SAUL CHOSEN G g

I SAMUEL 10: 17-27

Read I Sam. Chapters 9, 10.

,_;A"GOLDEN TexT.—The Lord is our King
kc will save us.—Isa. 33:22.

; ‘.‘Tm: Lesson.—The account of Saul’s
gﬂrst» meeting with Samuel, 1. Sam. 9:
I to 10, and the lesson, 1 Sam. 10: 17-

L&gx By HEART. —Vs. 24, 25; Prov
6‘ "33 Eph TR RE A

‘;HIS'MRICAL SErTING =Tiihe. . The
phronology is uncertain. 1079 B.C,, ac-
¢ ;-eerdlng to the Cambridge Bible.

- Place—Mizpeh. (or Mizpah) the
'.“watchtower,” iS a name given to sev-
“eral ‘places in Palestine. The szpah
) ;lof ‘our lesson is generally held to be
the present Neby Samwil, 'a hill near
Ratnah and Geba, five miles from Jeru-
E . ] oy )

| G‘)bs PrepARATION OF A KiNc.— [
Sam. 9:1 to 10:16, After rehearsing

~author of the: book of Samuel looks

kward, and traces the history of
, who was to fill the great
tion. - This young man be-
: .th_e tribe of Benjamin, His
: K"b’ “3 mxchty mau of

Obeymg a God-sent dream,
enterhmed the young man over
and in the mornmg poured upon

Saul way home from tlns‘
_ceremony he wa_s met by

ﬁe compamcs of prophets which

- Stut kept absolute silence.

lmazume are disclosed
eral kingly features of Saul’s char-
hhls ‘trustworthiness, (2) his

: AL Wamuc.—-Vs 17-19.
storian tells how Samuel made
1 God's choice to the people. And
¢ «ﬂkd the people together. He
ed the national assembly, or
gation of Israel’ ' This body was
osed of all Israelites of twenty
s old and upwards. Unto the Lord.
‘j?;;;ﬁcb@ewe associated God’s presence

Heuls holy places, such as
aud Mimh. The ~phrase im-

% oi his own victory, many
re, at that pla.oe

” an;asnmmaryofwhat

, .lM...Ibrouhtuphrad
'“Eppt. Th,ey were constantly
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the ‘-W!:s demand for a ‘king, the

t' 't'he help of Samuel, ‘the

(3) has mpect for re-

a long oration. Thus
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forgetting it, just as we forget our past
blessings. And delivered you . . . out of
the hand of all kingdoms, and of them
that oppressed you. Jehovah had al-
ways done for them the very things for
which they desired a king. And ye
have this day rejected your God. By
desiring to shake off his direct rule
and authority. Who himself saved you.
Literally, “Who is a Saviour to you.”
And ye have said unto him, Nay, but
set a king over us. They had spoken to
Samuel, God’s representative, Now
therefore presemt yourselves before the
Lord. Come together in solemn as-
sembly. By your tribes, and by your
thousands. Moses had instituted a
division of the tribes into thousands,
hundreds, fifties, and tens.
In modern times God is rejected : (I)
by those that openly defy him, and
scout the claims of religion;
those that live for mammon, disregard-
ing religion; (3) by those that profess
. religion, 'but bend all their desires upon
the things of the world. The last was
the case of the Israelites. »
TaE DIVINE SELECTION.—Vs, 20-22
Having uttered this solemn warning,
Samuel perceived that further expostu-
lation. was useless, and proceeded to a
confirmation of the secret choice God
had already made. And when Samuel
had - caused all the tribes of Israel to
come near. The choice is made by the
sacred lot. The tribe of Benjamin was
- taken. By selecting a king from this
least and nearly extinct tribe (Jud. 20),
“divine wisdom designed to remove all
grounds of jealousy among the other
tribes. - The riames of the tribes graven
on stones or written on slips of parch-

. ment, were placed in the sacred bayg ot

the high priest’s breastplate, in presence
of the princes and elders.
high priest draws one forth. The one
drawn was marked ‘Benjamin’ Why
did Samuel draw lots when Saul had
“already been selected? That the people
might have a visible token that the
choice of this obscure youth was from
God. The family of Matvi was taken.
This family is not mentioned elsewhere
in the Bible. And Saul the son of Kish

- was taken. The narrative omits the lot
- cast among the heads of households, by

which Kish was selected. And when
they sought him, to present him to the
people ke could not be found. Saul hid
himself ‘through modesty, and natural
shrinking from the exalted position.
Therefore they enquired of the Lord
further. The technical phrase for as-

-

certaining God’s will by means of the
Urim and Thummin in the breast-

plate upon the high priest’s ephod. It
is not known what these were nor how
“they were used. And the Lord answer-
ed. Behold, he hath hid himself among
the stuff. The baggage.

