
  

   

   
   

     

    

   

    

   

   

   
   

  

   

  

   
    

   

  

   

   

  

    

   

  

   

  

   

  

   

  

   

  

   

  

   

  

   

    

   

PAUL ARRESTED. 

Acts 21: 30-30. 

GoLDEN Text.—If any man suffer 

“as a Christian, let him not be 

shamed. 1 Peter 4: 16. ; 
m—— 

THE Lesson . extends from Acts 

ZT: 1722: 30. 
3 XRarN BY HEearT.—Rom. 8: 

cts 10: 28-31. 
28; 

: HISTORICAL SETTING. —T ime. Paul 

arrived at Jerusalem Friday, May 
| 27.—Ramsay. The feast of Pente- 

cost was Saturday, May 28. Ahe 

8 Shout June 1. 
3 

Ed SR in the Sisiiny —The end of 
"the third missonary journey; anl 

beginning of the series of events 
‘which EA was brought ¢o 

17-19. = The journey described 

2 thir was the Spon of 

s, reporting the work accomp- 
~ during the first missionary 
ey, Ali Dining the decree of 

ni LR Paul reported to them the won- 

Tay 

022, There had been vague 
rs ie, Paul omit? that not only 

n ations of thé sas diag of God, 
o be destroying all their hopes, 
The facts were: (1) That Paul 

ob e ed the Jewish ceremonial law 
5 ag as a rite, as a matter of 

ce not. as a condition of salvation. 

va for salvation for either Jew 
= fad Gentile. No forms could save any 

o has even a Jew, but only faith 
(4) The Bom 

ie, both Jews and Gentiles, aie 
: ai, bcame true children of Ab- 

am and heirs of the promises. His 
chings brought to Jews and Gen- 

‘the liberty of the children of 
+ v ‘They made Christianity a uni- 
al religion. 

AA Tag PLaN POR REFUTING THESE 
j ~Vs, 23-26. In order to 

AUL’S RECEPTION AT JERUSALEM. 

r last lesson ended in Jerusa- 

'S Sgr leaders of the “hiiveh met 

: wg ritual. (3) The law was not, 

BW TN 

THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 

        SECOND QUARTER, 
LESSON V.—May 3. 

refute these slanders, the leaders of 

the Jerusalem Christians proposed to 

Paul a plan, the heart of which was 

to prove that Paul did not reject the 

Jewish law. Four men had come to 

Jerusalem to complete a Nazirite vow. 

Paul reluctantly agreed to pay their 

necessary expenses, and for a week 

“to live with four paupers in the 

chamber of the temple which was 
set apart for this purpose; and then 

to pay for sixteen sacrificial animals 

and the accompanying meat-offer- 

ings; and to stand among these Naz- 

irites while the priest offered them, 

and to look on while the men’s heads 

were being shaved and while they 

took their hair to burn it under the 

‘boiling cauldron of the peace-offer- 

ings.—Farrar. ” 
A man might attach himself to a 

Nazirite, or a company of Nazir- 

ites, join in the final process of puri- 

‘fication, which lasted, probably, for 

seven days, shaving his head, and of- 
fering sacrifices with them. This 
was considered in itself a devout act, 

especially if the newcomer defrayed 
the cost of the sacrifices. 

THE Mos ASSAULTING PAuL IN 
THE TEMPLE Courts.—Vs. 27-31. 
The apartment appropriated to the 
Nazirites was in the Court of the 

Women, the entrance to which was 
through the Gate Beautiful. A bal- 
~ustrade of stone fenced off this and 
the other more sacred enclosures 
from the Court of the Gentiles, into 
which any one might enter. Some of 
the Jews from Ephesus who had op- 

posed Paul so bitterly there were 

present at the feast. They recogniz- 

ed their fellow-citizen Trophimus 

with Paul in Jerusalem, and imagined 

that he had brought him into the 

Court of the women, and thus was _ 

defying the law. Then arose a fearful 

mob. All the city was moved (ex- 

cited)and they took Paul (laid vio- 
lent hands upon him), and drew 

(dragged) him out of the temple 

(the inner Court of the Women), 

and beat him, with the intent to kill 

him. And forthwith (immediately) 

the doors were shut, the great fold- 

ing doors of the Gate Beautiful. 

They were closed for fear the inner 

court might be further polluted by 
bloodshed. | | 

Practical. 1. We see the 
evil of acting upon our mere supposi- 
tions without ascertaining the facts. 

2. Many good persons are slandered 

by our reporting as facts what are 
only our own inferences and impres- 
sions. 3. One of the great evils is 
the attempt to defend religion by 
the irreligious spirit. God's work 
can never be well done by the devil's 

methods. 
THE Rescue—Vs. 31-36. Tid- 

ings came unto the chief captain. 
His name was Claudius Lysias. Of 
the band, about six hundred-men. 

This cohort formed the garrison of 
the Castle Antonia. Took soldiers 

; and centurions, to rescue Paul from 
the hands of the mob. . Bound with 
two chains. One from each of his 
arms to a soldier on each side of 
him. This secured the prisoner, yet 
left him free to walk away with his 
guards. . And demanded. Inquired 
of the bystanders. Some cried one 
thing, some another. Most did not 
know just what Paul had done. Car- 
ried into the castle of Antonia, And 

  

great’ 

gone too far. 

