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THE WOMEN OF INDIA.

lntelhctual. Social and Reli gious
Conditions.

i The currenit number of the Missionary
' Review of the World has an article from
“the pen of Mrs. J. T. Gracey, secretary
of the W, F. M. Society of the Metho-
l‘l”'ﬁ'ﬁl:’prcopal Church, on the above
topic, which is one of the most instruc-
ti!te, interesting and stimulating articles
~ on the subject we have read for some
; ,me. It is too long to reproduce in

part of it now, and will publish
later, and probably the whole of

'
%

for the future, said Dr. Curzon
?.Qelegant address at the late Dur-
m the city of Delhi.
y is stirred as never before with
4 gmmkened ideals, and into the dry bones
| ‘dead formalities of - centuries is
ming the breath of a new and vigor-
us life.
Christian missionaries for years have
been sowmg the seeds of great re-
forms in social, religious and intellec-
tual life, and India is slowly but surely
reaking away from thé dead past.
hese reforms are permeatmg socnety
4 cvery point, resulting in a great in-
mal conflict which, with resistless
rce, is undermining old false faiths
nd modifying many social customs.
“‘-Much of the agitation in the past
twenty-five years has been in connection
‘with the coudmons and elevation of

1tis gnvemmmt which has sought
abolish certain of these abuses.

Bhrmz the period of which we speak
hu set m a current of natnve

,_ ; many leading men are advoca-
ng some very radical changes. It is
;!tep far in advance when a prominent

g on the platform has the courage

on assigned woman;” .or when
1€r says,
' ~on Hindu society for its cruelty
child widows.”

ﬂac women of India are the victims of
‘most complicated and oppressive so-
qystem, a false ‘religion, and de-
ing idolatry. Macaulay said, “In no
: tf the world has a religion existed
more unfavorable to the moral and in-
Qﬂ‘@h}&l health of our race than in
Z The awful facts of woman’s
in connection with her so-
ed = religion is difficult to make
u, Their superstitious fear - keeps
in a constant round of propitiatory
jua, ‘and the evils they forecast must
ggpned by works of merit. In the
history of the country, . women
not hpt eithcr in mmrance or

y -
B ¥ 1

la is aglow with abundant poten-

The entire

A.L Christian government and -

.and transforming character.

sub)ect has its root in the low:

“The doom~ of God is °

- brightest students in our school,
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THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER.
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seclusion. Some were so highly cul-
tured as to compose Vedic hymns. The
pernicious system of early marriages
did not prevail, nor was woman con-
demned to suttee, nor to suffer the mis-
eries of perpetual widowhood. But
there came a change. Priestly author-
ity became more fully established, and
rules concerning woman’s position and.
relation to religious rites were multi-
plied. Then followed the Mohammedan
conquest, which completed her degra-
dation. @ The loose marriage laws by
these conquerors, as well as their habit
of enriching their harems with women
obtained by force, necessitated their
seclusion, and hence dense ignorance
followed. Caste, the great formidable
obstacle, influences every phase of a
woman’s life. It destroys all tender,
sympathetic feeling, and is a barrier to
the highest . development. Differing
castes may not eat or drink together,
intermarry or intermingle.. For a high
caste woman to accept Christianity is
to doom her to social ostracism. The

- low caste woman is free to go out, and

has some opportunities to hear the gos-
pel. The high caste woman, if she hears
it, must hear it in her own home. She
welcomes the zenana teacher often, but

‘not because of the message she carries,

but because it is the breath of another
atmosphere, a touch veritably from an-
other world. The long, long weary
day is pent in the round of household
duties, comparing jewels,
trifles, with little to do, nothing to see,
nothing to learn, nothing to hope for,
nowhere to go, no one to expect; with-
out books, papers, or magazines, no
music, no pictures—conditions surely
neither helpful nor ennobling. These
women, as a general thing, are intensely
superstitious,” and stanch supporters of
all idolatrous customs. Occasionally
they go to festivals, but always protect-
ed from the gaze of the public. They
are permitted to bathe and wash away
their accumulated sins. ‘These festivals

‘often present fine opportunities for mis-

sionary work. The missionary women
are usually in attendance at these
gatherings, and invite the women to call
at their tents, which are pitched in a
grove near by. From curiosity they
will flock to the place, and stay to hear
the Message. *“ We are only cattle, how
can we understand?” say they; but
light penetrates the darkness, interest
deepens, and they return to their homes
often with new hopes, new thoughts,
and the beginnings of a new life.
: : P SIS -

Every.agency is being utilized to win
the women over from the false to the
true.  Every little village school held
under a tree or on a veranda, every
city school, every normal school, every

.boarding school, every school for high-.

er education, is a power which is under-
mining the great structure of heathenism
A mis-
sionary of my acquaintance tells of at-
tending a meeting in a little chapel,
which was crowded to its utmost capa-
city. The girls from one of the schools
attended. After the opening exercises
the pastor called on one of the girls to
lead in prayer. And such a prayer!
The language was almost entirely Scrip-
tural, yet so simple and practical as she -
poured out her heart in thankfulness
for all blessings. Every one was im-
pressed. My friend asked the history
of the girl, and was told that she had
been left a mere skeleton, starving, at
the mission gate. She had come almost
ready to die, and in the densest ignor-
ance of heathen darkness. “She is
now,” said the pastor, “one of the
and
the leader of spiritual life among the

