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INVESTIGATE. 

From statements freely made in 
me of the papers it is not unlikely 

that th recent railway disaster on the 

I. C. R. at Windsor Junction, N. S,, 
was ue to drinking. The investiga- 

tion should be thorough. 

ow. 

"The world’s output of petroleum 

last year was 165,385,733 barrels, of 

42 gallons each. The United Stat=3 

and Russia together furnish about 93 
per cent. of the supply. Since 1808 

ssid’s production has exceeded that 

“the United States. Perhaps the 

il fields of Texas may change 
And who can tell what Canada’s 

oduct may be in a few years. 

given “law of thé Mormon 

in mind. Notwithstanding 

is given by them, and 
es, the Mormons in the 
thwest are likely to be 

J “north of Japan is suffering 
1 the failure of crops and from 
cold and stormy weather. The 

wn Gazette tells that the poor 

e santry in the famine districts are 
to . living on sprouts, which 

nine fund has bein raised te 

[CAL NEWS. 

En Tie 

ral names are ed in 
ection with the Senate vacancy 

 Besivillc, Hill, 
on, Burpee. 

¥ investigation into the Gamey 
- charges against the Ontario Govern- 
: me is going on in Toronto. It is 

; to occupy some weeks at the 

nt rate. 

Siren 

Canadians may well keep 

by the death of Hon. A He 

  

“Tug DOUKHOBORS. 

The Doukhobors seem to be settl- 

ing down to sensible ideas of" life. 

Recently 1700, who had before re- 

fused, have taken their homesteads 

like other settlers. They are buying 

horses, and in other ways are show- 

ing a disposition to go to work. The 

presence amongst them of Peter Verc- 

gin, the leader who arrived in this 

country about the time they were get- 

ting through with their strange pil- 

grimage, has evidently had a good 

effect. 

2 

JarAN, 
Last month Japan elected a new . 

Parliament. The results in some 

places, notably in Yokohama and 

Tokio, are gratifying to the friends 

of progress and to Christians. Mr. 

Shimada, who has represented Yoko- 

hama for ten years, was elected by 

a vote one-third larger than he ever 

received before. And this in spite of 

a concerted effort to defeat him. In 

Tokio Mr. Yebara, another Christian, 

‘was elected by a large majority. it 

is gratifying to note these evidences 

of real religious liberty and appr>- 

ciation of personal character. 

& 
SENATOR GILMOUR. 

Hon. A. H. Gilmour, Senator, died 

suddenly. Monday night of last week, 
on the train, en route to Ottawa tn 

resume his Parliamentary duties. 

Though nearly eighty, he- was a well- 

preserved man, and seemed in as good 

health as usual. For nearly fifty ” 

years Mr. Gilmour had been in public 

life, having been elected to the N. B. 
Legislature for Charlotte Co. in 185. 

In the Confederation struggle he was 

an “anti,” as those opposed to Caa- 
adian confederation were called, and 
was Provincial Secretary in the 

| ith- i ; Ed 86s. , and is affording a mea- Smith-Anglin Government in 1865 

He represented Charlotte Co. in the 
House of Commons from 1874 to 
1896, and later was appointed to the 

Senate. He was a Liberal of the old 
school and was true to his principles 
on all occasions. He was on the right 
side of moral questions, and stood up 

for what he believed. He had many 
friends; indeed, all who knew him 

liked him. A large-hearted, kindly 
man, he will be missed by a great 
many. His home was at St. George, 
where the funeral took place Friday. 

o 
LicENSE COMMISSIONERS. 

The Liquor License Commissioners 
in St. John have the habit of issuing 
more licenses than the law authorizes. 
A committee of citizens met the Com- 
missioners the other day; and protest- 
ed against this. The Commissioners 
promised consideration. Protest was 

  

made, also, against the large number 

of beer licenses issued. A beer license 

seems, in many cases, to be merely a. 

shield under protection of which 
“stronger liquors are sold. And some 
beer shops are said to be places of 
evil resort in other respects. The 
Evangelical Alliance has made repre- 
sentations , to the Government con- 
cerning the evils. of beer shops, and 
has asked that they be abolished. 

