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"A BENGALI WEDDING. 
As a class, the “mild Hindus” have 

‘not the “gift of shouting.” We some- 

times regret their passivity in cases that 

seem to demand a show of feeling. 

Lacking this, however, there are among 

them those who are not wanting in the 

more excellent gift of a capacity for 
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" One such servant of Christ entered 
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short account of his life may be of in- 

~ terest, both for its own sake, and be- 

cause it shows how in these days of 

_ India’s religious evolution the good 

“seed—unseen—is springing up in the 

‘hearts of scores of thoughtful Hindus, 

WE. § many cases—alas !—to be choked out 

~ by the cares of the world, in other 

 scores—may we not hope pr yield a. 

2) rich fruitage. * 

Nee 

Wie the history of the church of 

Christ in India is written, 

of the Rev. Mathura Nath Bose must be 

given a prominent place among its 

first independent workers. 

& born in a well-to-do Hindu family, and 

i by his priest was thoroughly instructed 

in the worship of the gods. -But his 

: priest had a ‘powerful rival, and as 

Fy this thoughtful Hindu boy listened to 

the yoice of the great Teacher in his 

“heart, the vile character of his gods 

became repulsive to him, and he aban- 

~.doned their worship. . His conscience 

awakened, he lived a life of outward 

“morality, but had great distress on ac- 

count of secret sins, 

~~ sought, in vain, a remedy. In his dis- 

~ tress he appealed to the Brahmos,  tell- 

ing them that if he were to die in his 

Se ‘present condition the holy God would 

~~ not admit him into his presence. They 

advised him to pray, which he did, 

“but wit hno evidence of an answer, and 

£5 returned “to them saying it was all of 

3 no use unless he could get a new heart. 

oS -Despising his ancestral faith for its 

‘vileness, disappointed in Brahmoism, 

he knew not where to go for peace, 

About this time a Christian missionary 

gave: him a book, but having by some 

_ means acquired a h .tred for Christians 

he spitefully tore it up in the presence 

% “of the missionary. 

  

the great work of Dr. Duff's college in 

Calcutta, he decided to brace himself 

: = deep and lifelong devotion to a worthy 

his rest but a few months ago. A 

the: name 

He was 

for which he’ 
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advantages it offered. Like many Hin- 

dus, he had an idea that there was a 

sort of magic in the Bible which made 

those who touched it Christians in spite 

of themselves, and, discreet Hindu 

that he was, he resolved to let it alone. 

God overuled the error of this earnest 

seeker in a wonderful manner. In his 

association with the Brahmos he read, 

without knowing where it came from, 

a passage from the sermon on the 

mount. Attracted by its beauty he in- 

quired of its author, and was told it 

was by Raja Ram Mohan Roy. (The 

error arose from the fact that it was 

ffom the Raja's book—the precepts of 

Jesus, the guide to peace and happi- 

ness). On discovering its true source 

his fear of the Bible departed, and his 

hungry soul fed on the words of Jesus 

and found peace. Seeing. his interest 

est in Christianity the. Brahmos tried 

to win him by telling him that to be- 

come a Christian meant to lose father, 

mother, ‘home, everything, while if he 

became a Bramo he could “save both 

sides,” the world that now it, and that 

which is to come. This attempt to 

“save both sides,” Mr. Bose says, many’ 

Brammos have made to the losing of their 

own souls. After a great struggle he 

was strengthened for the final sacrifice, 

and openly professed Christianity. He 

continued his studies. He was an 

earnest and brilliant student. He took 

his degrees B. A. and B. L. and quali- 

fied as a pleader in the High Court of 

Calcutta. 

  

Having a strong call to the Christian 

ministry he had yet another struggle 

to turn his back upon the brilliant 

career which seemed opening before 

him. In the strength of God he con- 

quered, and with self-sacrifice rare 

even in Christian countries, left the 

metropolis, with all of honor and wealth 

the future might have realized to him, 

and with his young wife made his 

home about one hundred miles. from’ 

Calcutta, choosing this particular lo- 

cality on-account of the oppressed, de- 

spised, and downtrodden condition of 

the people who occupied the low-lying 

swamps of this district of Furredpore, 

living on small islets approachable dur- 

- ing much of the year only by boats. 

Here he spent twenty-seven years of 

most earnest service, which he closed 

at the final call of his Master. His 

devotion to duty served to quicken the 

heart of a native brother, and for 

fifteen years of this time, so long as 

his own income made it possible Mr. 

C. S. Mukerjee, a successful Bengali 

merchant, “held the rope ” while the 

young pleader was in the depths below, 

regularly supplying him with a living 

. allowance. Mr. Bose was a man of 

unfailing faith, of self-sacrifice without 

measure. He was the composer of 

many hymns, which are among the most 

inspiring of the Bengali hymnal, and 

he was himself a sweet singer. 