~ SAUL’S = STATELINESS. — ‘Vs. 23-25.
Learning thus where Sau] was to be
found, the people sought him out His
physical fitness was at once made mani-
fest. He was higher than any of the
people from his shoulders and upward.
He is conjectured to have been not less
than seven feet high. And Samuel said
to all the people, See ye him whom the
Lord hath chosen. . . . And all the
)eople‘ shouted, and said, God save the
king. This was the greeting usually
given a ruler. Then Samuel told ine
people the manner of the kimgdom. A

charter establishing and defining the po--

sition of the king in relation to Jehovah
and to the people. In substance, at any
rate, :t probsbly ‘resembled the law of

(2) by

Then the
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the king in Deut. 17: 14-20. And wrote
it in a book. The reference may be to
“the book of the law,” the book in which
Moses inscribed his system of govern-
ment. There were added to it histori-
cal narratives and other important rec-
ords. - And laid it up before the Lord.
That is, beside the ark, which was then

~in  Kirjath-jearim. It is a solemn

thought that all our engagements are
laid up before the Lord, And Samuel
sent all the people away. Samuel had
not lost his supremacy. And till the
end of his life, though he appeared sel-
dom, whenever he came forward it was
as leader and chief. .

THe NEw Kine TESTED.—Vs, 26, 27.
The new king was immediately tested
in three  respects,—his power to win
friends, his ability to meet enemies at
home, his power to conquer foes abroad.
He met all three tests successfully.
And Saul also went home. He wisely
chose to make quiet preparation for his
work. And there went with him a band
of men. Warriors, who wished to form
his bodyguard. Whose hearts God had
touched, drawing them to Saul. But

“the children of Belial said.  Belial is

not a proper name bhut a common noun,
signifying “worthlessness.” How shall
this man save us? Perhaps they were
princes of the leading houses of the
tribes of Judah and Ephraim, who were
‘disgusted at the choice falling on an
unknown man of the small tribe of Ben-
jamin. And they despised him and
brought him no presents. The token
homage. But he held his peace. The
best answer to a taunt or an insult is
absolute silence. By his silence Saul
showed that he was master of himself.
Saul soon had an opportunity to prove
himself worthy to be king. From east
of the Jordan came an army of the fierce
Ammonites, under their king, Nahash,
(r Sam. 11: 1-11). Gathering a great
army of 330,000 men, Saul totally rout-
ed his adversaries. Thus he won the
confidence of the people. Thus fortun-
ately did Saul’s reign open, with victory
over his foes, with a devoted people,
and with Samuel for his sage counselor.
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BOOK POISON.

Some one ‘asked the late Dwight
L. Moody if he had read a certain book.
He replied, “No, I believe there is poi-
son in it; at least, I have heard so on
good authority.” The friend said, “But
wouldn’t it be well to read it for your-
self?” - No,” said Mr. Moody; “if I

take poison in my stomach, the doctor

has to come with a stomach pump to
take it out. Why should I take poison
in my mind? I might never be able to
get it out.”
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Unnecessary to Suffer from Asthma.

t can be perfectly
¢ u’l‘:&- distreulng oomp:dh‘r;m hh{‘m
;nt.hag thst deltro‘s germc w) tha
mouth from a convenient

after permeating the minu air cells, hex-
2l =3 honouh'lla. It stogtbe

R system M
Oaurrhosono. ltnlll speedily cure Ln'go
ruggists or

Kinpt.on. Ont.

'Tis a Marvellous Thing.— When the
cures effected by Dr. Thomas’ Eclectric
Oil are considered, the speedy and per-
manent relief it has brought to the
suffering wherever it has been used, it
must be regarded as a marvellous thing
that so potent a medicine should result

from the six simple ingredients which

enter into its composition. A trial will
convince the most skeptical of its heal-
ing virtues,
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Dark Hair

““1 have used Ayer’s Hair Vigor
for a great many years, and al-
though I am past eighty years of
age, yet l h.ve not a gray hair in
my head.”

Geo. Yellott, Towun, Md.

We mean all that rich,
dark color tyour hair used
to have. If it’s gray now,
no matter; for Ayer’s

Hair Vigor always re-
stores color to gra hair.
Sometimes it ma

hair grow very heavy and
long; and it stops falling

of t e hair, too.
$1.00 & bottle. All druggists.
It

. sond us one do andmwlﬁp"m'

you a bottle. Be sure and give thomo
of your nearest Jco
4 Jo(do‘ CO

'RELIEVES CHAFING, ITCHING OR IRRl
TATION. COOLS, COMFORTS AND HEALS
THE SKIN, AFTER SHAVING.

Avoid dangerous, irritating Witch Hazel
‘ tions represented to be “the same as”
Pond’s Extract, which easily sours a2nd often

FREE TO ALL
A Silver Plated Teapot

Consumers of National
Blend Tea, without doubt
the best Blend Tea on the
market, when you have
bought twenty pounds you
will receive a Silver Plated
Teapot free of charge.

The cheapest House in town to buy Fiour.

D.W.Estabrook & Sons.

~ York St. and Westmorland,
FREDERICTON, N. B.

Do not Delay.— Do not let a cold or
cough fasten upon you as it will f
—neglected. Dr.” Thomas’ Eclectric Oil
will break up a cold and cure a cough,
and should be resorted to at once when
the first symptoms appear. It can be
disguised sowthat any unpleasant taste
it may have will be imperceptible to the
delicate. Try it and be convinced.

Mild in Their Action.— Parmelee’s
Vegetable Pills are very mild in their
action. They do not cause griping in
the stomach or cause disturbances there
as so many pills do. Therefore, the
most delicate can take them without
fcar of unpleasant results. They can,
too, be administered to children without
imposing the penalties which follow the
use of pills not so carefully prepared,
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