The amendment to the License Law 
giving the Government power to re- 
move a commissioner at any time, 
means that there will be a less car:- 
ful and honest administration of the 
License Law. Perhaps those tem- 
perance people who talk about the 
benefits of regulations .of the liquor 
traffic by license will some time learn 
that no system of dealing with the 
traffic is so much and so flagrantly 
violated as a license system. 

FJ 

THE NEwsrPAPER WINS. 

The Charlottetown, P.E.I., Guard- 

ian charged that a member of the 
government, Mr. Whear, had used his 
position to further the interests of the 
Dominion Packing Company, a con- 
cern which is seeking tax exemption. 
Mr. Whear denied the charge ani 
asked for a committee of the 
Legislature to investigate. A 
comittee was appointed, one mem- 
ber of it being a member of the Gov- 
ernment. The'editor of the Guardian, 
Mr. J. E. B. McCready, represented 
his paper before the committee. He 
called attention to the composition of - 
the committee, but was ready to go 
on. A few days later the leader of 
the Government announced that the 
matter would be dropped, giving as 
the reason that the House committee 
had no power to administer oaths to 
witnesses, or to punish for breach of 
privileges committed outside the 
House. They, doubtless, knew us 
much about a committee’s powers be- 
fore it's appointment as afterward. 
It looks very much as though when 
they found the Guardian ready to 
stand by its charges they concluded it 
was wiser not to have the investiga- 
tion go on. 

J 
IN THE SouTH. 

Prohibition of the liquor traffic has 
spread over much of the south. A 
recent report shows that the larger 
parts of the states of Kentucky, Ala- 
bama, Georgia, Mississippi, and 
Louisiana have been brought practi- 
cally under prohibition. One may 
travel entirely across some of these 
States, it is said, without "passing 
through a single saloon district. Even - 
Texas, which, in years gone by, very 

unjustly gained the reputation of be- 
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ing loose and lawless, has been almost 
captured by the prohibitionists. Three- 
fourths of the State is now said wo 
be under the local option law ex- 
cluding all liquor. To be more pre- 
cise, of the 236 counties of the State, 
To4 are wholly dry, and of the re-. 
mainder, 74 are largely dry, very 
many of them wholly dry save the. 
county seat, and only 58 are wholly 

wet. And the counties that are either 
wholly or largely dry represent a 
total population of 2,218,039, while 
the wet counties represent only 725,- 
825. A movement is now on foot in 
Texas to pass a prohibitory law ap- 
plicable to the whole State, and on the 
basis of the figures quoted it looks as 
if the thing would be done. 

§ J 

THE CHAIN GANG. a 
In some places, especially in 

southern cities, the output of the 

police courts is put at work on the 
streets, and is known as the chain- 
gang. The gang is made up, chiefly, 
of drunks. It seems that the unfor- 
tunates have been able to get drink 

- even while working on the streets, 
chained and under guard. The city 
council of Augusta, Ga., to prevent 

this, has ordained that hereafter “any 
person who shall, without the express 

permission of the chain-gang guard, 
give, sell, lend, or deliver to any per- 
son while serving upon the city chain- 
gang any intoxicating liquor, shall be 
fined, or be sentenced to work upon 
the public works or to be confined in 
jail.” It is good of the city council 
to seek to protect the poor fellows 
from getting drink while paying the 
penalty of previous drunkenness. But 
how much better. to have made an 
earnest attempt to protect them in the 
first instance. Instead, the city 
authorizes and protects the traffic 
which makes the drunkards. If the 
city must have a chain-gang let it be 
composed of every wretched creature 
who desires to sell rum and persists 
in doing so. A chain-gang of that 
sort would not only be a protection 
to the weak and tempted, but would 
also, be a first-class object lesson to 
the boys of the city. 

& 
NoTEs. | ; 

A new issue of Canadian postage 
stamps, bearing the King’s head, “will 
be out in July. 

The actual cost of making the Suez 
canal was $120,750,000. 

A proclamation has been issued this 
week fixing May 25th as the day for 
celebrating the King’s birthday. 

The bar-tenders of Jersey city are 
talking of forming a temperance so- 
ciety—for their own benefit, and that 

Continued on page 13. 
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