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~ OUR TOPIC TALK. 
May 3.—What does the parable of the 

Prodigal Son teach us? Luke 15: 11- 

32. : 
This parable teaches the truth of God's 

loving, fatherly relation to sinful men. 

On the one hand is the wilful youth 

who breaks away from his father’s 
guidance. Thus man sometimes separ- 
ates himself from his Heavenly Father. 
There are various ways in which one 
may do this, but at the root of them all 
lies unwillingness to conform the life 
to God's will. The result is inevitable 

—days of careless separation, sooner or 
later, produces distress. 
On the other hand is the father, hon- 
oring the dignity of his son’s maturity 

and giving him all the privileges which, 

if rightfully used, would produce an 

honorable manhood. When the son 

wanders the father is unable to force 

repentance; but when once the son has 

‘become penitent, he grants a full par- 

don. So the Heavenly Father stands 
» willing and anxious to receive his wan- 

dering children. 
The restored condition was a happy 

one, yet how much better if the son had 

never wandered! The father might 
i freely forgive, but he could never re- 
| : : store what had been lost by the past. 

| The elder son’s lot was much better, 
RA for he had received the father’s bless- 

“ings daily, though he seems not to have 
appreciated them. God’s gracious par- 
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cends the privilege of abiding close to 
him continually. S. J. C 

> x XX 
AN EASTER SERVICE. 

This being the evening of Easter Mon- 
day, we had an appropriate programme, 
consisting of several readings describ- 
ing the keeping of Easter in different 

SNE countries, which were very interesting. 
Sn" There was also special music by the 

music committee, which was greatly 

. vx appreciated. : 
fon - A special collection was taken at this 
Flea meeting, each member being requested 
REG to put his or her collection in an enve- 
gs lope with a verse of Scripture in con- 

siderable amount was thus realized. 
A J Tall 

West St. John. 
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me that she had prayed for affliction. 
1 replied: “Dear soul, ‘do not be so 
foolish. You will have quite, 
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don is a blessed gift, but nothing trans- 

for a prayer-meeting is in prayer. 

A person came to me once and told 
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THE RELIGIOUS 

PRACTICAL PLANS AND ‘SENSIBLE 
SUGGESTIONS. 

(From the pages of the C. £* World), 

For SociaL CoM MITTEES, 
II. 

A Home Social —The following plan 

for acquainting the new members with 

the other members of the society is 

being carried out by the ‘social com- 
mittee of the Calvary Baptist Endea- 
vorers, Washington, D. C. The com- 
mittee holds a meetuyy once in: cach 
month at the home of some one of its 

members, The first hour, from 7.30 to 

8.30, is spent in the transaction of busi- 

‘ness, and the remainder of the evening 

is spent socially. Invitations are sent 

to the members who have come into the 
society during the month to join with 

us in our social hour. Merry games are 

indulged in and refreshments are serv- 

ed. We find this way a good one for 
making a stranger acquainted, as the 

formality which sometimes creeps into 

a social is never found in these home 
meetings. The members of the social 
committee, having thus come to know 

the new members, find it an easy thing 
to acquaint them with other members 

of the society, and the stranger feels 
himself no longer a stranger, and enters 
into the work feeling he is surrounded 

by friends. 

For PRAYER-MEETING CoM MITTEES. 

Touch Up Your. Leaders— Rev. T. 

S. Weeks, of Fall River, Mass. sends 
us these capital suggestions: “A few 

days ago, as 1 was riding up French's 
Hill in the electric car, I saw a man 
driving four horses that were struggling 
with a heavy load of cotton on a huge 
dray. They were making progress with 
much difficulty, and the reason became 
apparent when we rode past the horses, 

for we found that the pole horses were 
doing all the work, while the traces 
were slack on the other. pair. 
“As we rode past, the motorman on 

the electric car shouted to the driver, 
‘Touch up your leaders,” and this gave 

me the theme on which TI am writing. 
“My purpose, however, is to tell you 

of a society in which the advice of the 
motorman is being followed with some 
profit to those who lead the prayer- 
meetings, and through these to all who 
attend them. The plan is to have ‘the 
devotional or prayer-meeting committee 
appoint the leaders for at least a ‘month 

at a time, and make their appointments 
two weeks before the month begins. 

