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TERMS AND NOTICES.

THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER, published in
he interests of the Free Baptists of Canada, is is-
sued every Wednesday.

SUBSCRIPTION, $1.50 a year, in advance, When
not paid within three months, the price is $2.00 a
year. Subscriptions may begin at any time,

The date on the address label is_the time to
which the subscription is paid. The date is
changed within two weeks after payment is receiv-
ed. ., fdnot changed in two weeks, we should be
notified.

To discontinue the paper, it is necessary te noti-
fy us and pay arrears, if any are due. Papers are
con(ginued ti{l such notice is given and payment
mace.

‘Wuen asking change of address, be careful to
give both the old and the new address. Notify us
promptly of any irregularity or other mistakes.

Every Free gaptist minister in New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia is an_agent for the INTELLI-
GENCER, and is authorized te receive subscrip-
tions.

ADVERTISING rates on application. :

St. Joun OFFicE: Barnes & Co’s, 84 Prince

William Street. .

All letters, whether on business or for publica-
tion, should be addressed to THE RELIGIOUS IN-
TELLIGENCER, Box 384, Fredericton, N. B
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Editorial.

—The family of the late Cardinal
Vaughan was very much devoted to
the Roman Catholic Church. The
Cardinal was one of eight sons, five
of whom became priests, and his six
sisters became nuns.

&

—Dr. Alexander McLaren, Bap-
tist, of Manchester, England, has
just resigned his pastorate, having
completed forty-five years continu-
ous service. He will remain hon-
orary pastor, preaching as. often as
he feels equal to it. He has had an
assistant for some years. K Dr. Mc-
Laren is a great preacher.

> .

—Bishop Hartzell, . of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church, has just sail- -
ed for Africa to make his seventh
tour of the mission fields there. He
expects great things of Africa. He
says: |

The more I see of ‘the native, the
more my respect for him increases. The
commerce of the country is increasing,

and the supremacy of England in South
Africa makes bright the future.

x

—Good advice to preachers is
this, given by Channing many years
ago, and not less needed now when
the temptation to “speak smooth
words” is great: i |

Preach with moral courage. Fear no
man, high or low, rich or poor, taught
or untaught. Honor all men; love all -
‘men, but fear none. Speak what you
account great truths frankly, strongly,
boldly. Do not spoil them of life to
avoid offence; do not seek to propitiate
passion and prejudice by compromise
and concession. Beware of the sophistry
which reconciles the conscience to the
suppression, or to vague, lifeless utfdr-
ance, of unpopular truth. Better earn
your bread with the sweat of your brow
~ than part with moral freedom.

»~ ‘e

—It is a Presbyterian minister
who expresses himself in this sen-
sible way:

In vain it is for us to confine our
efforts to trying to reform men after’
- they have become drunkards, gamblers,
- and thugs, We must remove from our
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community these nests of vice and cor-
ruption where ruin is hatched, or we
shall never get further than the business
The
church is not merely an ambulance corps
‘to go around gathering up the wounded
to take them to the hospital; she will
be better employed in exterminating the
infernal batteries whence proceed the
missiles of death. Like the little girl
who, being grieved because her brother
persisted in catching birds in his traps
and killing them, first prayed that God
would not let the birds enter the traps,
and then went out and kicked the traps
to pieces, so let us do some trap-smash-

of cleaning up after the devil.

ing along with our praying.

&

—What Roman Catholicism pro-
duces when it
own way is well shown in Ecuador,
which is regarded as the most thor-
oughly- Catholic portion of the earth.
Christian Life says that in no other
part of the world have the Jesuits
had so much influence. No Protestant
can vote as a parliamentary elector.
There are six Romanist churches or
chapels for every thousand of the
inhabitants; one acre in every four
is church property; one person in
every ten is a priest or a monk or
a nun; and two hundred and seven-

_ty-two days in the three hundred and

sixty-five are kept as ecclesiastical
days of observance, either as feasts
o: fasts. And what have been the
social results? Less than eight per
cent. of the people can read; the
national debt has paid no interest for

thirty years past; and the Minister

of the Interior, in his official report

says: “The historical tradition of our

constitutional politics - is—incessant

revolutions.” “By their fruits ye shall

know them.” -
¥

—During the discuésion of the
proposal to change the name of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in the

- United States, Dr. Holland, a St.

Louis rector, speaking in favour of
a change, made strong objection to
the name Protestant. He said:

has everything its .

PROTESTANTISM IN ITALY.

The work of the several evangeli-
cal bodies that are established in
Italy is being prospered in a good
degree. Thgre are now scores of
pastors, and the communicants num-
ber thousands. The Waldensians,
who for seven hundred years upheld
the Gospel in Italy, lead the Protes-
tant bodies in numerical strength, and
they are vigorously prosecuting their
work. Recently, for more effective

co-operation, ‘the Protestant bodies

organized what is called “The Evan-
gelical Council of Italy.” There will
b= an avoidance of overlapping, and

for the spread of saving truth.

e
BACKBONE.