A man of high attainments, both 

spiritual and intellectual, he devoted 

his all to those he served. As Honor- 

ary Magistrate ‘under the governttient 
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INTELLIGENCER. 

of Bengal, his legal training made him 

their protector from the avarice of 

their oppressors. Under the appoint- 

ment of Christ he was their leader anid 

guide to the feet of his Master.—N. 

M. Phillips, in Star. 

a 
A CHRISTIAN OF HIGH DEGREE. 

The~romantic story of Prince Ber-. 

nadotte of Sweden has interested all 

the world. The oldest son of the King 

and heir to the crown of Sweden and 

Norway, he surrendered all his royal 

claims for love of a beautiful Christian 

‘girl, daughter , of one of the leading 

families of Sweden, but not in the noble 

line. Both the prince and his wife are 

sincere and active Christians, and to- 

gether have done much useful work 

in Stockholm and in Sweden. The 

prince still retains his office as com- 

mander-in-chief of ‘the navy of Swe- 

den, and has great influence among the 

nobility and higher classes of the 

country. He is himself most humble 

in his views, and when in assemblies 

among his Christian brethren, at ‘his 

request his titles are ignored, but he 

has taken advantage of his right rank 

.and great influence to carry forward 

a unique and remarkable work for 

Christ among the noble families of 

Sweden, which must eventually be pro- 

ductive of large results for the pure 

gospel of the kingdom of God. 

Several years ago the Prince Ber- 

nadotte associated himself with a Mr. 

" Villen, formerly deacon in the First 

Baptist church of Stockholm, who was 

at the head of a large business and « 

man of wealth. Mr. Villen built a large 

and fine church, and a foreign mission- 

ary society was organized, called 

simply, “The China 

which the prince is director. In the 

church regular services are maintained, 

conducted largely by missionaries from 

China at home on furlough, and in 

which the prince often preaches himself. 

The congregations are large and the 

power of the evangelical truth pro- 

claimed here must be very great in the 

capital of Sweden. 

One of the most interesting features 

of this work is the Sunday-school. Not 

because of any class prejudices, for 

he is entirely free from such, but in an 

effort to reach in a special way the 

children of the noble families of Swe- 

den, perhaps the most unique Sunday- 

school in the world has been establish- 

ed by Prince Bernadotte.” Admission 

to this school can only be had by 

ticket, and these tickets are given only 

to the children of the families of the 

nobility of Sweden; the reason for this 

being that these children ‘would not 

be allowed to attend Sunday-school 

where all classes are admitted. In other 

respects this Sunday-school is con- 

ducted as others. The prince feels 

that this is a special work for him, a 

work which none other can do: and 

while there are multitudes of Sunday- 

schools for the children of other peo- 

ple, only himself working in this special 

way could reach the children of the 

noble families of Sweden. 

The atmosphere of this church and 

the whole work, as well as the “Mis- 

sion in China,” sustained by the prince 

anid his associates, is strictly evangeli- 

cal—Baptist Missionary Magasine. 

Mission,” of. 
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- We want to add 
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To fit you is to fit 
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OUR :., 

RIMLESS SPECTACLES 
—AND— 

Surefit Eye Glasses 

Are the neatest and nattiest Spectacles 
ever. shown. 

JAMES D. FOWLER. 
The Optician 

and 
Jeweler, 
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THE MANUFACTURERS 
LIFE INSURANCE CO. 

IN 1902. 

  

New Business Written, ..$ 6,082,336.00 

Increase over 1901, 1,058,035.00 

Income, 1,240,800.00 

Increase over 1901, 177,249.00 

Assets as at Dec. 31, 1902, 4,406,329.0C 

Increase over 1901, 633,852.00 

Insurance in Force, .1 30,152,833.00 

Increase over 1go1, .. 3,013,952.00, 

  

Interest income a exceeded 

Death Claims by nearly $26,000.00. 

The 
E. R. MACHUM CO,, 

Limited, 

| St. John, N. B. 
Managers for Maritime Provinces 

  

AGENTS WANTED. 

LIPPINCOTT'S 
MONTHLY MAGAZINE 

A FAMILY LIBRARY 

The Best in Gorrent Literature 
12 ComrLeTE Novews YEARLY 

"MANY SHORT STORIES AND 

PAPERS ON TIMELY TOPICS 

$2.50 PER YEAR: 25 CTS. A COPY 

NO CONTINUED STORIES 

EVERY NUMBER COMPLETE IN ITSELF 
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