  

when he came upon the stairs. One 

of the two flights of stairs which led 

from the Court of the Gentiles. He 

was borne of the soldiers. No soon: 

er had he got on the stairs which led 

up into the fortress, than the mob 

“made another rush at him, with yells 
of ‘kill him!" and Paul was carried 

off his legs, and hurried along in the 

arms of the surrounding soldiers. 

Away with him. The same cry which 

echoed before this same: tower of 

Antonia against Paul's Lord. 

While Paul was being carried into 

the castle, he met the commander-in- 

chief, and said (in Greek, which the 

chief captain would understand). 

May I speak unto thee? Canst thou 

speak Greek? In surprise that he 

was not. the ignorant brigand he sup- 

posed. Art not thou that Egyptian. 

The Egyptian, whom the chief cap- 

tain took St.’ Paul to be, is mentionad 

by Josephus. A short time before 

this he had gathered a large body of 
discontented Jews on Mt. Olivet, 

whom he had deluded into the belief 

that he was the Messiah, declaring 
that the walls of Jerusalem would 
fall down at his word. Madest an 
uproar. An insurrection. Into the 
wilderness. Between Egypt and Pal- 
estine. - Four thousand men. Jo- 
sephus says that this Egyptian pro- 
phet had led out thirty thousand men. 
This" was the whole number of his 
followers, and included the four 
thousand that were murderers. 39. 1 
am a Jew, of Tarsus. Paul 
refers ‘to his city Tarsus with just 
pride; for it was not only the capital 
of Cilicia and a free city, but its 
schools of literature and philosophy 
ranked next to those of Athens and 
Alexandria amidst Greek ‘universi- 
ties. No mean city. Then, on the 
stairs overlooking the crowd in the 

Temple Court, Paul, bound to two 

Roman soldiers, spoke from his heart 

to his countrymen. 
1. He spoke in Hebrew, the native 

tongue of his people. 
2. He showed that he had been 

brought up a strict Jew. 
. He described how he had be- 

came a Christian, though still a Jew, 

by the power of the God of their 

fathers, who had chosen him to 

preach salvation. He had found for- 

giveness of sins. He had found the 

Messiah whom all Jews longed for. 
The Jews listened to Paul till he 

spoke of his mission to the Gentiles, 

and then their wrath burst forth. 

They cried out in their rage. Lysias 

could not understand Paul's pened. 
bit from the fury of the people, le 

concluded that Paul must be some 

great criminal. He, therefore, orl- 

cred that Paul should be compelled, 
by torture, to confess his crimes. The 
mildest form of this mode of exam- 

ination was by scourging. While they 

were binding Paul, he quietly asked 
the officer if it was lawful for them 
toc scourge a Roman citizen uncoa- 
demned. The preparations were im- 

mediately stopped, the commander 
was called, and learning that Paul 
was a free-born Roman citizen, he 
had reason to be afraid that he had 

It was a grave crime, 
as Claudius Lysias well knew, to 
scourge a Roman citizen; so at once 
he stayed the proceedings pending 
further inquiries, which he conduct- 
ed in person, if 

PracTIiCAL SUGGESTIONS.—V, The 

opposition of a mob is no proof or 
sign that the person or cause assault- 
ed is wrong. It often is incurred be- 
cause the cause is right.   

  

   

  

        

       
     

  

     
    
    
    

      
    
     

        

      

   

    

. %¢ For two years 1 suffered ter- § 
ribly from dyspepsia, with great 
depression, and was always feeling 

poorly. I then tried Ayer’s Sarsa- 
parilla, and in one week I was a 

new man.”’—John McDonald, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

    

Don’t forget that it’s 
“Ayer’s” Sarsaparilla 
that will make you strong 
and hopeful. Don’t waste 

your time and money by 
trying some other kind. 
Use the old, tested, tried, 
and true Ayer's Sarsapa- 
rilla. $1.00 a bottle. All druggists.    
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NC AYER CO., Lowell, Mass. 

  

AF TER SHAVING, 
“EXTRACT 

S, COMFORTS AND 
os THE SKIN, ENA- 
BLING THE MOST TEN- 
DER FACE TO ENJOY A - 
CLOSE SHAVE WITHOUT 
UNPLEASANT RESULTS. 
Avoid irritat 

  

   

  

CHURCH LIAL 

oe Cincing den Eonmdry Cn Clacin acinnat, 0. 

FREE TO ALL 
A Silver Plated Teapot ~~ 

Consumers of National . 

Blend Tea, without doubt 

the best Blend Tea on the 

market, when you have 
bought twenty pounds you 
will receive a Silver Plated 

  

Teapot free of charge. | 5; a 

  

The cheapest House in town to buy Flour. 

    

  

D.W.Estabrook & Sons. A 
York St. and Westmorland, 

"FREDERICTON, N. B. 
KC -— 

  

2. The wrong here was not in Paul 

but in the mob. The cause of com- - 

motion in our day is not in the ra- 

formers, but in those who uphold the 

evils that should be reformed. 5 

3. Paul used every power that he 

had to aid him,—his, Roman citizen- 
ship, his social position, his know- 

ledge of law, his training, and quick 
wi. 

4. Note how men unconsciously 
and blindly are carrying out God's 
purposes. Paul's two bitter antagon- 
ists, the: Jew and the Roman, in try- 
ing to overthrow the apostle, are 
really aiding him. God is using them 
both to carry out his design. Paul 
has to be got to Rome, and these two 
forces are combined to catry him 
thither. 
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