- pupils.” |

The medical missionary is doing a

-women.

discussing

great work in India, and the record of

“this branch of Christian work in the

past twenty-five years is simply mar-
vellous. No more important agency
was established in the past century.
The Lady Dufferin movement, which
has extended all over India; the estab-
lishment in 1894 of the North India
School of Medicine for Christian Wo-
men, where the students are taught en-
tirely by women; the admission of
women to the medical colleges; the
training of hospital assistants, nurses,
etc., many of whom are working alone
in different places, treating thousands
of patients; the Lady Curzon effort to
provide a fund for the training of nurses
as a memorial to the late .queen — all

these are movements fraught with great

possibilities for the future of India’s
A medical missionary recently
writing from India says: “1 was called
a few months since to see one of the
wives of a prince, and had the oppor-
tunity of seeing a harem in which be-
tween one and two thousand women
live, and to which the prince is the only
man having admittance. It was an
interesting but sad experience.”

Every hospital and dispensary, every
visit of a physician, and every prescrip-
tion given is an object-lesson of the
power and influence of Christian love.
An India paper commenting on a suc-
cessful operation performed by a lady
physician, said, “ The age of miracles is
not passed, for Jesus Christ is still
working miracles through the women
physicians.” -
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A BLESSING TO CHILDREN.

Strong words, but truthful and the
experience of a mother who has thor-
oughly tested-the value of Baby’s Own
Tablets. Giving her experience with
the use of this medicine, Mrs. George
Hardy, of Fourchu, N. S., writes: “I
have used Baby’s Own Tablets, and
find them a blessing to children, and
I am not satisfied without a box in the
house at all times.” Thes Tablets cure
all the minor troubles of babyhood and
childhood. ~ They are prompt and ef-
fective in their action; and are guaran-

 teed to contain no opiate or harmful

drug. They always do good—they can-
not possibly do harm. Good-natured,
healthy children are found in all homes
where Baby's Own Tablets are used.
You can get these Tablets from any
druggist, or by mail at 25 cents a box,
by writing direct to the Dr. Williams’
Medicine Co., Brockville, Ont.
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-TEXAS.

‘The great State of Texas has been
almost captured by the prohibitionists.

Three-fourths of the State is said to

be under local-option law, excluding all
liquor. The counties -that are either
wholly or largely “dry” represent a
total population of 2,218,039, while the
“wet” counties represent only 725,825.

¥ L &

Deaths.

Nuox.—-At Fredericton Junction, the 15th
ult, of h art failure Wnley Nason, in the 59th
yuroth‘uage Mr. Nason was one of the pro-

Ininent citizens of the place While not a mem-
ber of th | church, he was it werm fiiend. We
shall miss him in his wise ¢ unsel and financial

To the family—a wife and several

supp«re.
thll()l(ren—we offer our deepest sym s 5

WiLeer.—At Berry's Mil's, Westmorland Co.,
April 23, of old age, Mu. Rubie Wilbur relict of
the late John Wilber. aged 53 years. One son,
John Johnson, and one d-ughter, Mrs. William
Johnsou, lurvlve her. D «eased was a membor
of the Free ist church. and died jtrusting in
Jesus, F rervices Ly rho wrltor
y ¢ W. H. PERRY.

Branscouse.— At Pollet R.ver Platform, at the
residence of Mr. James Br. nscombe, on April 13,
Gcnh“rd)ct otrthe n;to Stephen ?m&bo.

ral services b 3
qod years. Fuaoe wy A %.

CURES ALL EYE DISEASES.
INFLAMED SCALES ON LIDS
GRANU ION ETC.

STRENGTHENS WEAK EYES,

Qures red eyelids.
Qures red e

Cures blur eyes
Cures inﬂam eyes.

A Cures Cyclist’s eycs.
/7l Relieves eye pain.
# Cures granulation.
¥ | Is an eye food.
B | Removes floating spots
) | Cures overworked eyes
8| Cures roughness of lids
¥ | Cures discharging eyes
Cures ulcers on eyes.
$= | Cures children’s eyes.
@3 | Cures scales on eyelids
hwe@ | Restores eyelashes.
Ouresitching and burn-

ing.

PRICE, 50 CENTS A BOTTLE
Mailed to any Address.

JAMES - D. FOWLER

"The Optician
. and
Jeweler, -

Opposite the Post Office.

FREDERICTON, N. B.

THE MANUFAGTURERS'
LIFE INSURANGE GO.

IN 1902.

New Business Written, ..$ 6,082,336.00

Increase over 1901, .. .. 1,088,035.00
Incosee. - .. .. .. + «+ <. 1,240,800.00
Increase over 1901, ah 177,249.00
Assets as at Dec. 31, 1962,' 4,406,329.0C
Increase over 19QOI, v. L 633,852.00

Insurance in Fdrce, ve s+ 30,182833.00

Increase over 1901, .. .. 3,013,952.00

Interest income alone exceeded
Death Claims by nearly $26,000.00.

The
E. R. MACHUM CO.,

Limited,

' St. John, N. B.
Managers for Maritime Provinces

AGENTS WANTED.

LAPINGNTT'S

The Best in Current Literature

12 CompPLETE NOVELS YEARLY

"MANY SHORT STORIES AND
PAPERS ON TIMELY TOPICS

$2.50 PERYEAR; 25 CTS. A COPY
NO CONTINUED STORIES
EVERY NUMBER COMPLETE IN ITSELF
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