One thing which Christians need
in this day is backbone. Not a back-
bone, like a ram-rod, that cannot
yield or bend, but a well-articulated
spinal column, which 1is strong
enough to hold a man upright, and
to keep him from being crushed be-
neath the burden that presses upon
him. These are days of easy-going
piety, and men are too often ruled
by compromises rather than by con-
science. Mr. Spurgeon said,—“Oak
has given place to willow. Every-

‘body has grown limp. OQut of the

generality of limpness has come an
admiration for it. A man cannot
speak a plain word without being
‘accused of bitterness, and if he de-

nounces error he is narrow-minded.” °

In such a condition of things there
is call, not for stubborness and crus-
tiness, but for a gentle, patient,
courageous, unyielding conscien-
tiousness and firmness, which an-

chors the soul to the everlasting rock

and keeps the heart resting on Him
who is the way, the truth and the
life, and who will never leave nor
forsake us. ' M.
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Blue Mr. Fisher apparently regard-

a wiser expenditure of their forces

“indicated that the people had beenm

_testant theology is a distinct type from

_for the majority, nor for the best

~about his own church, he shows _

. Christ’s death is that it was to pla-
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O hurch i Protestant. P :
sl e rdliegioge S o e Last week we dealt with the ans-

Catholic. The vergence of faith in this © wers given by the Minister of Agri-
church is toward Rome—if you will have
the word outright—and the orthodox
church of the east, rather than toward
the denominations that are round about
- .

- The Protestant idea of the Bible is
that it alone is the foundation of faith;
the Catholic idea is that the church un-
derlies the Bible, is mightier, decides
which books underlie the Bible and how
the Bible is to be interpreted. The Pro-
testant theory of Christ’s death is that
it was to placate the wrath of God; the
Catholic theory is that the love of God
in Christ is pleading for the love of
man and winning it back. :

. Dr. Holland may speak for a con-
siderable number in the Episcopal

Church when he declares, approving-

ly, that the tendency is Rome-
ward, but, surely, he does not speak

bers of Parliament, and pointed out
how they failed to give the infer-
mation sought concerning the “lost
tribes” of New Brunswick Free Bape
tists. They were not full, true ans-
wers, such as should have been giv-
en. They were Parliamentary eva-
sions, But the matter was not end-
ed with such misleading answers.
Later, when the Minister was asking
the House to vote money for the
census the matter came up again,
being introduced by Mr. Fowler, and
there was a somewhat lengthy dis-
cussion. - Mr. Fisher’s defence of Mr.
Blue’s census methods and results
was more persistent than judicious,
and revealed surprising misinforma-
tion. Some of the things said re-
quire mention in these columns,

g o

Mr. Fisher attempted at the out-
set to brush aside the complaints by
saying that Mr. Blue had “showed
successfully that the census was ex-
~actly in accord with the information
. given the enumerators by the peo-

members of the church. But what-
ever he knows or does not know

great ignorance of the theology of

the Evangelical churches when he
says ‘“the Protestant theory of

cate the wrath of God.”

culture to questions asked by mem-

~but the alternative ignorance of
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ple,” which is saying, in effect, that | " £y
the Free Baptists do not know ) ‘ e

enough to answer to their name. - L

Perhaps they will enjoy this esti- . i

mate of their intelligence, - ! A
He also put forth Mr. Blue’s ab- = 2y

surd theory about the census of 1891

—that the Free Baptists did not

riumber as many by 14,000 as that

census credited them with. ~Mr.

Blue’s census showed a gain instead

of atloss. And this nonsense of Mr.

ed seriously, for he said: ,

That is, I think, a complete explan- =
ation of the situation, and accounts =
fully for the discrepancy which thée Rev, e

Mr. McLeod complained of. - ,
He did not, however, explain how
the non appearance in the census of
1901 of all the Freea Baptists in
Marysville - and Lincoln and Km‘s,
not to say anything of thousands in
other places, could be charged to the
blundering of the census officials of
ten years before. It was only when,
by persistent effort, these special
cases were forced upon his attention
that he had to admit that possibly
something was wrong. ’
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Of particular cases Mr. Fisher de-
clares that neither he nor the Census
Commissioner had knowledge pﬁﬁr
to the discussion in Parliament. He

Nothing has been " it
tonte 5 has been bradght 4 SN

department beyond the
general statement by Mr. Mc e “L

represented in the schedules.

"The only letter Mr. Fisher quoted
w_'ould seem to support his conten-
tion. It was our first letter to Mr. = ¢

Blue, dated May 31st; 1902. That
letter did deal with the subject ina *
general way. It was not possible at =
that time to do anything else, for the i
only figures about: the religions of tht«
p?ople then made public were those
giving the numbers of the denomin-
ations by Provinces, and for %lui :

whole . Dominion. If Mr. Fisher
kpew this—and. he ought to have

known it before venturing to speak
authoritatively about the matter—his
statement is a misrepresentation of
.the case. If he did not know it, he

15 acquitted of misrepresentation.

subject is not ' easy to exouse o W -0
Minister of the Crown pretendin g q e g
give information. AT e S
_ As a matter of fact, from the day = :
in January, 1903, that Vol. I of
the census came into our handsy;e
have been directing attention to pat- :
ticular cases of errors aﬁeétinz the
Free Baptists. They have been set

out in detail and sent to the Census = &
Commissioner. Among the .’m Geah e le g
cases brought to his attention are S
cases in Victoria, Carleton, .Ymk, it oﬁ
Sunbury, Kings, Westmorland, and =
Charlotte Counties and St. John city. =
The only case that Mr, Blue has e
corrected is one in York Co. The =
others are as though they had not
been mentioned, except that there
i3 now a denial, by authority, that
they have ever been brought to the
attention of the department,  How
far that denial is from the fact will

be seen in-the next paragraph,
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