
   
   

    

   

  

   

  

   

        

   
    

    

   

              

   

  

   

2 “The leader then said: “That we 
may forget everything else, let us 

“bow our heads and close our eyes, 
~and, so far as possible, remain so 
- g the entire service. Very soft- 
“ly let us sing, as’ a heart prayer, 

‘Jesus lover of my Soul’ Now, in 
silence before God, let us each come 
with a personal petition. It is a con- 

" _ secration meeting. We have said it. 

~ O Lord, thou art looking now for 
: ofernti. help us to lay it unre- 
ervedly upon the altar.” (Silent 
rayer followed). The leader again 
id: “’I beseech you therefor, 

brethren, by the mercies of God'-- 
the mercies, oh, how great they have 
been !—‘that ye present your bodies 
95 gs sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
‘unt Got which is your reasonable 

r A reasonable service, in- 

  

nm ai the valley of death for my 
t Yet Thou knowest that our 
have oftener grown tired in the 
nit al our own pleasure and busi- 

Toe service that we 

     

      

   
    

     

       

      
    

or serve. io that meeting.— 
cad 

On 

= r meeting, dey Bad tiene] © 
gion by their fathers and 

bd 
we town whence many 

w just take the cases you know 
where they have -given up the 
pit. “There is the Russell family 
o used to live where I do, before 
fod mn: the cit. You re- 
mber ‘the oldest son died suddenly 

few months after the father died. 
: & Russell was so broken down by 
a that she came to stay 

‘me. awhile—my house being a 
tof ‘city refuge.’ Poor woman! 
> was afraid = ‘think where her 

oy’s soul might be.. Well, one 
dort ning when we rose from prayers 

e sat thinking awhile and then 
out: 

from being a tender-hearted little 

‘that must be put away; then the 

2 broghs i ic, hear Thou the definite 

ers, Aunt ’Liza plagues him so; yon 

don’t read the whole Bible through 
or ‘Don’t pray more 

oF childeet: 

isn’t Christian, but after he goes 

THR RELIGIOUS 

and I used to have prayers in this 
very room. He used to sit there, and 
I here with the baby in my arms. Oh! 
why did we ever. give it up!” And 
then she sobbed as if her heart would 
break. 

“What could I say? I knew how, 

boy, even hoping sometimes he was 
a Christian, he had grown up to be 
a worldly man wholly neglectful of 
religious duties. a 

“As for family prayers, I knew 
well enough why they were given 
up. Mr. Russell used to take up the 
Bible as soon as breakfast was over, 
and sit ready to begin, but she would 
say, ‘I'll put away the butter and 
cream before I come into the sitting- 
room.” Then she would perhaps 
think the cat might get the meat, so 

bread might dry, so that must go into 
the closet. 
some directions to give the kitchen 
maid, and by that time the baby 
would cry or the grocer’'s boy come 
for orders, and so by the time she 
was ready for prayers he would be 
hurrying off to catch his train. 

“This sort of thing happened so 
often he concluded it was of no use: 
to” try to have prayers. When they 
moved into ‘the city the habit was 

lost and never resumed.” 
Mrs. Deacon ‘Benson remarked: 

“My husband says he feels sometim:s 
as if he would have to give up pray- 

know he is a very nervous man and 
"Liza is like Martha in the Bible, so 
much more anxious about the house- 
work than to hear the Lord's Word. 
She will come all in a rush after 
we've been waiting for her ever so 
long, and right out before the chil- 
dren say to my husband: ‘Amos, 

this morning,’ 
than half an hour, for I've got a lot 
of sweeping to do! Or she shows 
all the time he is reading that her 
mind is on something else, stretching 
her neck to see who is going past 
the house, or picking up threads off 
‘the carpet, or jumping up to pull the |- 
curtains straight. Mr. Benson says 
it takes away all his spiritual enjoy- 

“ment and he does wish she would 
keep still. She never seems to rea- 
floc: the bad example of irreverence 
she is setting before my children. 
To her it is all a mere human per- 
formance without relation to the Al- 
mighty.” : 

“Miss Dorcas,” said timid Mrs. 
Crosby, “do you think very young 

be interested in family 
‘ou know my husband 

roll to the city I might have prayerg 
“with the children I suppose, but 
don’t know how I could take it at- 
tractive to them.” 

“If you want to make children, 
folks, or the uneducated, en- 

joy family prayers you musf use a 
kind of language they can under- 
stand. Most men seem to think they 
must use a special dialect for prayer. 
For children the simplest speech is 
the best, such words as they usec 

. themselves. Don’t read to little chil- 
dren the Minor Prophets, or the 
Epistle to the Romans. When Harry 
lost his wife you know I took his 
children and kept them till he mar- 
ried again. Neither of the little girls 
could read, so I used to take some. 
Bible story every morning, putting 
it into language of my own as I went 
along. My version would have 
scared the critics, ‘higher or any 

Then she would think of | 
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ing to baby intellects. Then when 

I prayed I tried to let the story sug- 

gest my petitions. For instance, if 

I read about Moses found by Phar- 

oah’s daughter, then I thanked God 

for loving and protecting little chil- 

dren, even when He took away their 

mothers, and I prayed that these 

children might be spared to become 

useful as Moses was. Or suppose | 

read about Joseph sold by his naughty 

brothers and carried away off to be 

a poor slave in a strange land, then I 

could thank God for giving them a 

safe, happy home and friends to love 

them, and pray that they. might be 

kept from quarrelling or being un- 

kind to one another.” 

“But Miss Dorcas, we are not’ all 

‘as bright as you—so ready to think 

of things.” 
“Nonsense! you are any of you 

bright enodgh to tell a Bible story 

and find some lesson in it. What do 

you ever read the Bible for yourselves 

but to get some practical lesson? 

Well, those children liked the prayer 

better than anything else in the day. 

Annie was a frail child and it seemed 

best sometimes to let her sleep, but 

she would surely: cry if she found 

she was dressed too late to be with |. 

“i
 

  

  

us at morning Bex 5 : 7 
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ST th - PSO, 1 wasn’t converted ve he isn’t 
the village dressmaker, “the chief | very young, 

reason for dropping family prayers nesblyirese inl sot cls gy brag 

is that folks don’t get up in the morn- | eg Begg gongs igte pe 

ing as early as they used to. When join or prin i 4arig hagadgieston ad 

our family were all together there pc ol a ag 

were four of us who used to go daily ders  _— 

had breakfast, sum- rag i 

gi at co ‘clock. Of rod a JN COR. Analy . to- 

course that meant early rising for RON. Ene Son. X viper —, or = 

mother in order to get a hot break- - ai book : Son 

fast and put up the lunches.” : Ae B or hort ay Just such cases. 3 

“Oh, it's family government that | ~° ¢ SVANECHSE 

is wanting,” said Grandma Gould. : 

" Parents are nowadays too. indul- | 

gent.” 

Here the ladics were called to sup- 

per and the symposium ended. But 

as they went out young Mrs. Nichols 

said ‘in low tones to Miss Dorcas, 

“My husband and I have talked over 

this matter; we would like to have 

family prayers. but you know George   other kind, but it carried the mean- 

  

  “wasn’t religio sly ‘brought up; « he 

  
 