“ Invite all. the leaders for that month 
to meet with the devotional committee 
some evening for the study of the topics | 

_ of the meetings they are to lead. “We 
have found this to be of a ‘special ad- 
vantage to the younger members, and 
also to. those that feel themselves un- 
able to discuss a:theme or present a 
subject in an effective and-helpful man- 
ner. The aim is’ to assist the leaders 
to think closely, state concisely, and 

present effectively whatever may be in- 
tended as the topic for the time. 
“We also try to get higher ideals 

as to the object and outcome. of the 
prayer-meeting; to discuss methods, de- 
vise new and improved plans, discover 
what constitutes a ‘good meeting,” and 
how it may be obtained. We do. not . 
fail to realize that the best preparation 

We 
also seek to give to our leaders the 
fullest assyrance that they have the 

- sympathy and co-operation of the com- 
mittee in the meeting, as we hold our- 

selves ready for any service at their 
call.” a } 

For Lookout CoM MITTEES, 

Questions on the Pledge. —*1 have 
    

  

test their understanding of it and their 

Mountain expecting to upset it.” 

and went up with his company to put 

"heathen 

of a Sabbath school paper.” 

great, wide, empty places in the Pacific 

“me seven islands; two here, two here, 

INTELLIGENCER. 

presenting to candidates for membership 
a series of questions on the pledge to 

real purpose in joining the society. 

Please give me such a set of questions.” 
Any society can make up its. own, but 

the following questions will prove sug- 

gestive: 

Why do you want to join the Chris- 

tian Endeavor Society? 
Why do you want to sign a pledge? 

What general promises do you make 
in the pledge regarding your Christian 

life? 
In particular, what promises do you 

make in regard to your private devo- 

tions? 

What promises do you make concern- 

ing your church? pi 

What promises do you ‘make about 
your Christian Endeavor work? 
What are some excuses for failure 

to keep different parts of the pledge 
that you think Christ would accept? 
What is the object of the consecration 

meeting ? 
What is the purpose of Christian En. 

deavor committee work? 
Upon what do you rely for power to 

keep this pledge? ’ 

CL mR 
CORAL REEF ISLANDS. 

“Don’t . forget your junior mcELing 
this afternoon, son.’ 

* Bother!” exclaimed Hugh, stopping 
short in a full tilt he was making for 
the. front door. “I will just go off 
to practice ball with the fellows.” 
“Take the fellows to the “missionary 

meeting with you.” 
Hugh shook his head. They won't 

go; Tom Knox says it is silly to think 
we shavers can do anything worth 
counting in such aebig work; he says 
it’s like throwing a pebble at old Jump 

“Ask Tom if he ever heard of a fa- 
mous pebble that flew from the hand of 
the shepherd lad,” suggested. Hugh's 
mother, but the boy went off, grumbling, 
before she had time to add the promise 
about how we might remove mountains. 
She knew Hugh would go to the mee:- 
ing; he might grumble about it; he 
often did; but the sense of duty was 
strong in ‘that young life; it beat in his 
rulse, with the glood of God-serving 
parents, for generations back. 

Sure enough, when Mrs. Clark called 
the roll, Hugh answered to his name, 

his bit of silver in the money box, 
There were questions and answers about 

lands and missionaries ; 
psalms sung; verses read, and then the 
leader asked the boys to listen to this 
little story. 

“I didn’t make it up myself,” she 
said; “it i¥ a true story, and I got it 

- 

“Once, long time ago, there were 

‘ocean, where no land was, and the great 
World-Builder said there must be isl- 
ands planted there; for trees and plants, 
for birds and animals, for men and wo- 
men. : 
“So he called to the tiny little crea- 

tures in the South Seas (men some- 
times named them zoophytes, or coral 
insects), and said, ‘I want you to build 

and three in another place; some may 
be large, others small; but they must 
all rise high enough above old Ocean's 
swell to let trees and plants grow on 
them, and animals live there, and pre-. 
sently men and women.’ 

“*Oh! Master!” cried the little crea- 

thing 
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«f was a total RRL not steep 

TE writes Mr. 
Co., Mo. 
doctors but receiv little Pon Ac 
flesh and strength. was gy able to do ¢ 
day’s work. I commenced taking Dr 

. Golden Medical Discovery, and Jo : 
taken one bottle I could uld sfoert ind ai 
was wonderfully improved ; 
bottles and am Sail improving.” Aes 

The sole motive for subst 
permit the dealer to make the lit 
orofit paid by the sale of less me 
>us medicines, ey ye 
Therefore, 

TE ASS 
Asiytiing the matter with 

. your eyes? Can't see as 
well as you wl i 
call at 

  

to find out. 

FIRST CLASS LINE oF Jp 
SPECTACLES 
————— AND Smt HL 

EYE GLASSES EE 
TO SELECT FROM. 

    

   

       

  

  

  

    
   

    

       

When Your Jo 
‘Are Stiff 

scone when you slip an ind 
oint, strain your side or bru 

self, Perry Davis’ Painki ler 
out the soreness and fix sl 
a jiffy. Always have itw 

        

       
       

       

   

      

   

  

    

  

   

       

  

      

      

      

   

   
   

     


