- 
“tion through the Lord Jesus you can- 
not be too winsome and beseeching. 

It goes without saying that only a 
part of your soul-winning is likely 10 
be done in the pulpit. Much of it 

\is to be done by personal interviews. 
Seize opportunities. Keep your doors 

open to all who desire to converse - 

with you. Pastoral visitation (which 
is going too much out of fashion) 
will give you opportunity to dis- 
cover those who are anxious about 
their souls’ welfare, and you will re- 
joice to converse with them, and to 

urge an immediate acceptance of 
Christ. Once when during my after- 
noon visits I discovered three or four 

inquirers, I summoned my church of- 
ficers and special services were ap- 
pointed every evening. They resuit- 
ed in the conversion of nearly a hun- 
dred persons. Watch for ‘the pres- 

ence of the Holy Spirit! Listen for 
the first drops of the blessing; and 
then gird yourself for the happy 
work. There is no ecstasy this side of 
Heaven comparable to that of win- 

ning souls to a new life and to the 
life everlasting. “It is my heaven 
on earth,” said Samuel Rutherford, 

    

INTELLIGENCER. 

“to spend my days in gathering in 

some souls to Christ.” 

I hear some people talk about ‘mod- 

ern methods” of evangelization; but 

I have not yet discovered any im- 

provements on the methods of Paul 

and of Peter, of Wesley and of 

Whitefield, of Spurgeon and of 

Moody. We have not yet outgrown 

the Bible or the need of the Spirit, 

or the power of prayer. God never 

means that this world shail advance 

a single inch beyond the Cross of Cal- 

vary. Plant yourself beside that 

Cross! Preach Jesus Christ right 

there and he will “draw all men un- 

to him.” This method of soul-winn- 

ing is no more obsolete than yonder 

sun blazing in the mid-heavens. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Coal 
“ THE DEAF HEAR.” 

The New York Christian Intelli-. 

gencer says: By an ingenious device 

called “The Accousticon,” invented 

by Miller Reese Hutchinson, a young 

electrical engineer, sound is so inten- 
sified that the deaf and dumb are made 

to hear. Mr. Hutchinson, who is a 

native of Mobile, Ala., has been en- 

gaged on his invention for several 

years, and is now .enjoying the re- 

ward of his perseverance. He re- 

cently demonstrated the efficacy of 

the “Accousticon” in several of the 
institutions for the deaf and dumb in 

London, Eng. Queen Alexandra wit- 
nessing one of the tests became, so 
interested that she invited the inven- 

tor to give one at Buckingham Pal- 
ace, which he did to the supreme sat- 
isfaction of all present. The Queen 
was so delighted that she in return 

gave him a gold medal. Mr. Hutch- 
inson is now in this city (New York) 
and on last Friday in the presence of 
several physicians and a select com- 

pany of gentlemen and ladies, gave 

tests of his invention” upon several 
inmates of the New York Institu- 
tion for the Instruction of the Deaf 
and Dumb. The result was exceed- 
ingly gratifying. Girls and boys from 
eighteen to twenty-one years of age 
who had never heard a sound, listen- 

ed in ecstacy to the strains of ex- 
quisite music from a piano. Clapping 
her hands in delight, one. girl ex- 
‘claimed “The music! The music! It 
was beautiful. Can't I hear some 

more?” A boy when asked why he 
made such demonstration over what 

he had heard, said, in the sign lan- 

guage: “I just couldn’t stand still. I 
never heard anything like that noise 
before. It was fine.” Many eyes 

in the witnessing company were wet. 
The day of wonders is not yet over. 
What is it not possible for science to 

accomplish? This little device which 
can be carried in one’s pocket, will 
undoubtedly prove a benediction *o 
suffering humanity. 

| x xp 
—It is estimated that the number 

of Bibles issued last year from all the 
printing presses was over 7,300,000 
copies. Bible studying is increasing. 
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‘you make a purchase! We sell 

. piano buyers for ten degs, 
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BEST PLACE 
... in the city to purchase 

Hardware and Woodenware for the 

Kitchen. 

. Our Bargain Counters have B-. 

enlarged and we are now showing he 

some wonderful bargains in 5 

Sauce Pans a 
Muffin Pans a 

Mixing Spoons - 8 
Egg Whips 2 

‘Door Fasteners 

Potato Mashers 

Dish Mops Ga 
Egg Beaters = 
Door Bumpe ers 
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‘Would it not be the part of wisdo 
to consult your home dealer befos 

reliable makes af pianos and are 
right here to stand back or every 
bargain we make. We have estab- 

lished reputation and puri 8 
maintain it. Special’ iadnesiyes We 

McMURRAY & CO., 
Booksellers and Music Dealers, 

FREDERICTON, N. B. 

Harvay's Stud 
- - 

Our new Holiday Styles of : 

‘Photographs 
Make the best 

    

  

  

  

 


